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1. Introductions and updates  

Peter Ford, Head of Development Management,  updated the Forum on the following DCLG 

consultations: Section 106 Planning Obligations – speeding up negotiations (consultation ends 19th 

March 2015); Building more homes on brownfield land (consultation ended 11th March 2015); and 

Improving the use of planning conditions (response to consultation). 

 

2. Role of Planning Committee Chair 

Cllr Bill Stevens, Chair of Planning Committee, outlined his role and challenges facing Planning 

Committee.  This was followed by a question and answer session.  The key points raised were: 

 The process for referring items to Planning Committee 

 Limitations for applicants with regard to speaking at Planning Committee 

 The role of lobbying by applicants and the protocol for meeting Members prior to Planning 

Committee 

 The responsibilities for members to prepare for the Planning Committee items 

 

3. Plymouth Plan 

Hannah Sloggett, Neighbourhood Planning Manager, updated the Forum on the Plymouth Plan Part 

1 consultation and outlined the timescale for Part 2 (site allocations).  Hannah encouraged Forum 

members to become actively involved in the area assessment work that is currently underway so 

that they can influence Part 2 of the Plymouth Plan.   

 

4.  CIL Review for Plymouth Plan 

Lionel Shelley, Development Viability Officer and Simon Pickstone, Planning Officer, outlined the 

current review of CIL that is being undertaken as part of the Plymouth Plan process.  A 

questionnaire was circulated for Forum members to complete and the Forum was advised to give 

expressions of interest in being involved and that there will be follow up discussions initiated by 

Peter Brett Associates who have been commissioned to work with the Council on this matter.  

There followed a discussion on the appropriate balance between CIL and S106 contributions. 

 

 

 



 

 

5. Plymouth Energy Community 

Alistair Macpherson, Low Carbon City Manager, updated the Forum on the Plymouth Energy 

Community work and the recent share offer proposal.  

 

6.  SuDs processes / guidance  

Alex Midlen, Low Carbon City Officer, outlined the current position regarding the introduction of 

SuDs approval as part of the Planning process.  This comes into force on 6th April 2015 and 

guidance is expected shortly.  A number of questions /issues were raised as outlined below: 

 As guidance is not yet available it is difficult to give any certainties on the detail 

 Is there a case for the Council to adopt SuDs schemes?  Unless it is a strategically 

important SuDs scheme it is unlikely and therefore SuDs will be looked at on a site by site 

basis. 

 What will be the future role of the Environment Agency?  Its role will be reduced to allow 

it to focus on larger, strategically important projects. 

 The long term liability for flood risk issues is a major concern for developers. 

 New planning guidance will require SuDS schemes on all major applications and all 

applications in ‘areas at risk of flooding’ 

 

7. Planning Advisory Service (PAS) Quality Framework customer surveys 

Peter Ford explained that, as part of the Quality Framework pilot. surveys will be sent to 

applicants with all Decision Notices between April and June.  Forum members are encouraged to 

complete the surveys.  A request was made to extend the surveys to include condition discharge 

applications and pre application responses. 

 

8.  Crowdfunding 

Tom Westrope, Planning Officer, outlined the Plymouth Crowdfunding initiative which is aimed at 

supporting ideas from businesses, communities and charities in Plymouth through the distribution 

of the Community Change Fund (the CIL Neighbourhood Proportion).  Forum members were 

encouraged to raise ideas and interest in Crowdfunding. 

 


