
Plan for Playing Pitches

1

PLAN FOR  
PLAYING PITCHES
2015 to 2018
Appendix 2



22

 

Produced for Plymouth City Council by 
Neil Allen Associates



Plan for Playing Pitches

3

Appendix 2
Proposal for AGPs in Plymouth March 2015
Introduction
1.1 As has been emphasized in the Plan for Playing Pitches, AGPs are used by different pitch sports 

for both training and match play. It is therefore important to consider their provision, as they 
are extremely valuable for playing sport and there is clearly intense local competition to play 
on the AGPs that do exist in and around the City. AGPs with a suitable surface can potentially 
accommodate an enormous amount of match-play and training activity compared with their grass 
counterparts. The aim of this document is to give a background on AGPs in Plymouth with a view to 
highlighting and prioritising the proposals for AGP provision in Plymouth in the future.

Strategic site proposals for AGPs

Hockey
1.2 Two full-size, English Hockey compliant AGPs to be provided in Plymouth. These are to offset the loss 

of facilities within the city, and to meet current aspirations and immediate future needs. Ideally, one or 
both of the pitches should form part of a two-pitch facility. One pitch should be provided in the north and 
one in the eastern part of the City. 

Rugby
1.3 A full-size, Rugby Football Union compliant AGP to be provided in Plymouth or adjacent area. 

Ideally this should be provided on the eastern or south eastern side of the City to best meet the 
needs of the majority of existing clubs and teams. This facility will help provide training provision 
to reduce the wear and tear on existing turf pitches. As an alternative it might be appropriate to 
provide one full-size pitch as a dual-use Football/Rugby facility (with an World Rugby compliant 
surface). 

Football
1.4 Three full-size, Football Association compliant 3G football turf pitches to be provided in Plymouth, 

of these one should be provided in the eastern part of the city, one in the north west of the city 
and one in the north/central area of the city. As an alternative it might be appropriate to provide 
equivalent space in the form of youth/junior size pitches.

1.5 In addition, there is potential for the full-size pitch World Rugby RFU compliant pitch 
recommended for the easter/south eastern side of the City to be provided as a dual-use Football/
Rugby facility. This deals with community facilities; there may also be opportunities for the 
provision of additional commercial facilities.

Co-operative Approach
1.6 A working group is to be established comprising of Plymouth City Council and its appropriate 

partners in order to ascertain where AGPs will be situated in Plymouth in the long term.

Criteria for AGP Locations
1.7 The working group will use the following criteria to assess the suitability of potential locations for 

AGPs within the City. Preference shall be given to those locations that deliver the greatest number 
of objectives and integrate well with the existing playing pitch provision.
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Subject Criteria

Demand The site must be in a location that will meet an identified demand for the size and type of pitch proposed. 

Changing The site must have sufficient changing facilities for the proposed activities.

Parking The site must have sufficient parking facilities for the proposed activities.

Access The site must have sufficient high quality access for vehicles, cyclists and pedestrians. 

Education sites If the site is part of an education campus ‘community use’ must be assured for at least 40 hours a week, 
including at times of peak community demand.

Amenity
The site should be located where it has the least impact on local character and amenity. Consideration 
should be given to the appearance of ancillary facilities and the potential adverse impacts on 
neighbouring residents or land uses. 

Lighting The pitch should have sufficient flood lighting for the proposed activities.

Fencing The pitch should have sufficient fencing for the proposed activities.

Current use The site should be at a location that has established sporting use.

Multi-sport 
sites

The site should be part of a multi-sport site where possible. Projects that create or support sustainable 
multi-sport hub sites are preferable. 

Dual use The site may provide a dual use facility through the provision of a multi-sport surface (e.g. World 
Rugby). Dual use facilities must provide sufficient ancillary facilities for each sport.

Background Information
Quantity 

Site Facility sub 
type Size Flood-

lit? Access Ownership Year Built/  
Refurb (R)

Brickfield Sports Centre FSAND 100 x 63 YES Pay and play PCC/Everyone Active n/a 2011 R

Bullpoint FSAND 96 x 58 YES Private use MOD 2014 R

Lipson Sports Centre DSAND 100 x 60 YES Pay and play Education (academy) 2004

Manadon Football 
Development Centre FSAND 110 x 70 YES

Sports Club/  
Community  
Association

PCC (leased to YMCA) 2002

Plymstock School 
Sports Centre

RUBBER 
CRUMB (3G) 100 x 60 YES

Sports Club/  
Community  
Association

Education (Academy) 2008

Stoke Damerel 
Community College FSAND 60 x 40 YES

Sports Club/  
Community  
Association

Education (Academy) 2003

Torbridge Sports  
Centre

RUBBER 
CRUMB (3G) 100 x 60 YES Pay and play Education (Academy) 2011

UCP Marjon DSAND 100 x 60 YES Pay and play Education (private) 2003. New 
pitch 2013

Devonport High School 
For Boys

RUBBER 
CRUMB (3G)

Full 98 x 
62 YES

Sports Club/  
Community  
Association

Education (Academy) 2013

Keyham World Rugby 
3G Full YES

Sports Club/ 
Community 
Association

MOD 2012

UCP Marjon
RUBBER 
CRUMB (3G) – 
World Rugby 

Full YES Pay and play Education (private) 2014
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Site Facility sub 
type Size Flood-

lit? Access Ownership Year Built/  
Refurb (R)

HMS Drake RUBBER 
CRUMB (3G)

Full 104 
x 65

YES
Private use MOD n/a

Eggbuckland 
Community College 3G Half 60 x 

40 YES Pay and play PCC Education 2005/2013 
R

All Saints Academy 
(John Kitto)

RUBBER 
CRUMB (3G)

Half 40 x 
30 YES

Sports Club/ 
Community 
Association

Education (Academy) / 
YMCA 2013

All Saints  
Academy SAND Half 45 x 

35 YES
Sports Club/ 
Community 
Association

Education (Academy) / 
YMCA 2013

Plymouth Albion

RUBBER 
CRUMB (3G) 
– NOT World 
Rugby

Half 60 x 
40 YES Pay and play PCC (leased) 2005

Coombe Dean Sports 
Centre SAND Half 60 x 

40 YES Pay and play Education (Academy) 2005

Plymouth College SAND Half 40 x 
45 YES

Sports Club/ 
Community 
Association

Education (private) n/a 2013 R

Goals Soccer Centre RUBBER 
CRUMB (3G)

10 x 5v5 
pitches YES Pay and play

PCC (leased to  
commercial  
management)

2006

Quality
1.8 The main determinant for the variation in pitch quality is the age of the pitch. Using Sport 

England’s Visual Quality Assessment scoring, the highest quality full size 3Gs are the newest 
ones at Devonport High School for Boys and Tor Bridge Sports Centre. The sand pitches are 
generally of lower quality: Brickfields is only just a ‘good’ pitch; Lipson requires refurbishment and 
Manadon is poor quality. With regard to the half size AGPs, the majority are good, but the surfaces 
at Stoke Damerel Community College and Plymouth Albion are rated as satisfactory only. 

Issues 
1.9 It is clear that use of AGPs (both full and half-size) where they are available for community use, 

is at or near peak-time capacity. Moreover, 3G pitches outside the city which are catering for 
Plymouth demand (in Saltash, Tavistock and Ivybridge) are also virtually full, certainly at peak 
times.  In addition, the wider consultation exercise conducted for this study tends to highlight the 
following general points of view:

 Cost of hiring – the less expensive AGPs are more sought after. 6v6 football leagues pay well and 
can afford higher prices – and can sometimes ‘take over’ from local community teams. (Although 
this is unlikely to be the case where facilities have been funded by the Football Foundation).

 There is no spare capacity for training or matchplay for hockey within the city and the development 
of teams and squads is being severely constrained by the lack of facilities.  

 AGP surfaces and provision in Plymouth are constantly changing and this inevitably leads to a 
redistribution of demand pressure.

 The University of Plymouth requires access to a 3G. Such provision was to take place at the 
Marine Academy, but the planning application for a full-size 3G AGP has been rejected on appeal. 
The University has to use a variety of surfaces throughout the city to accommodate its BUCS 
needs and intramural fixtures.
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 Lacrosse is a growing sport within the University and needs provision – currently played mostly on 
natural grass but would benefit from suitable 3G surface. A revised proposal for a half-size AGP 
might be progressed at the Marine Academy at some point.

AGP Sports Specific Strategic Objectives 

1.10 Football
 Provide strategically placed 3G Football Turf Pitches with robust sustainable business plans. 

Match play should be considered on these facilities, but should be secondary to the training needs 
which is the main use of these facilities. Mini soccer and 9v9 matches should be promoted on 3G 
FTPs

 Ensure 3G AGP provision is accessible to meet demand – the training requirements to be the 
main focus with match play secondary to this.

 Ensure all 3G AGPs where the primary use is football have sustainable usage and business plans 
and that they are all well-maintained with sinking funds accrued for eventual carpet replacement

    Ensure all 3Gs meet the Performance Test and are listed on The FA register of approved sites for 
match play. Support clubs with management responsibilities to improve the pitches under their 
control by, for example, engaging with the IOG Regional Pitch Advisor programme

1.11 Hockey
 Provide 2 additional sand AGPs for usage for training and matchplay by clubs within the city. This 

will cater for future population growth, and will compensate for the deficit in existing provision and 
the likely loss of other hockey-friendly surfaces within the City.

 Address the lack of spare capacity for hockey, possibly relocating some football usage on sand 
AGPs to 3G sites.

 Ensure England Hockey capacity guidelines (suggesting no AGP should be considered able to 
sustain more than 4 games on any one day) are followed.

 Ensure all sand AGPs have sustainable usage and business plans to incorporate pitch furniture, 
provision for maintenance and a robust sinking fund for future refurbishment.

1.12 Rugby
 Provide one full-size, Rugby Football Union compliant AGP (World Rugby), ideally on the eastern 

or south eastern side of the city, primarily to provide training facilities and reduce wear and tear on 
grass pitches.

 Ensure the pitch has a sustainable usage and business plan and is well maintained with sinking 
funds accrued for eventual carpet replacement.  To ensure this, the pitch will require appropriate 
‘buy-in’ and support from existing clubs. There are a number of possible locations and it is 
suggested that opportunities for transfer of appropriate leases to the club based at KGV should 
be explored, together with possibilities for floodlighting and the more intensive use of the site, to 
prepare it as a suitable site for such a facility. 
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CONTACT
Natural Infrastructure Team
Strategic Planning and Infrastructure
Plymouth City Council
Ballard House
West Hoe Road
Plymouth PL1 3BJ

E  NatInfra@plymouth.gov.uk
W www.plymouth.gov.uk


