
 

 

OFFICIAL:SENSITIVE 

 

Local Authority Report 

to 

The Schools Adjudicator 

from 

 

Plymouth Local Authority 

to be provided by 

30 June 2020 

 

Report Cleared by: Name Amanda Paddison 

 Title Head of Business and Access 

 Telephone number 01752 306734 

 Email: amanda.paddison@plymouth.gov.uk 

 

Date submitted:  30 June 2020 

 

By: Name Sharon Stowe 

 Title Deputy Team Leader, School Admissions 

 Telephone number 01752 307469 

 Email: sharon.stowe@plymouth.gov.uk 

 
 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/office-of-the-schools-adjudicator 
 
 
Please email your completed report to: osa.team@schoolsadjudicator.gov.uk 
by 30 June 2020 and earlier if possible 
 

http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/office-of-the-schools-adjudicator
mailto:osa.team@schoolsadjudicator.gov.uk


 

2 
 

OFFICIAL:SENSITIVE 

Contents 
 

Section 1 - Normal point of admission ................................................................................. 4 

 

A. Co-ordination ................................................................................................................ 4 

B. Looked after and previously looked after children ................................................. 4 

C. Special educational needs and disabilities .............................................................. 6 

 

Section 2 - In-year admissions .............................................................................................. 6 

 

A. Co-ordination of in-year admissions ......................................................................... 6 

B. Looked after children and previously looked after children .................................. 6 

C. Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities ................................. 7 

D. Fair access protocol .................................................................................................... 8 

 E. General comments on in-year dmissions……………………………………………………..……..8 

 

Section 3 - Other matters ....................................................................................................... 9 

Section 4 - Feedback .............................................................................................................. 9 

 

 
 
 
  



 

3 
 

OFFICIAL:SENSITIVE 

Introduction and guidance on completing the report – Revised April 2020 
 
 
1. Section 88P of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 (the Act) 

requires every local authority to make an annual report to the adjudicator. The 
Chief Adjudicator then includes a summary of these reports in her annual 
report to the Secretary for State for Education. The School Admissions Code 
(the Code) sets out the requirements for reports by local authorities in 
paragraph 6. Paragraph 3.23 specifies what must be included as a minimum 
in the report to the adjudicator and makes provision for the local authority to 
include any other matters. This is a revised template issued in the light of the 
Covid-19 pandemic.  

 
2. This template requests local authorities only for:  
 

a) information about how admission arrangements in the area of the local 
authority serve the interests of looked after children and previously looked 
after children, children with disabilities and children with special 
educational needs, including any details of where problems have arisen; 

 
b) an assessment of the effectiveness of Fair Access Protocols and co-

ordination in their area, including how many children were admitted to 
each school under them.  

 
3. We would be grateful if local authorities would follow the approach used in 

statutory provisions and in the Department for Education Statistical First 
Release1 and the Education Middle School (England) Regulations 20022. 

  
4. Local authorities are, of course, free to comment on any other matters not 

specifically addressed in this template if they wish to do so under section 3. 
The views expressed by local authorities in previous years also remain a 
matter of public record. 

 

5. The report must be returned to the Office of the Schools Adjudicator by 30 
June 2020. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
1 Department for Education Statistical First Release 
2 The Education Middle School (England) Regulations 2002   

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/schools-pupils-and-their-characteristics-january-2018
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2002/1983/contents/made
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Information requested 
 

Section 1 - Normal point of admission 
 

A. Co-ordination 

 

B. Looked after and previously looked after children 

 

i. How well does the admissions system in your local authority area serve the 
interests of looked after children at normal points of admission? 

 

☐Not at all  ☐Not well  ☐Well  ☒Very well  ☐Not applicable3   

 

ii. How well do the admissions systems in other local authority areas serve the 
interests of children looked after by your local authority at normal points of 
admission?  
 

☐Not at all  ☐Not well  ☒Well  ☐Very well  ☐Not applicable3   

 
iii. How well does your admissions system serve the interests of children who are 

looked after by other local authorities but educated in your area at normal 
points of admission? 
 

                                                           
3 ‘Not applicable’ will only be appropriate if there are no children falling within this definition.  

i. How well did co-
ordination of the 
main admissions 
round work? 

Not 
well 

A large number of 
small problems or a 

major problem 

Well with few 
small problems 

Very 
well 

Reception 
 

    

Year 7 
 

    

Other relevant 
years of entry  

    

ii. Please give examples to illustrate your answer if you wish: 
 

Reception and Year 7:  Minor cross border issues where action dates differ in the 
co-ordinated scheme 
 
 
KS4: Neighbouring authority not forwarding applications in a timely manner to be 
considered in the 1st round of allocations causing pupils to miss out on places 
which then resulted in one school going above PAN.  
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☐Not at all  ☐Not well  ☐Well  ☒Very well  ☐Not applicable3   

 
iv. How well does the admissions system in your local authority area serve the 

interests of previously looked after children at normal points of admission? 
 

☐Not at all  ☐Not well  ☐Well  ☒Very well  ☐Not applicable3   

 

 

vi. If you wish to please give any examples of good or poor practice or difficulties 
which exemplify your answers about the admission to schools of looked after 
and previously looked after children at the normal points of admission: 

 
Planning takes place with clear communication between the admissions and Virtual 
School Teams, to discuss planned destinations. This means that some schools don’t 
become overwhelmed with LAC or PLAC, and where numbers are high, additional 
resource and support can be provided. Practice is effective, timely and built on the needs 
of the child. Children in Plymouth will always receive the school which has been identified 
as being the most appropriate at this point of transition. This is also supported through the 
school transport team, when a school is identified as being a distance from the child’s 
home. Due to this ‘direction’ a bus pass is provided so that the carers are not 
disadvantaged by there not being an appropriate school nearby. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

v. Priority in admission arrangements for 2021 for adopted children previously in 

care abroad. Please comment on the use of a priority in admission 

arrangements for a child adopted who was previously in care abroad if you 

wish. 

These circumstances have arisen very rarely. However, on the occasion that it did arise, 

there was excellent communication and examination of relevant legislation and guidance, 

so that, between us, we arrived at a correct outcome. 
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C. Special educational needs and disabilities 

 
Section 2 - In-year4 admissions 

 

A. Co-ordination of in-year admissions 

 

B. Looked after children and previously looked after children 
 

i. How well does the in-year admissions system serve children who are looked 
after by your local authority and who are being educated in your area? 

 

☐Not at all  ☐Not well  ☐Well  ☒Very well  ☐Not applicable5   

 

ii. How well do the in-year admission systems in other local authority areas 
serve the interests of your looked after children? 
 

☐Not at all  ☒Not well  ☐Well  ☐Very well  ☐Not applicable6  

 

                                                           
4 By in-year we mean admission at the start of any school year which is not a normal point of entry for the 
school concerned (for example at the beginning of Year 2 for a five to eleven primary school) and admission 
during the course of any school year after the end of the statutory waiting list period (ie 31 December) in 
normal years of admission. 
5 ‘Not applicable’ will only be appropriate if there are no children falling within this definition. 
6 ‘Not applicable’ will only be appropriate if there are no children falling within this definition. 

i. Please provide any comments you wish to make on the admission of children 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities at the normal points of 
admission: 

Plymouth LA do not have any difficulty with admission of children with EHC Plans at the 
normal points of admission, both the Admissions Team and 0-25 SEND Team ensure 
that there is good communication regarding naming of mainstream or special school on a 
child’s EHC Plan. 

 
 
 

Please provide any comments on the co-ordination of in year admissions if you 
wish. 
In order to ensure fairness and compliance to the School Admissions Code it is believed 

that Local Authorities should be mandatorily co-ordinating In Year Admissions for all 

schools. Plymouth Local Authority runs a co-ordinated scheme, but two out of 86 schools 

are not part of the scheme. This means that it is much more difficult for parents to be 

sure that these schools are complying with the School Admissions Code and this may 

mean that some children could be unfairly discriminated against. 
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iii. How well does your in-year admissions system serve the interests of 
children who are looked after by other local authorities but educated in your 
area? 
 

☐Not at all  ☐Not well  ☐Well  ☒Very well  ☐Not applicable6   

iv. How well does your in-year admissions system serve the interests of 
previously looked after children? 

 

☐Not at all  ☐Not well  ☐Well  ☒Very well  ☐Not applicable6   

 

v. If you wish please give examples of any good or poor practice or 
difficulties which support or exemplify your answers about in-year admissions 
for looked after and previously looked after children: 
 
The relationship and working arrangements between the virtual school and admissions 
team in Plymouth is highly effective and built on shared priorities to get the best results 
for these groups of children. Any application for a school place that is, or is suspected of 
being for a child in care, or previously in care, is shared with the VS team. The team is 
requested to approve or challenge the appropriateness of the identified school based on 
Ofsted ratings and local knowledge. Where a school might be up to PAN, the two teams 
work effectively to discuss with a head teacher, the option of ‘Direction’ and on the rare 
event where this has had to happen, it has resulted in the child starting at the identified 
school. 
Challenges are often faced when trying to identify a school place for a child who has 
been moved mid-year. Some other LA systems make it difficult on occasions to get a 
school identified, resulting in a delay in identifying a school and on occasions, a 
significant gap in the continuity of learning. This is made even more challenging when 
the child has an EHCP as the process of consultation often acts as a disadvantage for 
the child; especially if a special school placement is required. 
 

 

C. Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
 

i. How well served are children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities who have an education health and care plan that names a school 
when they need to be admitted in-year? 
 

☐Not at all ☐Not well ☒Well    ☐Very well   ☐ Not applicable6  

 

ii. How well served are children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities who do not have an education health and care plan when they 
need to be admitted in-year? 
 

☐Not at all  ☐Not well  ☒Well  ☐Very well  ☐Don’t know 
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iii. Please give examples of good or poor practice or difficulties which support or 
exemplify your answers about in-year admissions for children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities: 

 
The Plymouth Admissions Team work closely with the 0-25 SEND Team to secure in-year 
admission requests for children with EHC Plans. Difficulties do sometimes arise for the 0-
25 SEND Team when carrying out the consult process with a school. 

 
 

 

 

iv. If you wish please provide any comments about in-year admissions in respect 
of other children: 

 
 
 

 

D. Fair access protocol 
 

i. Has your fair access protocol been agreed7 with the majority of state-funded 
mainstream schools in your area? 

 
☒Yes for primary 

☒Yes for secondary 
 

ii. If you have not been able to tick both boxes above, please explain why: 
 
 

 

iii. How many children were admitted to schools in your area under the fair 

access protocol between 1 April 2019 and 31 March 2020?   

Type of school 

Number of children admitted 

Primary aged children Secondary aged children 

Community and 
voluntary controlled  

4 0 

Foundation, 
voluntary aided and 
academies 

26 73 

Total 
 

30 73 

 
iv. How well do you consider hard to place children are served by the fair 

access protocol in your area? 

 

                                                           
7 An existing protocol remains binding on all schools up until the point at which a new one is adopted. 
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☐Not at all ☐Not well ☒Well  ☐Very well    ☐Not applicable8 

 

v. Please make any relevant comment on the protocol not covered above if you 
wish. 

 
 

 

E. Any other comments on the admission of children in-year not previously 

raised if you wish. 
In the current School Admissions Code schools are allowed to refuse an in year place, even if they 
have a vacancy, if the child has challenging behaviour as described in the LA Fair Access scheme. 
They are not allowed to refuse for any other reason if they have a space. However there are a 
very small minority of parents who move their children from school to school multiple times, to 
the detriment of the child. There was for example a child in this LA who moved schools 9 times 
by the time he was in the Autumn Term of Year 1, and another child who has moved from School 
A to School B to School C to School B to school D and now wants to return to School B. On each 
application the parent has expressed her dissatisfaction with whichever is the current school. 
When another school move is clearly not in the best interests of a child, but the child itself does 
not have “challenging behaviour” it would be good to have some system where a child could be 
refused even if spaces are available. This could perhaps be referred under the Fair Access 
process, in the same way that children with challenging behaviour are. If the Fair Access Panel 
felt that a move would be clearly detrimental they could uphold the decision of the school, and 
the parent would still have the right to appeal of course. Any such legislation would need to be 
carefully worded so that schools only refused when it was clearly detrimental to the child to 
move schools. 
 

 

Section 3 - Other matters 
 

Are there any other matters that the local authority would like to raise that have not 

been covered by the questions above?   

 

 
 
 
 

Section 4 - Feedback 
 
We would be grateful if you could provide any feedback on completing this report to 
inform our practice for 2021. 
 

                                                           
8 ‘Not applicable’ would mean that there were no hard to place children for which the protocol was required. 
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Thank you for completing this template.   
 

Please return to Lisa Short at OSA.Team@schoolsadjudicator.gov.uk by 30 June 

2020 

mailto:OSA.Team@schoolsadjudicator.gov.uk

