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The revised timetable
The District Council has updated its timetable which means we have 
a revised programme for Our Plan. This timetable is called a Local 
Development Scheme (LDS) and sets out the diff erent stages – what 
we are doing and when. We will also be updating our Engagement 
Strategy timetable.

Our Plan Update
Welcome to the latest issue of Our Plan e-newsletters. We 
hope you have seen our previous e-newsletters, found them 
informative and have given us your views to help shape Our Plan. 
This one has been published to update you on the progress we 
have made so far with Our Plan and includes a revised timetable.

Did you know?
Although the timetable 
for Our Plan has been 
revised the plan period 
(2011-2031) will stay 
the same.
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Why have we revised the timetable?
We have some difficult issues and challenges to get right in Our Plan. One of the most important parts of 
the Plan is about understanding how the South Hams is likely to change over the next 15 years. To do this 
we are continuing to look at the technical aspects of demographic change, such as population projections 
and changes to household size, house prices and future economic growth.

We need to find an appropriate way to accommodate the changes in our area. We also need to identify 
enough land to meet the development needs of our communities, including land for housing. 

Faced with these complex and long term issues we will need to balance a range of needs and different 
views. We hope many of you will agree that our revised timetable will allow for adequate time to 
adopt the right development strategy and planning policies for our area. It will also provide more 
opportunities for further engagement as we look at different options for achieving the sustainable 
growth of the South Hams.

We must also consider what is happening in the wider geographical area as this has an impact on how we 
plan for the South Hams, in particular we need to do some further work with neighbouring authorities 
(our ‘Duty to Co-operate Partners’).

The revised timetable will also enable us to undertake additional work on our housing needs  
(our ‘Objectively Assessed Need’) and continue to look at what local infrastructure is needed to  
support the future development of the district.

Neighbourhood Plans
As work on Our Plan progresses, neighbourhood plan groups and others will have more clarity about the 
levels of growth proposed for South Hams. Neighbourhood plans have a real opportunity to help shape 
how this development comes forward in their local areas.

There are currently 14 neighbourhood plan groups with areas 
designated in the South Hams and others continue to come forward. 
These groups are at different stages of preparing a neighbourhood 
plan, such as gathering evidence to understand key local issues, 
agreeing a community vision and developing planning policies to 
help bring about that vision. Further information about these  
can be found on the Council’s website:  
www.southhams.gov.uk/shneighbourhoodplans

The ‘development plan’ for the South Hams will comprise Our Plan 
and any adopted neighbourhood plans in the area and there are clear 
benefits to developing these plans in tandem. These include a greater 
understanding of development needs and local aspirations, ensuring 
‘general conformity’ and co-ordinating work on the development plan 
for our area. 

Neighbourhood plans need to be in ‘general conformity’ with Our Plan. 
This means that their policies need to be consistent, and not in conflict, 
with the high level strategic elements of Our Plan which will set out 
and deliver the overall planning and development strategy for the area.

Neighbourhood 
Plans
The government gave 
communities the power to 
prepare plans for their own 
area (called Neighbourhood 
(Development) Plans). 
They have to be in general 
conformity with Our 
Plan (the Local Plan), can 
positively add local detail 
to higher level strategic 
policies and can address 
those local issues which 
can be changed by planning 
policies. More information 
about neighbourhood plans 
can be found at http://
mycommunityrights.org.uk/
neighbourhood-planning/

http://mycommunityrights.org.uk/neighbourhood-planning/
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So, while neighbourhood plans give 
people the opportunity to develop 
their views about the right type of 
development for their community these 
plans must still meet the needs of 
the wider area. In most cases, this will 
mean they have to take account of the 
District Council’s assessment of housing 
and other development needs in the 
area. As the Council agrees the housing 
growth levels and other development 
needs for South Hams over the coming 
months, neighbourhood plans will have 
more clarity about this.

We wish to encourage local communities to prepare Neighbourhood 
Plans and take the opportunity to help deliver the housing and other 
development needs in their area.

Did you know?
Neighbourhood plans can include, for example, planning 
polices to support local businesses and retail frontages, 
provide new or retain existing employment land, 
propose community energy schemes and other policies 
to address climate change, enhance local heritage 
assets and help promote the health and well being of 
the community. They can propose housing policies, 
including sites for new housing, support locations for 
new offi  ces or adopt design policies so local people 
have a say in what new development looks like.

How are we preparing Our Plan?
We have made good progress in preparing Our Plan. For example, we have:

 z Published a consultation document (Regulation 18) in July 2014 ‘Shaping 
our communities to 2031’ about the scope of Our Plan;

 z Held formal discussions with our Members, we have talked with 
many of you at the community events we visited during the 
summer, we have held Town and Parish Council workshops and 
spoken to partners and stakeholders at various meetings and 
forums, including neighbourhood plan groups;

 z Completed a Strategic Housing Market Needs Assessment (SHMNA) 
which looks at housing needs across the district;

 z Carried out a Land Availability Assessment (LAA), including a Call for 
Sites for land for housing, employment and gypsies and travellers;

 z Published a series of e-newsletters to consult and inform 
you about the key stages and topics of Our Plan; and

 z Used social media and other ways to communicate with 
you about what we are doing and to gather your views.

We are:

 z Developing a series of draft high level strategic planning policies to cover diff erent issues 
such as building sustainable communities, housing and employment, 
managing development, the historic and natural environment, 
health and well being and renewable energy;

 z Developing a framework to assess the sustainability of the 
emerging Plan; and

 z Continuing to gather and update evidence about our 
housing needs, look at population projections, consider how 
we can support economic growth in our area and meet with 
our infrastructure providers.

Issue 1: Launch edition
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Issue 5: Our Resources
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Welcome! 

Welcome to the first edition 

of Our Plan Latest News. 

Hopefully you will by now have seen 

the consultation document on Our 

Plan which marks the first stage in 

its preparation. This document sets 

the scene including what we believe are the main 

challenges and the topics the plan should cover. If you 

haven’t already had a chance to have a look then please 

do. You can comment until Friday 20th June – take a look 

at our website (www.southhams.gov.uk/ourplan) or pop 

in to our offices in Totnes. 

We’re continuing to work on Our Plan and over 

the summer months there will be lots of different  

opportunities for you to get involved in  helping  us shape 

the detail of the plan. As part of this consultation, we’ll 

be publishing regular e-newsletters, like this one, through 

which we’ll share with you the latest news on various 

topics in Our Plan. 

This first edition gives you a quick overview of Our Plan 

and why we’re preparing it, provides more information 

about the events we’ll be attending over the summer and 

lets you know what’s coming up in future newsletters.

If you aren’t already signed up to receive these e-newsletter 

updates then contact the strategic planning team with your 

email address and we’ll get you added to our mailing list.

Finally, we hope that you find these e-newsletters 

interesting and informative. They’re designed for you to 

get the information you need to be able to get as involved 

as you want to be in shaping Our Plan for the future. So, 

if there’s anything you think we 

could do to make them better 

then let us know.

It will cover a wide range of topics, from 

issues such as community wellbeing, 

energy needs and landscape protection 

through to employment growth, housing and  

infrastructure. Our Plan will include planning  

policies for the part of the District outside  

of the Dartmoor National Park who have 

their own plans and policies for their area. 

Our current Core Strategy only takes us to 

2016, so it is important that we begin work 

on preparing a new plan for the District. 

There have also been changes introduced 

by central government to the national 

planning system which means that we need 

to update our plans and cover a wider range 

of issues than before. It makes more sense 

to write one new plan covering all the issues 

than amend the ones we already have. 

By preparing a new plan in this way, we can 

make sure that future Council services are 

commissioned in the most effective way that 

meets local needs and supports communities. 

Having an up to date plan also means 

that we are less at risk from unplanned 

development in inappropriate areas and at 

the same time means that we can support 

development opportunities which help our 

local businesses and communities to thrive. 
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Topics & Challenges: 
You Said, We Say ...

News. This edition tells you about the recent 
consultation, how many responses we received 
and what changes we have made as a result. 

When was the 
consultation?
The first consultation on Our 

Statutory consultees 
(such as Natural England, 
English Heritage and  
Devon County Council)

 z Local residents 

 z Local groups and organisations

 z Town and Parish Councils

 z Neighbouring authorities 
(Plymouth City Council, 
Cornwall Council, Teignbridge 
District Council, Torbay Council 
and Dartmoor National Park)

 z
our neighbouring areas

 z Developers, agents and 

 z Developer Forum –  
6th June 2014

 z Voluntary Voice –  
Tuesday 20th May

 z Agents Forum – 23rd May 2014

We advertised the consultation 
on our website and through our 
Facebook and Twitter accounts.

We made paper copies available 
at our reception at Follaton 
House in Totnes. 

What did the  
responses say?
We had some really good 
suggestions about what we 
could improve or change so 
thank you to all of you who have 
taken the time to respond to the 
consultation. You can view all 
of the responses in full on our 
website using the following link - 
www.southhams.gov.uk/ourplan 

In this newsletter we have picked 
out the key issues you told us 

organisations. 
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We made paper copies available 

organisations. 
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Considering sites for development
Hello, most of you will know that 
SHDC are currently preparing for the 
production of Our Plan due to be 
completed in the latter half of 2015. 
Many of you will not know the extent 
of the workload required to achieve 
this. The prime consideration and 
one of our biggest challenges is to 

provide much needed homes and jobs whilst, at the same 

time protecting the beautiful place that is South Hams.

Finding a suitable and available 
piece of land for development in 
the South Hams is no mean feat.  
With the Dartmoor National Park 
on our door step, two areas of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty, many 
important heritage assets, coastal 
areas and beaches together with 
the rolling hills and many other 
sensitive environments within our 
district, there is a lot to consider.  
On a practical note there are 
infrastructure requirements to be 
considered.

this responsibility is set out by 
central government.

We want to see development 
happen in the right places with minimal impact on our environment and where it provides 

opportunities to meet the needs of 
our communities and South Hams 
has to show how it is responding 
to national policies by preparing 
a plan which will ultimately be 
submitted for a blessing by the 
planning inspectorate.

As you will appreciate a huge 
amount of information is required 
to help us complete this mission, 
not least being carefully assessed 
forecasts for things like growth, 
population movement etc.  
Following the acquisition of much 
of this data we have recently 
completed the assessment of a 
call for sites and the details of this 
operation are contained in the 
body of this newsletter together 
with what are the next steps on 
the journey and what we are using 
the information for as well as 

what we’re not using it for.There are a couple of messages 
which I would like you to take 
away with you.  Firstly, we will not 
be making any decisions without 
proper consultation.  This exercise 
is just the first step in helping us 
to plan for the potential sites of 
new development.  Secondly, I 
would like you to understand the 
amount of work that is required 
by the process and why it is going 
to take quite a bit more time and 
finally it would be really helpful if 
you could have a look at what our 
thoughts are about the sites that 
have been suggested.  The details 
are on our website.  

What do you think?  Have we 
missed anything?  Please let us 
know.

Cllr Hicks South Hams  District Council

Please remember…This exercise looks at what 
sites might have potential for future development in the district. However, it doesn’t make any decisions 

about where development 
will or will not go. Further consideration will be given to this through the preparation of Our Plan and 

Neighbourhood Plans.
Tell us what you think about 
our assessment of sites by 
sending us your comments by  
Friday 31 October 2014.

Please let us know.....of any other potential development sites for housing or employment
Nevertheless we have a duty and 
responsibility to make sure that 
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What do you think?  Have we 
missed anything?  Please let us 
know.

Latest News
Issue No.5

1st December 2014

The UK is committed to binding targets for 

reducing our carbon emissions, and that means 

being more efficient with the energy that we use, 

and also finding ways to generate energy that 

doesn’t release carbon into the atmosphere. 

For a long time the energy requirements of 

the UK have been met by either fossil fuels or 

nuclear energy. The percentage of energy that we 

generate from renewable sources has been slowly 

growing over the last 10-20 years, and is now 

making a significant contribution to our energy 

supply. There are numerous benefits of renewable 

energy; the resources used to create the energy – 

such as wind, sun or water - are free and naturally 

occurring, and they also reduce our reliance on 

energy supplies from outside the UK. And because 

renewable energy doesn’t release carbon into the 

atmosphere when it creates energy, it helps us to 

reduce our carbon emissions.
Our Plan will need to include policies about 

carbon reduction and renewable energy. Global 

carbon emissions continue to rise, fuelled by 

an ever growing population and increasingly 

resource hungry behaviours. Over the last 

few years the price of fossil fuels continues to 

increase, although in certain parts of the world 

prices have been volatile due to the finite nature 

of the resources and reduced energy security. 

In West Devon, where many of our existing 

buildings use energy inefficiently, this increase 

in fuel prices combined with relatively low wage 

levels have led to a large increase in the amount 

of households considered to be in ‘fuel poverty’, 

which in this day and age is hard to accept. As 

such, we need to use energy more efficiently in 

all aspects of our lives, reducing both our carbon 

emissions and the money we spend on energy.

We also need to generate energy closer to home 

to make our communities resilient to future energy 

issues. We all need to play our part in meeting 

the national targets for reducing carbon, and the 

government also requires all councils to show 

a positive approach to renewable energy. The 

government is also encouraging communities to 

take more ownership of renewable energy schemes, 

so that they can retain more of the benefits in 

the places where the energy is generated.

Our ResourcesWelcome to the latest edition of the 

Our Plan e-Newsletter. This newsletter 

looks at the challenges we face to reduce 

our carbon emissions, the  

opportunities that will come from 

doing so, and the Our Plan strategies 

and policies that we think will help us 

achieve significant carbon reduction. 

But we need to know what you think?
Please remember…

This is your chance to help us shape new policies.

Tell us what you think about our early ideas by 

sending us your comments by 5th January 2015

Issue 2: Topic & Challenges

Cllr Hicks
South Hams 
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Cllr Hicks
South Hams District Council
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Our Heritage &  

Our Environment

Welcome to the latest addition of Our Plan e-Newsletter. This newsletter 

looks at the issues and challenges for Our Heritage and Our Environment, 

and how we think these areas could be addressed by planning policies in 

Our Plan. But we want to know what you think.
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We will continue to keep in touch and keep talking with you, and will:

 z Publish newsletters to consult and inform you about key stages and topics;

 z Use social media and local news bulletins; and 

 z Produce video diaries about Our Plan which are available on our website.

And we will continue to: 

 z Encourage neighbourhood  
planning.

The Strategic Planning Team, 
South Hams District Council, 
Follaton House, Totnes, TQ9 5NE

Strategic.Planning@southhams.gov.uk

www.southhams.gov.uk/ourplan

e

wwww.facebook.com/OurPlanSH

@OurPlanSH

Follow us on Twitter and find us on Facebook to keep 
up to date with progress being made on Our Plan 
and to find out about events near you.

For more information

South Hams
District Council

What is the next important stage?
We need to agree a development strategy for our area. This includes looking at the potential levels of 
new development, where it could go and how to make sure it happens. 

We will also continue to talk with our Members, our neighbouring authorities, Town and Parish Council’s, 
neighbourhood plan groups and others about the most appropriate development strategy to meet our 
needs and those of future generations in our area. 

Our South Hams
We live in a beautiful environment which has many special qualities which we value and which supports 
our active communities. We are aware there will be debate about the best way to plan for change and we 
hope you will engage positively in this discussion and help look for the best solutions to provide for this 
development and enhance the quality and vitality of our settlements.

If you wish to get in touch with us about any of the information contained in 
this e-Newsletter, please contact us via the contact details provided below.
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