
 
 

 

Mount Batten: see PPP series WD MB  
This prominent headland, originally called ‘Howe Stert’, sits across the mouth of the River Plym from 

Plymouth. Mount Batten takes its name from Vice Admiral William Batten, a Parliamentarian 

commander during the Civil War (1642-46). Mount Batten Tower, a 17th century fortification, 

dominates. Although much reduced by Victorian quarrying, the limestone bluff provides a natural 

breakwater for the Cattewater - providing a relatively safe anchorage. An important early trading 

community developed on its shores, with occupation dating from the late Bronze Age through to the 

Romano-British era. The Mary Rose anchored nearby, with the Royal fleet, in 1513. Dating from the 

same era, the ‘Cattewater Wreck’ was the UKs first protected wreck site. 

 

There were once a series of eight War Department boundary 
stones associated with this headland, but only one has so far 

been found. This is WD MB 7, pictured left. It is likely that one 

or two others may still be extant, but remain hidden amidst the 

dense undergrowth that covers the slopes of the headland and 

borders the steep steps at its western end. There is a memory 

of one stone sitting dislodged near the foot of the steps within 

the last decade. 

 

Intriguingly, these WD stones encompass a circular area to the 

west and south west of the Tower. There are references to a 

gun platform on the western slopes as early as the 16th century 

and again, in 1688, for an improved battery. Proposed new 

works in 1780 were not completed and there are no references 

to any 19th century military installations.  The Mount Batten 

boundary stones also appear on maps that pre-date the coastal 

searchlights which were in situ by 1911 and, by implication, they 

also pre-date all Second World War period defensive works.  

 

Mount Batten Tower probably remained in use defensively until the 1770s and later served as a Naval 

and Coastguard look-out and signal tower. There was also a row of Victorian Coastguard Cottages 

overlooking Batten Bay.   

 

Mount Batten is remembered, by many, for its use as a base for military seaplane and flying boat 

operations. It became RNAS Cattewater in 1917 and was later renamed RAF Mount Batten. It was home 

to the Meteorological Office from 1920, and in post war years and until closure, in 1986, it was used by 

the RAF Marine Branch for Air/Sea Rescue and other related services. The site of RAF Mount Batten was 

sold in 1992 and subsequently redeveloped.  
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