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Dear Mr Williams,  

 

Barne Barton Proposed Neighbourhood Plan Area Revised Boundary.  
 
 
I write in regard to the above consultation.  MOD has previously commented on the original 
application which was withdrawn.  Whereas I note that the proposed boundary has been revised to 
exclude some MOD land, I am disappointed to see that a significant area of MOD operational land is 
still included. 
 
The Ministry of Defence (MOD) welcomes the opportunity to comment on the application from the 
community group from Barne Barton seeking designation as the Barne Barton Neighbourhood 
Forum which also seeks to include MOD land at Devonport Dockyard within the area for a future 
Neighbourhood Plan.  MOD have no objection to a Neighbourhood Forum being formed and would 
welcome early engagement with such a body. 
 
I attach a letter dated 8th May 2014 from the Minister for International Security Strategy to Alison 
Seabeck MP, regarding the issue of including MOD owned land within the proposed Neighbourhood 
Plan.   
 
The Minister clearly sets out that the land is defined as Core for operational purposes and that there 
is an enduring defence requirement for the land.  Additionally, there has recently been an increase 
in personnel at the Base which has resulted in plans to intensify and formalise the use of the 
majority of the sports pitches.  I attach a plan which shows the current position regarding moving the 
secure boundary of the Base to include most of the pitches.  Whereas this plan is yet to be finalised, 
I include it to illustrate the intensification of use of the Base, which is expected to increase further as 
part of the Footprint Strategy.  
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As the Minister states, DIO must maintain our objection to any MOD owned land being included in 
the proposed Neighbourhood Plan.   Whereas the MOD seeks to accommodate community wishes 
regarding use of land or facilities, this is always on the provision that there is no negative impact 
upon operational requirements and any semi-formal arrangements, for example, use of MOD sports 
pitches, are reviewed on a regular basis. 
 
As you are aware, a LPA must ensure neighbourhood areas are coherent, consistent and 
appropriate in planning terms.  MOD land at Devonport Dockyard is operational Crown land, the 
primary purpose of which is as a Naval Dockyard.  The operational requirements of the Royal Navy 
dictate the use and development of the land.  It is not appropriate to include the Devonport 
Dockyard within the proposed NP area for the valid planning reason that the use and development 
of operational MOD land is primarily derived from nationally dictated requirements.   
 
Within the Barne Barton Neighbourhood Forum Constitution, paragraph 4.3 states:  
 
“The NDP will aim to;  
Set policies that will achieve the community’s vision and masterplan in the following themed 
priorities; 
G) Open space and MOD lands – transfer, access and rationalisation of pitches and land” 
 
It is essential to note that there are no plans to alter ownership of any of the sports pitches.  There 
will be no “transfer” of ownership.  If, at any point in the future, it is deemed that any of the land is 
surplus to defence requirements, it will be disposed of following departmental procedures.  I again 
stress that there are no plans, in the foreseeable future, to dispose of any of the land.  In regard to 
access, the Base already has a community engagement strategy which facilitates access where 
possible.  If necessary, this existing procedure may be altered, or streamlined, via communication 
with local DIO staff.  Any rationalisation will be drawn from operational requirements.  
 
In the recent legal case R (on the application of the Daws Hill Neighbourhood Forum) v Wycombe 
District Council, it was found that the exclusion of two sites from the proposed Neighbourhood Plan 
Area was appropriate for, amongst other reasons, if they were retained within the NP Area, the 
Neighbourhood Forum would form unrealistic expectations of what they could influence.  I suggest 
that the logic of the above is highly pertinent to your considerations. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you wish to clarify or discuss any of the points raised above. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Ellen O’Grady 
Senior Town Planner  
MTCP (Hons) MRTPI 


