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Our Plan Update
Welcome to the latest issue of Our Plan e-newsletters. We
hope you have seen our previous e-newsletters, found them
informative and have given us your views to help shape Our Plan.
This one has been published to update you on the progress we
have made so far with Our Plan and includes a revised timetable.

The revised timetable

Did you know?

The District Council has updated its timetable which means we have
a revised programme for Our Plan. This timetable is called a Local
Development Scheme (LDS) and sets out the different stages – what
we are doing and when. We will also be updating our Engagement
Strategy timetable.
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the same.

Informal
consultation
on the
development
strategy and
options for
development

Consultation
Consult on the
proposed plan

Submit
plan for
independent
examination

Regulation 19

Jan - May 2015

June - Sept
2015

November/
December 2015

April 2016

Why have we revised the timetable?
We have some difficult issues and challenges to get right in Our Plan. One of the most important parts of
the Plan is about understanding how the South Hams is likely to change over the next 15 years. To do this
we are continuing to look at the technical aspects of demographic change, such as population projections
and changes to household size, house prices and future economic growth.
We need to find an appropriate way to accommodate the changes in our area. We also need to identify
enough land to meet the development needs of our communities, including land for housing.
Faced with these complex and long term issues we will need to balance a range of needs and different
views. We hope many of you will agree that our revised timetable will allow for adequate time to
adopt the right development strategy and planning policies for our area. It will also provide more
opportunities for further engagement as we look at different options for achieving the sustainable
growth of the South Hams.
We must also consider what is happening in the wider geographical area as this has an impact on how we
plan for the South Hams, in particular we need to do some further work with neighbouring authorities
(our ‘Duty to Co-operate Partners’).
The revised timetable will also enable us to undertake additional work on our housing needs
(our ‘Objectively Assessed Need’) and continue to look at what local infrastructure is needed to
support the future development of the district.

Neighbourhood Plans
As work on Our Plan progresses, neighbourhood plan groups and others will have more clarity about the
levels of growth proposed for South Hams. Neighbourhood plans have a real opportunity to help shape
how this development comes forward in their local areas.
There are currently 14 neighbourhood plan groups with areas
designated in the South Hams and others continue to come forward.
These groups are at different stages of preparing a neighbourhood
plan, such as gathering evidence to understand key local issues,
agreeing a community vision and developing planning policies to
help bring about that vision. Further information about these
can be found on the Council’s website:
www.southhams.gov.uk/shneighbourhoodplans
The ‘development plan’ for the South Hams will comprise Our Plan
and any adopted neighbourhood plans in the area and there are clear
benefits to developing these plans in tandem. These include a greater
understanding of development needs and local aspirations, ensuring
‘general conformity’ and co-ordinating work on the development plan
for our area.
Neighbourhood plans need to be in ‘general conformity’ with Our Plan.
This means that their policies need to be consistent, and not in conflict,
with the high level strategic elements of Our Plan which will set out
and deliver the overall planning and development strategy for the area.
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Neighbourhood
Plans
The government gave
communities the power to
prepare plans for their own
area (called Neighbourhood
(Development) Plans).
They have to be in general
conformity with Our
Plan (the Local Plan), can
positively add local detail
to higher level strategic
policies and can address
those local issues which
can be changed by planning
policies. More information
about neighbourhood plans
can be found at http://
mycommunityrights.org.uk/
neighbourhood-planning/

So, while neighbourhood plans give
people the opportunity to develop
their views about the right type of
development for their community these
plans must still meet the needs of
the wider area. In most cases, this will
mean they have to take account of the
District Council’s assessment of housing
and other development needs in the
area. As the Council agrees the housing
growth levels and other development
needs for South Hams over the coming
months, neighbourhood plans will have
more clarity about this.

Did you know?
Neighbourhood plans can include, for example, planning
polices to support local businesses and retail frontages,
provide new or retain existing employment land,
propose community energy schemes and other policies
to address climate change, enhance local heritage
assets and help promote the health and well being of
the community. They can propose housing policies,
including sites for new housing, support locations for
new offices or adopt design policies so local people
have a say in what new development looks like.

We wish to encourage local communities to prepare Neighbourhood
Plans and take the opportunity to help deliver the housing and other
development needs in their area.

How are we preparing Our Plan?
We have made good progress in preparing Our Plan. For example, we have:
z Published a consultation document (Regulation 18) in July 2014 ‘Shaping
our communities to 2031’ about the scope of Our Plan;
s
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Issue 4: Our Heritage & Our Environment
Issue 5: Our Resources

z Developing a series of draft high level strategic planning policies to cover different issues
such as building sustainable communities, housing and employment,
managing development, the historic and natural environment,
health and well being and renewable energy;
z Developing a framework to assess the sustainability of the
emerging Plan; and
z Continuing to gather and update evidence about our
housing needs, look at population projections, consider how
we can support economic growth in our area and meet with
our infrastructure providers.
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The first consultation on Our

Welcome

z Carried out a Land Availability Assessment (LAA), including a Call for
Sites for land for housing, employment and gypsies and travellers;
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z Completed a Strategic Housing Market Needs Assessment (SHMNA)
which looks at housing needs across the district;

z Used social media and other ways to communicate with
you about what we are doing and to gather your views.

Issue No.3

Issue No.2 1st August 2014

Topics & Challenges:
You Said, We Say ...

z Held formal discussions with our Members, we have talked with
many of you at the community events we visited during the
summer, we have held Town and Parish Council workshops and
spoken to partners and stakeholders at various meetings and
forums, including neighbourhood plan groups;

z Published a series of e-newsletters to consult and inform
you about the key stages and topics of Our Plan; and
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Fuel poverty

z Sport

z Cultural facilities

Our Partners
z Neighbouring
authorities
z Voluntary
sector
z Infrastructure
providers
z Clinical
Commissioning
Groups

We will continue to keep in touch and keep talking with you, and will:
zz Publish newsletters to consult and inform you about key stages and topics;
zz Use social media and local news bulletins; and
zz Produce video diaries about Our Plan which are available on our website.

And we will continue to:

Our Homes
zz Future housing
numbers
zz Affordable
housing

zz Encourage neighbourhood
planning.

zz Self-build

Our Vision

zz Gypsy and
traveller
provision

zz Aims and framework
for future growth

zz Housing mix
and type

zz Our priorities and
challenges

zz Design
standards

Our Communities

Our
Environment

Our
Infrastructure

Our Economy

zz Communications

zz Employment
strategy
zz Employment
policies
zz Town centre and
retail policies
zz Regeneration
zz Diversification
zz Enabling flexibility
and supporting
change

zz Roads and
transport

Our Heritage

zz Education

zz Conservation
areas

zz Health and
social care

zz Listed buildings
zz Heritage assets
zz Reuse of land
and buildings

zz Sport

zz Archaeology

zz Cultural facilities

Our Resources

Our Wellbeing

Our Partners

zz Renewable energy

zz Social inclusion

zz Neighbouring
authorities

zz The development
strategy

zz Biodiversity

zz Zero carbon

zz Public safety

zz Role for
neighbourhood
planning

zz Designated
and protected
landscapes

zz Climate change

zz Open space and
sport

zz Defining ‘sustainable
development’

zz Green
infrastructure

zz Sustainability
Appraisal
zz Community
empowerment and
enabling

zz Trees & hedges
zz Coastal change
zz Water resources
and quality

zz Waste and
recycling
zz Utilities

zz Energy
hierarchy

zz Community assets

zz Sustainable
construction

zz Health
infrastructure

zz Resource
management

zz Sustainable
and community
transport

zz Voluntary
sector
zz Infrastructure
providers
zz Clinical
Commissioning
Groups

zz Fuel poverty

zz Soil resources
zz Flood risk

The themes of Our Plan

What is the next important stage?
We need to agree a development strategy for our area. This includes looking at the potential levels of
new development, where it could go and how to make sure it happens.
We will also continue to talk with our Members, our neighbouring authorities, Town and Parish Council’s,
neighbourhood plan groups and others about the most appropriate development strategy to meet our
needs and those of future generations in our area.

Our South Hams
We live in a beautiful environment which has many special qualities which we value and which supports
our active communities. We are aware there will be debate about the best way to plan for change and we
hope you will engage positively in this discussion and help look for the best solutions to provide for this
development and enhance the quality and vitality of our settlements.

If you wish to get in touch with us about any of the information contained in
this e-Newsletter, please contact us via the contact details provided below.

For more information
Follow us on Twitter and find us on Facebook to keep
up to date with progress being made on Our Plan
and to find out about events near you.

e Strategic.Planning@southhams.gov.uk
w www.southhams.gov.uk/ourplan

www.facebook.com/OurPlanSH
@OurPlanSH

The Strategic Planning Team,
South Hams District Council,
Follaton House, Totnes, TQ9 5NE

South Hams

District Council

