
 
Definitions and examples of unrefined and refined data 

 
 
Unrefined data 
 
Unrefined data is data that would pass a Data Protection Act or pass a Freedom of Information test. Unrefined 
data is the first point at which data is accessible to a third party and where any further refinement of that data 
could equally be undertaken by a third party or the local authority. It may include; 
 
Data held in paper format, without the benefit of any precise spatial or formal index; and/or 
Data held electronically or manually, but not specifically referenced to a parcel of land, spatial position or 
address, held as part of general Council business e.g. a Council meeting; and/or 
Where legislation specifically says the public has a right of access e.g. the planning register, the Local Plan 
etc. 
 
Examples of unrefined data 
 
1. A record which is informally referenced but not by a specific property address or parcel of land. This could 
be in paper format or equivalent format provided electronically such as a scanned image in PDF format or a 
MS Word document.  
2. An electronic system which captures the Con29 data but does not specifically index the data spatially or by 
parcel, or by property address. 
 
 
Refined data 
 
Refined data is where the local authority has added value to the unrefined data, but this value could equally 
have been added by a third party (e.g. the private sector) using the same set of unrefined data. The local 
authority or a third party would generally ‘add value’ by indexing the unrefined data e.g spatially. This refined 
data would then be further refined (or more commonly known as compiled) to produce a LLC1 or Con29.  
 
Examples of refined Data 
 
1. An electronic record, which is either indexed spatially or by parcel of land or by property address. 
 
2. Electronic record that can be accessed and extracted via the internet by parcel of land in electronic format. 
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