
Sutton Harbour Area Action Plan Workshop 21 August 2007 –  
Marine related employment 
 
Venue: Royal Corinthian Yacht Club, 7.00-8.30pm 
 
Attendees: 
 
John Hepburn   Maritime Plymouth 
Captain John Waters  Barbican Harbour side Residents Association 
Mike Duffield    Devon Schools Sailing Association 
David Curno    RYC & PPSA  
David King    Breton House Ltd  
Ray Bralsford   Action Group for Sutton Harbour 
Captain Tim Charlesworth  Cattedown Harbour Master 
Alan Roberts    Mayflower Boat Owners Association 
Harold Douglas   Action Group for Sutton Harbour 
Chris Price    Queen Anne’s Battery 
Katherine Bates   Queen Anne’s Residents Association 
Richard Smith   Association of Barbican Business 
Sue Macdonald   Councillor (St. Peter & The Waterfront ward) 
 
Will Collier    Plymouth City Council 
Kathryn Deeney   Plymouth City Council 
Nigel Twinn    Plymouth City Council 
Fiona Northcott   Plymouth City Council 
Hannah Dempsey   Plymouth City Council 
Matthew Coombe   Plymouth City Council 
 

Summary of Group Discussions 
 
How well are marine employment uses working and how can they be improved? 
 
Sailing clubs 
 
It was generally felt that the clubs were underused. One group felt they were not flush with 
funds. Five sailing clubs in the area were identified, only two having employees – the 
Royal Western Yacht Club and the Royal Plymouth Corinthian Yacht Club.   
One group felt the Mayflower Sailing club was in a good prominent position with good 
access to public slipways but that more should be made of these links to the public 
slipways. 
 
National / International Events 
 
One group felt that the sailing clubs played an important role in supporting/hosting 
national/international events. It is essential that such events have a three to five year 
planning period. It was considered the TransAtlantic race would need better support 
infrastructure including better parking provision. 
 
 



Queen Anne’s Battery (QAB) 
It was felt QAB was working well, positively supporting employment – however issues 
were raised relating to rent and legislation. One group felt the site needed specific 
attention with replacement of old buildings and inclusion of water related shops/centres eg 
Dive Centre, angling shops and kayak shop. 
Another group commented that the QAB is required to have a temporary landing stage 
which is not provided. Plymouth City Council, the landlords, should insist that this facility is 
provided. 
 
Wharves / slipways 
It was generally felt that the public slipways and access to the water were essential and 
should be retained but that some slipways were in poor condition (poor surfaces) for 
example those at Commercial Wharf. Sometimes the ownership of slipways was unclear.  
 
One group suggested the use of plastic jet floats, as used at Mount Batten – considered 
easier to access. There should also be provision for the launching of smaller boats. 
 
It was also supported the principle of an interactive area adjacent to the water - a mix of 
people and boats. 
 
Concerning Commercial Wharf, it was considered the space there provided a good source 
of rental income. One group raised concern about the lack of proposed service facilities for 
cruise ships/boats which would arrive at the new landing stage eg coach facilities and 
parking spaces.  
 
It was generally felt strongly that the stores at Commercial Wharf should be retained for 
water activities – which were seen as essential to all forms of on-water activities. One 
comment was that all the casements were currently being used for marine related uses, 
rather than some as stated in the Preferred Options report. 
 
The activities of the Devon Schools Sailing Association and the Mayflower Sailing Club 
were considered important to tourism and should continue. 
 
There was strong opposition to the idea of development on Commercial Wharf, 
Elphinstone and Phoenix Wharves – particularly in relation to loss of boating activities. 
 
Diving 
One group felt the diving was a big draw for the area and had additional benefits for the 
local B&B etc.  Further diving provision might be required. Another group identified a need 
for priority parking for divers.  
Most diving and unloading happens outside of Sutton Harbour. 
  
Fish Market 
 
The groups felt the fishmarket was a valuable asset but under-used. One group felt there 
should be links made with the NMA (big educational component), and provisions for 
visitors/tourism.  Ideas included a clever design that enabled people to view the operations 
in safety (i.e. walkways).  It was also suggested that an outlet, possibly a restaurant, 
should be linked with the fish market. Another group considered that there should be 
public access through it, with a viewing gallery. There should also be a link with the 



Dartington Glass building (former fish market). Another suggestion was to close off the 
fishmarket to the public when operational. 
 
Angling 
 
One group commented that angling in the area was very popular, and that big 
competitions were held in Plymouth.  There is currently angling from at Commercial Wharf 
and Elphinstone Wharf. A central point for meeting was suggested. Boat access was 
considered an issue. 
 
National Marine Aquarium 
 
The lock-gate bridge was raised as an issue. One suggestion was for a second pedestrian 
crossing. 
 
Parking 
There was unanimous support not to reduce parking and widespread support to increase 
parking. One group felt that parking outside the Barbican/Sutton Harbour area would not 
work well. Parking sites were suggested at Friary Park, the Hoe (underground) and 
Bretonside. The idea of car drop-off points at North Quay was suggested for people to 
access the boats. Money should be sought from developers to provide parking. 
 
North Quay Marina 
Concern was raised about the potential loss of the Princess yacht boats currently stored at 
the North Quay berths. These are currently a major source of revenue and their loss would 
be detrimental to the area. Concern was also raised about the loss of marine related uses 
along Salt Quay House (being demolished). These were considered essential to the 
marina – there must be marine related facilities near to the boats. Parking essential – no 
parking = loss of marina. 
 
Maritime history 
 
One group felt that more should be made of Plymouth’s maritime history.  For example a 
museum/exhibits on the flying boats, and facilities for visiting replica historical ships.  
 
Plymouth wasn’t able to receive HMS Bounty at Sutton harbour as there was no room for 
it. This was considered by one group as a real loss / missed opportunity. Sutton Harbour 
should have the facilities and capacity to receive such boats.  
 
It was felt the Mayflower Centre was underused. 
 
Other issues 
 
One group felt that the real problem with Sutton harbour and marine employment was the 
lack of visitors and inward investment in the area - it was considered the Barbican was in 
decline (disappearance of boatyard, declining numbers at aquarium etc). There was also 
concern about the number of high rise apartments – with questions about whether there 
was demand for further housing.  It was felt that what was needed was a big vision with 
major infrastructure improvements (eg rail provision) and quality buildings. There is also a 
need to sell Plymouth.  



 
However another group felt that the projected increase in population would result in an 
increase in demand and quality. 
 
To improve conditions for marine employment, there were ideas about improving parking, 
and providing better IT services for businesses (eg broadband). The City Council should 
provide a facilitating role for IT. 
 
It was also suggested that increased activity would generate more employment – but that 
this was dependent on market forces. 
 
One  group did not think that there was a requirement for more cafes and restaurants.  The 
loss of parking facilities was turning custom away. 
 
One group felt that new development in the area should be of a high quality design, even 
buildings for employment use.  People do not want to see industrial sheds like those on 
Stonehouse Creek. 
 
Another group commented that there was scope for small-scale industrial uses with some 
car parking for marine resources.  
 
Poor signage to the area was considered to be one of the major problems - need better 
connection with the rest of the city! Sutton harbour should also be the only and main arts 
quarter – not elsewhere. 
 
Other ideas included providing tourist buses; better maintenance of the area; and CCTV. 
Views of, and from, the sea should also be protected. 
 
A need for affordable marine related retail was identified. 
 
One group questioned the feasibility of water transport landing within Sutton Harbour. 
 
Two groups strongly supported the idea of a town quay where people could access the 
quay by boat. 
 
One group considered that tomb stoning (people jumping into the sea) could be restricted 
to appropriate places.  
 
It was felt there was a shortage of moorings and storage. 
 
It was felt by one group there could be more marine employment outside of the harbour 
area (outside of the lock-gate bridge). 
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