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Plymotion aims to make it easier for everyone to get around Plymouth by bike, on foot 
and by bus. Read on to find out about what’s coming up and how you can get involved. 

The Council would like to thank local residents and 
businesses for their patience and understanding 
through the construction process.

This popular route into the city centre from Western 
Approach bus stops was previously very steep and 
unattractive and provided a challenge for the elderly 
and those with physical impairments to safely negotiate 
the ramp safely to access the shops and services in the 
West End.

Plymouth City Council working in partnership with 
Aspire Student Living 3, the developer of the former 
Comet building at the corner of Mayflower Street and 
Market Way has 
shared the costs 
of enhancing 
the public realm 
and together has 
delivered nearly 
half a million 
pounds worth of 
improvements, 
including:

• series of
gentle ramps
and steps
fitted with
supportive
handrails

• central level seating area

• raised terrace to support commercial uses on the
ground floor of the former Comet Building.

• new paving

• street lighting

• tree, shrub and ground cover planting

In addition, specialist tree root cells laid under the
paving on Mayflower Street to support the growth of
two trees planted there, form part of the Sustainable
Urban Drainage System, which combine storm water
management within urban tree planting to help reduce

the risk of flooding 
during high rainfall 
events as well as 
providing dappled 
shade and more. 

The development 
and installation of 
these tree pits was 
co-financed by the 
Water Resilient 
Cities project, an 
Interreg 2 Seas 
programme which 
is funded by the 
European Regional 
Development Fund.

Improvements to Market 
Way public realm
The public realm scheme at Market Way and Mayflower Street was completed in August and has totally 
transformed the pedestrian space in this part of the city centre providing an important, safe and attractive 
gateway into the West End. 



Sherford has its first bus service following a review of the 
city’s subsidised network.
Launched in September, the 2A operated by Stagecoach South 
West, links the new community in the east with Saltash in the 
west, via Plymstock Broadway, Pomphlett Roundabout, the city 
centre, railway station and Milehouse.  

It runs every 20 minutes during the day from Monday to 
Saturday and hourly in the evenings, on Sundays and on Bank 
Holidays.

Stagecoach South West also took over eight of the Council’s 
11 financially supported services (13, 14, 17, 18, 19, 31, 32 
and 52) from Monday 29 October, with customers seeing a 
number of improvements.

Service 14 has been extended to Derriford (restoring an 
hourly service to residents of Powisland Drive, Dunraven Drive 
and Upland Drive from Monday to Saturday).

Service 52 which links Plympton, Leigham and Asda in Estover 
to Derriford Hospital, has been extended to serve Crownhill, 
Hartley Vale, Compton, Mannamead and the city centre, 
replacing the current service 39 and providing new cross-city 
links as a result.

The Council has stepped in to fund replacement services for 
Holly Park and Ringmore Way (where the commercially-run 
services 50A and 51A were withdrawn) and Mainstone.
 The replacement services  continue to be operated by 
Plymouth Citybus.

Councillor Mark Coker, Cabinet Member for Strategic Planning 
and Infrastructure, said: “Most of the city’s bus services are run 
commercially but there are some that we financially support 
to ensure residents can get from A to B and access the local 
services they need.

“With ever-growing pressures on our budgets it’s really 
important to target this funding where it is most needed. Before 
tendering these contracts we carried out a full review of current 
demand and travel patterns to ensure our new network meets 
passengers’ needs while delivering value for money.

“Where many councils across the country 
have been reducing or withdrawing their 
bus subsidies we are really pleased to have 
managed to retain our full network, with only 
minor changes, as well as replace services 
being withdrawn by commercial operators and 
introduce a new service into Sherford.” 

Bike Links Wheels to Work
A new programme to help people access a bike to enable 
them to travel to work or college has been launched in 
Plymouth. Bike Links Wheels to Work, is part of Plymouth 
City Council’s Plymotion project and aims to support 
residents who are struggling to access employment, 
education and training opportunities. 

The scheme was officially launched by Councillor Jeremy 
Goslin, the newly appointed Cycling Champion for Plymouth 
and Councillor Mark Coker, Cabinet Member for Strategic 
Planning and Infrastructure for Plymouth City Council.

Councillor Jeremy Goslin said: “I want to encourage more 
people to cycle, and the Bike Links programme is a great 
way of both getting people more active, and helping people 
to get where they need to be – the core objective for the 
Plymotion programme. I’d encourage partner agencies to 
get in the touch with the Council so we can work together 
to maximise this opportunity.”

Councillor Mark Coker said: “If you or someone you 
know is struggling to get a new job, can’t get to school or 
college, or may be at risk of social exclusion as a result 
of being unable to access transport, you may be able to 
get a bike along with the necessary safety equipment and 
appropriate training.”

Applicants can apply for the scheme through organisations 
such as Job Centre Plus, Careers South West, Children’s 
Services and any organisation that works with people at risk 
of social exclusion.

Bike Links Wheels To Work was initially piloted in 2017, and 
Nathan Hall who took part, has subsequently been able to 
start work as a Deliveroo cyclist. He said: “The Bike Links 
scheme allowed me to get back into employment with 
Deliveroo. I would recommend anyone struggling to access 
employment or education to get in touch with Plymotion.”

If you think you may be eligible for the scheme, please 
contact Plymotion@plymouth.gov.uk or go to https://www.
plymouth.gov.uk/parkingandtravel/cycling/bikelinks for more 
information.

New subsidised bus network 
to include Sherford

New bike scheme to help people into education and work

Pictured left to right:  
Councillor Jeremy Goslin, Councillor Mark Coker and Jake Holmes 
from the Plymotion team at the launch of Bike Links Wheels to Work.



Schoolchildren and staff in Plymouth were encouraged to take part in the new Classroom to Moon school 
walking challenge for the chance to win various prizes. The Plymouth-wide school walking challenge aimed to 
collectively travel to the moon by the end of October. 

Our Mascot, Astro Mo, was successful in his journey. Overall 48 schools across Plymouth 
walked a whopping… 225,638 miles!      
Some feedback from participating schools: 
Tessa, thanks for organising the Classroom 2 Moon Challenge. Our children really enjoyed getting involved and we had 
a great time on the relay walk. The project gave our children the chance to do a lot of maths work and to learn about 
science and the importance of healthy lifestyles. It also resulted in a lot more of our children (and their parents) 
walking to and from school, which is always a good thing. We would definitely like to be involved if you run a similar 
project in the future.
Jake Daykin, Headteacher, Hooe Primary Academy
Thank you for organising this fantastic challenge. It's been a great way to kick off an active year at Compton!Annabel 
Connatty, Teacher, Compton CofE Primary.
408 of our children (and lots of staff members too) actively took part in the challenge and we have all really enjoyed it. 
Thank you all for organising,
Miss Down, Teacher, Prince Rock Primary

The Classroom to Moon challenge took place between 1 October and 2 November. 
www.plymouth.gov.uk/parkingandtravel/plymotion/classroommoonchallenge 

Schoolkids encouraged to do the 
Classroom  to Moon Challenge



If you would like more information about Plymotion please email 
plymotion@plymouth.gov.uk or call 01752 668000.

Follow @Plymotion on Facebook and twitter and look out on www.plymouth.gov.uk/plymotion for regular 
updates on Plymotion news.

For more information about Efford Marsh see: 
www.plymouth.gov.uk/parksnatureandgreenspace/localnaturereserves/effordmarshlnr

Exploring Efford Marsh
Check out the new and improved paths inviting you to explore Efford Marsh, including an easy access, 
level path to the beautiful pond and seating area from the entrance at Hamble Close (just off Deer 
Park Drive). 

Active Neighbourhoods - a partnership project between Plymouth City Council and Devon Wildlife Trust 
(funded by the Big Lottery Fund) - has been working with local volunteers to improve the beautiful 
nature reserve. We’ve been increasing the wildlife through wildflower planting, improving the pond and 
managing the woods. 

Efford Marsh is an amazing space for nature – it has woods, wildflower meadows and an amazing pond 
area where you can regularly spot the kingfisher! The pond area now has a lovely seating area and a great 
pond dipping platform. 

There is still plenty of work to do. This autumn we designed signs and improved the way-marking along 
the paths, as well as plenty of practical conservation such as hedge-laying and woodland work. 

New volunteers are always very welcome. For further information on our volunteering opportunities and 
community events too contact Ash on 07780339194 or email Ashley.tod@plymouth.gov.uk

Keep up to date about all our community and volunteer activities here: 

www.facebook.com/activeneighbourhoodsproject 




