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1.1

Study Objectives

Plymouth Eastern Corridor Study

The Plymouth Eastern Corridor Study (PECS) has been commissioned by Plymouth City
Council and consists of a strategic assessment of public transport options in the eastern
corridor into the city of Plymouth. In particular, the corridor is scheduled to experience
significant development in the next 10 years, generating increased travel demand. The study
therefore had the following key objectives:
�

To review the outputs of previous studies and assessments within the study area, within the
wider transport strategy for the city;

�

To identify appropriate transport options and packages of options, to enhance the movement
of people throughout the eastern corridor;

�

To provide an input into the Draft LTP2 in June 2005, outlining the opportunities and
constraints for the corridor; and

�

To present a robust and comprehensive strategy for the eastern corridor, with the potential of
identifying further Annex E or Transport Innovation Fund submission requirements to
progress identified schemes.

The study brief also identified a list of detailed requirements, of which the main areas of focus
included:
ii) To identify and assess the feasibility of a High Quality Public Transport (HQPT) corridor
from the Sherford New Community (SNC) to key locations, including innovative solutions.
iii) To assess the demand and patronage for the high quality public transport corridor.
vi) To identify a hierarchy of measures, incorporating a progression towards implementation of
a BRT or LRT system or similar in accordance with the Mackay
vision.
ix) To assess different demand management scenarios and the need for other supporting
measures, including those for people travelling on foot and by bicycle.
xi) To provide a recommended transportation strategy, including determining the potential
funding streams and sources including new methods of revenue raising.
xiii)To determine the financial viability and sustainability of a high quality public transport
service.
xvii)To undertake full engagement with stakeholders in the community and public and
private sectors.
The study has been separated into two stages, one considering the range of options and the
second developing a costbenefit assessment of the preferred package. This report presents
the outputs of Stage Two, with a summary provided of Stage One.
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Assessment of Public Transport Options
The stage one evaluation process is aimed at identifying the key strategic factors associated
with the development of transport systems, to meet the needs of the corridor over a 10year
time horizon (2016). The core concept has been the development of a HQPT service, linking
the residential areas in the eastern corridor to key destination sites in the city, and vice versa. In
developing such a service, a hierarchy of mode and investment options has been considered
against the overarching objectives, their deliverability and potential demand. The key decision is
therefore how far up the hierarchy investment can be justified, based on forecast demand and
network impacts, and the wider accessibility and social inclusion aspects. Overlying all option
assessments are the strategic objectives in Plymouth (see Section 2) and, more specifically, in
the eastern corridor. The HQPT hierarchy has been defined as:

1.3

�

A conventional bus system, upgraded to Showcase standards;

�

A segregated bus route, for use by new and existing services;

�

A bus rapid transit (BRT) system with supporting bus services; and

�

A Light Rapid Transit (LRT) system with supporting bus services.

Study Area
The PECS area covers the two strategic access routes into eastern Plymouth, namely the A38
expressway, including the A374 from the Marsh Mills junction into the city centre, and the A379
from Brixton (Figure 1.1). The area includes a number of key employment sites, such as the city
centre, Langage Business Park and Derriford. Two existing residential areas are within the
study scope, namely Plymstock in the south and Plympton in the north and the impact on
existing services and travel patterns has been considered herein. There are a number of
development proposals identified for this area that will influence the future transport demand,
including:
�

Sherford New Community, consisting of mixed use development, south of the A38 at Deep
Lane. Consisting of 40004500 dwellings by 2016 accommodating an estimated 10,000
people, the mixed use is being promoted to encourage internal trips. The Sherford
development proposals promote a new busbased Park and Ride site to serve the A38 close
to the Deep Lane junction. This option and others have also been considered herein;

�

Plymstock Quarry, to the north of Plymstock consisting of mixed use development. The
development could have 1650 residential units by 2016, a primary school, 10,000 sq m GFA
of retail including an 1800 sq m food store, and employment covering 2.5ha. Access to the
site is proposed to be from the A379 and also potentially from an eastern access link. At the
time of writing the specific characteristics of the site are being reviewed by the developer;

�

City centre regeneration and development;

�

Langage business park development;

�

MFI, Blagdons and former Western National bus garage sites, adjacent to Laira Bridge, and
incorporating potential highway network enhancements on Laira Bridge Road;

�

Millbay/Stonehouse Area, identified within the Mackay Vision as a key opportunity for
development; and

�

Boringdon, Newnham and Langage, identified as potential development sites to the east and
north east of the city centre.

These developments have been considered within the context of the Devon Development Plan
2001  2016, which states that the housing provision for Plymouth should be 14,500 dwellings,
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within the Principal Urban Area. Furthermore, car ownership levels in Plymouth are lower than
the national average, hence there is considered to be potential for increase in the future,
placing further pressures on the highway network.
In general, the Plymouth area is considered to be poorly integrated in terms of public transport,
thereby discouraging use for selected trips. There are also a number of capacity constraints at
key locations on the highway network, such as the river crossings and the A386 corridor
running northsouth through the city.
A further commission, in addition to the main Eastern Corridor Study, considered the detailed
engineering feasibility of highway routing and layout options, to the west of Laira Bridge. This
work was undertaken to consider in more detail the options identified within the Eastern
Gateway Study, and further development options in the vicinity of the bridge. The outputs of this
work are reported in Section Six of this report, and also in a separate and more detailed report.

1.4

Report Structure
This report consists of the following sections:
�

Section Two: Policy Objectives;

�

Section Three: Methodology;

�

Section Four: Option Assessment;

�

Section Five: Recommended Package Appraisal;

�

Section Six: West of Laira Bridge; and

�

Section Seven: Conclusion.

This report should be read in conjunction with the following supporting documentation:
�

PECS Baseline Conditions Report;

�

PECS Interchange Working Paper; and

�

PECS Stage One Report (including option sifting and assessment).
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Figure 1.1: PECS Study Area (Please note that the assessment included Derriford which is not shown in this map)
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