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Dear Sirs, 

Derriford and Seaton Area Action Plan 
 
I am pleased to have been recently appointed to examine the Derriford and Seaton Area 
Action Plan (the Plan) which was submitted on 21st December 2012.  I look forward to 
working with all involved in an efficient and expeditious manner. 
 
Whilst at an early stage of the examination, I have noted the representations made with 
regard to the Plan and the broad content of the matters raised. At this stage it may be 
that a formal Pre-Hearing Meeting (PHM) may not be required and that the procedural 
matters ordinarily covered by such an event can be addressed in writing.  Would the 
Council be content with such an approach? 
 
If no PHM were held, it is feasible that any necessary public hearings could be held in 
late March or during April.  Unless informed otherwise, I assume that this would not 
cause undue difficulties for the Council in terms of venue or officer availability.   
 
With due regard to the submission documents, I would be grateful for the Authority’s 
response to the following procedural questions with suitable cross references to the 
substantiating evidence: 

• Has the Plan been prepared in accordance with the statutory procedures of 
the 2004 Act (as amended) and the associated regulations1, including in respect 
of the publication and availability of documents, advertisements and notification? 
• Has the Authority satisfied the ‘duty to cooperate’ as indicated by S33A of 
the 2004 Act? Has the Plan taken account of the plans of adjoining local 
authorities and the County Authority? 
• Has the Plan been prepared in accordance with the Authority’s Local 
Development Scheme (LDS)?  What is the current programme, and is it being 
met, for the preparation of other development plan documents? 
• Has the Plan been prepared in accordance with the Authority’s Statement 
of Community Involvement (SCI) and met the minimum requirements of the 
relevant regulations in terms of consultation and publicity? 
• Has the submitted Plan been subject to sustainability appraisal with a final 
report of the findings? 
• What is the relationship between the draft Regional Spatial Strategy and 
the submitted Plan? 
• Has the Plan been screened adequately for likely significant effects, alone 
or in combination, on any European Wildlife (Natura 2000) sites within and near 

                                       
1 Particularly, The Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 
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the plan area?  Has an adequate appropriate assessment been carried out if 
necessary? 
• Does the Plan contain, if relevant, a list of any superseded or saved 
development plan policies? 
• Has the Plan taken account of the Authority’s other plans, including any 
relevant Sustainable Community Strategy? 
• Is the Authority aware of any fundamental procedural shortcomings in the 
submitted document? 

 
How does the Authority propose to indicate any modifications that may be necessary to 
the submitted Plan to ensure that soundness is secured? Could I have a schedule of the 
minor changes made to the AAP, following closure of the consultation processes, which 
are now contained in the submitted Plan?  Are any further changes currently proposed? 
 
The existence of a Habitat Regulations Assessment is noted. The version that I have 
been supplied with is dated May 2012 and its conclusion refers to necessary updates.  
Can you please forward any additional updates that are available?  At this moment in 
time, can the Authority confirm that there are no outstanding issues relating to these 
reports raised by relevant bodies, for example Natural England? 
 
As the Authority is aware and as mentioned above, S33A of the 2004 Act imposes a duty 
to cooperate between a local planning authority submitting a plan for examination and 
certain other bodies.   Whilst I have noted the limited information supplied in the 
Regulation 22 Statement, I would be grateful if the Authority could prepare a focussed 
topic paper/statement indicating how the duty has been discharged with regard to the 
submitted Plan.  This should include two elements: firstly, how the processes of 
cooperation have been developed and utilised; secondly, what outcomes from the 
processes have been secured and whether they can be considered effective on all 
relevant issues, for example nature conservation and necessary infrastructure.  Could 
you please ensure that this paper contains details of how all prescribed bodies have been 
engaged/involved with the preparation of the Plan. 
 
As you are no doubt aware, the Inspectorate has issued advice on how the presumption 
in favour of sustainable development within the National Planning Policy Framework may 
be incorporated within any local plan via a model policy: 
(http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/planning/planningsystem/localplans).  This appears 
to be reflected in paragraph 1.6 of the submitted Plan. Does the Authority consider this 
reference to be sufficient to ensure the objectives of the Framework are met or should 
this be embodied within a specific policy/proposal itself? 
 
Other matters will no doubt require attention in due course, for example how the 
Authority would wish me to proceed in the event that the Plan requires major 
modification, but in the interim I look forward to hearing from you within the next 7 days 
if practical. 
 
Yours faithfully 

Andrew Seaman 
Senior Housing and Planning Inspector 


