
PLYMOUTH’S
PLAN FOR TREES



Plymouth’s trees and woodlands, including trees in urban areas, make our city 
a great place to live, work, do business and create an environment to invest in. 
Trees do a really important job but they are too often overlooked.  

It is time to recognise what a highly valuable asset they are for Plymouth. The 
Government estimates that the nation’s trees are worth an estimated £175 
billion (Tree Health Resilience Strategy 2018). 

97 per cent of Plymouth 
residents agreed that 

trees were an important 
feature of the city.

(Plan for Trees consultation 2018)



PLYMOUTH CONTEXT

The Government’s Tree Health Resilience Strategy, which came out of their 25 Year Environment Plan, 
states that we will ‘work together to protect and value our trees as important natural capital’ and have 
a goal of ‘a continued increase of trees, woods and forests.’  Local policy also recognises the importance 
of trees. The Plymouth and South West Devon Joint Local Plan recognises the importance of trees to the 
city’s future landscape and includes a specific tree policy that will be used to ensure a net gain in trees in 
line with local standards. 

Plymouth is a green city including a diversity of trees and woodlands.  Across the city we have over 
30,000 street trees, 100s of hectares of woodland including ancient woodlands and many veteran trees.  
Plymouth’s recent Tree Canopy Cover Study revealed that although the city has an average of 17 per 
cent tree cover, this amount varies across different areas. For example, Budshead has 25.3 per cent tree 
cover but Devonport has only 5.8 per cent.  This imbalance needs to be redressed to ensure that every 
person in the city can benefit from the valuable services trees provide by focussing on areas with below 
average tree cover.  

The Plan for Trees will drive changes that will ensure that trees in our urban areas become a benefit for 
present and future communities, resilient to the challenges of climate change and disease, and adaptable 
to whatever new challenges the future may hold.  

The Plan for Trees covers all trees and woodlands in Plymouth across all landownership.  The Plan has 
been developed in collaboration between Plymouth City Council, Woodland Trust, Plymouth Community 
Homes, Plymouth Tree Partnership, Plymouth Open Space Network and the National Trust.  This 
partnership will continue to grow and work together to deliver and monitor the Plan over its 15 year 
period.  This approach will ensure that a holistic and coordinated approach is taken which is not limited 
by land ownership. 

Trees and woodlands within Plymouth will be valued and cared for so they 
can play a fundamental role in the city’s future. Everyone will have more 
opportunities to experience the positive benefits of trees and woodlands, 
which enhance the beauty and unique nature of Plymouth.

What trees do for us:

 � Cool our streets in the summer and provide shelter from winds, reducing energy costs;

 � Slow down water runoff, reducing flooding, as well as filtering and absorbing pollution, improving air 
quality and tackling climate change;

 � Make the city look attractive, changing with every season and providing natural beauty weaving 
through the built environment;

 � Provide homes for many creatures from the tiniest insect to the wisest owl;

 � Improve our own mental health and wellbeing and make us feel better about our city;

 � Connect green spaces in the city;

 � Create an attractive environment for those who want to invest in Plymouth.



PRINCIPLES 
Four fundamental principles will drive the work to deliver the vision.

Care – We will care for our trees 
and woods by practicing and 
promoting good tree and woodland 
management: 

 � All trees and woodlands managed sustainably 
and to best practice;

 � Identify areas where trees are at risk and act 
promptly to manage this; 

 � Review and update the management of city 
trees to ensure they have a positive impact 
on communities;

 � Create coherent treescapes across the city.

Enhance – We will enhance 
neighbourhoods by selecting, 
growing and planting high-quality 
trees that also increase canopy cover 
and tree diversity: 

 � Plant the right tree in the right place, with 
the right infrastructure and right aftercare to 
establish and grow well – “Right tree, Right 
place, Right care”;

 � Buy the right tree – all new trees to be 
responsibly sourced and of high quality;

 � Increase overall canopy cover in the city by 
improving tree equality in the areas of the 
city with fewer trees;

 � Plant a more diverse range of age and species 
with long life expectancy taking account of 
climate change and disease resilience;

 � Establish the resources and funding 
mechanisms across the partnership to enable 
the delivery of the Plan’s four principles.

Promote – We will promote the 
benefits and value of our trees 
and woods through education and 
encouraging best practice:

 � Raise the profile of the city’s trees and woods 
with Plymouth’s citizens through a range of 
engagement projects;

 � Record and celebrate Plymouths Trees and 
woods;

 � Promote the role of volunteering and local 
action and provide training and support;

 � Ensure trees are an important legacy of the 
Mayflower 400 celebrations to promote the 
importance of trees internationally; 

 � Produce guidance, training and a network of 
support to enable the delivery of the right 
tree in the right place. 

Protect – We will protect Plymouth’s 
special trees and woods for future 
generations:

 � Identify existing tree cover and its condition 
across the city to understand the variety, 
number and quality of trees within Plymouth

 � Maintain an updated record of the extent and 
make-up of Plymouth’s trees and woodlands;

 � Update, review and create new strategies 
and guidance to ensure that trees are an 
important element of the sustainable growth 
of the city; 

 � Use all available planning and forestry 
legislation and powers to safeguard 
Plymouth’s trees.



This plan recognises that realising all of the benefits of urban trees will require significant effort and 
investment over a prolonged period of time from all partners and stakeholders. It is accompanied with a 
detailed phased and costed delivery programme developed to support Plymouth’s Plan for Trees, setting 
out how each of the principles will be taken forward and achieved. 

The delivery programme has been produced, and will be driven forward, monitored and adapted by the 
same multi-disciplinary Steering Group that developed this Plan. Plymouth City Council have created a 
separate Tree Management Principles document that sets out the principles behind management of trees 
and woods on council land.


