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The Central 
Area covers the 
neighbourhoods of:

 � Peverell and Hartley

 � Higher Compton

 � Mannamead

 � Mutley

 � Greenbank and 
University

 � Mount Gould

 � Lipson and Laira

 � Efford

It also covers the 
democratic wards of:

 � Peverell

 � Compton 

 � Efford and Lipson

 � Sutton and Mount 
Gould
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INTRODUCTION

This document tells you about the central Plymouth plan area and 
covers the Plymouth plan themes which are

There will be a variety questions related to a number of themes. An assessment of 
each question will include a combination of numeric data, text based commentary 
and some maps. Most of the maps use the same key, which will look like this:

To find out more about how this was put together and further 
description of data used and their explanations, got to  
www.plymouth.gov.uk/plymouthplan/assessments  
or by email Plymouthplan@plymouth.gov.uk 
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AREA SUMMARY

Many neighbourhoods within the Central Plymouth Plan area have a strong sense of 
identity.  Peverell is defined by its Victorian and Edwardian terraced housing running 
along tree-lined streets with views over Central Park.  Hartley and Mannamead 
have similar characteristics with the latter being a Conservation Area with very 
large detached properties. To the east areas such as Efford have attractive outlooks 
over the Plym Estuary, with the homes mostly made up of socially rented post-war 
properties. 

While there is decent access to open space, there is a confusing network of roads 
and pathways with steep topography in places which makes walking and cycling 
more challenging. In the south of the Central Plymouth Plan Area, neighbourhoods 
such as Lipson, Laira, Mount Gould and Efford benefit from views over the Plym 
Estuary, but links to the estuary area are challenging due to busy roads and railway 
links which cut across and divide certain areas.

Around the centre, areas such as Higher Compton benefit from views of Derriford, 
Seaton and Dartmoor, properties around the centre were mainly built around the 
1930s and there are some Victorian and Edwardian terraces.

It is worth noting that the University and the close proximity to the City Centre 
has influenced many of the statistics and findings of this area including population 
demographic and educational attainment.

KEY FACT

The area has a population of 
56,881 with 23,324 homes. 
Most people in this area live 
near to the City Centre and 
University. The population 
density is much lower then 
average in the rest of the 
area.
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What we have found out about your community Plymouth Plan 
Theme

There is a high proportion of young people (ages 16-25) 
which is mostly attributed to the University campus to the 
south.

The majority of properties are within walking distances of 
well served shopping hubs. The south west and western 
fringes around Efford and Laira are not well served by local 
shops and services.

 

The local shopping hubs on Hyde Park Road and Mutley 
Plain are performing well with low levels of vacancy.

 ECONOMY  
Crime is quite high in the south, mostly around the 
university and Mutley.

Housing tenure is mainly dominated by privately owned 
and privately rented properties with pockets of higher than 
average levels of social housing to the east around Efford.  ECONOMY  
There are significant levels of over-occupation to the south 
of the Neighbourhood and some high levels of under-
occupation to the north. Meaning there is a large majority 
of people who live in houses where the number of 
bedrooms seems to be higher than they may need when 
compared to the number of people living in the house.

 ECONOMY  

The north-west of the area has high home ownership and 
the east has a high number of socially rented properties 
which has impacts on demographics and deprivation 
characteristic.

 ECONOMY  

In general, people travel to work by bus, bike or on foot 
with the south of the area being significantly above the 
English and city average.  

There is good access to local bus services, which serve the 
main neighbourhood centres as well as other parts of the 
city.

There are regularly pockets of congestion on Outland 
Road and on Mutley Plain/Mannamead Road, as well as at 
Manadon Junction at peak times. Congestion also occurs 
on Embankment Road towards the City Centre and at 
Marsh Mills.

Walking and cycling connections are generally good 
throughout the area, apart from Efford, Laira and Lipson 
areas where cycling facilities are lacking. The A374 
Embankment Road / Plymouth Road is difficult to cross but 
has an off-road cycle path.

Along the main north–south and east-west corridors there 
is a lack of continuous cycling infrastructure and crossing 
points for pedestrians and cyclists.

High adult social care provision is needed in some parts, 
such as around Efford. HEALTH 

AND 
WELLBEING

Educational attainment is good, with the percentages of 
people with qualifications at degree level, or 2 or more A 
levels above the English and city-wide average, however 
there is a low percentage of attainment in the Level 1 and 
Level 2 categories (see explanations in the methodology).



5CENTRAL AREA ASSESSMENT Draft for Consultation

High levels of employment overall but small pockets where 
unemployment is high, particularly in Efford.

ECONOMY  
Low levels of deprivation overall but higher levels of 
deprivation to the east, linked specifically to unemployment 
and health issues, but small pockets of deprivation can be 
seen in areas like Efford

ECONOMY  

A steep topography can make travelling around the 
neighbourbourhood challenging, particularly in the north of 
the area.

The area has a more culturally diverse make up than other 
parts of Plymouth in terms of religion and ethnicity

Properties in areas such as Efford, Lipson, Laira, Mutley 
and Greenbank and Compton are likely to have a variety 
of problems (which include any of the following: shortage 
of space, noise from neighbours, street noise, not enough 
light, lack of adequate heating, condensation, leaky roof, 
damp walls, floors etc, rot in windows, floors, pollution/
environmental problems, vandalism or crime)

 ECONOMY  

In addition to the issues highlighted here, comments were made on the Sustainable 
Neighbourhood Development Plan Document which should be taken into account 
and can be viewed here: http://www.plymouth.gov.uk/sustainableneighbourhoodsipo

Have Your Say meetings are also held regularly and local people identify issues 
in their local area.  These can be viewed here: http://www.plymouth.gov.uk/
yourneighbourhood

Potential objectives for change Plymouth Plan 
Theme

Improve sports facilities in the east to make it easier for 
people to have a healthy lifestyle.

 
HEALTH 

AND 
WELLBEING

Increase the mix of housing options available in the east 
and north west to support more sustainable communities.

Continue to improve cycle links help people find their way 
around the locality to help ease congestion and take up of 
more sustainable methods of transport with people living 
in the north and east.

 

Explore opportunities for improve links to the Plym 
Estuary.

 

Investigate adult social care provision in areas  where 
levels of unpaid care provision is high and in areas which 
has higher levels of people whose day to day activities are 
limited.

HEALTH 
AND 

WELLBEING  

Investigate ways to introduce more local shops in Efford 
and Laira.

Investigate ways to ensure ethnic groups and and religion 
groups are recognised in the area, which are more 
prevalent in the central Plymouth plan area than in others
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COMMUNITY

WHAT IS THE LOCAL POPULATION 
LIKE? 

This area has a predominantly young population compared to the rest of the city, 
this is likely due to the large student population in the area.

In terms of gender split, the table below details this:

Gender England (%) Plymouth (%) Central (%)

Male 49.2 49.4 50.1

Female 50.8 50.6 49.9

Source: Census
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WHERE DO PEOPLE LIVE? 

By looking at the map it is clear to see that areas such as Mutley have a higher than 
average densities while the rest of the locality is less so. This is likely due to the 
proximity of the area to the City Centre and the University.

Source: Census

KEY FACT

Most people live in the area 
nearer to the university, 
around Mutley and 
Greenbank
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WHAT IS THE CULTURAL 
BACKGROUND OF THE AREA? 

The Central Plymouth Plan area is predominately made up of a white population, 
however there is a cluster of Black and Minority Ethnic population around the 
university, Mutley and Greenbank. As with other areas, the Central Plymouth Plan 
Area has a strong correlation between the ethnicity of an area and where English is 
not the main language.

In terms of religion, the table below shows how the area is made up. The area 
contains a predominant Christian population. However this proportion is below 
Plymouth and English averages. Consequentially, the proportion of people with no 
religion is above Plymouth and English averages. Despite the proportion of people 
with no religion, there are higher is a higher than average proportion of people in all 
other groups, except Muslim, when measured against city averages.

Religion England % Plymouth % Central %

No religion 24.7 32.9 39.9

Christian 59.4 58.1 53.1

Buddhist 0.5 0.3 0.5

Hindu 1.5 0.2 0.3

Jewish 0.5 0.1 0.1

Muslim 5.0 0.8 0.9

Sikh 0.8 0.0 0.1

Other religion 0.4 0.5 0.6

Religion not stated 7.2 7.1 7.2
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Source: Census
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HOW LIKELY ARE PEOPLE TO 
ATTEND ARTS EVENTS?

The likelihood of people living in the area attending arts events (which includes any 
performance in a theatre; art gallery or exhibition; pop/rock concert, jazz/classical 
music event, and contemporary dance event)is very high. However, people in the 
east of the area are less likely to attend events, with only a couple of streets in 
neighbourhoods like Compton and Efford associated with high likelihood

Source: Census

KEY FACT

If you live in this area you 
are highly likely to attend art 
events
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HOW DOES THE 
AREA RANK IN 
TERMS OF CRIME? 

Neighbourhood Total Crime 
Reported March 
2013 to April 
2014

Neighbourhood 
Rank

Greenbank  and University 1018 4/39

Mutley 657 10/39

Mount Gould 520 13/39

Efford 438 15/39

Lipson and Laira 388 17/39

Peverell and Hartley 353 18/39

Higher Compton and Mannamead 296 25/39

Beacon Park* (This area is split 
across the Central and West 
Plymouth Plan Areas)

167 33/39

Source: Plymouth City Council 

HEALTH 
AND 

WELLBEING    
ARE THERE ANY 
SPORTS OR LEISURE 
FACILITIES?

Access to sports/leisure facilities in this area is fairly good, especially around the 
areas of Mutley, Mannamead and Central Park. There is however a lack of facilities 
to the east of the locality as you travel further away from the City Centre and the 
University.

Source: Plymouth City Council

KEY FACT

Greenbank and University 
neighbourhood has the fourth 
highest amount of reported 
crime in Plymouth

KEY FACT

There is a lack of sports 
facilities in the east
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ARE PEOPLE WITHIN A 10 
MINUTE WALK OF LOCAL 
SHOPS AND SERVICES?

Neighbourhoods to the west of the Central Plymouth Plan area are well served by 
local shopping hubs with a large amount of properties within walking distance. The 
south east and east however, around Efford and Laira, are not well served.

Source: Plymouth City Council

KEY FACT

The majority of people living 
in Efford and Laira are not 
within a 10 minute walk of 
local shops and services
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HOUSING

 ECONOMY  
WHAT IS THE MIX OF 
HOUSING TENURE LIKE?

The central area is dominated by privately owned and privately rented homes, 
with a lower than average number of social rented properties. However there is a 
clear split between owner occupation in the northern band of the area and private 
rented in the south. Additionally there is a concentration of social rented properties 
to the east.

England % Plymouth % Central %

Privately owned 63.3 58.7 55.9

Socially rented 17.7 19.3 11.1

Privately rented 16.8 20.2 31.3
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Source: Census

KEY FACT

31.3% of people live in 
privately rented housing, 
much higher than the 
Plymouth average of 20.2%
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 ECONOMY  
WHAT IS THE HOUSING 
TYPE?

The Central area of Plymouth is dominated by terraced and semi-detached housing.  
There is a concentration of high density shared housing towards the south, near the 
University, which is significantly above the city and English average. This is due to the 
amount of students living in the area is considered and the area’s proximity to the 
University.  As a result however population density around this southern area is also 
high, with much lower levels in the northern band.

England % Plymouth % Central %

Detached 22.4 10.9 6.0

Semi-detached 31.2 29.8 24.0

Terraced 24.5 33.5 42.2

Purpose built flats 16.4 16.9 11.0

Shared house 3.8 7.4 15.0
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Source: Census

KEY FACT

42.2% of homes in the are 
are terraced houses
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 ECONOMY  
ARE THERE ANY 
PROPERTIES UNDER OR 
OVER OCCUPIED?

Over occupation is where people need more bedrooms than they currently have, 
this is a dominant theme in this area. There is significant over occupation to the 
south of the Central area, around areas known for high concentrations of shared 
houses, suggesting people are living in cramped conditions. There is also some under 
occupation (People living in houses with more bedrooms than people living in the 
house) to the north, around Peverell and Hartley. 

Source: Census
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WHAT IS THE DOMESTIC 
GAS CONSUMPTION?

Average domestic gas usage is above the city average but below the national 
average. it is clear to see that there is higher than average gas consumption in the 
north and south of the area, perhaps suggesting property insulation is poor

National average 14080 kw/h

Plymouth average   10979kw/h

Central Plymouth average     11571.6kw/h

Source: DECC

KEY FACT

Homes in the north and 
south use more gas than 
others
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WHAT IS THE 
LIKELIHOOD FOR 
PROPERTIES TO 
HAVE PROBLEMS?

Properties to the east of the area, around Efford and Compton are likely to have 
problems, as well as properties in the south, around Lipson, Laira, Mutley and 
Greenbank. Meaning that they are highly likely to experience problems such as 
shortage of space, noise from neighbours, vandalism or crime, street noise, lack of 
light and a lack of adequate heating

Source: Experian Mosaic

KEY FACT

Over half of the homes in this 
area are likely to experience 
problems that may affect 
peoples wellbeing
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TRANSPORT

   
IS IT EASY TO GET 
AROUND THE 
AREA? 

The Central area of Plymouth is largely residential with the main exception being 
the district centre at Mutley. It has two main transport corridors running through it. 
On the east is the A374 Embankment Road. This is the busiest route into the city 
centre from the A38 and has bus services linking to Plympton. In the west the A386 
Outland Road is the main strategic route into the City Centre from the north of 
the city and has bus services (mainly the Park and Ride) to Derriford and the city 
centre. There is also the strategic link to the Northern Corridor via Mutley Plain and 
Mannamead Road, which is the main bus corridor to the north of the city. Old Laira 
Road (B3214) is a local distributor road providing an east-west route. The northern 
edge of the area is bounded by the A38 trunk road, which connects the city by road 
to Cornwall and the rest of the UK.

Most residents have quite good access to local bus services, which serve the main 
neighbourhood centres. Bus priority is provided on some sections of Mannamead 
Road but no bus lanes exist on Outland Road / Alma Road. There is a Park and Ride 
site at Milehouse linking to the George Junction, Derriford and city centre.

The railway station is situated on the southern edge close to the city centre, 
connecting the city by rail to the rest of the UK by rail and also locally to the Tamar 
Valley Line.

Access by public transport to employment sites is good for those living close to the 
main corridors, but poorer away from these routes, especially in the Hartley area.

Most neighbourhoods are fairly well-connected to adjacent neighbourhoods and 
city-wide facilities, with the exception of Efford, which is quite isolated because of 
topography.  The A38 presents a barrier between the central and north areas. 

There are regularly pockets of congestion on Outland Road and on Mutley Plain / 
Mannamead Road, as well as at Manadon junction at peak times. Congestion also 
occurs on Embankment Road towards the city centre and at Marsh Mills and this 
area is very sensitive to any incidents as it is such a key route. The A374 is prone to 
localised flooding at times of heavy rain and high tides.

There is an Air Quality Management Area for NO2 from traffic pollution on Mutley 
Plain.

  
IS CYCLING EASY IN THE 
AREA?

Connectivity on foot or by bicycle within neighbourhoods is reasonable, but the 
Efford, Laira and Lipson areas to lack facilities for cyclists. The A374 Embankment 
Road /  Plymouth Road is difficult to cross but has an off-road cycle path (NCN 
Route 2).  Central Park has a number of off-road cycle paths connecting to the 
Tamar and Dockyard neighbourhoods.  Along the main north – south and east – 
west corridors there is a lack of continuous cycling infrastructure and crossing points 
for pedestrians and cyclists.  There are crossing points over the A38 for pedestrians 
and cyclists but these are limited and some have convoluted access routes.
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HOW DO PEOPLE LIVING 
IN THE AREA TRAVEL TO 
WORK?

Travel to work by car is the dominant form but much lower than the English or 
city averages. There are less people in this locality who travel to work by bus when 
compared to the city average, but higher when compared to the English average. 
The percentage of people who walk to work is much higher than English and city 
averages, which is likely due to the close proximity of the city centre and university 
area. The three sustainable options for travel are dominant in three separate parts 
of the locality, Bus travel is higher than average to the east, cycling is higher than 
average to the west and walking is higher than the average to the south.

England % Plymouth % Central %

Train 3.5 0.4 0.5

Bus, minibus or coach 4.9 6.9 6.2

Taxi 0.3 0.4 0.3

Motorcycle, scooter or 
moped

0.5 1.2 0.9

Car or van 36.9 35.5 29.7

Passenger in car or van 3.3 3.8 3.5

Bicycle 1.9 1.6 1.8

On foot 6.9 9.0 12.2

Not in employment 35.3 38.8 42.0

(Please note: This data represents total resident population, in addition this data set has had 
some categories removed, please refer to the methodology for further clarification)
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Source: Census

KEY FACT

The percentage of people 
who walk to work is 
considerably above the 
English and Plymouth 
averages
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HEALTH

HEALTH 
AND 

WELLBEING  
HOW HEALTHY DO PEOPLE FEEL?

Generally, the health in the north of the area is good as 83.1 per cent of the 
population are in either ‘good’ or ‘very good’ health categories with 4.9 per cent 
are in either bad or very bad categories. However there are pockets with higher 
concentrations of people in bad or very bad health categories, particularly mostly to 
the eastern edge of the neighbourhood around the Efford area.

England % Plymouth % Central %

Very good health 47.2 46.0 50.6

Good health 34.2 33.5 32.6

Fair health 13.1 13.9 11.9

Bad health 4.2 5.1 3.9

Very bad health 1.2 1.4 1.0

Source: Census

KEY FACT

Over half the people in this 
area are in very good health
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HEALTH 
AND 

WELLBEING  
IS THERE A HIGH LEVEL OF PEOPLE 
WHO NEED EXTRA CARE?

There are 16.4 per cent of people who have their day to day activities limited 
either a little or a lot. 9 per cent of the population provides unpaid care, both 
below English and city averages in the Central Plymouth Plan area. However, there 
are parts of the area which have greater proportion of unpaid care provision than 
others and this correlates with the areas higher number of disabled people, which 
also correlates with the areas with higher percentages of people who have their day 
to day activities limited, these parts are mostly located to the east, around the Efford 
area.

England % Plymouth % Central %

Unpaid care provision 10.3 10.7 9.0

Day to day activities 
limited 

17.6 20.4
16.4



29CENTRAL AREA ASSESSMENT Draft for Consultation

Source: Census

KEY FACT

People living in Efford are 
more likely to require extra 
care
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ARE THERE GOOD HEALTH 
FACILITIES NEARBY? 

Health care provision in the area is very good, there are sixteen GPs, two opticians, 
six pharmacies and six dentists and a hospital in the area. However, there are two 
GP’s which are undersized given their patient numbers, these are located around 
the university. There is also a lack of facilities within easy reach within the north of 
the area.

Source: NHS Choices for iShare and NHS England
KEY FACT

The two GP surgeries near 
to the Univerity are not big 
enough.
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EDUCATION

 ECONOMY  
WHAT LEVEL OF 
EDUCATION HAVE PEOPLE 
GOT? 

Educational attainment is good in the area, with the percentages of people with 
Level 3 or Level 4 qualifications above both the English and Plymouth averages; 
however there is a low percentage of attainment in the Level 1 and Level 2 
categories. While this could be worrying, this may be due to the prevalence of the 
University in the area and the population demographic which shows lower than 
average numbers of children under the age of 16.

England % Plymouth % Central %

No qualifications 22.5 22.3 15.3

1-4 GCSEs or equivalent 
(Level 1) 

13.3 13.5
10.4

5+ GCSEs or equivalent 
(Level 2)

15.2 16.8
14.5

Apprenticeship 3.6 5.2 3.6

2+ A Levels or equivalent 
(Level 3) 

12.4 16.6
26.0

BA/BSc Degree or higher 
(Level 4) 27.4 21.5

26.2
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Source: Census

KEY FACT

26.2% of the population 
have a degree or higher 
qualification.
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 ECONOMY  
IS THERE A SHORTAGE OF 
SCHOOL PLACES? 

Overall there are seven primary schools in this area of Plymouth, four of which are 
nearing capacity. These are Hyde Park Infants, Compton C of E Primary, High View 
Primary and Lipson Vale Primary.

There are two secondary schools in the area, both are nearing capacity which have 
less than five per cent capacity remaining

Source: Plymouth City Council
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PROSPERITY

 ECONOMY   
IS THERE EVIDENCE 
OF LOCAL 
DEPRIVATION?

There are four levels of dimension which are used to classify households. These 
include: employment; education; health and disability and housing problems. A 
household is classified as being deprived in none, or one to four of these dimensions 
in any combination.

There is evidence that deprivation is fairly low in the area. People who are classified 
in all dimensions of deprivation are very slightly above the English average while 
concentrations of deprivation can be found to the south, around the Mutley area 
and to the east in the Efford area.

England % Plymouth % Central %
No Dimensions 42.5 39.5 44.6

1 Dimensions 32.7 33.3 32.7

2 Dimensions 19.1 20.3 17.0

3 Dimensions 5.1 6.2 4.9

4 Dimensions 0.5 0.7 0.6
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Source: Census

KEY FACT

Deprivation is low in the area
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 ECONOMY  
CAN PEOPLE AFFORD TO 
HEAT THEIR HOMES?

Fuel poverty is generally high in the area, with the greatest levels found in the south 
and the north-east and the lowest found in the north, this doesn’t necessarily 
correlate with deprivation but again is likely to be influenced with the high amount 
of students and young people living in the area.

Source: DECC

   ECONOMY   HEALTH 
AND 

WELLBEING     
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 ECONOMY   

HOW MANY 
PEOPLE ARE 
UNEMPLOYED IN 
THE AREA?

There is a lower than average level of unemployed in this area overall, again this 
is likely due to the amount of students in the area, however as you move further 
east and away from Mutley to areas such as Efford there is a clear increase in the 
economically inactive/unemployed.

England % Plymouth % Central %

4.4 4.2 3.4

Source: Census

   ECONOMY   HEALTH 
AND 

WELLBEING     

KEY FACT

Unemployment is low in the 
area
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ECONOMY   
WHAT IS THE AVERAGE 
HOUSEHOLD INCOME? 

Annual household income has been based on those who are likely to have less than 
£20,000 and more than £40,000 with unshaded areas likely to have a household 
income of between £20,001-£39,999.

The majority of the area has less than £20,000 in annual household income with 
households in areas such as Hartley and Mannamead earning above £40,000 and 
very little inbetween.

Source: Experian Mosaic
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ECONOMY   
WHAT’S THE EMPLOYMENT 
LEVEL IN THE AREA?

This area of Plymouth has 15.5 per cent of the number of jobs available in Plymouth 
(16287 jobs in total), the third highest amount of jobs in any area, with the majority 
of these related to education and Human health and social work. This is not 
surprising considering the inclusion of the majority of the university and the close 
proximity of the City Centre.

Job Type Number of Persons Employed

Education 4325

Human health and social work activities 3456

Wholesale and retail trade; repair of 
motor vehicles and motorcycles

1827

Accommodation and food service 
activities

982

Transportation and storage 948

Source: Census

KEY FACT

15.5% of the total jobs on 
offer in Plymouth are found in 
this area
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ENVIRONMENT

   

WHAT IS THE 
STATE OF THE 
LOCAL HISTORIC 
ENVIRONMENT? 

The Central area of Plymouth contains one conservation area, Mannamead. This 
locality also contains a number of listed buildings, particularly within the south of the 
locality and within the conservation area. There is one registered park and garden 
in the area, Ford Park Cemetery and one scheduled ancient monument, Efford Fort 
and Efford Emplacement, which is also on the Heritage at Risk Register 2013.

Drake’s Reservoir is also located here, a listed structure, which has been renovated 
providing a key space for outdoor relaxation.

   

IS THERE GOOD 
QUALITY AND 
ACCESSIBLE 
GREENSPACE?

To be completed after Greenspace Strategy completion

   ECONOMY   HEALTH 
AND 

WELLBEING     
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