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4.30pm – 6.30pm at Devonport Guildhall

In attendance: 14 

 

1. Introductions and updates 

Paul Barnard welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Peter Ford updated the forum on: 

1. Review of condition discharge trigger points 

2. Client management initiative 

3. Plymouth Design Review Panel 

 Tim Jones suggested that more flexibility should be introduced with the use of conditions 

particularly in relation to energy efficiency issues.  There was also a discussion on flexible charging 

for design review items. 

 

2. Coastal Concordat 

Kaja Curry explained that Plymouth had signed up to the Government’s Coastal Concordat 

whereby a co-ordinated approach is being taken to the various marine and land related consents 

for coastal development.  The initiative was applauded by the forum as a way to help the 

development industry work through the consents process in a more co-ordinated and joined up 

way. 

 

3. Plymouth Plan 

Hannah Sloggett updated on the Plymouth Plan programme and opportunity for the development 

industry to engage in the Plymouth Plan process. 

 

4.  RTPI Centenary events / projects 

Hannah Sloggett outlined the various events and projects that were taking place as part of both 

the 70th anniversary of the Abercrombie Plan and the 100 year anniversary of the RTPI.  Members 

of the Forum were particularly interested in the 2014 Abercrombie Awards and a number of 

offers were made to sponsor and support the event.  

 

5. Plymouth Energy Community 

Jenny Coles presented the Plymouth Energy Community initiative and how it has developed into a 

thriving independent organisation that provides infrastructure and support for low carbon 

initiatives, for example the introduction of photo voltaics on city schools.  Jenny explained that it 



 

 

has been so successful that the current share offer has been fully subscribed and a new share offer 

is being considered.  There was very positive feedback from the forum. 

6. Planning performance 

Peter Ford outlined the development management performance at Plymouth City Council for the 

year 2013/14.  He was pleased to report that speed of decision making was the highest it has ever 

been for all planning application categories and placed Plymouth as one of the highest performing 

Councils in the country.  There was positive feedback from the forum along with helpful 

suggestions on further statistics that could be used to demonstrate the effectiveness of Plymouth’s 

pre application service. 

 


