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West Devon Local Development Scheme 2014 

What is a Local Development Scheme (LDS)? 

A Local Development Scheme sets out the timetable for the production of new or revised Development Plan Documents. 

The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (as amended by the Localism Act 2011) requires Local Planning Authorities to prepare and maintain a 

Local Development Scheme (LDS).   

This 2014 LDS supersedes all previous versions of the LDS and sets out the timetable for the preparation of Our Plan. 

What are the current adopted Development Plan Documents for West Devon? 

 2011 Core Strategy  

 Proposals Map  

 2005 Local Plan Review (as amended 2011) 
 
Devon County Council is responsible for preparing plans for waste and minerals and these documents also form part of the development plan.   

 Devon Waste Plan 

 Devon Minerals Local Plan 
 
Any Neighbourhood Development Plans which are brought into force by the Council will also form part of the development plan.  
 
We also have a number of Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs) to support the delivery of the Development Plan and to add further detail and 
guidance.  These are: 
 

 East of Okehampton Masterplan SPD (adopted January 2014) 

 South and South West of Tavistock Masterplan SPD (adopted April 2013) 

 Assessing the Impact of New Retail Development in West Devon SPD (adopted April 2013) 

 Affordable Housing Code of Practice (2012) 

 Infrastructure and Facilities to Support New Development SPD (2007) 

 Reuse of Rural Buildings SPD (2006) 
 
These SPDs remain in place and will be reviewed regularly and updated/replaced as appropriate.   
 
 
 
 
 



 

Our Plan will cover the whole of West Devon as shown on the map below.  The statutory planning part of the plan will cover the area of West Devon outside of 
the Dartmoor National Park.  The area of West Devon within the Dartmoor National Park is covered by a separate planning authority.   
 

 
  



 

What new Development Plan Documents are to be prepared? 

The current adopted Development Plan Documents are in the process of being replaced by the preparation of a new plan for West Devon.  These plans need 
to be reviewed to take into account recent changes to the planning system through the Localism Act and the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), and 
to ensure that there is a plan which enables the Council to deliver its vision and priorities.  The new ‘Local Plan’ for West Devon will be part of an overarching 
strategic plan for the area.  The Local Plan element of the Strategic Plan will cover the area of West Devon outside of the Dartmoor National Park.   

The strategic plan will be known as ‘Our Plan’ West Devon and will focus on delivering the vision and objectives for West Devon alongside long term 
priorities and outcomes.  This document will set out local planning policy for the area outside of the Dartmoor National Park and corporate policy and will be 
the key strategic document for the Council.  Our Plan will set out a vision, a path to improvement and provide strategic policies to guide this future change.  
The document will clearly set out how the Council intends to deliver its aspirations and set out how the area can achieve sustainable long term growth which 
meets the needs of its communities.  The document will also provide policies to help guide the preparation of Neighbourhood Plans within West Devon.  If 
during the preparation of Our Plan there is an identified need to prepare other Development Plan or Supplementary Planning Documents (DPD and SPD), the 
LDS will be amended to take those into account.  The Council has not yet made a decision regarding the progression of a Community Infrastructure Levy 
(CIL).  If and when the Council chooses to pursue one, a separate timetable will be prepared and made available on the Council’s website.   

This key strategic plan will inform the Council’s operational plan, which sets out the annual work programme, our proposed improvement plans, and the 
Council’s financial plan. Progress will be monitored and measured to determine achievement against the targets and this in turn will help inform the 
commissioning of services. Our Plan will cover the following topics: 

  



 

How can you be involved? 

The Council is committed to engaging with communities and stakeholders to understand the needs of our area and to ensure that development, economic 

growth, services and facilities meet these needs and are delivered in the most cost-effective and efficient way.  

Key components of engaging effectively will be to build on existing links with communities, stakeholders, local organisations and elected Members (at all 

levels of local government) as community representatives and to develop new relationships and new ways of working. This will ensure everyone in the 

community has the opportunity to participate in shaping their area.   The Council has prepared a Community and Stakeholder Engagement Strategy which 

sets out: 

 what we mean by engagement; 

 key principles for engaging our communities and stakeholders; and 

 when and how engagement will take place. 
 
There will be an annual engagement plan setting out a timetable of engagement for each year. 
 
The strategy is available on the Council’s website.  It includes the Council’s approved Statement of Community Involvement (April 2012) which sets out 

how and when we will involve the community in preparing development plans and processing planning applications.  

The Council also has a legal Duty to Co-operate with specific partners to engage constructively, actively and on an on-going basis to address cross-boundary 

issues when preparing key plans. Devon County Council has worked with the Devon Local Authorities and other Agencies included on the Duty to Cooperate 

list to prepare a Devon Wide Duty to Cooperate protocol called ‘Planning Strategically across Local Boundaries’.   

Both of these documents are available on the Council’s website.   

 If you would like to be kept in touch with progress on the preparation of Our Plan please contact us with your details by emailing 

strategic.planning@westdevon.gov.uk or calling 01822 813600.   
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The timetable for preparing Our Plan is shown below.  We will review this timetable on an annual basis and amend it and identify the need for additional 

documents as appropriate. 

Document 
Title 

Subject matter and 
geographical area 

Chain of 
conformity 

Publication 
of 
Regulation 
18 
document 

Ongoing 
informal 
engagement 

Publication of 
Reg 19 
submission 
document 

Submission  Policies it will replace 

Our Plan West 
Devon 
 
& 
 
Proposals Map 

Sets out the vision and 
objectives for the Council 
including a strategy for spatial 
development to 2031. Sets out 
the policies against which 
planning applications will be 
considered. 
 
The planning policies will cover 
the West Devon Local Authority 
area excluding the Dartmoor 
National Park. 
 

Conformity 
with the 
NPPF 

May  2014 Work with the 
local 
community, 
Duty to 
Cooperate 
partners, and 
other 
stakeholders 
on  the issues 
to be covered 
by the plan 
 
May – October  
2014 

Winter 2014 Spring 2015 
 
Examination 
in Public 
(EIP) to 
follow 
 
Adoption 
anticipated 
Winter 
2015/16 
depending on 
the length of 
the EIP 

All policies contained 
in the 2005 Local Plan 
and 2011 Core 
Strategy unless 
saved/carried forward 
in Our Plan. 
 
NB: All SPDs will be 
saved until otherwise 
reviewed or replaced. 
. 

 
Further Information Sources  
Below are links to websites which will assist should you require further information on LDSs  

 

Document Weblink 
The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/5/contents 

 

The Localism Act (2011) 
 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/20/contents/enacted 
 

National Planning Policy Framework (2012) 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-
framework--2 
 

The Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 
2012 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/767/contents/made 
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