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Page number
(click to jump to
profile)

CA 20 - Barne Barton Fringe and Kinterbury Creek

113

CA 21 – Tamerton Lake and Wooded Fringes

117

CA 22 – Lower River Tavy

122

CA 23 – Middle River Tamar

124

CA 24 – Hamoaze

127

CA 25 – Saint John’s and Millbrook Lakes

130

CA 26 – Drake’s Island

132

CA 27 – Cattewater and Sutton Harbour

135

CA 28 – Plym Estuary / Laira

138

CA 29 – Inner Plymouth Sound

140

CA 30 – Outer Plymouth Sound

143

Plymouth and Plymouth Urban Fringe Landscape and
Seascape Assessment

33

October 2016

CA 01: Central Park

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location within Plymouth
All of this Character Area is classified as 7B: Designed Parkland/Wooded Amenity
Grasslands.
This expanse of recreational land located in the centre of Plymouth, between Stoke, Mannamead and
Peverell, forms an important recreational resource and open green space for the city’s inhabitants. It
provides both formal sports pitches and areas of woodland/semi-natural habitat for less formal
activity and nature conservation interest. There are expansive views afforded by the height of the
land, particularly to the south, which take in the city, Plymouth Sound and the surrounding South
Hams and Cornwall countryside.
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Landscape character description
Key characteristics
Topography, geology and drainage


Land that slopes gently to the south and east, with a height of between 20m and 55m AOD.



Includes the remains of Drakes Leat, used to tap the River Meavy to supply Plymouth with water.



Underlain by Upper Devonian bedrock, typical of much of Plymouth.

Woodland cover


Oak, beech and sycamore woodland cloaks the valley between Central Park and Ford Park Cemetery.



Specimen trees are located around Pounds House whilst avenues of trees (dominated by horse
chestnut) are found along footpaths and boulevards.



Frequent veteran trees and remnant hedgerow trees are found throughout the park conveying a
wooded character.

Land use and field patterns


Several allotments are found on the fringes of the park, used by people living in the surrounding urban
areas.



The park mostly comprises a mixture of formal and informal recreational spaces, including a golf course
and sports pitches.



Remnant hedgerows from the farming history of the park are evident in places, providing a rural
character and sense of time depth.

Semi-natural habitats


Landcover is mostly semi-improved amenity grassland with some wildflower meadows.



The frequent woodland and trees provide valued urban habitats for birds and invertebrates. Species
located here include palmate newt, song thrush, bullfinch and slow worm.

Archaeology and cultural heritage


The largest park in Plymouth, which was created in 1928 to help improve the health of city residents.



Contains the Grade II* Registered Park and Garden of Ford Park Cemetery, opened in 1848.



The Character Area overlooks the Mannamead Conservation Area to the east.

Settlement, road pattern and rights of way


There is no residential development within the landscape. Buildings are associated with the sports
facilities, including the cricket ground, Home Park stadium and the large-scale Plymouth Life Centre.



Pounds House, a 19th century mansion, is located in the northern part of the park.



There are no through roads, although the A386 main road forms the western boundary. There is a
dense network of footpaths throughout the park, including the Co-operative Way.

Views and perceptual qualities


Views are variable throughout the landscape, with long views over the city and Plymouth Sound (CAs
26, 29 and 30) to the south and east where the land slopes down. Dense tree cover and topography
can limit views in some places.



There are panoramic views over the city centre and Plymouth Sound from the higher parts of the
landscape, such as the golf course.



Valued area of greenspace with a semi-naturalistic feel which is surrounded by dense urban
development.



The adjacent main road (A386) introduces traffic noise to the Character Area, diluting relative levels of
tranquillity.
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Landscape evaluation
Valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
Designated features and attributes
Cultural heritage

Recreation



Listed Buildings,
Registered Park and
Garden




Long distance footpath

There are 3 Listed Buildings in the
Character Area.
Ford Park Cemetery covers 4.3%.
The Co-operative Way crosses the north
of the Character Area.

Summary of valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
The following landscape attributes and features associated with the Character Area would be particularly
sensitive to change:


The use of Central Park for valued recreational activity by Plymouth residents, both formal and
informal.



The Grade II* Registered Park and Garden of Ford Park Cemetery, located in the east.



Long, expansive views linking land and sea from the higher elevations of Central Park (e.g. on the
golf course).



The visual prominence of the Character Area from the surrounding urban areas, forming an open,
green skyline backdrop.

Guidance for managing change
Guidance and opportunities to consider within this Character Area are as follows:


Protect the valued recreational usage of the landscape, seeking opportunities to further enhance
opportunities for access and enjoyment.



Protect the setting and historical integrity of the Ford Park Cemetery Grade II* registered Park and
Garden.



Pursue opportunities to extend habitats, including as part of a Green Infrastructure network, such as
the creation of further wildflower meadows or verges.



Protect key views from the elevated and open areas of the landscape, including south over Plymouth
Sound from the golf course (intervisibility with CAs 26, 29 and 30).



Avoid locating development on the most visually prominent, elevated areas of the landscape –
particularly the open plateau area where the golf course is sited, and the higher slopes.
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Landscape sensitivity assessment
Criteria evaluation (*please refer to the criteria definitions set out in Table 3.1 – Chapter 3*)
Criteria

Description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

Elevated land which flattens out to an open plateau.
In the east, it slopes down steeply towards Ford Park
Cemetery.

Scale (landform and component landscape
features)

Fairly large scale and open on the top of the plateau
with large playing fields and the golf course, with few
trees offering human scale features. The eastern
edge of the park and the Ford Park Cemetery area
are more intimate and of a smaller scale, particularly
due to dense tree cover.

Landscape pattern and complexity (including
sense of time-depth)

Ford Park Cemetery forms the eastern part of the
Character Area and is a Grade II* Registered Historic
Park and Garden. The landscape also forms part of
the backdrop the Mannamead Conservation Area.

Perceptual qualities

An oasis of green space adjacent and easily
accessible to many parts of the city. Perceptual
qualities vary throughout the landcape, with some
areas (e.g surrounding the Life Centre and the
children’s play area) busy with people and activity,
whilst others are more peaceful (such as the
cemetery and the woodland). These perceptions also
vary greatly according to the time of the week/year
(e.g. weekends and school holidays).
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual prominence

Due to its elevated nature, Central Park forms a
prominent open skyline rising above the surrounding
urban development. It also features on city skylines
viewed from Plymouth Sound and Drake’s Island (CAs
26, 29 and 30).

Visual sensitivities and intervisibility

There are long views south over the city to Smeaton’s
Tower, Plymouth Sound, Drake’s Island and Rame
Head (within the Cornwall AONB) beyond.
The landscape forms an immediate backdrop to the
housing areas of Mannamead and Mutley.
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CA 02: Devonport and Victoria Parks

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location within Plymouth
Victoria Park (to the east) and Devonport Park (to the west) are classified as 7B: Designed
Parkland / Wooded Amenity Grasslands. The recreation grounds in-between at The
Brickfields are defined as 7C: Formal Recreation Grounds / Sports Pitches.
Devonport and Victoria Parks are located in the south west of Plymouth, between Devonport,
Stonehouse and Stoke. To the south the landscape adjoins CA 24 Hamoaze close to the Stonehouse
Ferry Terminal. The parkland provides locally valued recreational opportunities for surrounding
residents with sports pitches and formal parkland dating from the Victorian period. The landscape
generally has an enclosed feel with limited views out, although from the higher ground in Devonport
Park there are extensive views west over the Tamar towards Cornwall.
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Landscape character description
Key characteristics
Topography, geology and drainage


An area of relatively flat land close to the River Tamar, which rises from 5m AOD at Victoria Park to
40m AOD at Devonport Park.



Underlying upper Devonian geology often overlain by alluvial deposits.

Woodland cover


Frequent mature and specimen trees along the paths in Victoria Park and Devonport Park including
tree-lined avenues.

Land use and field patterns


Area used extensively for recreational purposes, with a large concentration of sports pitches, children’s
play areas and informal green spaces.

Semi-natural habitats


Mature trees including willow and sycamore, provide valuable habitat for invertebrate and bird species.



Some areas in Devonport Park are given over as wildflower meadows.

Archaeology and cultural heritage


Devonport Park is in a style typical of a Victorian era park, and is a Grade II Registered Park and
Garden dating back to the 1850s.



The park also contains numerous war and military memorials, including the HMS Doris Memorial Gun
and the Great War Memorial.

Settlement, road pattern and rights of way


The parks are situated amongst dense inner city development, with houses directly overlooking. The
landscape provides highly valued recreational spaces to those living in the locality.



The A374 crosses through Devonport Park in the north-west. A dense network of footpaths and cycle
ways are found throughout the parks.



A Heritage Trail runs through Devonport Park, highlighting the use of wartime Anderson shelters in the
park.

Views and perceptual qualities


A human influenced, designed landscape, which is often busy with lots of movement from people
enjoying the spaces. Noise from the surrounding roads serves as a reminder of the close proximity of
development.



From the elevated areas of Devonport Park there are views over Devonport Dockyard and Torpoint
chain ferry.



Views reach over the Tamar River (CA 24) to Torpoint and Saltash. The upland outline of Bodmin
Moor, within the Cornwall AONB, is visible in clear conditions.



High fencing is a dominating feature around the sports pitches at The Brickfields. This area is fairly
enclosed but is overlooked by immediately by housing and a school.



Views from Victoria Park are limited and extend to the railway bridge in the east and the surrounding
housing. The wooded skyline of Central Park (CA 01) can be seen to the north east.
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Landscape evaluation
Valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
Designated features and attributes
Cultural heritage

Conservation Areas, Listed
Buildings, Registered Park
and Garden






Recreation

Cycle route



There are two Conservation Areas in the
CA; North Stonehouse and Royal Naval
Hospital, which cover 1.9ha (6.7% of the
CA)
There are three Listed Buildings in the CA
Devonport Park Registered Park and
Garden covers 14.3ha (32.1% of the
CA).
Part of National Cycle Route 2 crosses
south of the CA.

Summary of valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
The following landscape attributes and features associated with the Character Area would be particularly
sensitive to change:


The role of the landscape as a green backdrop to surrounding urban areas including Devonport,
Keyham and Stoke.



The elevated skyline of Devonport Park, rising above the Tamar to provide part of its wider seascape
setting.



Long views form Devonport Park across the Tamar to Cornwall, including views of the Cornwall AONB
(Rame Head as well as Bodmin Moor in clear conditions).



The value of the landscape as important formal and informal recreation space.



The Grade II Registered Park and Garden of Devonport Park, a fine example of a Victorian park and
recreation space with a number of linked historic buildings and structures (many also listed).

Guidance for managing change
Guidance and opportunities to consider within this Character Area are as follows:


Protect the valued recreational usage of the landscape, seeking opportunities to further enhance
opportunities for access and enjoyment.



Pursue opportunities to extend habitats, including as part of a Green Infrastructure network, such as
the creation of further wildflower meadows or verges.



Protect the character and setting of the Grade II listed Park and Garden of Devonport Park, along
with the listed historic features within it.



Protect the long, open views from the higher elevations across to Cornwall (including Mount
Edgcumbe and Bodmin Moor) and up the Tamar towards the Tamar Valley AONB.



Avoid siting development in visually prominent locations, e.g. the elevated areas of Devonport Park
which also contribute to seascape setting of the River Tamar (CA 24).
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Landscape sensitivity assessment
Criteria evaluation (*please refer to the criteria definitions set out in Table 3.1 – Chapter 3*)
Criteria

Description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

Devonport Park: Rises up with elevated slopes which
are visible from both Plymouth and across the Tamar.
Victoria Park and The Brickfields: The remainder of the
Character Area is flat and enclosed by trees and/or
development.

Scale (landform and component landscape
features)

Devonport Park: The large scale, open landform is given
a smaller scale owing to tree cover and park facilities
such as the children’s playground, isolated buildings and
other small scale features such as the bandstand.
Victoria Park and The Brickfields: The formal sports
pitches are more open with large scale fencing. Victoria
Park has numerous large specimen trees.

Landscape pattern and complexity (including
sense of time-depth)

Devonport Park has retained its strong Victorian
character with a fountain, bandstand and landscaped
beds and borders.
Victoria Park and The Brickfields: Victoria Park dates
from the early 20th century, although is it less
landscaped than Devonport Park with a large children’s
play area in the centre of the park surrounded by mown
grassland and specimen trees.

Perceptual qualities

The landscape affords a sense of space, openness and
provides an oasis of naturalness amongst urban
development, although the large fences around the
sports pitches in the south west of the CA can detract
from this. .
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual prominence

The elevated slopes of Devonport Park contribute to the
landscape setting of the Hamoaze part of the Tamar (CA
24), and also form part of the wider gateway into the
city from Torpoint (including by passengers on the chain
ferry). This part of the Character Area also forms an
elevated green backdrop to Devonport, Keyham and
Stoke.
Victoria Park is more hidden due to its low lying
topography, though is overlooked on all sides by
housing.

Visual sensitivities and intervisibility
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In the west there are high levels of intervisibility
between Devonport Park and Torpoint in Cornwall
across the Tamar. There are also visual connections
with Mount Edgcumbe and the Rame Head section of
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CA 03: King's Tamerton and Weston Mill Wooded Valleys

Representative photographs

Summary of location within Plymouth
This Character Area is classified as Character Type 7A: Wooded Valleys and 7B: Designed
parkland/Wooded amenity grassland.
This Character Area is located in western Plymouth, between King’s Tamerton, Weston Mill, Ham and
Pennycross. It comprises a branched wooded valley running in multiple directions, adjoined by a flat
expanse of cemetery located to the south. The landscape has a tranquil and naturalistic feel in an
urban context, forming a valued green wedge and recreational space surrounded by development on
all sides. The visually enclosed wooded valley contrasts with the expansive views gained from Weston
Mill Cemetery, including to as far as Bodmin Moor in the Cornwall AONB.
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Landscape character description
Key landscape characteristics
Topography, geology and drainage


This Character Area comprises several interconnected steep-sided valleys which reach a maximum
height of 80m AOD.



Upper Devonian bedrock is overlain by alluvial deposits.



A stream runs east-west through the area and drains into the River Plym at Camel’s Head.

Woodland cover


Dense woodland cover cloaks the valley sides, and is a mixture of semi-natural broadleaved woodland
and coniferous plantation.



Species within Ham Woods include oak, ash and sycamore.

Land use and field patterns


Much of the Character Area is semi-natural and mixed plantation woodland, used for informal
recreation by local communities.



A cemetery dominates the landscape around Weston Mill, and several formal sports pitches are
associated with college grounds in the east of the Character Area.



A community orchard is also located within Ham Woods.

Semi-natural habitats


Ham Woods Local Nature Reserve supports scrub and wildflower meadows as well as semi-natural
woodland.



More than 200 species of plants and almost 80 species of birds have been recorded within the woods.

Archaeology and cultural heritage


Weston Mill Cemetery dates from 1906 and includes historic buildings dating from this period.



An old hedgebank runs along Ham Lane.

Settlement, road pattern and rights of way


Ham Woods is the largest area of publicly accessible semi-natural greenspace in the west of the city.



The landscape is surrounded by urban residential development and a large industrial estate to the north
east, although there is little development within the Character Area itself.



The A3064 main road cuts through the centre of this Character Area, introducing associated traffic
noise. The A38 runs along the northern boundary.



The Co-operative Way and a cycle track are found in Ham Woods, providing valued recreational routes
and connections between adjacent residential areas.

Views and perceptual qualities


Views are variable through the landscape, with woodland and topography limiting views both in and
out, although the more open areas on higher slopes afford more extensive views.



There are long views westwards across to Cornwall from the cemetery, including the rising form of
Bodmin Moor (within the Cornwall AONB) on the distant horizon.



Within the woods, there is a relatively tranquil feel considering the close proximity to urban
development.



Trees on the upper valley slopes create wooded skylines and an undeveloped backdrop to Ham and
King’s Tamerton.
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Landscape evaluation
Valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
Designated features and attributes
Biodiversity/geodiversity

LNR



Ham Woods Local Nature Reserve covers
35.8ha (35.5% of the Character Area).

Recreation

Long distance footpath



The Co-operative Way crosses through
Ham Woods.

Summary of valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
The following landscape attributes and features associated with the Character Area would be particularly
sensitive to change:


Ham Woods, designated a Local Nature Reserve for valued habitats including semi-natural woodland,
scrub and grassland.



The role of the landscape as a naturalistic haven amongst dense urban development, providing
opportunities for informal recreation for the surrounding local communities.



Long views south and west from the higher, more open area of the cemetery, including distant views
towards Bodmin Moor in the Cornwall AONB.



The wooded skylines and setting the landscape provides to nearby settlements including Ham and
King’s Tamerton.

Guidance for managing change
Guidance and opportunities to consider within this Character Area are as follows:


Protect the site’s valued semi-natural habitats, including woodland, grassland and scrub, in line with
the Ham Woods Management Plan (January 2014).



Use existing woodland to help screen development and integrate it into its landscape setting.



Ensure any new development respects the scale of the landform and its existing landscape features.



Pursue opportunities to extend habitats such as woodland, scrub and grassland, including as part of a
Green Infrastructure network, utilising native, climate-resilient species wherever possible.



Strengthen the landscape’s distinctive wooded ridgelines, utilising locally prevalent species including
oak, ash and sycamore.



Protect the valued naturalistic qualities of the landscape and relative levels of tranquillity in an urban
context.



Protect the valued recreational uses of the valley and pursue further opportunities for access and
enjoyment, linking to the surrounding communities of King’s Tamerton, Weston Mill, Ham and
Pennycross.



Avoid development on the higher, more visible areas of the Character Area (including the upper
slopes of the Ham Woods Valley and the elevated area around the cemetery).



Protect the open, distant views westwards towards Cornwall, including distant views of Bodmin Moor.
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Landscape sensitivity assessment
Criteria evaluation (*please refer to the criteria definitions set out in Table 3.1 – Chapter 3*)
Criteria

Description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

A steep sided valley with prominent slopes that are
frequently overlooked by houses. The land on which
the cemetery lies (Character Type 7B) comprises
open, more gently sloping land.

Scale (landform and component landscape
features)

The contained landform of the valleys creates a sense
of enclosure and intimacy, emphasised by the
presence of woodland. The elevated, more gently
sloping land within Character Type 7B creates a
larger scale landform. Frequent trees create a sense
of human scale across the landscape.

Landscape pattern and complexity (including
sense of time-depth)

Variation of texture and colour from the extensive
vegetation cover which changes seasonally. Ham
Lane is an ancient route which is now closed to traffic
and serves as part of a cycle track, creating a sense
of time depth within the landscape.

Perceptual qualities

Provides a green buffer between existing housing and
a naturalistic edge to development on all sides. There
is strong contrast between the sounds of birds and
movement of trees within the Character Area, with
traffic noise associated with the adjacent main roads.
The cemetery (7B) is has a more human influenced
feel owing to its manicured, more formalised
character compared with the naturalistic woodlands.
The proximity of urban populations is also evidenced
by associated land uses such as sports pitches.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual prominence

The upper slopes of the valley form a distinctive
wooded skyline amongst existing housing, and are
visually related to the upper wooded valley slopes of
CA 05 Budshead and Woodland Woods to the north.
Combined, these create distinctive wooded ridgelines
rising above the urban form.

Visual sensitivities and intervisibility

There is some strong intervisibility between the upper
valley slopes.
From the cemetery there are long views, including to
the distant mass of Bodmin Moor (within the Cornwall
AONB).
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CA 04: Ernesettle

Representative photographs

Summary of location within Plymouth
The northern part of the Character Area is classified as 4B: Marine Levels and Coastal
Plains, whilst the southern half is defined as 7D: Urban Fringe Farmland.
This CA is located in the north west corner of Plymouth, next to Ernesettle and St Budeaux. It forms
an edge to CA 23 Middle River Tamar located to the west. In the north, it adjoins CA 21 Tamerton
Lake and Wooded Fringes. The landscape has various urban fringe land uses, although access is
limited through much of the CA due to the presence of military buildings and uses. The westerly
sloping land results in uninterrupted views over the Tamar to Cornwall.
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Landscape character description
Key characteristics
Topography, geology and drainage


Sloping land immediately adjacent to the River Tamar, which rises gently inland to the east.



The south of the Character Area comprises strongly undulating and elevated land drained by a number
of springs.



Bedrock from the Upper Devonian period is overlain by alluvial deposits originating from the Tamar.

Woodland cover


Ernesettle Wood is a tract of ancient semi-natural woodland.



Elsewhere there are frequent hedgerow trees along field boundaries and patches of scrub providing
locally valued habitats and naturalistic texture.

Land use and field patterns


A former Royal Navy Armaments Depot occupies the north of the area, and sewerage works and other
industrial buildings at Lower Ernesettle are located immediately adjacent.



There is a sports centre and associated grounds/playing fields also occupying the north of the Character
Area.



Farmland to the south mostly consists of rough pasture in irregular fields of various sizes, with fencing
and horse paddocks resulting in an urban fringe feel.

Semi-natural habitats


Semi-natural habitats include woodland, scrub, marsh, and rough grassland.



Ernesettle Complex is designated a County Wildlife Site for notable plant species including grey clubrush, broad-leaved everlasting pea and autumn lady's-tresses. The site is also home to great-green
bush-crickets.

Archaeology and cultural heritage


Historically important as a defensive vantage point due to the extensive views over the Tamar. This
history is evidenced today by the presence of the Ernesettle Battery dating from 1868 (which is a
Scheduled Monument).



Agaton Fort, completed in 1871 is also located adjacent to the east of the Character Area.

Settlement, road pattern and rights of way


Settlement is sparse and primarily consists of isolated farms. There is limited public access due to
military uses.



The A38 dual carriageway runs along the southern boundary of the area, introducing noise and
movement to the landscape. Roads running through the area are otherwise minor.



The Tavistock railway line runs adjacent to the Tamar along the western edge of the Character Area.

Views and perceptual qualities


There are open, long views over the Tamar to Saltash and Torpoint from higher elevations. These
settlements also overlook the Character Area from the west, and are backed by rising countryside
(including within the Cornwall AONB).



The adjacent River Tamar exerts a maritime influence on the perceptual qualities of the landscape.



The large-scale cylindrical sewerage works to the north of the Character Area form dominant features
giving the localised area an industrial feel.



Forms part of the wider seascape setting to western Plymouth, and a rural gateway into the city when
travelling across the Tamar Bridges from Cornwall.



The landscape sits on the southern doorstep of the Tamar Valley AONB.
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Landscape evaluation
Valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
Designated features and attributes
Biodiversity/geodiversity

CWS, Ancient Woodland





Cultural heritage

Listed Buildings, Scheduled
Monuments




Two County Wildlife Sites at Ernesettle
Complex and Warren Point cover 37.9ha
(28.1% of the Character Area).
Ancient woodland at Ernesettle Wood
covers 6.8ha (1.7%).
There is one Listed Building in the
Character Area at Ernesettle House.
Ernesettle Battery Scheduled Monument
cover a total of 0.6ha (0.5%).

Summary of valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
The following provides a summary of the key landscape sensitivities to development within this Character
Area:


Ernesettle Complex County Wildlife Site, valued for notable plant species and invertebrates.



The role of the landscape as part of the landscape setting to the River Tamar (and Tamar Valley
AONB immediately to the north and north-west).



The visual prominence of the Character Area from the River Tamar (CA 23) and Cornwall, including
people arriving into the city by road or rail via the iconic Tamar bridges.



Valued ancient woodland habitat at Ernesettle Wood.



Nationally important historic defences at Ernesettle Battery.

Guidance for managing change
Guidance and opportunities to consider within this Character Area are as follows:


Avoid locating development in locations which are visually prominent and/or provide a key part of the
setting to the Tamar and the Tamar Bridges (particularly relevant to the area within 4B).



Utilise existing tree cover and topography to screen any future development.



Protect the role the landscape plays as part of the landscape setting to the River Tamar and Tamar
Valley AONB.



Protect the setting of valued historical monuments such as Ernesettle Battery and the Tamar bridges.



Ensure development does not result in the loss or fragmentation of valued semi-natural habitats,
particularly those within the Ernesettle Complex CWS, areas of ancient woodland and hedgerows.



Pursue opportunities to extend habitats within the Character Area, including as part of a Green
Infrastructure network, utilising native, climate-resilient species wherever possible.



Promote opportunities to increase access and enjoyment of the landscape, including links to
surrounding urban communities (including as part of any new developments).



Support a continuation of traditional farming practices within the agricultural land of the Character
Area. Reinforce field patterns and strengthen wildlife corridors through hedgerow management and
re-planting.
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Landscape sensitivity assessment
Criteria evaluation (*please refer to the criteria definitions set out in Table 3.1 – Chapter 3*)
Criteria

Description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

The northern part of the Character Area (within 4B)
slopes gently away from the edge of the River Tamar,
forming low-lying undulating land.
The landform becomes steeper with greater undulations
and visually prominent slopes in the south (within 7D).

Scale (landform and component landscape
features)

Relatively large scale landscape and mostly open
landscape, although trees and isolated buildings provide
a human scale to the landscape.
The undulating, elevated in the south of the area is of a
smaller scale due to its intricacy.

Landscape pattern and complexity (including
sense of time-depth)

4B: A mixture of land uses, including pony paddocks,
disused industry and recreation. The former Royal Navy
Armaments Depot complex provides evidence of the
past military use of the area.
7D: Landcover primarily consists of a mixture of
woodland and pastoral farmland. Ernesettle Battery is a
nationally important monument which illustrates the
role of the landscape in the wider city’s defensive past.

Perceptual qualities

4B: This area has a more industrial, urban fringe and
overall less tranquil feel as a result its varied land uses.
Evidence of a lack of management is present with scrub
encroachment.
7D: Conversely, a lack of access and traditional
agricultural land uses conveys a relatively tranquil, rural
feel on the doorstep of urban development.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual prominence

Although much of the area is low-lying, the Character
Area is visible in views from across the Tamar in
Cornwall, forming an immediate landscape setting to
the river (CA 23) and its iconic bridges.
The elevated land in the south is particularly prominent
from the Tamar bridges and upon entry into the city via
the A 38.

Visual sensitivities and intervisibility

Plymouth and Plymouth Urban Fringe Landscape and
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There is strong intervisibility with Saltash and Torpoint
in Cornwall, and views north-west are afforded into the
nearby Tamar Valley AONB. The Character Area directly
overlooks the River Tamar to the west and forms part of
its wider landscape and seascape setting, framed by the
famous bridges to the south.
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CA 05: Budshead and Woodland Woods

Representative photographs

Summary of location and overall character within Plymouth
This Character Area falls within Character Type 7A: Wooded Valleys.
Budshead and Woodland Woods are located in the north west of Plymouth, comprising a wooded
valley nestled between Honicknowle and Whitleigh, running in a north-west south-east direction. To
the north, the Character Area adjoins CA 21: Tamerton Lake and Wooded Fringes.
This densely wooded valley forms a naturalistic green corridor between Honicknowle and Whitleigh.
The valley is crossed by part of the Co-operative Way and Plymouth Cross-City Link, and is a
popular recreational resource for local residents. The landscape forms a distinctive wooded skyline
rising above adjacent built-up areas.
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Landscape character description
Key characteristics
Topography, geology and drainage


Long and narrow steep sided valley running from the west of Crownhill to Tamerton Lake.



Underlying upper Devonian slate formation which can be seen in outcrops on the valley sides and in
stream beds.



The bottom of the valley is occupied by a stream which drains into Tamerton Lake on the Tamar
Estuary (CA 21).

Woodland cover


Extensive woodland cover along the length of the valley, comprising a mixture of hornbeam, beech and
oak.



Much of Budshead Wood is of ancient origin.

Land use and field patterns


This is primarily a wooded landscape, used for nature conservation and recreational purposes such as
dog walking. Playing fields are located next to Budshead Road.

Semi-natural habitats


Mosaic of habitats throughout the landscape including semi-natural broadleaved woodland, scrub,
grassland and streams. Much of these habitats are designated as a Local Nature Reserve.



Species rich unimproved grassland has great floristic interest and supports a number of invertebrates,
birds and mammals.

Archaeology and cultural heritage


Woodland Fort occupies a prominent position at the head of the valley and is adjacent to the Character
Area. Knowle battery is also located to the south; both were built in the 1860s and are designated as
Scheduled Monuments.



Abandoned field enclosures (which are shown on OS maps dated 1946-51) are located within the
southern part of Budshead Wood, providing an indication of past land uses.

Settlement, road pattern and rights of way


Budshead Road is a fairly minor road which crosses the valley between Budshead Wood and Woodland
Wood.



Although itself undeveloped, the valley is surrounded by dense urban development.



There are numerous tracks and footpaths providing access to the valley and woodland for informal
access and recreation. These include the Co-operative Way and the Plymouth Cross City Link.

Views and perceptual qualities


The upper valley slopes form distinctive wooded skylines, creating a strong sense of place and green
edge to settlements below.



Views within wooded areas are generally contained by the steep topography of the land and the high
level of woodland cover.



This landscape has a relatively high level of tranquillity considering its close proximity to dense urban
development and busy roads.



Birdsong and the movement of the trees contrasts with the urban sounds associated with the
surrounding settlements of Honicknowle and Whitleigh.
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Landscape evaluation
Valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
Designated features and attributes
Biodiversity/geodiversity

LNR, Ancient Woodland




Two Local Nature Reserves cover a total
of 41.3ha (62.3% of the CA).
Ancient Woodland covers 21.8ha (32.9%
of the CA).

Cultural heritage

Scheduled Monument



Two Scheduled Monuments are partially
within the CA and cover a total of 0.2ha
(0.2% of the CA).

Recreation

Long distance footpath



The Co-operative Way and Plymouth
Cross City Link cross through CA.

Summary of valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
The following provides a summary of the key landscape sensitivities to development within this Character
Area:


The valued habitats within Budshead Wood and Woodland Wood Local Nature Reserves including
semi-natural broadleaved woodland, scrub and stream habitats.



The role of the landscape as an undeveloped, naturalistic green space amongst dense residential
development – valued as a recreational space for adjacent communities.



The distinctive wooded skylines created by the upper valley slopes, providing visual and character
unity with those of nearby wooded valleys (particularly CA 07: Cann and Whitleigh Woods).



The setting the landscape provides to nationally important historic features including Woodland Fort.

Guidance for managing change
Guidance and opportunities to consider within this Character Area are as follows:


Avoid siting development on the more prominent, elevated locations on the upper valley slopes which
form distinctive wooded skylines in the wider landscape.



Ensure development respects the scale of the landform and its existing landscape features.



Use existing woodland and topography to help screen development and integrate it into its landscape
setting.



Ensure development does not lead to the fragmentation of valued semi-natural habitats, including
woodland, scrub and streamside vegetation.



Protect the site’s valued semi-natural habitats in line with the Budshead Wood Management Plan
(August 2008).



Pursue opportunities to extend habitats as part of a Green Infrastructure network, utilising native,
climate-resilient species wherever possible.



Protect the integrity of the nationally important defensive features of Woodland Fort and Knowle
Battery.



Protect the role of the landscape in providing a green wedge between development at Honicknowle
and Whitleigh.



Ensure development does not adversely affect the valued recreational uses of the landscape. Any new
development should incorporate further opportunities for access and enjoyment.



Pursue opportunities to strengthen wooded ridgelines including through new planting and restocking,
utilising local species such as hornbeam, oak and beech.
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Landscape sensitivity assessment
Criteria evaluation (*please refer to the criteria definitions set out in Table 3.1 – Chapter 3*)
Criteria

Description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

Long and narrow steeply incised valley which is low
lying compared to the surrounding land.

Scale (landform and component landscape
features)

The enclosed landform and frequent human scale
features in the form of trees create a small scale
landscape.

Landscape pattern and complexity (including
sense of time-depth)

The valley provides a key part of the setting to the
nationally important historic features of Woodland
Fort and Knowle Battery.

Perceptual qualities

The heavily wooded landscape results in a tranquil
and naturalistic pocket amongst urban residential
development.
The landscape has a key role in separating the
settlements of Whitleigh and Honicknowle.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual prominence

Trees on the upper valley slopes create locally
distinctive wooded skylines, this role enhanced when
combined with similar wooded ridgelines in the
vicinity (particularly CA 07: Cann and Whitley
Woods).

Visual sensitivities and intervisibility

There is strong intervisibility and visual relationships
with the adjacent wooded valleys at Southway (CA
09) and Whitleigh (CA 07).
Houses are visible through the woodland from more
open areas; Whitleigh is to the north, Honicknowle to
the south and Ernesettle to the west.
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CA 06: Manadon Wooded Parkland

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location within Plymouth
This Character Area is made up of two Character Types; 7B: Designed Parkland/Wooded
Amenity Grasslands covers the area of estate parkland associated with Manadon House
whilst 7C: Formal Recreation Grounds/Sports Pitches covers the sports pitches in the
north of the Character Area.
The Character Area is located between the settlements of Manadon, Honicknowle and Pennycross and
is not adjacent to any other Character Area. The flat, open expanse of the sports pitches contrasts
with the enclosed and more secluded wooded estate parkland. Long views are afforded over the city
and north towards Dartmoor National Park as a result of the landscape’s elevation.
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Landscape description
Key landscape characteristics
Topography, geology and drainage


Area of land surrounding Manadon which rises up from 65m AOD to 86m AOD. The topography is
steeper in the south of area.



Underlying upper Devonian bedrock of mudstone, siltstone and sandstone, typical of the Plymouth
area.



Small streams and springs flow southwards.

Woodland cover


Prominent Scots Pine shelterbelts form characteristic features in the north of the Character Area.



Estate woodland character with frequent specimen and large veteran trees associated with the
landscape surrounding Manadon House.

Land use and field patterns


Remnant estate woodland including mature specimen trees characterises the landscape surrounding
Manadon House (in the south east of the Character Area).



In the north and west of the Character Area, the land is primarily under recreational usage and includes
several formal sports pitches.

Semi-natural habitats


The landscape includes tracts of semi-natural broadleaved woodland and meadow grassland,
supporting species including bluebell and Butcher’s broom.

Archaeology and cultural heritage


Manadon House is a Grade II* listed country house originating from the 17th century, with some earlier
features. It was formerly the used as the Captain’s House for the Royal Naval Engineering College and
is now used as a wedding venue.

Settlement, road pattern and rights of way


The only development within the Character Area itself is Manadon House and its associated
outbuildings.



Dense urban development surrounds the landscape, including recent housing to the south east with
views over the woodland.



The only roads within the Character Area are private access routes to Manadon House.



Informal access tracks are found throughout the landscape, particularly popular with local dog walkers.

Views and perceptual qualities


Views from the north of the Character Area are more open, including westerly vistas into Cornwall
(including the silhouetted outline of Bodmin Moor on the distant horizon).



Longer views are also afforded from the high ground, whilst elsewhere tree/woodland cover provides
containment.



The landscape provides a valued greenspace with a relative sense of tranquillity (particularly within the
wooded estate grounds) on the doorstep of the urban settlements of Manadon and Honicknowle.
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Landscape evaluation
Valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
Designated features and attributes
Cultural heritage

Listed Buildings



There are three Listed Buildings in the
CA, including the Grade II* listed
Manadon House.

Summary of valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
The following provides a summary of the key landscape sensitivities to development within this Character
Area:


The historic Grade II* listed Manadon House dating back to the 17th century.



The semi-natural broadleaved woodland habitats and meadow grassland.



The landscape’s value for both formal and informal recreation.



Visual prominence of the elevated landscape and the wooded backdrop it provides to Manadon and
Honicknowle.

Guidance for managing change
Guidance and opportunities to consider for any future development within this Character Area are as
follows:


Protect the character and setting of the Grade II* listed Manadon House and the surrounding estate
parkland and woodland.



Avoid siting development in visually prominent, elevated locations, particularly in the south where
land rises to 86 metres AOD near Manadon House.



Protect the wooded rural backdrop the landscape provides to the surrounding settlements.



Utilise any dips in the landform and existing levels of tree cover to screen any new development.



Protect the wooded character of the landscape and the semi-natural habitats it supports, including
meadow grassland.



Pursue opportunities to extend habitats such as meadow grassland and broadleaved woodlands,
including as part of a Green Infrastructure network, utilising native, climate-resilient species
wherever possible.



Pursue further opportunities for access and enjoyment of the landscape, including links to existing
walking routes to and from the adjacent housing developments.
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Landscape sensitivity assessment
Criteria evaluation (*please refer to the criteria definitions set out in Table 3.1 – Chapter 3*)
Criteria

Description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

7B – Manadon Estate: Elevated land which begins to
slope down towards the south.
7C –Recreation Grounds: Flatter and slightly less
elevated than the Manadon Estate to the south east.

Scale (landform and component landscape
features)

7B – Manadon Estate: Frequent specimen trees and
woodland create human scale features within the
landscape.
7C –Recreation Grounds: Have a more open and
larger scale character with shelterbelts of very
prominent and tall Scots Pine specimens.

Landscape pattern and complexity (including
sense of time-depth)

7B – Manadon Estate: Estate character associated
with the manor house which dates back to the 17th
century. Woodland and specimen trees of different
shapes and sizes create texture and interest within
the landscape.
7C –Recreation Grounds: Simple landscape pattern,
with the geometric shapes of sports pitches and
uniform lines of trees.

Perceptual qualities

7B – Manadon Estate: Dense levels of tree cover
results in a naturalistic and often enclosed landscape,
which feels far removed from the surrounding urban
development.
7C –Recreation Grounds: This area has a less
naturalistic feel than that of the Manadon Estate, with
large scale fences and car parks providing urban
elements.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual prominence

The high level of woodland cover and elevated nature
of the land often results in wooded skylines rising
above the surrounding settlements.
The shelterbelts of Scots Pine next to the recreation
grounds form particularly prominent landscape
features on the skyline.

Visual sensitivities and intervisibility

Wooded landscape with visual and character
connections to Ham Woods (CA 03) to the west, and
the woodland above and amongst the settlement of
Pennycross to the south.
There are long views north to Dartmoor over the
open recreational grounds, and west towards Bodmin
Moor (within the Cornwall AONB).
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CA 07: Cann and Whitleigh Woods

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location within Plymouth
This Character Area falls within Character Type 7A: Wooded Valleys.
This landscape is located in the central part of northern Plymouth, between the settlements of
Whitleigh and Southway. The valley runs in a north-west, south-east direction and adjoins CA 21:
Tamerton Lake and Wooded Fringes. The valley creates a naturalistic pocket amongst the housing
and is valued by local residents as a green space. Views out of the area are limited by woodland and
topography, although the tree cover creates a distinctive skyline above nearby housing.
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Landscape character description
Key characteristics
Topography, geology and drainage


Undulating but steeply sloping incised valley carved from Devonian slate bedrock, rising to 100m AOD.



Alluvial deposits and wet clay soil are associated with the stream which runs along the valley bottom.

Woodland cover


Heavily wooded, with large areas of ancient semi-natural broadleaved woodland, including Whitleigh
Wood and Cann Woods, with species including beech, sycamore and sweet chestnut.

Land use and field patterns


The primary landcover is woodland, although there are some playing fields at the top of the valley
slopes.



The remnant field pattern is small-medium scale irregular field near the valley mouth, although many
of these are now wooded.

Semi-natural habitats


Large-scale broadleaved woodlands of oak, ash and sycamore are interspersed by wildflower meadows
on the upper valley slopes.



Other notable habitats include scrub, hedgerows, woodland and grassland which support valued species
including bluebell, wood anemone, wild garlic, silver washed fritillary and badger.

Archaeology and cultural heritage


Crownhill Fort is located on high ground at the head of the valley adjacent to the Character Area. The
structure is designated as a Scheduled Monument.

Settlement, road pattern and rights of way


There are few roads within the landscape; the B3373 crosses the valley while the A386 runs along the
eastern boundary.



A dense network of footpaths provides access on foot, including part of the Co-operative Way.

Views and perceptual qualities


Views are mostly constrained by the steep landform and dense woodland cover.



This landscape provides a tranquil ‘escape’ from the surrounding urban development. The main roads
can, however introduce noise and movement to the landscape.



From the upper slopes, there is a unifying visual and character relationship between the adjacent
wooded valleys at Budshead (CA 05) and Southway (CA 09).
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Landscape evaluation
Valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
Designated features and attributes
Biodiversity/geodiversity

LNR, CWS, Ancient
Woodland






Cultural heritage

Conservation Area,
Scheduled Monument




Recreation

Long distance footpath



Local Nature Reserves at Cann Wood and
Whitleigh Wood cover 43.5ha (49% of
the CA).
CWS at Whitleigh Wood covers 20.3ha
(22.9% of the CA).
Ancient Woodland at Whitleigh Wood
covers 18.4ha (20.7% of the CA).
The Tamerton Foliot Conservation Area
covers 14.7ha (16.5% of the CA).
Part of the Crownhill Fort Scheduled
Monument covers 4.5ha (5.1% of the
CA).
The Co-operative Way briefly crosses this
CA.

Summary of valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
The following provides a summary of the key landscape sensitivities to development within this Character
Area:


The setting the landscape provides to the nationally important Scheduled Monument of Crownhill Fort
and the Tamerton Foliot Conservation Area.



The valued ancient woodland and grassland habitats, particularly within Cann Woods and Whitleigh
Woods Local Nature Reserves.



The undeveloped, naturalistic character of the landscape; a haven of tranquillity amongst dense
residential development.



The role of the landscape in separating the densely developed areas of Whitleigh and Southway.



The importance of the valley as a recreational green space for local communities.

Guidance for managing change
Guidance and opportunities to consider for any future development within this Character Area are as
follows:


Avoid locating development on the prominent and elevated upper valley slopes, valued as a
distinctive wooded skyline.



Conserve the function of the landscape in providing a ‘rural’ separation and buffer to the dense
development surrounding it.



Ensure development respects the scale of the landform and its existing landscape features.



Use existing woodland and topography to help screen development and integrate it into its landscape
setting.



Protect the integrity of the valued semi-natural habitats within the Cann Woods and Whitleigh Woods
LNRs. Ensure their management is conducted in line with the relevant management plan (Cann
Woods LNR Management Plan December 2007).



Pursue opportunities to extend woodland and grassland habitats, including as part of a Green
Infrastructure network, utilising native, climate-resilient species wherever possible.



Sustain the valued recreational uses of the valley, on the immediate doorstep of the communities of
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Whitleigh and Southway. Any new development should incorporate further opportunities for access
and enjoyment of the landscape.


Protect the character and setting of Crownhill Fort and Tamerton Foliot Conservation Area.



Pursue opportunities to strengthen the wooded ridgelines through new planting or restocking, using
locally prevalent and climate resilient species where possible (such as beech, sycamore and sweet
chestnut).

Landscape sensitivity assessment
Criteria evaluation
Criteria

Description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

Long, steeply incised valley with a stream which runs
from Crownhill to the Tamerton Estuary.

Scale (landform and component landscape
features)

Small scale enclosed valley landform with dense
woodland cover providing further enclosure.

Landscape pattern and complexity (including
sense of time-depth)

Mostly uniform treed landcover. The landscape
contains part of and provides a setting to the
Tamerton Foliot Conservation Area in the north west,
and Crownhill Fort (a Scheduled Monument) in the
south east.

Perceptual qualities

The valley forms a valued naturalistic oasis amongst
urban development and acts as part of a wider
wildlife corridor spanning land to sea (in conjunction
with adjacent CA 21: Tamerton Lake and Wooded
Fringes).
The Character Area provides a green wedge
separating the settlements of Whitleigh and
Southway.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual prominence

The upper valley slopes form a distinctive wooded
ridgeline rising up above Southway, overlooked by
housing developments on all sides.

Visual sensitivities and intervisibility

The wooded valley and its ridgeline has a unifying
visual relationship with adjacent wooded valleys at
Southway to the east (CA 09) and Budshead Wood to
the south west (CA 05).
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CA 08: Tamerton Foliot Farmland and Porsham Wooded Valley

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location within Plymouth
The western part of the Character Area is within Character Type 3B: Lower Rolling Farmed
and Settled Valley Slopes and the eastern part is within 3H: Secluded Valleys.
This Character Area is located to the north of Plymouth. The farmland (Character Type 3B) is found
either side of Tamerton Foliot, whilst the valley (Character Type 3H) is found to the north of
Southway and Widewell, running in an east-west direction. In the west, the area adjoins the
Tamerton Estuary Wooded Fringes Character Area. The landscape provides an undeveloped rural
edge to Tamerton Foliot and Southway, with the woodland providing a valued local green space.
Public footpaths including part of the Tamar Valley Discovery Trail provide access to this landscape.

Plymouth and Plymouth Urban Fringe Landscape and
Seascape Assessment

63

October 2016

Landscape character description
Key characteristics
Topography, geology and drainage


Narrow, steep sided valley which opens out to gently sloping farmland surrounding Tamerton Foliot.



A small forked stream runs along the valley floor towards Tamerton Creek.

Woodland cover


Dense deciduous woodland cover in the upper part of the valley in the east, with frequent hedgerow
trees in the field boundaries of the farmland.



Some areas of the woodland are recognised as ancient.

Land use and field patterns


Amongst the semi-natural woodland, there are several areas of plantation woodland including Langley
Plantation and Porsham Plantation.



To the west most of the land is given over to farming. A mixture of pastoral and arable land is found in
fields of varying sizes, some of which are medieval in origin (including those based on strip fields and
Barton fields). These are separated by hedgerows and flower rich hedgebanks.



Allotments are located between Tamerton Foliot and Southway. Horse paddocks divided by white pony
tape are common, conveying an urban fringe influence where they occur.

Semi-natural habitats


Southway Woodlands is a County Wildlife Site comprising semi-improved neutral grassland and ancient
woodland, supporting species including bluebell, badger, fallow deer and palmate newt.



Amenity grassland is located adjacent to the woodland.

Archaeology and cultural heritage


There is a Grade II listed building at Clittaford Cottage but otherwise archaeological interest is limited.



The west of the Character Area abuts the Tamerton Foliot Conservation Area.

Settlement, road pattern and rights of way


Settlement is sparse and primarily consists of isolated farms.



Roads are limited to minor rural routes providing access to farms and forest tracks; the Tamar Valley
Discovery Trail crosses through the western part of the Character Area.

Views and perceptual qualities


In the upper wooded areas of the valley, views are constrained by steep topography and tree cover.



On the farmland to the west of Tamerton Foliot views are more open towards Warleigh Wood. The
westernmost edge of the Character Area abuts the Tamar Valley AONB.



Despite its proximity to urban development, this Character Area has a traditional rural feel. Urban
fringe usage is apparent in some places.
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Landscape evaluation
Valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
Designated features and attributes
Landscape

AONB



Tamar Valley AONB covers 3.9ha (2.7%
of the CA).

Biodiversity/geodiversity

CWS, Ancient Woodland



One CWS at Southway Woodlands covers
51ha (34.6% of the CA).
Ancient Woodland covers 8.5ha (5.8% of
the CA).



Cultural heritage

Conservation Area, Listed
Building




Recreation

Long distance footpath



The Tamerton Foliot Conservation Area
covers 14.7ha (2.2 % of the CA)
There is one Listed Building in the CA.
The Tamar Valley Discovery Trail runs
through the west of the CA.

Summary of valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
The following provides a summary of the key landscape sensitivities to development within this Character
Area:


The valued semi-natural habitats of Southway Woodlands County Wildlife Site, which includes seminatural grassland and ancient woodland.



Opportunities for access and enjoyment by local communities, including the Tamar Valley Discovery
Trail which crosses through the western part of the Character Area.



The rural and tranquil edge the landscape provides to Southway and Tamerton Foliot – including the
historic core of the latter which is designated as a Conservation Area.



The role the west of the landscape plays as part of the immediate setting to the Tamar Valley AONB.



Relative levels of tranquillity, particularly within the Character Area’s woodlands (3H).

Guidance for managing change
Guidance and opportunities to consider within this Character Area are as follows:


Protect the landscape’s valued semi-natural habitats including ancient woodland and semi-natural
grassland within Southway Woodlands County Wildlife Site.



Use existing woodland to help screen development and integrate it into its landscape setting.



Pursue opportunities to extend semi-natural grassland and woodland habitats, including as part of a
Green Infrastructure network, utilising native, climate-resilient species wherever possible.



Ensure any new development respects the scale of the landform and its existing landscape features.



Pursue further opportunities for access and enjoyment of the landscape, including as part of any new
development.



Protect the elevated locations which may affect the setting of adjacent settlements, including the
Conservation Area at Tamerton Foliot.



Protect the landscape’s role as a setting to the Tamar Valley AONB, with its special qualities including
gently meandering stretches of lush pastureland.



Support a continuation of traditional farming practices within the agricultural land of the Character
Area. Reinforce field patterns and strengthen wildlife corridors through hedgerow management and
re-planting.
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Landscape sensitivity assessment
Criteria evaluation (*please refer to the criteria definitions set out in Table 3.1 – Chapter 3*)
Criteria

Description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

3B: To the east of Tamerton Foliot the landform is a
continuation of the valley to the east, gradually opening
out to the west. West of Tamerton Foliot, the land slopes
up to the west.
3H: An incised and enclosed valley landform running in
an east-west direction.

Scale (landform and component landscape
features)

3B: Slightly larger landform than the adjacent valley
owing to its more open character, although the overlying
field pattern is fairly small in scale.
3H: Enclosed, small-scale valley landform with dense
woodland cover which brings a human scale to the
landscape.

Landscape pattern and complexity (including
sense of time-depth)

3B: More uniform landcover with improved pasture fields
throughout, although thick species rich hedgerows with
frequent mature trees add texture and interest to the
landscape pattern. This area forms an immediate
backdrop to Tamerton Foliot Conservation Area.
3H: Strong wooded character of the valley results in a
variety of colours and textures associated with movement
of the leaves and changing of the seasons. Some historic
Barton fields are located adjacent to the industrial estate.

Perceptual qualities

3B: A traditional rural quality typical of the Devon
countryside pervades overall. Urban fringe usage in
evident in some localised areas under pony paddocks.
3H: Sense of naturalness and tranquillity in the
woodlands which is far removed from the adjacent urban
areas.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual prominence

In the westernmost part of the Character Area, land rises
up above Tamerton Foliot, forming a rural backdrop to
the settlement below.

Visual sensitivities and intervisibility

Immediately overlooked by the settlements of Southway
and Widewell in Plymouth, which are located on the
uppermost valley slopes to the south. Views out are
generally focused to the north, although are often limited
by the low lying topography and tree cover. In the west
there are views over Warleigh Wood from higher ground.
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CA 09: Southway Wooded Valley

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location within Plymouth
This Character Area falls within Character Type 7A: Wooded Valleys.
This Character Area is located in the north of Plymouth between Southway and Derriford, and
comprises a valley running in an approximately east-west direction. It does not adjoin any other
Character Areas. The area provides a pocket of naturalistic woodland amongst dense urban
development and is valued by the local population for informal recreation. Views in and out of the
Character Area are limited, however the treed skyline forms a distinctive backdrop to nearby
settlement.
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Landscape character description
Key characteristics
Topography, geology and drainage


Narrow steep-sided valley occupied by a stream which drains towards Tamerton Creek.



Underlying geology of Devonian slates.

Woodland cover


This landscape is mostly covered by woodland, with a mixture of coniferous plantation and broadleaved
woodland cloaking the valley sides.



The primary composition of the woodlands is sycamore and ash.

Land use and field patterns


Much of the Character Area is wooded, managed for nature conservation and informal recreation.



There are allotments located at the end of Pendeen Close.

Semi-natural habitats


Mosaic of semi-natural habitats including broadleaved woodland of oak, hazel, ash and sycamore,
scrub, semi-improved grassland and streams which form valued habitat for a variety of plants,
invertebrates, birds, mammals and reptiles.



Much of the area is within the Southway Valley Local Nature Reserve.

Settlement and road pattern


There is no settlement or roads within the Character Area although it is completely surrounded by
dense urban development.



A network of permissive paths provides access the valley on foot; it is a valued area of green space for
the residents in the surrounding area – including for dog walking.

Views and perceptual qualities


The dense woodland and landform creates a sense of enclosure with limited views.



The valley is nestled between Southway and Derriford and is directly overlooked by houses on all sides,
some of which are immediately adjacent. It provides a key green wedge separating these settlements.



The surrounding urban development can detract from levels of relative tranquillity experienced within
the woodland.



In some places there is an urban fringe feel with a decline in habitat management evidenced by
overgrown brambles and nettles.

Plymouth and Plymouth Urban Fringe Landscape and
Seascape Assessment

68

October 2016

Landscape evaluation
Valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
Designated features and attributes
Biodiversity/geodiversity

LNR



Southway Valley Local Nature Reserve
covers 15.1ha (47.3% of the CA).

Summary of Valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
The following provides a summary of the key landscape sensitivities to development within this Character
Area:


The valued semi-natural habitats designated as part of Southway Valley Local Nature Reserve,
including broadleaved woodland (including oak, hazel, ash and sycamore) and semi-natural
grassland.



The visually prominent and locally distinctive wooded skyline of the upper valley slopes – particularly
when taken in combination with the similar ridgelines of CA 07 and CA 08.



The role of the landscape as an undeveloped and naturalistic oasis amongst dense residential
development.



The use of the landscape for informal recreation.

Guidance for managing change
Guidance and opportunities to consider within this Character Area are as follows:


Avoid locating development in visually prominent locations on the upper valley slopes.



Ensure development respects the scale of the landform and its existing landscape features.



Use existing woodland to help screen development and integrate it into its landscape setting.



Ensure development does not fragment the valued semi-natural habitats within the Southway Valley
Local Nature Reserve and protects and manages habitats in line with the Management Plan (August
2009).



Pursue opportunities to extend habitats, including as part of a Green Infrastructure network, utilising
native, climate-resilient species wherever possible.



Avoid siting development where it will affect the locally distinctive wooded skyline.



Ensure development does not adversely affect the valued recreational uses of the valley, on the
immediate doorstep of the communities of Southway and Derriford.



Pursue further opportunities for access and enjoyment of the landscape, including incorporating new
recreational links as part of new development proposals.



Protect the landscape’s distinctive wooded skylines, including through re-planting and restocking with
locally prevalent species of sycamore and ash.
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Landscape sensitivity assessment
Criteria evaluation (*please refer to the criteria definitions set out in Table 3.1 – Chapter 3*)
Criteria

Description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

Steeply sloping, incised valley nestled between the
settlements of Southway and Derriford.

Scale (landform and component landscape
features)

Small scale landscape as a result of enclosed, steep
sided valley topography with frequent human scale
features in the form of trees.

Landscape pattern and complexity (including
sense of time-depth)

Dense semi-natural woodland cover results in a
variety of colours and textures which change with the
seasons.

Perceptual qualities

The woodland forms a naturalistic oasis and acts as
an escape from the surrounding development,
offering informal recreation space to the local
population.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual prominence

The upper valley slopes are visually prominent and
create a distinctive wooded skyline above urban
development.

Visual sensitivities and intervisibility

There are strong visual connections and relationships
with CA 07 Cann and Whitley Woods to the southwest and the Porsham valley within CA 08 to the
north, collectively creating valued wooded ridgetops
featuring in many views from surrounding
development. This Character Area is directly
overlooked by housing and features in many views
from surrounding communities.
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CA 10: Plymbridge Wooded Valley

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location within Plymouth
This Character Area falls within Character Type 3H: Secluded Valleys.
This LCA is located to the east of Plymouth and forms a natural edge to the city, providing a
boundary to the areas of Glenholt, Estover and Leigham. The valley runs in an approximate northsouth direction, adjoining CA 12 Forder Wooded Valley and Efford Marsh in the south. CA 13
Boringdon Park Farmland is located to the west. It extends into South Hams to cover the main
valley of the Plym as it flows around the edge of the city. The valley provides a secluded and
naturalistic corridor connecting Plymouth to Dartmoor; highly important for recreation, with the Plym
Valley Way and National Cycle Route 27 running along its length.

Plymouth and Plymouth Urban Fringe Landscape and
Seascape Assessment

71

October 2016

Landscape character description
Key characteristics
Topography, geology and drainage


Steeply incised valley of the River Plym and its tributaries, with height of the land ranging between 15
and 90 metres AOD.



Underlying upper Devonian bedrock. The geological value of the area is recognised in the RIGS
designations at Bickleigh Vale Quarry and Mainstone Quarry which are designated for slate and granite
exposures.

Woodland cover


Most of the Character Area is broadleaved riparian woodland along the valley sides, with occasional
blocks of mixed plantation.



Much of the woodland is ancient, including Leigham Wood, Woodford Wood and Hatsfield/Holt Woods.

Land use and field patterns


Large parts of the valley are owned by the National Trust, managed nature conservation, heritage and
recreational purposes – particularly walking and mountain biking.



Numerous disused quarries are scattered along the valley sides.



Occasional fields, associated with large properties. There is no significant farming use due to the dense
woodland cover.

Semi-natural habitats


Plym Valley Woods is designated as a County Wildlife Site, supporting semi-natural woodland,
grassland and riparian habitats, with species including sessile oak, goldenrod and wild cherry.



Peregrine falcons are found in the area.

Archaeology and cultural heritage


Cann Quarry Canal was opened in 1829 to transport slate from Cann Quarry to the River Plym at Marsh
Mills. It was closed ten years later but remains visible in the landscape.



There has been a bridge at Plymbridge since 1238. The present bridge originates from the 18th century
and is Grade II* Listed.



The Plym Valley Heritage Railway runs through this Character Area, providing opportunities for visitors
to enjoy the scenic woodland views and appreciate the valley’s industrial heritage.

Settlement, road pattern and rights of way


A minor network of sunken rural routes plunge steeply into the valley. Forest tracks also cross through
the woodland. Large parts of inaccessible to vehicles.



The Character Area contains a disused canal which is now part of the West Devon Way.



The Plym Valley Cycle Way and Plymbridge Ride cycle routes run through this area, as does part of
National Cycle Route 27.

Views and perceptual qualities


Views are generally enclosed by the topography and high level of woodland cover.



Sense of peace and tranquillity despite close proximity to urban areas. Birdsong and the sounds of the
river flowing contrast with the hum of distant traffic.
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Landscape evaluation
Valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
Designated features and attributes
Biodiversity/geodiversity

RIGS, CWS, Ancient
Woodland





There are two RIGS, which cover 3.8ha
(1.4% of the CA).
Four County Wildlife Sites cover 123ha
(44.3% of the CA).
Ancient Woodland covers 150.2ha (54%
of the CA)

Cultural heritage

Listed Buildings, Scheduled
Monument




There are two Listed Buildings in the CA.
There is one Scheduled Monument
partially within the CA which covers
2.3ha (0.8% of the CA).

Recreation

National Trust, Open
Access Land, Long
distance footpath, Cycle
route



National Trust Land covers 78.2ha
(28.1% of the CA).
Open Access Land covers 24ha (8.6% of
the CA).




The West Devon Way runs the length of
the CA.



National Cycle Route 27 is also found
along much of the West Devon Way.

Summary of valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
The following provides a summary of the key landscape sensitivities to development within this Character
Area:


The peaceful and tranquil qualities of the Character Area, particularly valued as an accessible
greenspace to many Plymouth residents.



Valued semi-natural habitats including those designed as part of the Plym Valley Woods County
Wildlife Site, as well as large tracts of ancient woodland.



Valued geological sites at Bickleigh Vale Quarry and Mainstone Quarry which are designated as RIGS.



Important archaeological features which tell the story of the valley’s industrial heritage.



The role of the Character Area as a wooded backdrop to the north east of the city of Plymouth, and
rural transition into South Hams.

Guidance for managing change
Guidance and opportunities to consider within this Character Area are as follows:


Protect valued areas of ancient and broadleaved woodland, riparian habitats and regionally important
geological sites.



Protect the setting of archaeological sites and features related to the landscape’s industrial heritage.



Avoid siting any new development in the most elevated locations above the valley, where it will affect
the locally distinctive wooded skyline.



Use the landform, dense woodland cover and features such as former quarries to screen any new
development or land uses (as seen currently at the old quarry site at Wood Park).
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Pursue opportunities to extend semi-natural woodland, grassland and riparian habitats, including as
part of a Green Infrastructure network, utilising native, climate-resilient species wherever possible.



Consider further opportunities for strengthening opportunities for access and enjoyment, including
links to existing long distance paths and cycle routes.



Strengthen the landscape’s distinctive wooded ridgelines, including new planting and re-stocking with
locally prevalent species such as oak and wild cherry.

Landscape sensitivity assessment
Criteria evaluation (*please refer to the criteria definitions set out in Table 3.1 – Chapter 3*)
Criteria

Description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

Steeply sloping valley carved by the River Plym,
running from the fringes of Dartmoor to the Plym
Estuary (CA 28).

Scale (landform and component landscape
features)

Woodland cover and industrial heritage features
provide a human scale to the landscape. Dense tree
cover and the steep valley slides provide an intimate,
enclosed landscape scale.

Landscape pattern and complexity (including
sense of time-depth)

Variety of colours and textures associated with the
woodlands, which varies throughout the year. A
sense of time depth is provided by industrial heritage
features seen at the Heritage Railway, the Cann
Canal and the disused quarry sites.

Perceptual qualities

Relative sense of tranquillity and naturalness close to
the city of Plymouth, with the sounds of flowing
water and birds over the noise of distant traffic.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual prominence

On the whole, the Character has low visual
prominence due its low lying topography. However,
the upper valley slopes create distinctive wooded
skylines from nearby urban areas, including Glenholt
and Estover.

Visual sensitivities and intervisibility

The Character Area forms a wooded backdrop to the
north eastern edges of Plymouth, including Estover,
Mainstone, Woolwell and Glenholt.
Plymbridge Woods has a strong visual connection
with the surrounding elevated woodlands within
South Hams (e.g. Cann Woods) and is also part of a
natural ‘corridor’ to Dartmoor. It therefore provides a
strong naturalistic edge to the city. Views out are
limited by dense tree cover and low lying topography.

Plymouth and Plymouth Urban Fringe Landscape and
Seascape Assessment

74

October 2016

CA 11: Derriford Farmland and Bircham Wooded Valley

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location within Plymouth
The southern and western parts of the Character Area are defined as 7D: Urban Fringe
Farmland whilst the Bircham valley falls within 7A: Wooded Valleys.
This Character Area is located between Derriford, Crownhill and Estover and mostly comprises
pastoral farmland. The Bircham Valley run down the north and east sides of the Character Area,
joining CA 12: Forder Wooded Valley and Efford Marsh in the south-east. The Bircham Valley
provides a valued area of semi-natural woodland and grassland habitat which is accessible via part
of the Plymouth Cross City Link. The fields to the south of Derriford provide a green edge to
Eggbuckland and Estover.
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Landscape character description
Key characteristics
Topography, geology and drainage


Area of land located between Crownhill and Estover which slopes steeply up towards Derriford, rising
from 60 to 110m AOD.



The steep sided Bircham Valley runs along the north and east of the Character Area.



Underlain by upper Devonian slate formation, with veins of felsite and quartz.



Several small streams and tributaries cross the landscape, including Bircham Stream, which flows
through the Forder Valley (CA 12) towards the River Plym.

Woodland cover


Woodland cover is extensive in the Bircham Valley and primarily consists of ash, beech and oak with
rich ground flora including bluebells.



The slopes to the south of the Character Area around Bowden Battery also have some significant seminatural tree cover.



Large, mature hedgerow trees are also frequently found within field boundaries.

Land use and field patterns


Small to medium regular fields consist of pastoral farmland used for grazing, providing a sense of
rurality in an urban context. There are allotments located in the north east of the Character Area.



Land within Bircham Valley Local Nature Reserve is accessible to the public for recreation.

Semi-natural habitats


Bircham Valley Local Nature Reserve includes a mosaic of habitats indicative of those in the wider area
including woodland, stream, species-rich neutral grassland and scrub and bracken.



This forms part of a wider ecological network, including linking to woodlands in the Forder Valley to the
south (CA 12).

Archaeology and cultural heritage


Bowden Battery is a Scheduled Monument constructed in the 1860s and indicates the former military
importance of this area and the city generally.

Settlement, road pattern and rights of way


Residential development is located to the west and south of the Character Area, while the Derriford
Hospital complex is a dominating feature found to the north. Scattered farms and outbuildings remain
in the east.



The Plymouth Cross City Link trail runs through the north east of the landscape, providing walking
access for local residents, including dog walkers.



The B3143 runs along the southern boundary; roads are otherwise minor and include the sunken Blunts
Lane, its character consistent with those found in rural Devon.

Views and perceptual qualities


There are long views from some of the more elevated points of the landscape, although the high levels
of tree cover can often obscure these.



The Character Area retains a rural feel, despite its location amongst extensive city development.



There are visual links with Estover and Eggbuckland, as well as providing a southerly setting to
Derriford Hospital. The chimney at Derriford is prominent feature across the landscape (and beyond).
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Landscape evaluation
Valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
Designated features and attributes
Biodiversity/geodiversity

LNR, Ancient Woodland





Bircham Valley Local Nature Reserve
covers 22.8ha (17.4% of the Character
Area).
Ancient Woodland at Bircham Wood
covers 1.6ha. (1.2%)

Cultural heritage

Scheduled Monument



Bowden Battery Scheduled Monument
covers 7.2ha (5.5%)

Recreation

Long distance footpath



Plymouth Cross City Link crosses the
north and east of the CA.

Summary of valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
The following provides a summary of the key landscape sensitivities to development within this Character
Area:


The valued semi-natural habitats contained within Bircham Valley Local Nature Reserve, including
riparian habitats, woodland and species-rich grassland.



The nationally important Scheduled Monument of Bowden Battery located in the south of the
Character Area.



The rural and undeveloped character of Bircham Valley within the city which is valued as a
naturalistic escape and place for informal recreation.



The visual prominence of the landscape from the south, including from Eggbuckland.

Guidance for managing change
Guidance and opportunities to consider within this Character Area are as follows:


Conserve and manage the site’s valued semi-natural habitats, including woodland and species-rich
grassland, in line with the Bircham Valley LNR Management Plan (August 2009).



Ensure development respects the scale of the landform and the existing landscape features.



Utilise dips in the land and existing woodland cover to effectively screen any new development.



Protect the setting and integrity of nationally important heritage features, such as Bowden Battery.



Pursue opportunities to extend habitats, including as part of a Green Infrastructure network, utilising
native, climate-resilient species wherever possible. Any new woodland planting should be of locally
prevalent species, such as ash, oak and beech.



Sustain the valued recreational uses of the Bircham Valley, pursing further opportunities for access
such as through the creation of new links to the Plymouth Cross City Link trail.
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Landscape sensitivity assessment
Criteria evaluation (*please refer to the criteria definitions set out in Table 3.1 – Chapter 3*)
Criteria

Description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

7A – The Bircham Valley is steep sided and narrow,
running across the northern and eastern edges of the
Character Area.
7D – Gently sloping topography, with the south facing
aspect of the land prominent in views from the south
of the Character Area.

Scale (landform and component landscape
features)

7A – The enclosed landform and high level of tree
cover in the Bircham Valley results in a small scale,
enclosed landscape.
7D – The fields of the urban fringe farmland are more
open and larger scale, although features such as
occasional hedgerow trees offer a human scale to the
landscape.

Landscape pattern and complexity (including
sense of time-depth)

7A – Primarily wooded landscape, with tree cover
creating a pattern of varied textures and colours. The
woodland is interspersed by areas of species rich
grassland. Blunts Lane is a traditional Devon sunken
lane providing time depth to the landscape.
7D – The landscape pattern of the fields is more
homogenous that that of the valley. There is evidence
of past land use for defensive purposes with Bowden
Battery Scheduled Monument located in the south.

Perceptual qualities

7A – Bircham Valley retains a very rural character
with semi-natural woodland and very narrow sunken
lanes, despite its location close to urban development.
7D – The urban fringe farmland is more influenced by
adjoining development than that of the more hidden
Bircham Valley, although its traditional land uses
convey a rural character to the landscape itself.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual prominence

The skylines of the Character Area itself are not
particularly prominent, with the chimney of the
Derriford Hospital on elevated land above being the
dominating skyline feature within the wider
landscape. However, the sloping fields within 7D are
strongly overlooked from the south.

Visual sensitivities and intervisibility

High levels of intervisibility between the farmland
within 7D and development at Eggbuckland and
Crownhill. The Bircham Valley is more visually
contained and enclosed.
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CA 12: Forder Wooded Valley and Efford Marsh

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location within Plymouth
This Character Area falls within Character Type 7A: Wooded Valleys.
This Character Area is located in the east of Plymouth and is found between the settlements of
Eggbuckland, Efford and Leigham. The main valley runs in a north-south direction although there are
branches to the east and west.
To the north, the Character Area is adjacent to CA 11: Derriford Farmland and Bircham Wooded
Valley whilst to the east, it adjoins CA 10: Plymbridge Wooded Valley. Its southern edge immediately
overlooks CA 28 Plym Estuary/Laira and is intervisible with the Saltram Estate on the other side of
the estuary (CA 14). The woodlands form important recreational areas and access is provided via the
Plymouth Cross City Link and the Cooperative Way. The valley also forms a naturalistic edge and
setting to nearby settlements.
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Landscape character description
Key characteristics
Topography, geology and drainage


Steep sided, flat bottomed Forder Valley with Efford rising steeply to the north of the Laira.



Upper Devonian mudstone and siltstone bedrock geology. The Efford Marsh area is overlain by grey silt
alluvium deposits originating from the estuary.



A stream runs along the valley through the wetlands at Efford Marsh and joins the Plym River.

Woodland cover


Dense broadleaved native woodland cover along the valley sides of Forder Valley which is composed of
alder, ash, oak and beech.



There is also dense broadleaved woodland on the slopes surrounding Efford Fort.

Land use and field patterns


The area is primarily used for nature conservation purposes and informal recreation. This landscape
also acts as a transport corridor, cut by the A38 and B3413 cutting through.



The remnant field pattern around Efford Fort is small scale and irregular, although many of the former
fields are now wooded.

Semi-natural habitats


The extensive woodland cover supports a rich diversity of animal and plant species, including the
Plymouth Pear.



In addition to the woodland, there are pockets of species rich semi-improved grassland, scrub and
wildflower meadows.



Valuable and species rich wetland habitats including ponds, streams, marsh, reed beds and wet
woodland.

Archaeology and cultural heritage


Historical importance as a defensive location looking over the Laira. The Scheduled Monuments of
Laira Battery and Efford Fort (Palmerston Forts built in the 1860s) are indicative of this past land use.



Parts of the Forder Valley hillside used to be quarried for slate.

Settlement, road pattern and rights of way


The valley is mostly surrounded by dense urban development, although there are very few dwellings
within the Character Area boundary.



Coloured waymarked trails and the Co-operative Way run through the Character Area, providing valued
recreational links to surrounding communities.



Several major roads cross along the valley bottoms, including the A38 and the B3413.

Views and perceptual qualities


Views are relatively enclosed within the valley due to topography and high levels of woodland cover.



From Efford Marsh views are more open where the topography is less restrictive, reaching over the
Laira (CA 28) and to Dartmoor, Cattedown, Mount Edgcumbe, Saltram and Rame Head within the
Cornwall AONB.



Within the woodlands there is a sense of peace and tranquillity including the frequent sound of
birdsong, detracted from by traffic noise from the major roads running along the valley bottom.
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Landscape evaluation
Valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
Designated features and attributes
Biodiversity/geodiversity

Local Nature Reserves



Local Nature Reserves at Efford Marsh
and Forder Valley cover 55.7ha (53.2%
of the Character Area).

Cultural heritage

Scheduled Monuments



Three Scheduled Monuments cover a
total of 8.1ha (7.8%).

Recreation

Long distance footpaths



The landscape is crossed by both the Cooperative Way and the Plymouth Cross
City Link.

Summary of valued landscape attributes/sensitive features


The valued semi-natural habitats at Forder Valley and Efford Marsh Local Nature Reserves including
semi-natural broadleaved and wet woodland.



Nationally significant historic defence structure of Efford Fort and the visual prominence of the hill
upon which the monument sits.



The role of the landscape provides as part of the wider landscape and seascape setting of the eastern
gateway into Plymouth; highly visible from the A38 and main railway line.



Intervisibility with the Grade II* Registered Park and Garden of Saltram Estate on the opposite banks
of the Laira.



The undeveloped and naturalistic qualities of the landscape, with contrasting levels of tranquillity in
an urban context.

Guidance for managing change
Guidance and opportunities to consider within this Character Area are as follows:


Conserve and enhance the valued semi-natural habitats at Efford Marsh and Forder Valley Local
Nature Reserves, in line with the relevant Management Plans (Efford Marsh Management Plan,
February 2014 and Forder Valley Management Plan, August 2009).



Pursue opportunities to extend habitats, including as part of a Green Infrastructure network, such as
woodlands, semi-natural grasslands and wetlands.



Avoid siting development in prominent locations such as the slopes of the hill in the south of the
Character Area and the upper slopes of the valley.



Pursue further opportunities to enhance access and enjoyment opportunities, including further links
to the Co-operative Way and waymarked routes already present.



Protect the setting and integrity of the Efford Fort Scheduled Monument and the views to and from
the Grade II* Saltram Estate.



Ensure development respects the scale of the landform and its existing landscape features.



Use existing woodland to help screen and integrate development into its landscape setting.



Strengthen the landscape’s distinctive wooded ridgelines through planting and re-stocking, using
locally prevalent species such as alder, ash, oak and beech.
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Landscape sensitivity assessment
Criteria evaluation (*please refer to the criteria definitions set out in Table 3.1 – Chapter 3*)
Criteria

Description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

Wide, sloping valley landform to the north which
opens out to the south around Efford Marsh. The hill
upon which Efford Fort is built is very prominent
within the landscape, forming part of the setting of
the Laira.

Scale (landform and component landscape
features)

Wide valley and relatively large scale landform,
although the high level of tree cover results in
frequent human scale features.

Landscape pattern and complexity (including
sense of time-depth)

Efford Fort is a nationally important defensive
monument overlooking the Laira and illustrates the
past strategic importance of the landscape and city
more widely. Landcover is mostly woodland with some
areas of semi-natural and improved grassland around
Efford Marsh.

Perceptual qualities

The landscape creates a green edge to the Plym and
has strong visual connections with the river as part of
its wider landscape setting. It also provides part of
the backdrop to the road and rail routes entering
Plymouth from the east, as well as a green buffer
between housing at Efford and the A38.
The landscape provides a naturalistic haven with
recreational importance to local urban communities.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual prominence

The hill at Efford Fort is prominent from the wider
landscape to the east of Plymouth, including from the
A38 and the main railway line. Woodland on the hill
and on the upper valley slopes creates a heavily
wooded skyline, contrasting with dense development
surrounding the area.

Visual sensitivities and intervisibility

There are visual connections with housing at Mount
Gould and Prince Rock, and across the Laira (CA 28)
to Oreston and the designed wooded parkland of the
Saltram Estate (CA 14).
There are also distant views to the protected
landscapes of Dartmoor National Park to the north
and Rame Head in Cornwall AONB to the south-west.
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CA 13: Boringdon Park Farmland

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location within Plymouth
All of this Character Area is defined as Character Type 3A: Upper Farmed and Wooded
Valley Slopes, and continues beyond further into South Hams.
This Character Area is located to the north of Plympton and is an expanse of open land sloping up
above the settlement and continuing into South Hams District. To the west, it is adjoined by CA 10
Plymbridge Wooded Valley. Large parts of the area are covered by golf courses, providing a
recreational resource to the local population although access to the landscape via public footpaths is
limited. The ridge rising up to the north of Plympton contains and forms a rural backdrop to the
settlement, with long views afforded as a result of the land’s elevation.

Plymouth and Plymouth Urban Fringe Landscape and
Seascape Assessment

83

October 2016

Landscape character description
Key characteristics
Topography, geology and drainage


Upper reaches of the Plym Valley which rises up from Plymbridge Woods to a maximum height of 111m
AOD, forming a prominent ridgeline.



Bedrock geology consists of Upper Devonian mudstone, siltstone and slate.



Minor springs and tributaries originate on the higher ground and flow down towards surrounding
valleys.

Woodland cover


Woodland cover on the open ridgeline is generally sparse – limited to recent planting associated with
the golf courses.



Ancient semi-natural woodland is found at Binicliff Wood. Some large specimen trees are located in the
area around Boringdon Hall.



There is dense broadleaved woodland and plantation screening the china clay works in the south west
of the Character Area.

Land use and field patterns


Golf courses relating to Boringdon Park Golf Club cover significant parts of the landscape.



The other main landcover is farmland, with large rectilinear fields under arable and improved grassland.
These fields are separated by dense hedges.

Semi-natural habitats


Some semi-improved grassland habitat is located adjacent to areas of woodland in the east of the
character area.



Thick hedges support a variety of birdlife including linnet, bullfinch and song thrush.

Archaeology and cultural heritage


An 18th century Triumphal Arch is located in a prominent position in the west of the landscape. The
arch is a Scheduled Monument and a Grade II* Listed Building.



Boringdon Hall is a Grade I Listed Building dating back to the 16th Century. The manor house is now
used as a hotel.

Settlement, road pattern and rights of way


Sparse settlement; Boringdon Hall and its associated outbuildings are the main dwellings in the
landscape.



Roads are limited to minor rural routes providing access to Boringdon and the golf courses.

Views and perceptual qualities


The Character Area is strongly intervisible with the adjacent Plym Valley (CA 10). It also overlooks and
provides a key ridgeline setting to Plympton.



An open landscape with long views over towards the Laira and Cattewater (CA 28) and to
central/southern Plymouth and Plymouth Sound (CAs 29 and 30) beyond. There are also views to the
southern edges of Dartmoor.



Staddon Heights (CA 17), Plymouth breakwater and Rame Head – the latter within the Cornwall AONB
– are also visible in the distance.



A rural landscape with an amenity, human influenced feel as a result of the extensive golfing facilities.
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Landscape evaluation
Valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
Designated features and attributes
Biodiversity/geodiversity

CWS, Ancient Woodland




Cultural heritage

Listed Buildings, Scheduled
Monument




Three CWSs are partially within the
Character Area and cover 1.8ha (0.8% of
the CA).
Ancient Woodland covers 1.8ha (0.8%).
There are six Listed Buildings in the
Character Area.
Part of the Boringdon Park Scheduled
Monument covers 0.6ha (0.2% of the
CA).

Summary of valued landscape attributes/sensitive features


Historic features within the landscape including the Grade I Boringdon Hall and the nationally
designated Triumphal Arch.



Long, open views to the city and its seascape setting, including the Laira and Cattewater (CA 28),
central and southern Plymouth, Plymouth Sound (CAs 29 and 30) and beyond.



Intervisibility between the Character Area and Dartmoor National Park/Cornwall AONB.



The role of the landscape as a rural, undeveloped ridgeline backdrop to Plympton.



The tracts of ancient woodland and semi-natural broadleaved woodland and grassland – valued in an
intensive agricultural and amenity landscape.

Guidance for managing change
Guidance and opportunities to consider within this Character Area are as follows:


Protect the setting and historical integrity of Boringdon Hall and its surrounding grounds, as well as
the Triumphal Arch.



Conserve and protect the integrity of the landscape’s valued semi-natural habitats, including ancient
woodland and dense hedgerows which support a variety of birdlife.



Pursue opportunities to extend habitats, including as part of a Green Infrastructure network, utilising
native, climate-resilient species wherever possible (e.g. strengthening links between hedgerows,
trees and woodlands).



Avoid siting development on the most prominent slopes and ridgeline which form a rural backdrop
and sense of containment to Plympton.



Protect the open, uninterrupted views across central and southern Plymouth and the city’s seascape
setting, including the Laira and Cattewater (CA 28), Plymouth Sound (CAs 29 and 30) and glimpses
of Rame Head within the Cornwall AONB.



Protect current levels of intervisibility between the landscape and Dartmoor National Park, and
consider the special qualities of the protected landscape in any proposals.



Utilise dips in topography and existing tree cover to effectively screen any new development or land
uses.
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Landscape sensitivity assessment
Criteria evaluation (*please refer to the criteria definitions set out in Table 3.1 – Chapter 3*)
Criteria

Description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

Elevated land sloping up steadily to the north of
Plympton to form a strong ridgeline.

Scale (landform and component landscape
features)

Large scale and open landscape, with few scattered
trees and buildings on the higher land where the golf
courses are located.

Landscape pattern and complexity (including
sense of time-depth)

Mostly uniform landcover with golf courses and large
agricultural fields, although there is localised tree
cover surrounding Boringdon Hall and in the western
edges of the landscape adjacent to Plym Valley
Woods.
Boringdon Hall and the surrounding grounds date back
to the 16th century, creating a sense of time depth.

Perceptual qualities

Open and exposed on the higher land, due to limited
tree cover and lack of development. Greater
enclosure is afforded in the west where the land is
lower lying and there is more tree cover. Human uses
and landscape modifications are associated with the
golf courses which cover a large proportion of the
landscape.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual prominence

The landscape forms a key undeveloped ridgeline that
provides a rural backdrop and sense of containment to
Plympton.
The ridgeline has high levels of intervisibility with the
Hardwick Wood ridgeline to the south (within CA 14).

Visual sensitivities and intervisibility

The Character Area is strongly intervisible with the
adjacent Plym Valley (CA 10).
Its elevated nature also affords long views towards
the Laira and Cattewater (CA 28), central and
southern Plymouth and Plymouth Sound (CAs 29 and
30) beyond. Staddon Heights, Plymouth breakwater
and Rame Head – within the Cornwall AONB – are also
visible in the distance. There are also views to
Dartmoor National Park.
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CA 14: Saltram Park and Hardwick Wood

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location within Plymouth
All of this Character Area is defined as Character Type 7B: Designed Parkland/Wooded
Amenity Grasslands.
This Character Area is found immediately to the south of Plympton, lying immediately adjacent to CA
28 Plym Estuary/Laira to the west and CA 15 South Plympton Farmed Fringes to the south and east.
The historic estate is a highly valued and popular area for recreation, with numerous footpaths
providing access including the West Devon Way, which has views over the Laira. The area is also
valued for its historical importance and the woodland and grassland habitats are important for
wildlife.
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Landscape character description
Key landscape characteristics
Topography, geology and drainage


Low lying, gently undulating land sloping down towards the Plym Estuary from a maximum height of
114m AOD at Hardwick Wood.



Upper Devonian mudstone and siltstone bedrock geology overlain by alluvium deposits from the
estuary.



Minor springs and tributaries are associated with the woodlands.

Woodland cover


Significant broadleaved estate woodland cover, particularly Saltram Wood along the estuary and
ancient woodland at Hardwick Wood overlooking the estate.



Wood pasture with frequent specimen trees is found throughout the grounds of the estate.

Land use and field patterns


Most of the land cover is designed estate parkland managed by the National Trust, along with areas of
broadleaved woodland comprised of sweet chestnut, oak, lime and beech.



The fields within the estate are fairly small and regular in shape and are bounded by fences.

Semi-natural habitats


The parkland and broadleaved woodlands are designated a County Wildlife Site with habitats including
saltmarsh, grassland and veteran trees.



Lesser and Greater horseshoe bats are present in this area.

Archaeology and cultural heritage


Saltram House is a Grade I listed mansion originating from Georgian times and home of the Earls of
Morley. The house is now managed by the National Trust as a tourist attraction.



The surrounding estate grounds are a Grade II* listed Registered Park and Garden, owned by the
National Trust and managed as a Countryside Park.

Settlement, road pattern and rights of way


Settlement consists of Saltram House and its associated outbuildings.



The A38 dual carriageway crosses this area to the east of Saltram House. Roads are otherwise limited
to private roads providing access to the estate.



The landscape is crossed by various rights of way and informal paths, including National Cycle Route 2
and The Ride (part of the South West Coast Path), running through Saltram Woods alongside the Plym.

Views and perceptual qualities


Generally a tranquil landscape with a strong historic sense of place, despite its close proximity to urban
development. Traffic noise from the A38 can detract from this.



The landscape forms a key part of the city’s landscape and seascape setting – viewed by road and rail
passengers as part of the ‘eastern gateway’ into the city. It is also overlooked by Efford, Underwood
and Crabtree.



The dynamic nature of the Plym Estuary (CA 28) can influence the perceptual qualities of the
landscape.



The prominent ridgeline of Hardwick Wood and its nearby telecoms masts are visible throughout the
wider landscape and form a key part of the setting to the historic core of Plympton.
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Landscape evaluation
Valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
Designated features and attributes
Biodiversity/geodiversity

CWS, Ancient Woodland




Three County Wildlife Sites cover
148.2ha (79.6% of the Character Area).
Ancient Woodland covers 31.5ha
(16.9%).

Cultural heritage

Listed Buildings,
Registered Park and
Garden




There are 14 Listed Buildings in the CA.
Saltram House Registered Park and
Garden covers 171.4ha (92.1%).

Recreation

National Trust, Long
distance footpath, Cycle
route.



National Trust Land covers 145.2ha
(78% of the CA).
The South West Coast Path runs along
the shore of the Plym.
National Cycle Route 27 also crosses this
CA.




Summary of valued landscape attributes/sensitive features


The historic estate landscape character, much of which is listed as a Grade II* Registered Park and
Garden around the Grade I Saltram House.



Strongly rural landscape on the doorstep of the city – a means of escape for many, providing valued
recreational opportunities.



The role of the area as part of the landscape and seascape setting to the eastern ‘gateway’ into and
out of the city.



Valued range of habitats within the Saltram Estate and Hardwick Wood County Wildlife Site (including
ancient woodland), collectively covering most of the Character Area.



The setting the landscape provides to the settlements of Efford, Crabtree and Underwood.



The strong visual prominence of the Hardwick Woods ridgeline – forming a key rural backdrop to
Underwood, Plympton and as part of the wider setting of Saltram.

Guidance for managing change
Guidance and opportunities to consider within this Character Area are as follows:


Any future development should protect the setting and integrity of the Grade I listed Saltram House
and surrounding Grade II* parkland.



Ensure development does not detract from the landscape’s role as part of the wider
landscape/seascape setting to eastern Plymouth, the Laira (CA 28) and main transport corridors.



Use existing woodland to help screen development and integrate it into its landscape setting.



Ensure development does not result in the damage or fragmentation of valued semi-natural habitats,
including saltmarsh, broadleaved woodlands and specimen trees.



Pursue opportunities to extend habitats as part of a Green Infrastructure network, utilising native,
climate-resilient species wherever possible.
Avoid locating any future development on the most prominent ridgeline locations, particularly in the
north east of the Character Area (particularly Hardwick Wood and Amados Hill).



Pursue further opportunities for access and enjoyment of the landscape, including links to and from
the estate from surrounding communities.



Support the Vision and Aims of the Saltram Countryside Park Masterplan (2011).
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Landscape sensitivity assessment
Criteria evaluation (*please refer to the criteria definitions set out in Table 3.1 – Chapter 3*)
Criteria

Description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

Low lying, gently undulating land sloping down
towards the Plym Estuary from a maximum height of
114m AOD at Hardwick Wood. The elevated ridgeline
upon which Hardwick Wood is located is prominent
from across Plympton and further afield.

Scale (landform and component landscape
features)

Large scale landform, although there a frequent
features which give the landscape a human scale,
particularly specimen trees and the estate buildings
and fences.

Landscape pattern and complexity (including
sense of time-depth)

A valued estate landscape, with frequent historic
landscape features. The majority of this Character
Area is contained within the Saltram Grade II*
Registered Park and Garden.

Perceptual qualities

Forms a natural and historic edge to the River Plym
(CA 28), which contrasts markedly with the urban
development on the other side of the river.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual prominence

Hardwick Wood is elevated and forms a prominent
wooded ridgeline and setting above Plympton St
Maurice, with the telecommunications masts visible on
the skyline from much of the surrounding area and
further afield.
Although low-lying, the western edge of the landscape
slopes gently towards the Plym, and also features in
views from across the Laira (CA 28 and CA 12).

Visual sensitivities and intervisibility

Hardwick Wood is visible across Plympton and from
Boringdon Park to the north. It forms a backdrop and
key part of the setting to the historic core and
Conservation Area of Plympton St Maurice.
The parkland adjacent to the River Plym forms a key
part of its seascape setting.
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CA 15: South Plympton Farmed Fringes

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location within Plymouth
All of this Character Area falls within 3E Lowland Plains, forming an extension of the wider
Character Type within South Hams.
This Character Area is located immediately to the south of Plympton and the north of Plymstock.
The Saltram Estate and Hardwick Wood (CA 14) is located to the north west. At Chelson Meadow the
Character Area abuts CA 28 Plym Estuary/Laira. The farmland forms a rural edge and buffer
between Plympton and Plymstock. Views to and from the landscape are varied due to the undulating
topography. Access to the landscape is limited, however the West Devon Way runs alongside the
Laira.
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Landscape character description
Key landscape characteristics
Topography, geology and drainage


Gently undulating low-lying land, sloping down towards the River Plym in the west. Elevation is
between 15 and 90 metres AOD.



The land is drained by minor streams and there are areas of standing water in old quarries.



Underlain by Devonian mudstone and limestone, which had been extensively quarried in the west of
the landscape.

Woodland cover


Frequent woodland cover, including ancient semi-natural broadleaved woodland, plantation woodland
and screening around quarries.



Mature trees are commonly found along hedgerows.

Land use and field patterns


Chelson Meadow is former landfill site that has been reclaimed and restored to semi-natural grassland
following its closure in 2008.



Quarrying has had a significant influence in the west of the area. Vineries and nurseries are
characteristic features in the south east of the Character Area.



Irregular, medium scale fields are used for a mixture of pastoral and arable farming and are contained
by hedgerows.

Semi-natural habitats


Valued semi-natural woodland habitat and neutral grassland supports a number of species including
bluebell, slow worm and cinnabar.



Wildflower meadows are found on the restored Chelson Meadow site.



A particularly species rich field at Billacombe is designated as a SSSI and supports a population of the
nationally rare field eryngo in addition to yellow oat-grass, bent and red fescue.

Archaeology and cultural heritage


A small area of woodland at Pomphlett Plantation is part of the Grade II* listed Saltram Estate.



Several of the farm buildings are listed, including the Dovecote at Hardwick Farm which is Grade II*.



The northern part of the Character Area forms a rural setting to the Plympton St Maurice Conservation
Area, which includes the Scheduled Monument of Plympton Castle which dates from early Norman
times.

Settlement, road pattern and rights of way


Settlement is sparse and primarily consists of isolated farms. There is dense urban development to the
north (Plympton) and south (Plymstock) of the Character Area.



The A38 dual carriageway runs through the north of the area, introducing noise and movement to the
landscape. Some of the more minor rural roads, such as Haye Road, are also popular with commuters
travelling to and from the city.



Few rights of way; the banks of the Plym by Chelson Meadow are crossed by a short length of the
South West Coast Path/National Cycle Route 27.

Views and perceptual qualities


Views are funnelled down the Plym towards Cornwall in the distance and also take in Staddon Heights
(CA 17), Hooe and Jennyscombe Wood (CA 19).



Although rural land uses prevail, there is a sense of proximity to urban development owing to the
sound and movement of traffic passing through the landscape.
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Landscape evaluation
Valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
Designated features and attributes
Biodiversity/geodiversity

SSSI, County Wildlife Site




Cultural heritage

Listed Buildings, Scheduled
Monument




Recreation

Long distance footpath



Billacombe SSSI covers 2ha (0.4% of the
CA).
Three County Wildlife Sites cover 19.1ha
(8.8% of the CA).
There are three Listed Buildings in the
CA.
There is one Scheduled Monument
partially within the CA which covers
26.9ha (12.5% of the CA).
Near Chelson Meadow the CA is crossed
by the South West Coast Path/National
Cycle Route 27.

Summary of valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
The following provides a summary of the key landscape sensitivities to development within this Character
Area:


The function of the landscape as a rural separation between Plympton and Plymstock, comprising an
extension of South Hams countryside into the fringes of the city.



The role of the elevated land in the north of the Character Area as a backdrop to the historic core of
Plympton St Maurice (a Conservation Area), including the nationally designated Plympton Castle.



Valued semi-natural habitats, including species-rich grassland at Billacombe SSSI.



The wider setting the landscape provides to the Grade II* Registered Park and Garden of Saltram (CA
14), immediately adjacent to the north-west.

Guidance for managing change
Guidance and opportunities to consider within this Character Area are as follows:


Support the Vision and Aims of the Saltram Countryside Park Masterplan (2011).



Protect the wider setting of the historic Saltram Estate in CA 14 and the Plympton St Maurice
Conservation Area, including the nationally important Plympton Castle.



Conserve and enhance valued semi-natural grassland and woodland habitats, protecting their
integrity – including the nationally important Billacombe SSSI.



Pursue opportunities to extend and link habitats, including as part of a Green Infrastructure network,
utilising native, climate-resilient species wherever possible.



Utilise dips in the land and existing tree cover to effectively screen new development.



Explore future opportunities to use former quarry areas as brownfield sites for new development or
land uses.



Create further opportunities, including through new development, for access and enjoyment of the
landscape including creating new links to the South West Coast Path and National Cycle Route 27.
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Landscape sensitivity assessment
Criteria evaluation (*please refer to the criteria definitions set out in Table 3.1 – Chapter 3*)
Criteria

Description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

Gently undulating topography which slopes down
towards the River Plym. The reclaimed landfill site of
Chelson Meadow forms a prominent mound by the
Laira.

Scale (landform and component landscape
features)

A fairly large scale rolling landform overlain by
medium scale fields are contained by thick hedgerows
with frequent trees.

Landscape pattern and complexity (including
sense of time-depth)

Varied landscape pattern resulting from a mixture of
past and present land uses. There are numerous
former quarries concentrated in the south and west of
the Character Area.
A historic estate character is evident in some places
in close proximity to the Saltram Estate (CA 14); the
wooded ridgeline of Pomphlett Plantation is part of
the Registered Park and Garden.

Perceptual qualities

Rural and lightly settled, although this perception is
impacted in some localised areas by busy roads,
former quarry workings and nearby development.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual prominence

Skylines are generally not prominent due to overall
low levels of elevation and the landscape’s gently
rolling topography. However, the mounded form of
Chelson Meadow on the banks of the Plym, and
elevated summit of Drunken Bridge Hill (95m AOD)
are recognisable landform features in views. The
latter forms part of a wider wooded skyline to the
historic core of Plympton-St-Maurice.

Visual sensitivities and intervisibility

The Character Area is overlooked by the settlements
of Billacombe, Pomphlett and Elburton, and also
Efford and Mount Gould from the west.
In the west of the area, there are funnelled views
down the Plym (CA 28) towards Cornwall, including
the Rame Head section of the AONB.
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CA 16: Staddiscombe Farmland Fringe

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location within Plymouth
The Plymouth section of the Character Area is within Character Type 3E: Lowland Plains.
The remainder within South Hams falls within a continuation of 3E at lower elevations, 3G
River Slopes and Combes, and 1B Open Coastal Plateau at higher elevations.
This Character Area is located to the south east of Plymstock, encompassing a small area of land
around Albertville. The Character Area extends beyond the city limits into South Hams, covering
elevated farmland forming a strong rural edge and backdrop overlooking Plymstock and Elburton.
Access to the landscape is provided by public footpaths, and from elevated areas there are views
over the wider South Hams landscape.
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Landscape character description
Key characteristics
Topography, geology and drainage


Elevated and rolling land, divided by steep stream valleys. The land rises to 109 metres at Ridge Cross.



Typical geology of Middle Devonian sandstone and mudstone.



The landscape is drained by small streams which flow southwards towards Cofflete Creek.

Woodland/tree cover


Semi-natural broadleaved woodland is concentrated along the stream valley slopes. Much of Combe
Wood is classified as ancient woodland.



An area of scrubby, coppiced woodland is found to the north of Halwell.



Large, mature trees are a prominent feature in some of the field boundary hedgerows.

Land use and field patterns


Most of the land used for farming, with a mixture of arable and pastoral land.



Varying field patterns and scales, divided by hedgerows with some mature trees.

Semi-natural habitats


Stream corridors, semi-natural woodlands and a network of Devon hedgebanks form valued habitats in
the often intensively farmed landscape.

Archaeology and cultural heritage


There are some Grade II Listed Buildings clustered around Coombe Farm in the central part of the
Character Area.



In the eastern half of the area, much of the farmland is medieval in origin with enclosures based on
medieval strip fields and Barton fields.

Settlement and road pattern


Sparse settlement within the Character Area, with scattered hamlets and farm houses. Plymstock is
immediately adjacent to the north, with Elburton to the north-east.



The transport pattern is generally minor rural roads, although some can be busy with traffic to and
from the coast, e.g. Wembury Road. The A379 forms the north east boundary of the Character Area



Short lengths of footpaths cross through the fields, including a section linking Plymstock with a
cemetery in the Character Area.

Views and perceptual qualities


Strongly rural, agricultural character – particularly contrasting with the adjacent dense housing
development of the south-eastern city fringes.



The south west of the Character Area is contained within the South Devon AONB, while the remainder
forms an immediate northern setting to the protected landscape.



The rolling topography and tree cover can restrict views in places, although open, elevated areas afford
views across the South Hams countryside and Plymstock.



The north of this Character Area forms a prominent rural backdrop to Plymstock and Elburton.

Plymouth and Plymouth Urban Fringe Landscape and
Seascape Assessment

96

October 2016

Landscape evaluation
Valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
Designated features and attributes
Landscape

AONB



South Devon AONB covers 11.2ha (5.3%
of the Character Area).

Biodiversity/geodiversity

Ancient Woodland



Ancient Woodland at Halwell Wood
covers 6.4ha (3.1%).

Cultural heritage

Listed Buildings



There are three Listed Buildings.

Summary of valued landscape attributes/sensitive features


The role of the landscape as an elevated rural backdrop to Elburton and Plymstock.



Its function as part of an immediate setting to the South Devon AONB to the south.



Valued hedgerow networks connecting to patches of semi-natural ancient woodland and stream
corridors



Long views from more open areas across Plymstock towards Dartmoor National Park to the north and
over the wider South Hams landscape to the south.

Guidance for managing change
Guidance and opportunities to consider within this Character Area are as follows:


Conserve, appropriately manage and protect the integrity of the landscape’s important wildlife
corridors, including the tracts of semi-natural (some ancient) woodland and streams.



Pursue opportunities to strengthen the hedgerow links between areas of woodland and semi-natural
habitat, using locally prevalent species and traditional styles of hedgebank construction.



Protect the setting of the South Devon AONB immediately adjacent to the south, including its special
qualities of iconic wide, unspoilt and expansive panoramic views, and rural, rolling patchwork
landscape character.



Avoid siting development in the most open, elevated locations where it could obscure valued views
(and could therefore itself be prominent in views).



Protect the Character Area’s long views north over Plymstock and towards Dartmoor National Park.



Protect the landscape’s role as a rural backdrop to Plymstock and Elburton.
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Landscape sensitivity assessment
Criteria evaluation (*please refer to the criteria definitions set out in Table 3.1 – Chapter 3*)
Criteria

Description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

Elevated and rolling topography, with steep stream
valleys carved into the land, particularly in the east of
the Character Area (within Character Type 3G).

Scale (landform and component landscape
features)

Varied landform scale, with rolling medium scale
farmland incised by intimate wooded valleys of a
smaller scale.

Landscape pattern and complexity (including
sense of time-depth)

A mixture of arable and pastoral farmland in fields of
differing shapes and sizes gives the land a
‘patchwork’ pattern.
The dense tree cover in the wooded valleys results in
a varied landscape textures and colours which change
over the course of the year.

Perceptual qualities

This landscape retains its traditional rural and tranquil
qualities despite nearby urban development, although
the presence of playing fields results in a humaninfluenced feel in some localised areas.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual prominence

The landscape forms a rural backdrop rising up to the
south of Elburton and Plymstock and tree cover on
the northern slope creates a wooded skyline. It also
forms a northern edge to the South Devon AONB.

Visual sensitivities and intervisibility

The varied topography and tree cover can restrict
views in places, although the elevation of the land
means that views are extensive where the landscape
is more open. These include views south over the
South Devon AONB and north over Plymstock,
including longer distance views to Dartmoor National
Park.
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CA 17: Staddon Heights Coastal Farmland

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location within Plymouth
All of the Character Area falls within Character Type 1B: Open Coastal Plateaux.
This Character Area comprises elevated farmland located to the south of Plymstock, lying
immediately east of CA 18 Jennycliff and Rams Cliff. Staddon Heights’ 19th century defences form
prominent features from much of the surrounding area and there are impressive panoramic views
across Plymouth and The Sound. This landscape offers numerous recreational opportunities with a
golf course and footpaths including the Erme-Plym trail. The southern part of the Character Area is
nationally designated as part of the South Devon AONB.
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Landscape character description
Key landscape characteristics
Topography, geology and drainage


Open coastal plateau, rising to 125m AOD at Staddon Fort. The land starts to slope downwards in the
north of the Character Area towards the settlement of Hooe.



Underlying mudstone and sandstone bedrock geology and Devonian slate.

Woodland cover


Generally sparse tree cover owing to exposure and elevation, excepting some trees and scrub found on
sloping land to the north of Staddon Fort.



Individual pine trees are interspersed throughout the Staddon Heights golf course, forming locally
distinctive landscape features.



Most of the field boundary trees are stunted and wind sculpted by the exposed conditions.

Land use and field patterns


Staddon Heights Golf Course is located in the west of the landscape and is elevated and prominent.



A mixture of arable and pastoral land arranged in medium scale fields. Horse paddocks are frequent
nearer to Staddiscombe.



Field boundaries generally consist of low hedges with occasional trees and fencing in some areas.

Semi-natural habitats


Semi-natural habitats include broadleaved woodland, scrub and semi-improved grassland which
support numerous species including skylark, badger, viviparous lizard and bluebell.



Bovisand County Wildlife Site is partially contained within the south of the area, valued for its coastal
grassland and scrub habitats.

Archaeology and cultural heritage


A historically significant defensive location which is evidenced by Staddon Heights Defence Complex
including Brownhill Battery built in 1869 (all of which is designated as a Scheduled Monument).

Settlement, road pattern and rights of way


The landscape is bounded to the north by the southern fringes of Turnchapel and Hooe.



Settlement is sparse and primarily consists of isolated farms and buildings associated with Staddon
Heights Golf Course.



Roads are limited to minor rural routes providing access to farms and to the coast at Jennycliff.



The Erme-Plym Trail passes through the Character Area to the east, linking Plymouth to the north with
the wider South Hams countryside to the south. Elsewhere, public access beyond the roads is limited.

Views and perceptual qualities


Telecommunications masts associated with Staddon Fort form prominent skyline features and are
visible throughout much of the wider landscape and from the city to the north.



The southern part of the Character Area is contained within the South Devon AONB.



Long panoramic views afforded by the height of the land, to Dartmoor National Park, over the city of
Plymouth, and across Plymouth Sound to Cornwall AONB. Views north-west are also afforded to the
Tamar Valley AONB.
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Landscape evaluation
Valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
Designated features and attributes
Landscape

AONB



South Devon AONB covers 104.2ha (48%
of the Character Area).

Biodiversity/geodiversity

CWS



Three CWS cover 19.1ha (8.8%).

Cultural heritage

Listed Buildings, Scheduled
Monument




There are three Listed Buildings.
The Scheduled Monument at Staddon
Heights and Brownhill Battery covers
26.9ha (12.5% of the Character Area).

Recreation

Long distance footpath



The Erme Plym trail crosses the east of
the landscape.

Summary of valued landscape attributes/sensitive features


The high visual prominence of the landscape, particularly the Staddon Heights ridgeline, functioning
as a rural backdrop and containment to the city to the north.



Nationally important historic defences and related structures, collectively forming the Staddon
Heights Defences, located in a prominent ridgetop position.



Valued coastal grassland and scrub habitats found at Bovisand County Wildlife Site.



Uninterrupted, often panoramic views across Plymouth Sound (CAs 29 and 30) to the city and
beyond.



The role of the landscape as part of the wider seascape setting of Plymouth Sound and the
western/southern edges of the city.



The role of the Character Area as part of the nationally protected landscape of the South Devon
AONB and its wider setting, with its undeveloped, rural and relatively remote qualities.

Guidance for managing change
Guidance and opportunities to consider within this Character Area are as follows:


Conserve, appropriately manage and seek opportunities to expand and link the semi-natural habitats
found in the area, including coastal grassland and scrub.



Protect the setting and integrity of the Staddon Heights Defences (Scheduled Monument).



Protect the special qualities of the South Devon AONB, including the iconic wide, unspoilt and
expansive panoramic views.



Avoid introducing new planting associated with development, maintaining the plateau’s open
character – instead utilise existing or new Devon hedges (any new lengths should be consistent in
terms of species composition).



Avoid locating any new development or land uses on the most prominent ridgetop locations,
particularly in the north-west of the Character Area (e.g. Staddon Heights).



Utilise dips in the plateau landform to help screen any new development.



Protect the open, undeveloped character of the coastal edge at Jennycliff (CA 18), to maintain the
landscape’s function as a scenic seascape setting to Plymouth Sound and city.
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Landscape sensitivity assessment
Criteria evaluation (*please refer to the criteria definitions set out in Table 3.1 – Chapter 3*)
Criteria

Description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

Elevated, with prominent ridgelines and plateau tops at
Staddon Heights which are widely visible throughout the
wider landscape and from many parts of Plymouth.

Scale (landform and component landscape
features)

Large scale and mostly open, with few scattered trees and
buildings on the higher land. On sheltered sloping land
trees and scrub are more frequent.

Landscape pattern and complexity
(including sense of time-depth)

Generally uniform land cover, with pastoral farmland in the
east and a golf course in the west, interspersed with
hedges and small woods. The nationally important military
relics of Staddon Heights Defences provide imposing
symbols of the area’s defensive past.

Perceptual qualities

Very rural character, open and exposed to sea conditions
on the plateau. The Character Area is influenced by the
coast, particularly in the west, and plays a role in the wider
seascape setting of western and southern Plymouth.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual prominence

Elevated and prominent, particularly at Staddon Heights,
with historic features on the skyline including the
scheduled Staddon Fort and highly visible
telecommunications masts.

Visual sensitivities and intervisibility

The southern part of this Character Area is contained
within the nationally protected landscape of South Devon
AONB.
There are 360 degree panoramic views from the plateau,
across the city, over the Sound and to Dartmoor National
Park to the north-east, Cornwall AONB to the west, and the
Tamar Valley AONB to the north-west.
The Character Area frequently features as an elevated
backdrop to views south from the city, including from
Central Park (CA 01).
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CA 18: Jennycliff and Rams Cliff

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location within Plymouth
All of this Character Area is defined as 4H: Cliffs. This Character Type continues
southwards into South Hams.
This Character Area forms the eastern shoreline of the inner Plymouth Sound (CA 29), and lies to
the south west of the settlements of Plymstock and Hooe. The majority of the landscape is
nationally designated as part of the South Devon AONB.
From the cliffs there are sweeping views of Plymouth South across to Cornwall and over the city of
Plymouth. The landscape is open and exposed and is highly influenced by sea conditions. The South
West Coast Path provides access along the cliffs.
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Landscape character description
Key landscape characteristics
Topography, geology and drainage


Western facing cliff face, sloping down to pebble beaches and bays with numerous rocky outcrops.



Underlying Middle Devonian Slate geology can be seen in the exposed rock of the cliffs, nationally
important as a geological SSSI.

Woodland cover


There are blocks of deciduous woodland cloaking the steep slopes below Staddon Heights.



Isolated, windswept blackthorn and hawthorn trees are found at Jennycliff, with scrub growing along
the slopes.

Land use and field patterns


Largely open cliff faces and cliff tops, some sections used for rough grazing.

Semi-natural habitats


The valued exposed cliff habitat and sandbanks in Jennycliff Bay are included in multiple designations
(SAC, SSSI, County Wildlife Site).



Intertidal habitats are also of note, including a seagrass bed and rocky intertidal communities,
supporting species including crabs, sponges and sea squirts.

Archaeology and cultural heritage


The cliffs have formed a historical vantage point looking over Plymouth Sound – the Fort Bovisand
(dating from 1845) and the Mount Batten Artillery Tower (dating from 1652) Scheduled Monuments are
located in the southern and northern ends of the Character Area respectively.



Disused quarries are located in the south of the area near Leekbed Bay.

Settlement, road pattern and rights of way


The Character Area in the north sits adjacent to Turnchapel. Much of the landscape is unsettled.



The area is bordered by Stamford Lane and Staddon Lane in the east. The South West Coast Path runs
along the length of the cliffs; a popular and accessible section of the National Trail.

Views and perceptual qualities


There are long open views to the west across Plymouth Sound to Drake’s Island and beyond up the
River Tamar.



Most of the Character Area falls within the South Devon Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).



Perceptual qualities of the area are strongly influenced by sea and weather conditions – being
particularly exposed to south-westerly weather (although the breakwater provides some shelter).



The rugged cliffs form a dramatic backdrop to the seascape of Plymouth Sound (CA 29) and gateway
into the city itself, with strong intervisibility with the historic waterfront of The Hoe and characteristic
features including Smeaton’s Tower and Plymouth Naval Memorial.
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Landscape evaluation
Valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
Designated features and attributes
Landscape

AONB



South Devon AONB covers 31.8ha
(87.2% of the Character Area).

Biodiversity/geodiversity

SAC, SSSI, CWS



Plymouth Sounds and Estuaries SAC
covers 8ha (21.8%).
Plymouth Sound Shores and Cliffs SSSI
covers 6.8ha (15.3%).
Bovisand CWS covers 16.4ha (33%).



Cultural heritage

Listed Buildings, Scheduled
Monuments




There are 8 Listed Buildings.
Four Scheduled Monuments cover a total
of 3.9ha (10.6%).

Recreation

Long distance footpath



The South West Coast Path runs the
length of the Character Area.

Summary of valued landscape attributes/sensitive features


The role of the Character Area as part of the wider seascape setting to Plymouth Sound and the city
(including the historic Hoe waterfront).



Strong intervisibility with the opposite shoreline, particularly the Mount Edgcumbe estate and Rame
Head section of the Cornwall AONB and Heritage Coast.



The designated semi-natural habitats and areas of geological interest contained within Plymouth
Sound and Estuaries SAC, Plymouth Sound Shores and Cliffs SSSI, Jennycliff County Wildlife Site and
Bovisand County Wildlife Site.



The nationally important scenic qualities of the coastal landscape, designated as part of the South
Devon AONB.



Undeveloped, exposed and open qualities, with the landscape being highly influenced by maritime
conditions.

Guidance for managing change
Guidance and opportunities to consider within this Character Area are as follows:


Protect the role of landscape as part of the seascape setting of Plymouth Sound (CA 29 and 30) and
the southern parts of the city – including the Conservation Area and Grade II listed Hoe waterfront.



Conserve its open, uninterrupted views across Plymouth Sound to Mount Edgcumbe, Rame Head
(within the Cornwall AONB) and northwards towards the Tamar Valley AONB and Dartmoor National
Park.



Protect the setting and integrity of the nationally important historic sites within the Character Area, at
Fort Bovisand and Mount Batten, as well as those behind the cliffs (e.g. Staddon Heights and
Brownshill Battery).



Protect and appropriately manage the cliffs’ nationally and internationally important biodiversity and
geodiversity interest, including through a continuation of grazing at appropriate levels.



Conserve varied intertidal habitats including seagrass, rocky foreshore and sandbanks.



Protect the special qualities of the South Devon AONB more widely, including the iconic wide, unspoilt
and expansive panoramic views.
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Landscape sensitivity assessment
Criteria evaluation (*please refer to the criteria definitions set out in Table 3.1 – Chapter 3*)
Criteria

Description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

Steep cliffs and western facing slopes dropping down
to the waters of Plymouth Sound.

Scale (landform and component landscape
features)

Although the landscape has a wide and open feel on
the higher slopes, the intricacies of the cliffs and bays
result in a smaller scale.
Patches of woodland and scrub also provide a
comparative sense of scale.

Landscape pattern and complexity (including
sense of time-depth)

Pattern and texture is provided by woodland, scrub,
rough grassland and rocky cliff exposures.
Nationally important military remains including Fort
Bovisand demonstrate the importance of the coast
(and wider area) to the city’s defensive past.

Perceptual qualities

Exposed and open on cliffs and adjacent to the shore
with a wild, strongly maritime feel. Within the
woodland there is more shelter and enclosure. Most
of the landscape is within the South Devon AONB, and
conveys high scenic and naturalistic qualities
providing a coastal gateway into the city.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual prominence

The tops of the cliffs are prominent, particularly in
views from the sea, and form a key part of the setting
to the seascape of Plymouth Sound (CAs 29 and 30).
The cliffs also frame south-westerly views from the
historic waterfront of Plymouth Hoe – a Conservation
Area and Grade II Park and Garden.

Visual sensitivities and intervisibility

There are long open views from the cliffs across the
Sound and beyond to the west and south, as well as
across the southern suburbs of the city towards the
Tamar Valley AONB and Dartmoor National Park.
There are also strong visual connections with Mount
Edgcumbe and Rame Head (within Cornwall AONB);
collectively forming a dramatic seascape setting to the
city and Plymouth Sound.
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CA 19: Hooe Lake and Radford Wooded Valley

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location within Plymouth
Hooe Lake lies within Character Type 4A: Estuaries, and the adjacent wooded estate
grounds are classified as 7B Designed Parkland/Wooded Amenity Grasslands. The Radford
valley is within 7A: Wooded Valleys.
This Character Area is located to the west of Plymstock and cuts between Plymstock and Hooe. The
Radford Valley runs in a north-west south-east direction, with Hooe Lake joining adjacent CA 27
Cattewater and Sutton Harbour to the north to form a wider seascape setting to adjacent housing.
The Radford Valley rises up to meet CA 17 Staddon Heights Coastal Farmland to the south. The
designed wooded parkland is valued for walking and other informal recreation, with scenic views over
Hooe Lake. The Radford Valley is densely wooded and is mostly visually enclosed.
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Landscape character description
Key landscape characteristics
Topography, geology and drainage


Lobed valley system occupied by a streams and tributaries which flow into Radford Lake and Hooe Lake
before joining the River Plym. Hooe Lake is tidal whilst Radford Lake is freshwater; divided by an
embankment.



Predominantly underlain by Devonian slates which have been quarried in the past, including Radford
Quarry located in the north of the Character Area.



A small spring and watercourse are located in Jennycombe Wood.

Woodland cover


This landscape is dominated by woodland cover, a large proportion of which is ancient in origin. This
includes ancient semi-natural woodland at Jennyscombe Wood.



Trees within Radford Woods primarily consist of beech, oak, sycamore and sweet chestnut.



An arboretum covers parts to the north, with over 200 varieties of specimen trees and shrubs. There
are also areas of coniferous estate woodland, including Basinghall Plantation.

Land use and field patterns


The majority of the landscape comprises open water, wooded parkland and dense woodland cover. The
disused Radford Quarry is located in the north of the Character Area.



Much of this landscape is now under use for recreational and nature/heritage conservation purposes.

Semi-natural habitats


Radford Woods is a Local Nature Reserve and County Wildlife Site, whilst Hooe and Radford Lakes and
Radford Quarry are also designed as CWS.



Mosaic of habitats including ancient semi-natural woodland, broadleaved plantation, wet woodland,
orchard, mixed scrub, species-rich hedgerows, neutral grasslands and marshland.



The range of habitats represents a complete wildlife corridor stretching from land to sea. The open
water and foreshore of the lakes provide valued habitats for a range of waterbirds.



Five species of bat have been recorded around Radford Lake.

Archaeology and cultural heritage


Designed estate character associated with Radford Park and within the grounds of the former Radford
House (demolished in 1952).



Radford House was used by Sir Francis Drake and Sir Walter Raleigh to store worldly treasures for safe
keeping. It also hosted the victory banquet following the defeat of the Spanish Armade in 1588.



The Grade II Radford Castle (a 19th-century folly) is located on a dam which separates the saltwater
Hooe Lake from the freshwater designed water features within the parkland estate.



The north of the Character Area was formerly used by the MOD as a fuel storage facility.



Within the waters of Hooe Lake there are a total of 11 wrecks in the Character Area.

Settlement, road pattern and rights of way


The valley cuts through a dense area of settlement, with Hooe to the west and Plymstock to the east.



The Erme-Plym trail runs though the landscape, along with a network of other footpaths. The South
West Coast Path and Plym Valley Trail also cross through the Character Area.

Views and perceptual qualities


Views are contained by the woodland and valley topography in the south of the CA but are more open
around Radford Park and Hooe Lake, affording views into CA 27 Cattewater.
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Overlooked by the settlements of Oreston, Hooe, Plymstock and Turnchapel. Turnchapel includes
prominent cliff-top houses overlooking Hooe Lake and the wider Character Area.



Woodland at Jennyscombe forms a prominent elevated ridgeline behind Hooe. Its high position also
allows views across Plymstock.



A peaceful and tranquil haven within the city, with a strong historic sense of place. Smells of seawater
and views to the masts of the many boats moored within Cattewater provide strong land-sea
connections.
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Landscape evaluation
Designated features and attributes
Biodiversity/geodiversity



LNR, CWS, Ancient
Woodland





Cultural heritage

Listed Buildings

Recreation

Long distance footpaths



Radford Local Nature Reserve covers
38ha (40.3% of the Character Area).
Five County Wildlife Sites cover 63.6ha
(67.5%).
Ancient Woodland covers 15ha (15.9%).
There are two Listed Buildings.
The Character Area contains several long
distance footpaths; The Plym Valley Trail,
South West Coast Path and The Erme
Plym Trail.

Summary of valued landscape attributes/sensitive features


The valued semi-natural habitats forming a complete land to sea wildlife corridor, including tracts of
ancient semi-natural woodland, wetlands and open water, some of which are locally designated.



The designed parkland and arboretum of Radford Park, along with relicts including the Grade II
Radford Castle, providing a strong sense of time depth and historical identity.



The role of the Character Area as part of the wider seascape setting to Cattewater (CA 27) and the
adjacent residential developments at Torpoint and Plymstock.



The visually prominent wooded slope to the south which rises up above and provides a wooded
ridgeline backdrop to Hooe and Plymstock.



The tranquil and naturalistic feel of the landscape, particularly when compared with surrounding
residential development which is valued for recreation.

Guidance for managing change
Guidance and opportunities to consider within this Character Area are as follows:


Respect the historic estate character associated with Radford Park, including the arboretum, ensuring
the sympathetic integration of any new development within its wider setting.



Pursue opportunities to extend woodland, wetland and grassland habitats, including as part of a
Green Infrastructure network, utilising native, climate-resilient species wherever possible.



Pursue opportunities to strengthen wooded ridgelines, including through new planting and re-stocking
using locally prevalent (and ideally climate resilient) species, including planting beech, oak, sycamore
and sweet chestnut.



Protect and enhance the Character Area’s role as part of the wider seascape setting of south-east
Plymouth.



Avoid siting any new development or land uses in visually prominent locations on the upper valley
slopes, particularly sites which form part of the wooded ridgetop backdrop to the south of Hooe and
Plymstock.



Sustain the valued recreational uses of the landscape, incorporating further opportunities for access
and enjoyment of the landscape (such as further links to the Erme-Plym Trail, South West Coast Path
and Plym Valley Trail which cross the landscape).



Ensure that the semi-natural habitats within Radford Woods are managed and protected in line with
the Radford Woods Local Nature Reserve Management Plan (January 2014).
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Landscape sensitivity assessment
Criteria evaluation (*please refer to the criteria definitions set out in Table 3.1 – Chapter 3*)
Criteria

Description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

Low lying, valley landform, which rises up steeply in
the south to adjoin Staddon Ridge. Some areas in
the depths of the valley and around Radford Quarry
are more enclosed and hidden.

Scale (landform and component landscape
features)

Small scale landscape as a result of the enclosed
topography and frequent landscape features including
trees and buildings. Landform scale increases as the
area opens out around Hooe Lake, although views to
development and boats provide a human scale.

Landscape pattern and complexity (including
sense of time-depth)

An estate influence is evident around Radford Park,
with much texture and colour offered by the
woodland and the movement and reflections on the
water. Radford Castle is a prominent historical
building (Grade II listed) on Radford Bridge.

Perceptual qualities

The Character Area provides a tranquil haven
amongst urban development. There is a maritime
influence in the west with boats and seabirds
frequently seen on the water, and sounds and smells
associated with the estuary.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual prominence

The upper valley slopes in the south create important
wooded skylines forming a strong rural backdrop to
Hooe. The northern half of the Character Area is low
lying and nestled within the surrounding urban
development of Hooe and Oreston.

Visual sensitivities and intervisibility

In the north the Character Area is overlooked by
numerous settlements, particularly Turnchapel,
although some parts are more hidden, such as
Radford Quarry. The high wooded valley slopes in the
south afford views across Hooe and Plymstock. Views
from within the Character Area at Hooe Lake channel
westwards into Cattewater (CA 27).
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CA 20: Barne Barton Fringe and Kinterbury Creek

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location within Plymouth
The area of recreational land to the south is defined as Character Type 7C: Formal
Recreation Grounds/Sports Pitches whilst the valley feeding into Kinterbury Creek is
classified as 7A: Wooded Valleys. Kinterbury Creek and Kiln Bay form part of the wider
type 4A: Estuaries .
This Character Area is located to the west of Plymouth, next to the suburbs of Barne Barton and St.
Budeaux. It contains an area of flat land around the edges of the urban development and an
estuarine valley running into the River Tamar. Kinterbury Creek adjoins CA 24: Hamoaze to form
part of the wider seascape setting of western Plymouth. The valley landscape is locally valued for
walking and accessing the shoreline at Kinterbury Creek.
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Landscape character description
Key landscape characteristics
Topography, geology and drainage


Small patch of land rising steadily from the shores of the Tamar Estuary to a height of 55m AOD.



Upper Devonian bedrock overlain by clay and silt alluvium deposits originating from the estuary.



A stream runs into Kiln Bay on the River Tamar in the north of the Character Area.

Woodland cover


There are tracts of semi-natural broadleaved woodland on the edge of the estuary by Kiln Bay. The
woodland mainly consists of oak and beech.



Woodland also occurs in between the sports fields and along the access routes and paths.

Land use and field patterns


This is predominantly an amenity landscape, with a large concentration of formal sports pitches.

Semi-natural habitats


Kinterbury Park County Wildlife Site is centred on Kiln Bay, and is recognised for its estuarine habitat,
with mudflats and saltmarsh in addition to the oak and beech-dominated woodland surrounding the
bay.



Tracts of semi-natural grassland occur around the sports pitches, providing a naturalistic edge to the
formal mown grass of the pitches.

Archaeology and cultural heritage


Bullpoint gunpowder magazines and camber are adjacent to the south west, designated as a Scheduled
Monument. These provide evidence dating back to the late 18th Century for the past importance of this
area (and the wider city) for defence.

Settlement, road pattern and rights of way


There is no settlement within this landscape, although it is directly overlooked by housing estates
within St Budeaux and Barne Barton.



There are popular footpaths within Kinterbury Creek Wildlife Site leading to Kiln Bay.



The only roads in this landscape are residential roads and private access routes to the sports facilities.

Views and perceptual qualities


From the higher elevations there are views across the River Tamar to Saltash and the surrounding
countryside of the Cornwall AONB beyond.



The influence of the Tamar Estuary on the landscape results in a maritime feel, particularly around Kiln
Bay.



The Character Area provides an important seascape setting to this part of Western Plymouth, linking
land and sea.
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Landscape evaluation
Valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
Designated features and attributes
Biodiversity/geodiversity

CWS



Kinterbury Creek Wildlife Site covers
5.4ha (26.9% of the CA).

Cultural heritage

Listed Building



There is one Listed Building in the CA.

Summary of valued landscape attributes/sensitive features


The valued estuarine habitats at Kinterbury Creek County Wildlife Site including semi-natural
broadleaved woodland and stream habitat.



The role of the landscape as part of the transition to the seascape setting of the Tamar.



The role of the landscape as a naturalistic oasis and recreational resource amongst dense urban
development.



Channelled views across the Tamar (CA 24) to Cornwall, including parts within the Cornwall AONB.

Guidance for managing change
Guidance and opportunities to consider within this Character Area are as follows:


Protect the channelled views of the Tamar over to Cornwall, including land within the AONB, as well
as the landscape’s role as part of the seascape setting to the Tamar.



Protect the valued naturalistic qualities of the landscape, particularly within Kinterbury Creek and Kiln
Bay.



Conserve, appropriately manage and protect the integrity of the landscape’s estuarine, woodland and
grassland habitats, particularly those within Kinterbury Creek County Wildlife Site.



Pursue opportunities to extend and re-link habitats, including as part of a Green Infrastructure
network, utilising native, climate-resilient species wherever possible.



Avoid siting development in the most visually prominent locations (e.g. the high ground within 7C).



Use existing woodland and dips in the landform to help screen development or new land uses.



Sustain and strengthen opportunities for access and enjoyment in the landscape, including further
links to surrounding housing at Barne Barton and St Budeaux.
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Landscape sensitivity assessment
Criteria evaluation (*please refer to the criteria definitions set out in Table 3.1 – Chapter 3*)
Criteria

Description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

Kinterbury Creek and Kiln Bay (4A/7A): Intimate,
shallow valley which opens out into the Tamar
Estuary at Kiln Bay.
Recreation grounds (7C): Open, flat and slightly
elevated land on the fringes of Barne Barton.

Scale (landform and component landscape
features)

Kinterbury Creek and Kiln Bay (4A/7A): Small scale
landscape owing to the enclosed topography and
frequent trees.
Recreation grounds (7C): Larger scale landscape than
Kinterbury Creek, with flat open sports pitches. Trees
between the pitches and on marginal land offer a
human scale to the landscape.

Landscape pattern and complexity (including
sense of time-depth)

Kinterbury Creek and Kiln Bay (4A/7A): The trees and
water result in varying textures from the intertidal
mud, water and leaves of the trees, constantly
changing with the tides and seasons.
Recreation grounds (7C): Generally uniform land
cover pattern of sports pitches separated by trees.
The Scheduled Monument of the Bullpoint gunpowder
magazine and camber is adjacent to the south west.

Perceptual qualities

Kinterbury Creek and Kiln Bay (4A/7A): Provides a
naturalistic oasis amongst urban residential
development and is an important site for informal
recreation. It also provides an important link with the
seascape of the River Tamar.
Recreation grounds (7C): Less tranquil than
Kinterbury Creek with an urban fringe feel and
associated land uses.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual prominence

Kinterbury Creek and Kiln Bay (4A/7A): Low lying,
enclosed valley with largely hidden ridgelines.
Recreation grounds (7C): More visually prominent
that Kinterbury Creek, with views over the Tamar to
Cornwall. Historically important as a defensive
vantage point.

Visual sensitivities and intervisibility

The landscape is immediately overlooked by housing
at St Budeaux and Barne Barton.
There are funnelled views across to Cornwall from the
mouth of Kinterbury Creek via CA 24 Hamoaze.
These provide intervisibility with the prominent
ridgeline above the Tamar in Cornwall (designated as
part of the AONB), with the deer park plantation at
Mount Edgcumbe also visible.
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CA 21: Tamerton Lake and Wooded Fringes

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location within Plymouth
The wooded slopes and stream valleys feeding into Tamerton Lake are defined as 3G :
River Valley Slopes and Combes. Tamerton Lake and the waters of the estuary up to the
High Water Mark are classified as part of 4A: Estuaries.
This Character Area is located in the far north-west of Plymouth, straddling across and into South
Hams. It sits on the northern fringes of Ernsettle and Whitleigh. Tamerton Lake flows into the River
Tamar (CA 23) immediately to the west. This landscape provides a naturalistic edge and setting to
the north of Plymouth and Tamerton Foliot. Numerous footpaths and tracks provide access to the
shore and Warleigh Woods, including the Plymouth Cross City Link.
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Landscape character description
Key landscape characteristics
Topography, geology and drainage


Encompasses Tamerton Estuary and Tamerton Lake from Warren Point/Warleigh Point to Tamerton
Foliot, including the shore around Budshead Creek.



Devonian bedrock is overlain by alluvium deposits originating from activity of the estuary.



Streams flow to Budshead Creek before discharging into Tamerton Lake and then joining the River
Tamar to the west.

Woodland cover


Most of the shoreline is wooded; dominated by broadleaved deciduous woodland although there is
some plantation to the east of Budshead Creek.

Land use and field patterns


There are several fields located along the water’s edge which are comprised of rough pasture and
arable land. These are separated by low hedgerows and trees.



The post-medieval small to medium scale regular field pattern is more intact to the north of the estuary
(e.g. around Woodlands Farm).



There is a community orchard located in the west near Ernesettle.

Semi-natural habitats


Estuarine habitats including mudflats, submerged sandbanks and saltmarsh are highly important for
biodiversity and designated internationally, nationally, and locally.



Tamerton Lake hosts both important birdlife and invertebrate communities, including internationally
important numbers of Little Egret and Avocet.



On land, broadleaved oak, beech and hornbeam woodland, saltmarsh, scrub and grassland habitat are
home to various species including grass snakes and song thrush.



Some of the ancient beech and oak woodland within Budshead Wood Local Nature Reserve is included
in this Character Area.



Warleigh Point Nature Reserve is located in the north west of the landscape.

Archaeology and cultural heritage


A 17th Century mansion associated with the Budhead Estate is located close to Budshead Creek; the
remains are a Grade II listed building.



The eastern edge of the landscape forms part of the setting to Tamerton Foliot Conservation Area.

Settlement, road pattern and rights of way


There are a handful of isolated dwellings but no significant settlement within the landscape. This
contrasts with dense urban development immediately to the south.



The area is bordered by relatively minor roads which occasionally cross through the landscape. The
Tamar Valley Railway line crosses the water in the west of the area.



Numerous footpaths and other rights of way provide access along the shoreline, including part of the
Tamar Valley Discovery Trail.

Views and perceptual qualities


This landscape and seascape is heavily influenced by the sights, sounds and smells of the estuary – its
overall character changing frequently with the tides.



Much of this Character Area is contained within the Tamar Valley AONB, valued at a national level for
its scenic qualities and important wildlife resource.



From Warren Point there are long, funnelled views over the Tamar (CA 23) to Cornwall. Bodmin Moor
(within the Cornwall AONB) is also visible on the westerly horizon in clear conditions.
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Landscape evaluation
Valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
Designated features and attributes
Landscape

AONB



Tamar Valley AONB covers 97.8ha
(75.2% of the Character Area).

Biodiversity/geodiversity

SAC, SPA, IBA, SSSI, LNR,
CWS, Ancient Woodland



Plymouth Sounds and Estuaries SAC
covers 64ha (49%).
The Tamar Estuaries Complex SPA and
IBA covers 57ha (43.7%)
The Tamar-Tavy Estuary SSSI covers
64ha (49.3%).
Budshead Wood LNR covers 1.5ha
(1.1%).
Warren Point CWS covers 2.3ha (1.8%).
Ancient Woodland coverage totals 8.4ha
(6.4%).







Cultural heritage

Listed Buildings



There are two Listed Buildings.

Recreation

Long distance footpath



The Tamar Valley Discovery Trail crossed
the south shore of Tamerton Lake.

Summary of valued landscape attributes/sensitive features


The valued semi-natural habitats, particularly the estuarine habitats which are internationally
designated as SAC/SPA as well as locally designated oak woodland at Budshead Wood and Warleigh
Point.



The special qualities of the Tamar Valley AONB, including its value as a wildlife resource and as a
landscape of high visual quality.



The rural and tranquil setting the landscape offers to Tamerton Foliot (including its Conservation
Area) and the River Tamar (CA 23) and River Tavy (CA 22).



The visual prominence of the landscape from the surrounding settlements of Ernesettle and Whitleigh
to the south, and from Cornwall across the River Tamar.



The strong sense of tranquillity and rurality associated with the dynamic landscape/seascape.

Guidance for managing change
Guidance and opportunities to consider within this Character Area are as follows:


Conserve valued semi-natural habitats, including those which are internationally, nationally and
locally designated, ensuring they do not become fragmented - including as a result of development.



Pursue opportunities to extend and link semi-natural estuarine, grassland and woodland habitats,
including as part of a Green Infrastructure network.



Use existing woodland to help screen new development or land uses, integrating them into their
landscape setting.



Protect the valued informal recreational usage and naturalistic perceptual qualities of the landscape,
including as experienced along the Tamar Valley Discovery Trail and within Warleigh Point Nature
Reserve.
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Consider the landscape’s role as part of the wider setting of Tamerton Foliot Conservation Area.



Ensure development does not adversely affect the prominent wooded skylines when viewed from the
water, as well as the adjacent settlements of Ernesettle, Whitleigh and Tamerton Foliot.



Protect the important role of the landscape as part of the wider seascape setting of the River Tamar
and the River Tavy – key to the wider AONB designation.



Consider the special qualities of the Tamar Valley AONB in any new proposals, including its value as a
rare valley and water landscape of high visual quality.
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Landscape sensitivity assessment
Criteria evaluation (*please refer to the criteria definitions set out in Table 3.1 – Chapter 3*)
Criteria

Description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

Mostly low lying, with much of the Character Area at
or below sea level. The land slopes up from the shore
to the north and south.

Scale (landform and component landscape
features)

Strong wooded character with frequent trees offering
a human scale to the landscape. The valley slopes
also provide a strong sense of enclosure.

Landscape pattern and complexity (including
sense of time-depth)

Varied and complex landscape pattern and texture
with estuarine mud, tidal waters, and woodland/tree
cover, constantly changing with the tides and seasons.
A sense of time depth is associated with the remains
of the Budhead Estate.

Perceptual qualities

Tranquil and mostly undeveloped, forming a
naturalistic edge to nearby settlements including
Ernesettle and the historic core of Tamerton Foliot.
Tamarton Lake forms a transition from the seascape
setting of the River Tamar to the surrounding rural
landscape – collectively key components of the Tamar
Valley AONB designation.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual prominence

Trees on the elevated slopes create wooded skylines,
which are particularly prominent from the water’s
edge and the adjacent settlements of Ernesettle,
Whitleigh and Tamerton Foliot.

Visual sensitivities and intervisibility

The Character Area is directly overlooked by housing
at Ernesettle and is also visible in views from Cornwall
across the River Tamar (CA 23).
The Tamar Valley AONB covers the northern part of
this Character Area, with land overlooking Tamerton
Lake below.
There are very high levels of intervisibility between
the northern and southern shores of Tamerton Lake.
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CA 22: Lower River Tavy

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location
This Character Area is contained within the Character Type 4A: Estuaries.
The Lower River Tavy is located to the north west of the Urban Fringe Area of Warleigh and Blaxton
Wooded Farmland Fringe. The river flows into adjoins CA 23: Middle River Tamar to the south. The
Tavy is quieter and less industrial than the Tamar due to navigation only being possible in small
vessels. This character area is contained within the Tamar Valley AONB and is surrounded by rural
and tranquil countryside.
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Seascape character description
Key characteristics
Natural influences


Lower estuarine portion of the River Tavy between Bere Barton and the Tavy Bridge. The river flows
from its source on the moorlands of Dartmoor to the north-east.



Underlain by slates and thin limestones from the upper Devonian period covered by alluvium of silt, fine
and coarse sands.



The lower tidal reaches of the estuary have dramatic contrasts between extensive low water mudflats
and expansive waterscapes at high water.



Recognised as part of the Tamar-Tavy SSSI, with protected species including Eurasian otter and
kingfisher have been sighted in these waters.



The Tavy also forms part of the Plymouth Sound and Estuaries SAC (designated for habitats including
mudflats, salt marsh, reedbeds, wet grassland, fen and fringing oak woodland) and is a component
area of the Tamar Estuaries Complex SPA.



Extensive mud flats are exposed during low water, internationally important for wintering waders and
wildfowl populations including avocet and little egret.



Important coastal habitats are also found along the shoreline, including marsh habitat at Braxton Marsh
and rocky shorelines.

Cultural/historic influences


Mouth of the river is crossed by the Tavy Bridge, which carries the Tamar Valley Railway Line. The
bridge was constructed in 1890 and is a Grade II listed building.



The river provides a scenic setting to the wooded historic parkland estate of the Grade II* Listed
Warleigh House (of Tudor origin), situated on its eastern bank.



The shallow, tidal waters are unsuitable for large vessels. Occasional small recreational craft venture up
the river.



Recreational activity on the water mostly consists of kayaking and canoeing.



Fishing activity is limited; netting is heavily restricted for nature conservation purposes, whilst rod
fishing requires appropriate licencing.

Aesthetic/perceptual qualities


Peaceful and tranquil, with little boat traffic. More naturalistic character than the lower stretches of the
Tamar, with little development and human influence.



Movement of the tides creates a constantly changing, dynamic seascape from wide expanses of sand
and mudflats at low tide to rippling waves lapping the shore at high water.



Provides a setting to the settlements of Bere Ferrers and Bere Barton.



Wholly contained within the Tamar Valley AONB, with characterful rolling Devonshire countryside visible
on both sides of the river. This national designation recognises the unspoiled valley and water
landscape, representing a classic English lowland river system.
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CA 23: Middle River Tamar

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location
This Character Area is contained within the Character Type 4A: Estuaries.
This Character Area is located to the west and north west of Ernesettle. To the north, the River Tavy
(CA 22: Lower River Tavy) flows into the Tamar. At the Tamar and Royal Albert Bridges in the south
of the area, the Middle River Tamar transitions to CA 24: Hamaoze. On the east shore, Ernesettle
(CA 04) and Tamerton Lake (CA 21) are adjacent. This section of the Tamar is notably quieter and
shallower than that of the Hamoaze and there is less development on the surrounding shores.
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Seascape character description
Key characteristics
Natural influences


Upper portion of the River Tamar between the Tamar Bridges and the Tavy River confluence. It also
includes the tributary of Kingsmill Lake.



Underlain by slates and thin limestones of the upper Devonian covered by alluvium of silt, fine and
coarse sands.



The channel up the Tamar is very shallow (<5 metres) with extensive mudflats and salt marsh exposed
either side of the river.



All of this area is contained within the Plymouth Sound and Estuaries SAC, supporting a rich diversity of
habitats (including mudflats and saltmarsh) and species, including spawning populations of Allis shad –
a protected species of herring.



The area north of the Tamar Bridge is a component part of the Tamar Estuaries Complex SPA. It is
also an Important Bird Area recognised for its nationally important populations of over-wintering
avocets and little egrets.



Warleigh Point is a nature reserve on the east coast of the river, representing a fine example of coastal
oak woodland.



Salmon and sea trout migrate upstream in order to spawn.

Cultural/historic influences


The river is crossed by two iconic bridges; the Tamar Bridge which carries the A38 trunk road, and the
Royal Albert Bridge designed by Isambard Kingdom Brunel and completed in 1859 which carries the
railway.



There are few wrecks, owing to the limited boat traffic and calmer conditions in this area.



A D-Day landing craft maintenance site is located close to Saltash Pier and is designated as a
Scheduled Monument.



The shallow navigation channel in this part of the Tamar means that this area is only navigable by
smaller vessels. Several small quays and piers are located along the shore.



Fishing activity is heavily licenced and regulated, primarily for nature conservation reasons. Most types
of net fishing are prohibited and catching certain species is not permitted.

Aesthetic/perceptual qualities


Water-based traffic becomes less busy and quieter than the adjacent Hamoaze (CA 24) beyond the
Tamar Bridges, as the river is not dredged or commercially used.



Character strongly influenced by changing tidal patterns, with the movement and sounds of birds and
water contrasting with the sound of road and rail traffic from the bridges above and the Tavistock
railway line to the east.



Provides a seascape setting to Saltash to the west and Ernesettle to the east. The northern part of the
area is contained within the Tamar Valley AONB, nationally recognised as an unspoiled valley and water
landscape.



The river also forms an important gateway view into both the city and the other direction (into
Cornwall) for road and railway passengers crossing the Tamar bridges.



There is a transition in the character of the surrounding land uses from urban with much activity and
movement in the south, to more rural and tranquil in north.
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Military loading station on the east shore

View to Tamerton Bridge and settlement beyond

Small boats anchored near the Tavy confluence

Mudflats exposed at low tide on western shore

The Royal Albert and Tamar Bridges, looking north up the River Tamar
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CA 24: Hamoaze

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location
This Character Area is contained within Character Type 4A: Estuaries.
This part of the Tamar is located to the west and south west of Barne Barton and Devonport. CA 23:
Middle River Tavy flows into the Hamoaze to the north, while the waters of Saint John’s and Millbrook
Lakes (CA 25) are located to the west. In the south, the Hamoaze meets CA 29: Inner Plymouth
Sound. Kinterbury Creek (within CA 20) joins the Hamoaze form the east.
This section of the Tamar has a long history and has been heavily influenced by military and
industrial activity. The surrounding shorelines also reflect this with numerous dockyards along the
eastern shore. The waters remain busy with boat traffic including submarines and military boats.
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Seascape character description
Key characteristics
Natural influences


Estuarine section of the River Tamar between Plymouth Sound to the south east and the confluence of
the River Lynher to the north. This section has been known locally as the Hamoaze since the 16 th
century.



Shallow lakes found along the western shore, including Wilcove Lake and Thunkes Lake. These have
mudbanks and salt marsh exposed at low tide.



Characteristic estuarine salinity gradient as there are neither dams nor modifications to the river flow.
Large amounts of sediment from the wider river system flow into the Tamar.



Part of the Plymouth Sound and Estuaries SAC, with internationally important estuarine habitats
including mudflats, sandbanks and saltmarsh, supporting a rich diversity of bird species. Salmon and
sea trout migrate up through this area en-route to up-stream spawning grounds.



Devil’s Point is a renowned area of difficult water situated in The Narrows (where the Tamar joins
Plymouth Sound). Constraints on the movement of water can create eddies and races.



Mostly protected from weather by the enclosed landform, but is also strongly tidal, and swell can
develop when strong winds oppose the tide.

Cultural/historic influences


Military dockyards form dominant features along the eastern shore, including Devonport Dockyard; the
largest naval dockyard in Western Europe. Warships and nuclear submarines are frequently moored
alongside the dockyard, and pass through the Character Area to/from Plymouth Sound.



Few wrecks; an exposed hulk is located adjacent to Devonport Dockyard. The Baltic Surveyor sank in
1996 and is located near Torpoint Yacht Harbour and the Parmelia, a barque that transported convicts
to the Australian penal colonies, was destroyed by fire in 1839 just off Cremyll.



Influence of past military occupation on adjacent land, including the imposing block expanse of Royal
William Yard and a nationally important covered slipway originating from 1774.



Royal William Yard includes the largest collection of Grade I Listed military buildings in Europe, recently
transformed into a mixed use development (including marina), affording views across the water.



Extensively dredged, particularly around the dockyards to allow passage of large vessels to and from
Plymouth Sound and beyond.



Chain ferries run between Devonport and Torpoint linking Plymouth with Cornwall. The smaller
passenger and cycle-only Cremyll Ferry sails further downstream between Stonehouse and Cremyll.



Fishing is heavily legislated and regulated for both purposes of nature conservation and transport
(fishing activity is not permitted within 125 metres of the main navigation channels.

Aesthetic/perceptual qualities


A busy seascape with an abundance of marine traffic and associated lights and movement – both day
and night. A strong dynamic character also results from the changing tides.



Large ferries and warships contrast with small recreational craft and sailing boats.



The Hamoaze forms an immediate setting to the settlements of Saltash, Torpoint, Devonport and
western Plymouth and also forms an important gateway view into both the city and the other direction
(into Cornwall). There are also views upstream to the iconic Tamar Bridges.



The imposing, industrial form of Devonport Dockyard overlooks the area from the east, contrasting with
the naturalistic setting to the west (including CA 25 Saint John’s Lake). .



The northern part of the area is directly adjacent and provides a seascape setting to the Tamar Valley
AONB and Antony Grade II* Registered Park and Garden to the west.
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View to Royal William Yard and marina

18th century covered slipway

View to tug boat

Exposed hulk on western side of the Tamar

View north to the Tamar Bridge and Royal Albert Bridge, with the Middle River Tamar beyond
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CA 25: Saint John’s and Millbrook Lakes

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location
This Character Area is contained within Character Type 4A: Estuaries.
St John’s and Millbrook Lakes are located to the south west of Devonport. The eastern edge of the
Character Area adjoins CA 24: Hamoaze.
These shallow waters are notably quieter than those of the adjacent Hamoaze, providing an ideal
place for watersports including windsurfing, kitesurfing and sailing. At low tide, important mudflat
habitat is exposed which provides feeding grounds for nationally important populations of birds.
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Seascape character description
Key characteristics
Natural influences


Large tidal inlet of the River Tamar located to the west of the Hamoaze, comprising Millbrook Lake,
Saint John’s Lake, Penhale Lake and Eastdown’s Lake.



Very shallow water (<5 metres) with extensive mudflats and salt marsh exposed at low tide. Much of
the area is inaccessible to larger boats due to its shallow and highly tidal nature.



Sango Island is located in Saint John’s Lake off Sango Point. Small man made islands are found in
Millbrook Lake.



St John’s Lake is a component part of the Tamar Estuaries Complex SPA and is also an Important Bird
Area, recognising its nationally important populations of over wintering avocets and little egrets.



Much of the area (excepting Millbrook Lake) is also contained within the Plymouth Sound and Estuaries
SAC, recognised for habitats including mudflats and sublittoral sandbanks. Its subtidal sediments
support rich and varied invertebrate communities.

Cultural/historic influences


The calm and sheltered waters of St. John’s Lake are a popular destination for watersports including
windsurfing, kitesurfing and sailing.



Southdown Marina is located at Millbrook Lake, providing sheltered moorings for recreational craft.



A prominent wreck of a concrete barge is visible off Dead Man’s Point, marked on Admiralty Charts as a
hazard to navigation.



A military training area and rifle range is located in the north western part of St John’s Lake, reinforcing
the area’s wider connections with Plymouth’s military heritage.



Millbrook was formerly a prosperous fishing village, while Southdown was previously the site of
limestone quarrying activity.

Aesthetic/perceptual qualities


A haven of tranquillity particularly when compared with the adjacent Hamoaze, with a more naturalistic
character resulting from the movement and sounds of birds and the gentle movements of the water.



The strongly rural backdrop of rolling pastoral countryside contrasts starkly with the industrial
developments on the opposite side of the Tamar, including views north-east to Devonport Dockyard.



A dynamic seascape which is constantly changing and heavily influenced by the action of the tides.



Forms a key part of the setting to Mount Edgcumbe to the south, a Grade I Registered park and garden
owned by Cornwall Council and Plymouth City Council.



The area also frames the northern part of the Rame Head section of the Cornwall Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty.
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CA 26: Drake’s Island

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location
This Character Area is contained within Character Type 6: Offshore Islands
Drake’s Island is a unique Character Area within Plymouth as the only significant offshore island. It is
found in the waters of CA 29: Inner Plymouth Sound, and is often a prominent feature in views from
CA 30: Outer Plymouth Sound, CA 24: Hamoaze and CA 26: Cattewater and Sutton Harbour.
The island is not accessible to the public, although the surrounding shallows are a popular destination
for kayakers seeking to get a closer look at the historical structures of the island and the wildlife that
thrives in the mostly undisturbed habitat.
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Seascape character description
Key characteristics
Natural influences


Distinctive island of just under three hectares located in the western part of the Inner Plymouth Sound,
approximately 500 metres offshore from Stonehouse and a kilometre from the Hoe.



Geology of Mid-Devonian marine limestone with hard outcrops of volcanic tuff and lava. The main
island is surrounded by a number of smaller rocks and islets within shallow waters (less than three
metres in parts).



The waters surrounding the island are internationally designated as part of the Plymouth Sound and
Estuaries SAC. Habitats include eel grass beds which are also home to protected species including the
spiny seahorse.



The island is also important for bird life, including as a roosting site for little egrets and spoonbills and a
haven for other breeding seabirds.

Cultural/historic influences


It was from here that Sir Francis Drake sailed in 1577, to return in 1580 having circumnavigated the
globe. In 1583 Drake was made governor of the island – this association reflected in its name.



From the mid-16th century, the island began to be fortified as a defence against the French and
Spanish. Further defences were added in the 19th century as part of the Palmerston fortifications and
during WWII – their remains designated as a Scheduled Monument.



In the 17th century, the island was used as a prison, with several prisoners involved in the English Civil
War perishing here.



Following the military use of the island, it was used to house an Outdoor Adventure Centre. The island
is currently uninhabited with the buildings now derelict. Several of the buildings are listed.



The numerous submerged rocks and shallows around the island form hazards to navigation, including
the concrete ‘Dragon’s teeth’ which were used as submarine defences in WW2.



There are a handful of wrecks in the sea surrounding the island including the Britannia, a trawler sunk
in 1923 and a dangerous wreck near the Dragon's Teeth, marked on the Marine Charts as a hazard.



The island is a popular destination for water-based explorers, including sea kayakers who paddle in its
shallow waters.

Aesthetic/perceptual qualities


The island is exposed to the sea on all sides and its perceptual qualities are highly affected by
prevailing sea conditions.



Strong visual connections with the surrounding waters of the Sound; the scale of the island is dwarfed
by passing warships and cross-Channel ferries.



An iconic feature in sea views– it forms part of the wider maritime setting to Rame Head Heritage Coast
(part of the Cornwall AONB) and Mount Edgcumbe Grade I Registered Park and Garden.



The wooded island is also strongly associated with views from the Hoe Conservation Area and Grade II
Registered Park and Garden. There are also prominent views to the city’s seafront from the island,
including glimpses to church spires breaking the skyline.
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‘Dragon’s Teeth’ located to the south of the island

Kayakers landed on the beach on the north shore

View to Drake’s Island from the Hoe

Storm damaged sea wall to the south of the island

Derelict military fortifications, built in the nineteenth century as part of the Palmerston fortifications
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CA 27: Cattewater and Sutton Harbour

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location
This Character Area is contained with Character Type 4J: Harbours, Ports and Marinas.
The harbours are located to the east of the Barbican area of Plymouth. The Plym Estuary/Laira (CA
28) is found to the north east of this area. The water from this area flows into CA 29: Inner
Plymouth Sound, to the south west. Hooe Lake (CA 19) adjoins Cattewater to the south east.
This section of the Plym has been extensively modified to provide numerous moorings and to
accommodate industrial vessels, with several wharves located on the adjacent shore at Cattedown.
The area around this historic Barbican area of the city is less industrial, but is still busy with smaller
recreational craft.
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Seascape character description
Key characteristics
Natural influences


Encompasses the lowermost area of the River Plym, where the river flows into Plymouth Sound at
Mount Batten. The waterway is dredged up to the Laira Bridge, reaching 5.5m depth at Cattewater.



Estuarine character, with an associated salinity gradient. The north of the area is more heavily
influenced by the tides with exposed mud at low water.



There are shallow muddy fine sediments which support rich animal communities including dense
populations of sea anemones and angular crabs.



Salmon and trout move upstream through this area of water in order to spawn further up the Plym.



Sea conditions are sheltered and mostly calm due to the natural harbour of Plymouth Sound and both
the Plymouth and Mountbatten Breakwaters.

Cultural/historic influences


Artefacts dating from the Bronze Age to the Middle Iron Age have been found at Mount Batten,
indicating that it was one of the main trading ports of the country at that time.



A safe haven for vessels since the construction of the Sound’s breakwaters. A ferocious storm in 1824
led to the loss of 48 ships and 144 men (earning the area the name ‘Deadman’s Bay’).



The bottom of the Cattewater contains numerous wrecks, including an unidentified vessel discovered in
1973 thought to be 16th century in origin (now a Protected Wreck).



The Mayflower Steps are reputed to be the location where the Pilgrim Fathers left England for North
America in 1620. The nearby Mayflower Museum celebrates its significance to New World history.



The historic Barbican streetscape (a Conservation Area) overlooks Sutton Harbour. Today its many
waterside bars and restaurants are popular spots to view boats coming in and out of the harbour.



Cattedown Wharf, Victoria Wharf and Pomplett Wharf handle petroleum products, animal feed,
fertilisers, china clay and other aggregates transported to and from the area by sea.



A popular area for recreational sailing, with numerous moorings and supporting businesses at Sutton
Harbour, Queen Anne’s Battery Marina and Plymouth Yacht Haven (which includes a dry stack facility).



Fishing is heavily licenced, although recreational angling takes place off Mountbatten Pier. The
Mountbatten Ferry links the Barbican with this popular destination, allowing visitors to view the city’s
seascape.

Aesthetic/perceptual qualities


Busy and industrial character, which is heavily human influenced with large fuel storage tanks,
extensive moorings and surrounding development.



Forms part of the setting to the east of Plymouth, including Cattedown, Turnchapel, Oreston and Hooe
(including Hooe Lake).



Sutton Harbour is directly overlooked by the impressive fort at the Royal Citadel and the Mountbatten
Tower, both designated as Scheduled Monuments.



It also forms a maritime setting to the historic buildings lining the waterfront at the Barbican,
reinforcing the city’s strong seafaring heritage.
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View to the Citadel from Mountbatten

Mountbatten Ferry

Fuel storage tanks at Cattewater

Cargo ship unloading at Cattedown Wharves

Boats moored near Turnchapel
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CA 28: Plym Estuary / Laira

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location
This Character Area is contained within Character Type 4A: Estuaries.
The estuary is located to the east of the Mount Gould and Crabtree areas of Plymouth, with the
Saltram Estate (CA 14) and South Plympton Farmed Fringes (CA 17) to the east. In the south, the
Character Area adjoins Cattewater and Sutton Harbour (CA 27).
These waters are shallow and generally unsuited to boat traffic. Mudflats exposed at low tide
provide important feeding grounds for water birds and waders. The Laira provides key part of the
setting to the eastern edge of Plymouth and to the historic grounds of Saltram House.
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Seascape character description
Key characteristics
Natural influences


Encompasses the area of the River Plym known as the Laira; where the river begins to widen from
Marsh Mills and become an estuary as it flows towards Plymouth Sound. .



Estuarine character, with an associated salinity gradient. The river is heavily influenced by the tides
and sedimentation, often narrowing significantly at low tide.



Designated as a County Wildlife Site, recognised for its mudflat and saltmarsh habitats. At low tide the
extensive mudflats provide feeding grounds for nationally important wading bird populations including
Curlews, Redshanks and Turnstones.



There are also important intertidal habitats found along the shoreline including Saltram Saltmarsh and
Blagdon’s Meadow.



Sea trout and salmon travel through the estuary en-route to spawn further up the river.

Cultural/historic influences


Formerly busy shipping channel with boat traffic trading at Plympton, although when the river silted up
trade moved downstream to Plymouth.



The Embankment along the west side of the river was constructed between 1802 and 1809 in order to
reclaim land from Tothill Bay and Lipson Lake.



Today, the channel up the estuary is unmarked and navigation is hazardous and tide dependent due to
the channel being unmaintained. This results in little boat traffic beyond the Laira Bridge contrasting
with the busy commercial waters of Cattewater (CA 27).



On the east side of the river, there is a designated area for use by speedboats, water skiers and jet
skiers.



Plymouth Rowing Club clubhouse is also located on the banks of the Laira along Embankment Road.



Some limited fishing activity does occur in these waters, although it is heavily regulated and licenced.

Aesthetic/perceptual qualities


Dynamic seascape, constantly changing with the tides. The smell of the estuary and sound/movement
of birds provide strong naturalistic characteristics in contrast the surrounding urban setting.



The Laira provides a key part of the setting to the historic landscape of the National Trust’s Grade II*
Saltram Estate to the east of the river.



It also provides a seascape setting to the east the city, including Prince Rock, Mount Gould, Laira,
Crabtree and Efford. Lines of terraced houses extend up the steep slopes, affording expansive views
across the estuary.
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CA 29: Inner Plymouth Sound

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location
This Character Area falls within the 4J: Harbours, Ports and Marinas Character Type.
These waters are located directly to the south of Plymouth and is fed by waters from the Hamoaze
(CA 24) and Cattewater (CA 27). Beyond the Plymouth Breakwater that forms the southern
boundary of this Character Area lies the Outer Sound (CA 30). Drake’s Island is contained within
these waters and Jennycliff and Rams Cliff (CA 18) form the western boundary.
This central part of the Plymouth seascape is visible from numerous locations in Plymouth and the
surrounding countryside in South Hams and Cornwall. These waters forma key part of the setting to
central Plymouth including from the Hoe, and also have numerous important historical and
ecological features.
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Seascape character description
Key characteristics
Natural influences


This area comprises the inner waters of Plymouth Sound, with varied water depth owing to the presence
of sandbanks, reefs and dredged navigation channels (reaching 33m in Drake’s Channel).



At Winter Shoal the water shallows to two metres, creating a hazard to larger vessels. A shallow reef
known as ‘The Bridge’ lies between Drake’s Island and Mount Edgcumbe, visible at low tide.



Shelter provided by the surrounding landform (as well as the Breakwater). Southerly and south southeasterly storm surges can pass through the easterly entrance of the Breakwater, as witnessed by the
damage affecting West Hoe in early 2014.



Devonian limestone cliffs characterise the northern shoreline, one of only two coastal areas in south-west
Britain where this occurs. In the west, the shores of Mount Edgcumbe consist of stone/gravel beaches
backed by densely wooded cliffs and slopes.



Mount Batten, Jennycliff and Rams Cliff (CA 18) fringe the Sound to the east. The cliffs expose a
nationally important section of Lower Devonian to early Middle Devonian rocks, including the Jennycliff
Slates.



This area forms part of the Plymouth Sound and Estuaries SAC, with Annex I habitats including
sublittoral sandbanks, eelgrass beds and limestone reefs. Species including seals, common dolphins and
cormorants are often seen.

Cultural/historic influences


The Sound is associated with many nationally and internationally significant events due to the city’s longstanding naval connections. These include defence against the Spanish Armada and the key role of the
city in both World Wars.



Overlooked by a number of historic military structures, including Picklecombe Fort to the west (now
converted into flats) and nationally important defences at Mount Batten and Staddon Heights in the east.



Plymouth Breakwater is approximately one mile long and was completed in 1841. The Breakwater Fort (a
Scheduled Monument) was completed in 1865.



Extensively dredged with designated anchorage zones to allow large ships to safely enter the docks.
Smeaton’s Pass is the main navigation route for warships and ferries. Millbay Docks are host to the
cross channel Brittany Ferries.



The sheltered waters are popular for a range of recreational activities including sailing, kayaking, diving
and bathing. Speed is limited to 10 knots to account for the range of activities taking place.



Fishing is heavily legislated, with regulations on which species may be caught. Trawling and trammel
netting are prohibited, and all fishing activity is forbidden within 125 metres of the main navigational
channels.

Aesthetic/perceptual qualities


Key visual and physical relationships with Drake’s Island (CA 26), surrounded by associated shallows and
rocky obstructions – including the ‘Dragon’s Teeth’ submarine defences from WWII.



Busy seascape with a sense of transit resulting from a high number of vessels travelling to and from the
city’s various docks. These range from small sailing boats to large warships, submarines and crossChannel ferries.



Distinctive red cliffs at Mount Edgcumbe visible across the Sound, and the Devonport tower blocks are
prominent looking towards Plymouth from the water.



Intrinsic part of Plymouth’s setting as Britain’s ‘Ocean City’, people arriving by sea travel through the
Sound, greeted by the historic elevated waterfront of The Hoe.



The Sound also forms the maritime frontage to the Mount Edgcumbe estate owned by Cornwall Council
and Plymouth City Council (a Grade I Registered Park). Distinctive red sandstone cliffs sit below the
wooded cliff slopes.



At night, many blinking lights from navigation markers and moving vessels are seen across the Sound.



The seascape forms a key part of the setting to the Rame Head section of the Cornwall AONB and
Heritage Coast to the south-west and the South Devon AONB to the east.
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Warship passing through the Inner Sound

Recreational sailing

View to Devil’s Point and the Hamoaze

Distinctive granite lighthouse on the Breakwater

View back towards eastern end of the Hoe and the Royal Citadel
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CA 30: Outer Plymouth Sound

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location
This area is contained within Character Type 4K: Outer Harbour/Port Approaches.
This area comprises the most southerly waters of the Port of Plymouth, and reaches from Plymouth
Breakwater to Penlee Point and Renney Rocks, where the sea opens out into the western part of the
English Channel. To the north the Character Area meets CA 29: Inner Plymouth Sound and to the
east, the Urban Fringe Area of the South Plymouth Coastal Plateau.
The Outer Sound is characterised by the presence of large vessels and warships and the more open
and exposed sea conditions.
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Seascape character description
Key characteristics
Natural influences


Open water forming the outer extent of Plymouth Sound beyond the breakwater. The area opens out
into the western English Channel between Penlee Point and Renney Point.



Bathymetry reaches 18m in the Sound’s outer reaches. The shallow and partially submerged Renney
Rocks and Shag Stone form dangers to navigation at the eastern entrance to the Sound.



Seabed comprised of Devonian sandstone and siltstone bedrock, overlain by muddy gravel with areas
of shell and sandy mud. Areas of exposed bedrock characterise the eastern seabed, due to increased
wave exposure.



Several rocky shoals are located on the sea floor, posing a risk to navigation; the Knap and Panther
shoals are located in the west and the Shovel and Tinker shoals are found to the east.



Cawsand Bay frames the west of the Character Area, characterised by a gently shelving sandy beach
backed by wooded slopes. The coastline steepens up to Penlee Point, with rugged cliffs rising up to
122m AOD on the coastal headland.



An intricate coastline of low cliffs backed by steep pastoral/wooded slopes characterises the eastern
shoreline, designated as a SSSI for its geological interest of Lower and Middle Devonian exposures.



Forms part of the Plymouth Sound and Estuaries SAC, with valued habitats such as circalittoral rocky
reefs supporting the nationally important pink sea fan. Species sighted include basking sharks and
common dolphin.



Exposed to southerly and westerly weather sweeping in from the Channel (and wider Atlantic),
particularly noticeable beyond the shelter afforded by Renney Rocks and the outer headlands.

Cultural/historic influences


The Sound is associated with many nationally and internationally significant events due to the city’s
long-standing naval connections. These include defence against the Spanish Armada and the key role
of the city in both World Wars.



Historically important military structures overlook the Sound and feature in views from the water,
including Cawsand Fort, Maker Barracks and Picklecombe Fort to the west (the latter converted into
flats) and the Staddon Heights Defences and Fort Bovisand to the east.



Plymouth Breakwater forms a prominent physical boundary to the north, stretching up to a mile long
(completed 1841). Its distinctive white granite lighthouse and scheduled Breakwater Fort rise up above
the linear structure.



Several historic wrecks are concentrated around the hazardous rocks of Shag Stone, including the Glen
Strathallan, a trawler sunk in 1970.



Designated anchorage areas frequently feature moored tankers, awaiting pilots to escort them to the
docks at Cattewater.



The waters are also used for a range of marine research activities including by Plymouth University,
such as 3D mapping of the seabed and exploratory scuba-diving.

Aesthetic/perceptual qualities


A busy seascape characterised by much movement and activity with a range of vessels passing
through, from sailing yachts and trawlers to large-scale tankers and warships.



More open and exposed feel than the Inner Plymouth Sound (CA 29), influenced by oceanic conditions
sweeping in from the Atlantic.



Provides a key part of the maritime setting to both the Rame Head Heritage Coast and Cornwall AONB
to the west and coastal extent of the South Devon AONB to the east.



The picturesque villages of Kingsand and Cawsand, with their pastel coloured houses, are nestled next
to Cawsand Bay. The spire of Maker Church is visible peeping through the wooded cliffline above.
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In views back to Plymouth the Devonport Flats, Smeaton’s Lighthouse and the Plymouth Naval
Memorial on the Hoe form recognisable landmarks.



The flashing coloured lights of beacons and buoys marking shipping channels and navigational hazards
influence the character of the night-time seascape.



Soundscape of the area influences by the wind and tidal conditions as well as background noise of boat
engines punctuated by the horns of ships.

Holiday village at Bovisand Bay

View to Shag Stone, Mewstone and Renney Rocks

View across the Sound towards Devonport
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5

Urban Fringe Sensitivity Area profiles

Contents
5.1

The following chapter includes profiles for each of Plymouth’s Urban Fringe Sensitivity Areas.
These are ordered as follows:
Urban Fringe Sensitivity Area

Page Number (click to
jump through)

UF 01 - Warleigh and Blaxton Wooded Farmland Fringe

148

UF 02 - Porsham Wooded Farmland Fringe

152

UF 03 - Roborough Moorland Fringe Farmland

156

UF 04 - Bickleigh Vale and Cann Wood

160

UF 05 - Newham and Hemerdon Wooded Farmland

164

UF 06 - Langage Fringe Farmland

168

UF 07 - Sherford Fringe Farmland

172

UF 08 - South Plymouth Coastal Plateau

176
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UF 01: Warleigh and Blaxton Wooded Farmland Fringe

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location
All of this Urban Fringe Area falls within South Hams District. It is contained within Devon
Landscape Character Areas 35: Lower Tamar and Tavy Valleys and 48: River Tavy Middle
Valley.
This Urban Fringe Sensitivity Area is located to the north of Tamerton Lake (CA 21) and to the east
of the River Tavy (CA 22). This is a high quality rural landscape which forms part of the Tamar
Valley AONB and is accessible by the Tamar Valley Discovery Trail. The area contains important and
valued heritage and ecological features. From higher ground, long views over the Tamar and Tavy
rivers are afforded.
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Landscape character description12
Key landscape characteristics
Topography, geology and drainage


Rolling hills, which slope down in the west towards the River Tavy. The highest point reaches 90m
AOD.



Underlain by Devonian mudstone and sandstone geology, creating a much gentler topography than the
adjacent basalt of Dartmoor, with less exposed rock.



There are several ponds on the low lying land surrounding Warleigh House in the west of the area, as
well as extensive marshland in the north of the area.

Woodland/tree cover


Numerous pockets of plantation woodland, often found in distinctive geometric shapes.



There is also semi-natural ancient woodland located in the west of the area at Warleigh Wood and
Blaxton Wood.

Land use and field patterns


The south west of the landscape is utilised for renewable energy generation with a large solar farm
located on a hillside.



Improved pasture over much of the area, with pockets of estate parkland, watermeadows and
orchards, together creating a lush, green landscape.



Stone-faced hedgebanks dividing medium-sized semi-regular fields, with survival of post-medieval
‘Barton’ fields resulting from estate tenure

Semi-natural habitats


Plymouth Sound and Estuaries SAC and Tamar Estuaries Complex SPA are found on the adjacent River
Tavy and covers part of Blaxton Creek in the north of the area.



Warleigh Wood is designated as a County Wildlife Site.



Important wetland habitats are found at Warleigh Marsh and Blaxton Marsh is the north of the area.

Archaeology and cultural heritage


Warleigh House is a Grade II* listed Tudor manor house located on the east bank of the River Tavy
within a historic estate landscape.

Settlement, road pattern and rights of way


Settlement generally consists of small hamlets and farms. This area also provides a key part of the
setting to Tamerton Foliot (including its Conservation Area) to the south.



The Tamar Valley Discovery Trail runs north-south through this area.

Views and perceptual qualities


Open views from higher land over the Tamar and Tavy valleys in to west, and towards Dartmoor to the
north east.



This area is wholly contained within the Tamar Valley AONB.



There is intervisibility between Ernesettle and the solar farm in the south of this area. North of the
Sandgore Plantations, there is not an obvious visual relationship with the city of Plymouth.

12

These key characteristics have drawn on the information contained in the published landscape character assessments for South
Hams, with locally-specific detail added for the purposes of this landscape sensitivity assessment. Please refer to the South Hams
Landscape Character Assessment and the relevant Devon Character Area descriptions for further information on landscape character.
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Landscape evaluation
Valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
Designated features and attributes


Landscape

AONB

Biodiversity/geodive
rsity

SAC, SPA, IBA, SSSI, CWS,
Ancient Woodland







Cultural heritage

Listed Buildings

Recreation

Long distance footpath




100% of this Urban Fringe Sensitivity Area
is within the Tamar Valley AONB.
Plymouth Sound and Estuaries SAC covers
36ha (9.9% of the Urban Fringe Area)
The Tamar Estuaries Complex SPA and
Important Bird Area covers 15ha (4.1%)
The Tamar-Tavy Estuary SSSI covers 37ha
(10.1%)
Ashleigh Bottom and Bame Wood CWS
covers 1ha (0.3%)
Ancient Woodland at Blaxton and Warleigh
Wood covers 37ha (10.1%).
There are nine Listed Buildings in the Urban
Fringe Sensitivity Area.
The Tamar Valley Discovery Trail runs north
south through this area.

Summary of valued landscape attributes/sensitive features


The special qualities of the Tamar Valley AONB, within which this landscape sits.



The Grade II* listed Tudor country manor of Warleigh House and the surrounding estate parkland.



The internationally important semi natural habitats including the marshland and creek at Blaxton, and
valued areas of ancient semi-natural woodland.



The highly visible slopes and elevated undeveloped skylines forming part of the wider landscape and
seascape setting to the Tamar, Tavy and Cornwall beyond.



Its role as a rural backdrop to Tamerton Foliot, including the settlement’s historic core.

Guidance for managing change
Guidance and opportunities to consider within this Character Area are as follows:


Protect the setting of the Grade II* Listed Warleigh House and the surrounding estate parkland.



Conserve, appropriately manage and protect the integrity of valued semi-natural habitats, including
wetlands at Blaxton, ancient woodland, orchards and watermeadows.



Pursue opportunities to extend, link and re-create habitats, including as part of a Green
Infrastructure network. This should include land adjoining the Plymouth Sound and Estuaries SAC and
Tamar Estuaries Complex SPA.



Promote further opportunities for access and enjoyment of the landscape, including creating new
links to the Tamar Valley Discovery Trail (potentially as part of future development proposals).



Avoid siting development on prominent and elevated locations such as the tops of hills or highly
visible slopes – including those which form a setting to Tamerton Foliot Conservation Area.



Utilise dips in the landform and existing tree/woodland cover to effectively screen development.
Ensure development respects the scale of the landform and its existing landscape features.



Ensure development does not detract from the special qualities of the Tamar Valley AONB, including
its gently meandering stretches of lush pastureland and steep fringing woodlands.
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Landscape sensitivity assessment
Criteria evaluation (*please refer to the criteria definitions set out in Table 3.1 – Chapter 3*)
Criteria

Description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

Mixed topography, with rolling hills sloping down
towards the River Tavy. In the north of the area, the
land is low lying and flat, with frequent marshlands.

Scale (landform and component landscape
features)

Small-medium scale fields overly the varied landform,
with intimate stream valleys cutting through open,
large-scale areas of marshland and rolling hills.
Woodlands and hedgerows provide small scale
landscape elements.

Landscape pattern and complexity (including
sense of time-depth)

The Tudor country manor of Warleigh House and
associated estate parkland creates an historic sense of
place. The estate’s origins can be traced to the 12th
century.
Much of the field pattern is post-medieval but based
on medieval elements.

Perceptual qualities

Traditional, rural landscape typical of the wider South
Devon countryside, with development limited to farm
buildings and clustered hamlets.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual prominence

Plantation woodland on the slopes and tops of hills
creates wooded skylines in some views. Much of the
area in the north is low lying and therefore does not
form prominent skylines. The highest hill in the south
of the area is prominent from much of the
surrounding land, with an existing solar farm on the
slopes of the hill visible from the north west of
Plymouth, the waters of the Tamar and from Saltash
in Cornwall.

Visual sensitivities and intervisibility

The area forms an important backdrop to the River
Tavy.
The special qualities of the Tamar Valley AONB –
recognised as a classic unspoilt English river system,
with dramatic steep fringing woodlands and gently
undulating pasturelands.
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UF 02: Porsham Wooded Farmland Fringe

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location
This area is contained within Devon Landscape Character Area 48: River Tavy Middle
Valley.
The Porsham Wooded Farmland Fringe Urban Fringe Sensitivity Area is located to the north of
Widewell and Southway. Plymouth Character Area CA 08: Tamerton Foliot Farmland and Porsham
Wooded Valley is immediately adjacent to the south. Comprising pastoral-dominated farmland with
bands of woodland and thick hedges, the landscape provides a rural edge and is overlooked by the
suburbs to the south and west, and is partially included within the Tamar Valley AONB.
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Landscape character description13
Key landscape characteristics
Topography, geology and drainage


Rolling, elevated land, divided by small scale stream valleys.



Underlain by Devonian mudstone and sandstone geology, creating a much gentler topography than the
adjacent basalt of Dartmoor, with less exposed rock.



Small streams run in a general south westerly direction towards Tamerton Lake.

Woodland/tree cover


Broadleaved woodland lines the steep sides of combes. Part of Porsham plantation is found in the south
east of the area.



Mature trees are a feature within the species-rich Devon hedges which divide the fields.

Land use and field patterns


Small-scale pastoral fields are bounded by very thick hedges which act as valuable wildlife corridors
between woodlands.



Fruit farms and horse paddocks are also found amongst the traditional farmland.

Semi-natural habitats


Contains a small part of the Southway Woods County Wildlife Site in the south east, valued for its rich
woodland and grassland habitats.

Archaeology and cultural heritage


Limited archaeological interest within this area; there are some listed buildings at Great Trehills Farm.

Settlement, road pattern and rights of way


Settlement consists of isolated farms. In the east, the area is immediately adjacent to Broadley
Industrial Park.



The roads which serve this area are narrow, rural and often steep – tightly enclosed by hedgebanks.
There are no other public rights of way crossing through the area.

Views and perceptual qualities


Quintessential tranquil Devon countryside, with sounds of birdsong emphasising a sense of tranquillity.
The northern half of this area is contained within the Tamar Valley AONB.



The localised area to the north around Broadley Industrial Park has a more developed feel due to the
presence of pylons and street lighting, although the industrial park is otherwise well integrated into the
landscape by tree cover.



Horse paddocks and unmanged fields can provide an urban fringe feel in some locations.



This landscape forms part of the wider rural setting of Southway, Tamerton Foliot and Widewell, with
prominent houses overlooking this landscape from the ridgeline to the south.

13

These key characteristics have drawn on the information contained in the published landscape character assessments for South
Hams, with locally-specific detail added for the purposes of this landscape sensitivity assessment. Please refer to the South Hams
Landscape Character Assessment and the relevant Devon Character Area descriptions for further information on landscape character.
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Landscape evaluation
Valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
Designated features and attributes
Landscape

AONB

Biodiversity/geodiversity

CWS

Cultural heritage

Listed Buildings






The Tamar Valley AONB covers 84ha or
38.5% of this Urban Fringe Sensitivity
Area.
Land under CWS covers a total of 3ha
(1.4%).
There are two Listed Buildings in the
Urban Fringe Sensitivity Area.

Summary of valued landscape attributes/sensitive features


The traditional field pattern of medieval origin which remains across much of the area.



Important wildlife corridors provided by species-rich Devon hedges linking to small broadleaved
woodlands, including part within the Southway Woods County Wildlife Site.



The rural setting the landscape provides to the settlements of Tamerton Foliot, Southway and
Widewell.



Intervisibility with the wooded ridgelines characterising northern Plymouth (CAs 07, 08 and 09).



The special qualities of the Tamar Valley AONB which covers the northern half of the landscape,
including pastoral, unimproved cultivation.

Guidance for managing change
Guidance and opportunities to consider within this Character Area are as follows:


Conserve and appropriately manage valued areas of semi-natural grassland, woodland and hedgerow
habitats within the farmed landscape.



Pursue opportunities to extend and link habitats, including as part of a Green Infrastructure network,
utilising native, climate-resilient species wherever possible. This should include strengthening
connections between hedgerows, woodlands and areas of semi-natural grassland.



Enhance opportunities for access and enjoyment of the landscape, including links to the Tamar Valley
Discovery Trail in the west (including as part of future development proposals).



Utilise the strongly undulating landform and existing tree cover to effectively screen development or
new land uses (as effectively demonstrated at Devonshire Meadows Business Park to the east).



Ensure that any new development respects the scale of the landscape, its medieval field patterns,
hedges and trees.



Ensure any new access roads respect the character of the archetypal Devon lanes found within this
landscape.



Avoid siting development on the most prominent and highly visible slopes and skylines, protecting
the landscape’s role as a rural backdrop to northern Plymouth.



Protect the setting and special qualities of the Tamar Valley AONB both within and beyond this area,
including its pastoral character. Ensure development does not detract from the special qualities of the
AONB.
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Landscape sensitivity assessment
Criteria evaluation (*please refer to the criteria definitions set out in Table 3.1 – Chapter 3*)
Criteria

Description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

Mostly rolling topography, with some steep slopes and
intimate stream valleys cutting through the landscape.

Scale (landform and component landscape
features)

Small scale topography as a result of the narrow
combes found within the area. The field pattern is
also small-scale and influenced by the underlying
landform, with frequent trees.

Landscape pattern and complexity (including
sense of time-depth)

Primarily pastoral farmland with areas of both
deciduous and coniferous woodland.
The fields are primarily medieval in origin or are based
upon previous medieval enclosures.

Perceptual qualities

The traditional peaceful and tranquil Devon
countryside forms a rural edge to Tamerton Foliot and
Southway. Some urban fringe land uses and street
lighting/highway engineering associated with the
business park in the east dilutes the rural feel.
The northern half of this area is within the Tamar
Valley AONB.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual prominence

Some of the upper slopes and hills are visually
prominent from housing at Widewell, Southway and
Tamerton Foliot, creating wooded skylines where trees
are present. Lower lying land is screened by steep
slopes and dips in the landform – the skylines in these
locations are hidden.

Visual sensitivities and intervisibility

The area is directly overlooked by houses in Southway
and Widewell which sit atop the ridgeline to the south.
There is intervisibility between the elevated land in this
landscape and the wooded ridgelines which form a
setting to housing in northern Plymouth (within
Plymouth Character Areas CAs 07, 08 and 09).
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UF 03: Roborough Moorland Fringe Farmland

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location
This area is contained within Devon Landscape Character Areas 48: River Tavy Middle
Valley and 46: Plymouth Northern Wooded Slopes.
This Urban Fringe Sensitivity Area is located north of Plymouth, and borders Plymouth Character
Area CA 08: Tamerton Foliot Farmland and Porsham Wooded Valley to the south west. Dartmoor
National Park is immediately adjacent to the north. The farmed landscape is generally tranquil, rural
and sparsely settled with frequent areas of woodland, particularly in the east. In some places to the
north has a character similar to that of Dartmoor National Park. From higher ground there are
views back over the city of Plymouth, including the Plym Valley. Long views are afforded from higher
ground through gaps in woodland cover, including back over the city of Plymouth and to and from
Dartmoor National Park and the Plym Valley.
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Landscape character description14
Key landscape characteristics
Topography, geology and drainage


Elevated, rolling land on the south western fringes of Dartmoor, incised in places by stream valleys.



Underlain by Devonian mudstone and sandstone geology, creating a much gentler topography than the
adjacent basalt of Dartmoor, with less exposed rock.



Small streams flow from higher ground towards the larger rivers of the Plym and the Tavy.

Woodland/tree cover


Coniferous plantation woodland is a frequent feature of the landscape and includes Commonlane
Plantation, Roborough Plantations and Marrowpark Plantations.



Broadleaved semi-natural woodland is found along valley slopes, including tracts of ancient woodland at
Hele Wood and Bame Wood.



Mature hedgerow trees are located amongst field boundaries in places.

Land use and field patterns


A mixture of pastoral and arable land, with most fields marked out by hedgerows.



Varied field scale and pattern, with smaller, irregular fields around Lower Upperton contrasting with
larger, more regular fields on more flat, plateau like areas e.g. around Henshears.

Semi-natural habitats


Ashleigh Bottom and Bame Wood County Wildlife Sites encompass the riparian woodland along the
stream valley in the west of the area.



Other areas of woodland and species-rich Devon hedges provide valued corridors within the farmed
landscape.

Archaeology and cultural heritage


The Maristow Camp Scheduled Monument (an Iron Age hillfort) is located in woodland to the north of
the landscape.

Settlement, road pattern and rights of way


The A386 crosses through the landscape, with traffic detracting from the rural, tranquil feel of the area.
Other roads are minor and narrow.



Settlement consists of isolated farmsteads and hamlets. The area forms an immediate backdrop to
Roborough.



There are several public access routes which run along farm tracks.

Views and perceptual qualities


From along Common Lane there are long views to the south, including towards the Plym Valley
(Plymouth CA 10) and the Hardwick Wood ridgeline (CA 14).



The landscape forms a continuation of the character of Dartmoor National Park to the north, whilst the
western part is designated as part of the Tamar Valley AONB.



The area around Devonshire Meadows Business Park is less rural, with a more urban fringe feel.



Views to Plymouth are often limited by the rolling topography and high levels of tree cover,
emphasising its sense of relative remoteness despite the proximity of the city.

14

These key characteristics have drawn on the information contained in the published landscape character assessments for South
Hams, with locally-specific detail added for the purposes of this landscape sensitivity assessment. Please refer to the South Hams
Landscape Character Assessment and the relevant Devon Character Area descriptions for further information on landscape character.
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Landscape evaluation
Valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
Designated features and attributes


Landscape

AONB

Biodiversity/geodiversity

CWS, Ancient Woodland




Cultural heritage

Recreation

Listed Buildings, Scheduled
Monument





Open Access Land

43.8% (343ha) of the Tamar Valley
AONB is within the Urban Fringe
Sensitivity Area.
Two CWS cover a total of 48ha (6.1% of
the Urban Fringe Sensitivity Area).
Ancient woodland coverage amounts to
ha (5.9% of the Urban Fringe Sensitivity
Area)
There are five Listed Buildings in the
Urban Fringe Sensitivity Area.
Maristow Camp Scheduled Monument
covers 1ha
Open Access Land covers 1ha (0.1%).

Summary of valued landscape attributes/sensitive features


The nationally important Iron Age hillfort of Maristow Camp.



The irregular medieval field patterns, including Barton fields.



Valued areas of semi-natural woodland, including those locally designated as County Wildlife Sites.



The wider setting the landscape provides to Dartmoor National Park, which lies immediately adjacent
to the north.



The special qualities of the Tamar Valley AONB, which covers the western part of the landscape and
extends beyond.



The landscape’s function as a ‘rural separation’ between the northern edge of the city and the two
nationally protected landscapes.

Guidance for managing change
Guidance and opportunities to consider within this Character Area are as follows:


Protect the setting and integrity of Maristow Camp Scheduled Monument.



Ensure development respects the scale of the underlying landform, historic field patterns and existing
landscape features – including trees and scattered buildings.



Conserve, appropriately manage and protect the integrity of valued semi-natural habitats, including
broadleaved and riparian woodlands and wetlands within the Ashleigh Bottom and Bame Wood
County Wildlife Sites.



Pursue opportunities to extend and link habitats, including as part of a Green Infrastructure network,
utilising native, climate-resilient species wherever possible. This should include strengthening
connections between hedgerows, woodlands and areas of semi-natural grassland.



Protect the wider setting the landscape provides to Dartmoor National Park and the Tamar Valley
AONB. Ensure any development does not detract from the special qualities of the protected
landscapes.



Conserve the landscape’s important function as a rural edge to the city of Plymouth to the south.



Seek to enhance opportunities for access and enjoyment of the landscape.
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Landscape sensitivity assessment
Criteria evaluation (*please refer to the criteria definitions set out in Table 3.1 – Chapter 3*)
Criteria

Description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

Strongly rolling land with some elevated plateaux
creating large scale areas which contrast with the
intersecting steep sided valleys of a smaller scale.

Scale (landform and component landscape
features)

Trees, hedges and farm buildings provide a human
scale to the landscape. The often simple landform
creates a feeling of expanse on flatter, elevated areas.

Landscape pattern and complexity (including
sense of time-depth)

Mostly regular fields, with greater complexity
introduced around the stream valleys due to increased
tree cover.
Much of the field pattern is medieval in origin, with
Barton fields located in the east near to Bickleigh, and
enclosures based upon former strip fields elsewhere.

Perceptual qualities

Highly rural landscape, with a greater sense of
remoteness around the Dartmoor National Park
fringes as the landscape character continues over the
boundary.
The western part of the area is a part of the Tamar
Valley AONB.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual prominence

Elevated, often wooded skylines are found on rising
land towards Dartmoor. Within the valleys skylines
are more hidden.
Dartmoor National Park forms an immediate visual
backdrop to the northern boundary of this area.

Visual sensitivities and intervisibility
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There are long views and therefore intervisibility with
the Plym Valley to the south, including the Hardwick
Wood ridgeline beyond Plympton (Plymouth Character
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UF 04: Bickleigh Vale and Cann Wood

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location
This area includes Devon Landscape Character Areas 46: Plymouth Northern Wooded
Slopes and 48: River Tavy Middle Valley.
This Urban Fringe Area is located to the north east of Plymouth and to the north of Plympton. It is
adjacent to CA 10: Plymbridge Wooded Valley to the west and CA 13: Boringdon Park Farmland to
the north. This area is heavily wooded, with around a fifth of the area recognised as Open Access
Land. Despite its proximity to Plymouth, the landscape feels far removed from the city. Long views
are afforded from higher ground through gaps in woodland cover, including to and from Dartmoor
National Park and the Plym Valley.
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Landscape character description15
Key landscape characteristics
Topography, geology and drainage


Elevated, rolling hills which contain the steep-sided, V-shaped valleys of the river Plym and its
tributaries. The land rises to over 140m AOD in the north.



Underlying geology predominantly comprising Devonian rocks (mudstone and slate with limestone and
sandstone) with occasional intrusions of later igneous granite.



The River Plym crosses through this LCA to the east and south of Bickleigh. The Plym is fed by several
spring-fed streams rising on the edge of Dartmoor.

Woodland/tree cover


A very well-wooded landscape, containing extensive areas of deciduous and coniferous woodland on
valley sides, plus numerous smaller woodlands, copses and hedgerow trees.



Large areas of ancient woodland are found at Square’s Wood, Hele Wood and Hatshill Wood.

Land use and field patterns


The central portion of the landscape is densely wooded, surrounded by a mixture of pasture and arable
fields bounded by hedges with frequent hedgerow trees.



There are several MOD buildings enclosed by barbed wire security fences around Bickleigh.



Effordleigh golf course is located in the south east of the landscape.

Semi-natural habitats


Semi-natural habitats including extensive areas of woodlands, valley-floor wetlands, and unimproved or
semi-improved grasslands.



Great Shaugh and Cann Woods are designated as a County Wildlife Site.

Archaeology and cultural heritage


Several disused quarries and mines are found throughout the area.



Strong sense of time-depth due to prominent Iron Age hillfort at Boringdon Camp in the south east of
the area and areas of historic parkland.

Settlement, road pattern and rights of way


Little settlement, with several isolated farms in the south. The village of Bickleigh is found in the north
of the landscape



There are few roads amongst the forested areas.



The West Devon Way footpath and cycle track crosses through the landscape, roughly following the
course of the River Plym.



Cann Wood is defined as Open Access Land.

Views and perceptual qualities


Landform and vegetation creating a generally enclosed landscape, contrasting with the open moorland
of Dartmoor above and in places affording spectacular views up and down the Plym valley.



Traditional rural feel around Bickleigh, with high levels of tranquillity and feeling far removed from the
city of Plymouth.

15

These key characteristics have drawn on the information contained in the published landscape character assessments for South
Hams, with locally-specific detail added for the purposes of this landscape sensitivity assessment. Please refer to the South Hams
Landscape Character Assessment and the relevant Devon Character Area descriptions for further information on landscape character.
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Landscape evaluation
Valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
Designated features and attributes
Biodiversity/geodiversity

CWS, Ancient Woodland




Cultural heritage

Recreation

Listed Buildings, Scheduled
Monuments

Open Access Land, Long
distance footpath, Cycle
route






Six CWS cover 350ha (36.6% of the
Urban Fringe Sensitivity area).
Five areas of Ancient Woodland cover
364ha (38%).
There are eight Listed Buildings in the
Urban Fringe Area.
Two Scheduled Monuments cover a total
of 11ha (1.2%).
Open Access Land covers 204ha (21.3%
of the Urban Fringe Sensitivity area).
The West Devon Way and National Cycle
Route 27 run north south through the
area.

Summary of valued landscape attributes/sensitive features


The Scheduled Monument of Boringdon Camp Iron Age hillfort and the other industrial heritage
features found within the landscape.



The wider setting the area provides to the protected landscape of Dartmoor National Park,
particularly in the north.



Valued semi-natural habitats including those locally designated such as Cann Wood and Great Shaugh
Wood.



The landscape’s wooded skylines, rising up above Plymouth to the west and south-west.



The remnant medieval field pattern, particularly around Boringdon Park and Bickleigh.

Guidance for managing change
Guidance and opportunities to consider within this Character Area are as follows:


Protect the setting and integrity of historical features within the landscape including Boringdon Camp
Iron Age hillfort.



Protect the wider setting to the protected landscape of Dartmoor National Park in the north of the
area. Ensure development does not detract from the special qualities of the Park.



Protect the character of the landscape’s distinctive wooded skylines and other prominent rural sites,
such as the elevated slopes around Lower Upperton and Cann Wood.



Conserve, appropriately manage and enhance the landscape’s valued tracts of ancient and seminatural woodland, wetlands and grasslands, including those designated as County Wildlife Sites.



Pursue opportunities to extend and link woodland, wetland and semi-natural grassland habitats,
including as part of a Green Infrastructure network, utilising native, climate-resilient species.



Explore further opportunities for access and enjoyment of the landscape, including links to the West
Devon Way and areas of open access land at Cann Wood (including as part of future development
proposals).



Ensure that any new development reflects and respects the current scale of the landscape and its
component patterns and features.



Use the landscape’s high levels of tree cover and sloping landform to help screen any new
development or land uses into their landscape setting.
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Landscape sensitivity assessment
Criteria evaluation (*please refer to the criteria definitions set out in Table 3.1 – Chapter 3*)
Criteria

Description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

Mostly elevated and rolling landform, although steep
valleys with streams carve the landscape in the north.

Scale (landform and component landscape
features)

The woodland is located on large scale elevated
plateaux, although the frequent trees offer a human
scale to the landscape.
At Bickleigh Vale the enclosed valley of the upper
reaches of the River Plym results in a smaller scale
landform.

Landscape pattern and complexity (including
sense of time-depth)

The uniform coniferous woodland cover of Cann Wood
and Great Shaugh Wood contrasts with the complex
mosaic of pastoral farmland, streams and woodland.
Industrial and mining heritage features are scattered
throughout the landscape and include disused shafts,
mines and quarries.
Medieval enclosures and Barton fields remain in
several areas across the landscape, including to the
south of Bickleigh and north of Nichol’s Farm.

Perceptual qualities

In the north of the area, there appears to be a
continuation of Dartmoor National Park as the
landscape characters flows across the boundary.
The river valleys are intimate and tranquil and cross
only by minor rural routes.
Cann Wood and Great Shaugh Woods retain a
naturalistic feel and can seem far removed from the
city, with little evidence of human development.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual prominence

The skyline is wooded throughout much of the LCA. In
the wooded areas, the LCA has an enclosed feel, and
seems far removed from the nearby city of Plymouth.

Visual sensitivities and intervisibility

This area is overlooked by Dartmoor National Park
which lies in to the north and east. The elevated, flat
expanse of Cann Wood contrasts with steep slopes
plunging down into intimate stream valleys.
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UF 05: Newham and Hemerdon Wooded Farmland

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location
This area is contained within Devon Landscape Character Areas 46: Plymouth Northern
Wooded Slopes and 52: Southern Dartmoor and Fringes.
This Urban Fringe Sensitivity Area is located to the east of Plymouth and to the north of Plympton.
CA 13: Boringdon Park Farmland borders the area to the south west. This is a mostly rural, pastoral
landscape with frequent areas of woodland. The past and present mining and quarrying activity is
evident in some parts. Some areas possess a continuation of moorland character from Dartmoor.
From higher ground there are views towards Plymouth and intervisibility with land within Dartmoor
National Park. The landscape contains Open Access Land at Crownhill Down.
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Landscape character description16
Key landscape characteristics
Topography, geology and drainage


Mostly elevated, rising to a maximum of 212m AOD at Hemerdon Ball. A valley associated with Tory
Brook (a tributary of the River Plym) runs north-south through the LCA.



Hemerdon Ball is a granite formation and historic tungsten and tin mine.



In addition to Tory Brook, there are is another stream which originates on Dartmoor and flows through
the LCA through Furzeacre Wood towards the River Plym.

Woodland/tree cover


Extensive woodland cover throughout, including coniferous plantations on the slopes and along the
Tory Brook Valley.



Fernhill Wood and Hooksbury Wood in the north west of the LCA are identified as ancient woodland.

Land use and field patterns


Fields generally small to medium size and semi-regular in shape and are mostly pastoral with some
arable usage.



Field boundaries generally wide earth banks with low, species-rich hedgerows and hedgerow trees.



A solar farm is located to the west of Bottle Hill, and there are mica dams located south of Lee Moor
China Clay Works.

Semi-natural habitats


Semi-natural habitats including extensive areas of woodlands, valley-floor wetlands, and unimproved or
semi-improved grasslands.



Valued habitats are designated at Crownhill Down and Hooksbury Wood County Wildlife Sites.

Archaeology and cultural heritage


A landscape shaped by former industrial activity; Hemerdon Ball is a disused quarry site, and there are
other disused quarries, mines and setting beds around Bottle Hill.



The deer park and rabbit warren at Newnham Park are designated as a Scheduled Monument.

Settlement, road pattern and rights of way


The landscape is adjacent to the north east corner of Plympton. Settlement is sparse, consisting of the
hamlets of Hemerdon and Bottle Hill, along with isolated farms.



The B3417 is the main road running through the centre of the area between Plympton and Dartmoor.
Other roads are minor and rural. Old mining tracks are a common feature within the landscape.



Open Access Land is located at Crownhill Down.

Views and perceptual qualities


Forms an elevated backdrop to Plympton and Chaddlewood. There are longer views towards Plymouth
from the higher ground.



In the north of the area the visual relationship with Plymouth is limited.



Dominant views to the Headon China Clay works above, located next to Dartmoor National Park, which
have an industrial influence on the otherwise rural and tranquil landscape.

16

These key characteristics have drawn on the information contained in the published landscape character assessments for South
Hams, with locally-specific detail added for the purposes of this landscape sensitivity assessment. Please refer to the South Hams
Landscape Character Assessment and the relevant Devon Character Area descriptions for further information on landscape character.
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Landscape evaluation
Valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
Designated features and attributes
Biodiversity/geodiversity

CWS, Ancient Woodland




Cultural heritage

Listed Buildings, Scheduled
Monument.

Recreation

Open Access Land





Six CWSs cover a total of 47ha (4.3% of
the Urban Fringe Sensitivity Area).
Ancient Woodland coverage amounts to
43 ha (3.9%)
There are 22 Listed Buildings in the area.
The Scheduled Monument at Newnham
Park Deer Park covers 6ha.
Open Access Land covers 32ha (2.9% of
the Urban Fringe Sensitivity Area).

Summary of valued landscape attributes/sensitive features


Areas of semi-natural woodlands, wetlands and grasslands – including those at Crownhill Down and
Hooksbury Wood County Wildlife Sites.



The wider setting the landscape provides to the protected landscape of Dartmoor National Park
beyond – collectively seen in views from Plymouth.



Elevated wooded ridgelines (e.g. Fernhill Wood) and prominent slopes (e.g. Bottle Hill).



Historical mining and industrial heritage features found throughout the landscape.



The tranquil and rural qualities of the landscape, particularly around the stream valleys and in the
pastoral farmland to the north.

Guidance for managing change
Guidance and opportunities to consider within this Character Area are as follows:


Conserve, appropriately manage and enhance the landscape’s valued tracts of semi-natural
woodland, wetlands and grasslands, including those designated as County Wildlife Sites.



Protect the character and setting of historic features and landscapes, including the nationally
designated Newnham Park.



Protect the wider setting to the nearby protected landscape of Dartmoor National Park. Ensure
development does not detract from the special qualities of the Park.



Pursue opportunities to extend and link woodland, wetland and semi-natural grassland habitats,
including as part of a Green Infrastructure network, utilising native, climate-resilient species.



Explore opportunities to use former quarry areas around Bottle Hill as brownfield sites for
development – but consider their geological, biological and archaeological significance in any
proposals.



Utilise woodland, tree and plantation cover – along with dips in the landform – to help screen new
development or land uses.



Seek to enhance opportunities for access and enjoyment of the landscape.



Consider the landscape’s role as part of the wider setting to northern and western Plymouth –
avoiding the most prominent and elevated locations that are seen collectively with the National Park.
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Landscape sensitivity assessment
Criteria evaluation (*please refer to the criteria definitions set out in Table 3.1 – Chapter 3*)
Criteria

Description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

Dramatic and varied topography, with the valley of
Tory Brook cutting through the western half of the
landscape, and the land rising steeply up at Hemerdon
Ball in the direction of Dartmoor National Park.

Scale (landform and component landscape
features)

Small scale and enclosed in the Tory Brook valley,
with dense tree cover and limited visibility.
More open and exposed around Hemerdon, with less
woodland cover.

Landscape pattern and complexity (including
sense of time-depth)

Varied landscape, with former quarries and mines,
pastoral farmland and wooded valleys.
The field pattern includes fields of medieval origin,
including Barton fields and enclosures based on strip
fields.
Active quarrying operations for tungsten are ongoing
adjacent to Bottle Hill in the east of the area.
Frequent mining and industrial heritage features are
scattered throughout the landscape.

Perceptual qualities

A continuation of the typical Dartmoor landscape
around Hemerdon Ball and the mica dams is evident
and can feel open and exposed.
Within the stream valleys, the landscape is tranquil
and intimate with high levels of enclosure.
The pastoral farmland in the north has a traditional
rural feel with little human development.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual prominence

Elevated wooded and forested skylines are found in
the south of the area (e.g Fernhill Wood).
Prominent western facing slopes are located near
Bottle Hill, forming part of the wider rural backdrop to
northern and eastern Plymouth – rising up to
Dartmoor.

Visual sensitivities and intervisibility

From the higher ground there are long views south
and west towards the city.
The north of the area is adjacent to the boundary of
Dartmoor National Park and is overlooked by the
protected landscape.
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UF 06: Langage Fringe Farmland

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location
This area is located with Devon Landscape Character Areas 45: Plymouth and Modbury
Farmland and 46: Plymouth Northern Wooded Slopes.
This Urban Fringe Sensitivity Area is located immediately adjacent to the east of Plympton. A
transitional landscape, it extends from the urban development of Plympton to the rural countryside
in the east of the area – comprising often intensively managed agricultural land. Views are limited to
those from higher ground, which are focused westwards towards the north of Plymouth. Access to
the landscape via footpaths is very limited.

Plymouth and Plymouth Urban Fringe Landscape and
Seascape Assessment

168

October 2016

Landscape character description17
Key landscape characteristics
Topography, geology and drainage


Gently undulating land with some rounded hills rising to a maximum of 126m AOD.



Mainly underlain by mid Devonian rocks consisting of mudstone and slate with limestone and
sandstone.



Minor streams cross the landscape and several springs flow throughout.

Woodland/tree cover


Frequent trees in hedges form wooded bands across the landscape, which effectively screen existing
development.

Land use and field patterns


Arable-dominated intensively farmed landscape with some pastoral fields.



A large solar farm is located within this landscape, although it is well screened by topography of the
land and tree cover.



Fields generally medium in size and semi-regular in shape, with areas of smaller and less regular fields
– representing earlier enclosures – surviving around Langage Cross.

Semi-natural habitats


Valued ancient woodland habitat is located at Chaddle Wood along the railway line. Hedgerows and
streams provide valued habitats within the farmed landscape.

Archaeology and cultural heritage


The Grade II Hemerdon House, dating from the late 18th century, is located on a parkland estate in the
northernmost part of the landscape. Estate walls are found along the adjacent rural road.

Settlement, road pattern and rights of way


This LCA is located immediately to the east of Chaddlewood and Plympton, and the countryside wraps
around a large industrial estate at Langage Business Park which forms an extension of the urban area.
Settlement within the area is limited to isolated farmsteads.



The A38 forms the southern boundary of the area, whilst the main railway into Plymouth crossed
through the northern section. Associated traffic noise is introduced by these features.



National Cycle Route 2 crosses through the south western corner of the LCA. A pubic footpath is found
adjacent to the railway.

Views and perceptual qualities


From higher ground, there are long views west over the city of Plymouth and to the wooded ridges
within the city. The hospital chimney at Derriford is a prominent feature in views to the north-west.



Less rural and tranquil than the surrounding areas as a result of the landscape’s close proximity to
urban and industrial development and nearby major roads.

17

These key characteristics have drawn on the information contained in the published landscape character assessments for South
Hams, with locally-specific detail added for the purposes of this landscape sensitivity assessment. Please refer to the South Hams
Landscape Character Assessment and the relevant Devon Character Area descriptions for further information on landscape character.
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Landscape evaluation
Valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
Designated features and attributes
Biodiversity/geodiversity

Ancient Woodland

Cultural heritage

Listed Buildings





Ancient Woodland at Chaddle Wood
covers 10ha (1.9% of the Urban Fringe
Sensitivity Area).
There are ten Listed Buildings within this
Urban Fringe Sensitivity Area.

Summary of valued landscape attributes/sensitive features


The setting of the estate parkland around the Grade II listed Hemerdon House.



Ancient woodland along the main railway line into Plymouth.



A network of hedgerows and streams forming locally important habitats in the farmed landscape.



The rural edge the landscape provides to Chaddlewood and Plympton.



Relative levels of tranquillity and rural character on the doorstep of the city.

Guidance for managing change
Guidance and opportunities to consider within this Character Area are as follows:


Protect the setting and integrity of Hemerdon House and the surrounding estate parkland.



Protect and appropriately manage important areas of ancient woodland, hedgerows and trees pursue opportunities to extend habitats, including as part of a Green Infrastructure network, utilising
native, climate-resilient species wherever possible.



Protect the landscape’s function as a green edge between urban development at Chaddlewood and
Plympton and the wider South Hams countryside.



Ensure development respects the scale of the underlying landform, field pattern and existing
landscape features – particularly trees and isolated farmsteads.



Utilise dips in the landform and areas of existing tree cover to screen development.



Conserve locally important perceptions of tranquillity and the landscape’s function as a rural edge to
Plymouth.
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Landscape sensitivity assessment
Criteria evaluation (*please refer to the criteria definitions set out in Table 3.1 – Chapter 3*)
Criteria

Description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

Gently undulating land with some rounded hills rising
to a maximum of 126m AOD. Relatively enclosed
landform, with the surrounding land rising up to
provide a sense of containment.

Scale (landform and component landscape
features)

The simple landform is overlain by small-medium
scale fields, although adjacent industrial development
on the fringes of Chaddlewood introduces larger scale
features. Tree cover provides a sense of human scale
to the landscape

Landscape pattern and complexity (including
sense of time-depth)

Most of this area consists of a mix of arable and
pastoral farmland arranged in medium scale fields
(including some Parliamentary enclosures), creating a
patchwork effect.
There are several areas of woodland which offer
additional texture to the landscape.
Hemerdon House is a Grade II listed historical
building with associated estate parkland in the north
of the area.

Perceptual qualities

Forms an immediate rural fringe and setting to the
urban areas of Chaddlewood and Plympton.
Much of the landscape has a human influence, with
views to development, main road and rail routes and
features including street lighting and paved
walkways.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual prominence

A developed skyline, with a power station chimney
and pylons, although these are generally not widely
prominent due to the low topography.

Visual sensitivities and intervisibility

From the east of the area there are more open views
north towards Dartmoor. The landscape is otherwise
visually enclosed due to the flat, relatively low lying
topography and dense tree cover.
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UF 07: Sherford Fringe Farmland

Representative photographs

Summary of character18 and location
This Urban Fringe Sensitivity Area is found within Devon Landscape Character Area 45:
Plymouth and Modbury Farmland. This Urban Fringe Sensitivity Area is located to the east of
Plympton and Plymstock. Plymouth Character Areas CA 15: South Plympton Farmed Fringes and CA
16: Staddiscombe Farmland Fringe are immediately adjacent to the west. This area of countryside
forms an rural and generally undeveloped edge to Plympton and Plymstock. Views are varied by the
rolling topography, but do allow glimpses to Dartmoor National Park to the north.

18

Please note that permission for 5,500 new dwellings has been granted in this area, but that this has not influenced the information
presented in this profile.
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Landscape character description19
Key landscape characteristics
Topography, geology and drainage


Gently rolling landform forming an irregular pattern of low hills and valleys.



Mainly underlain by mid Devonian rocks (mudstone and slate with limestone and sandstone) with
extensive intrusions of basaltic lava and tuff.



Small streams run through the valleys north-south from Dartmoor to the sea.

Woodland/tree cover


Deciduous woodland in valleys, with occasional blocks of deciduous or coniferous plantation on higher
land.



Numerous smaller woodlands, copses, riparian and hedgerow trees (particularly oaks) enhance the
well-treed appearance of the landscape.

Land use and field patterns


Mostly pastoral farmland, with some pockets of arable, bounded by species rich Devon hedges.



Fields generally medium in size and semi-regular in shape, with areas of smaller and less regular fields
– representing earlier medieval enclosures – surviving around some villages.

Semi-natural habitats


Semi-natural habitats including woodland, wetland and unimproved grassland.

Archaeology and cultural heritage


Wasteberry Camp Iron Age Hillfort is a Scheduled Monument located in the south east of the area.

Settlement, road pattern and rights of way


The landscape is dissected by the A38 in the north. Other roads are rural and narrow yet busy with
traffic (e.g. Stamps Hill).



Settlement consists of isolated farms and small hamlets including West Sherford, East Sherford and
Blackpool20. Buildings are often constructed of stone.



Forms part of the wider countryside setting around Elberton, Plympton St. Maurice and Chaddlewood.



Sparse network of rights of way in the farmed landscape, with some footpaths crossing fields. Small
sections of National Cycle Route 2 and the Erme-Plym Trail cross through the south-east of the
landscape.

Views and perceptual qualities


Rural character despite close proximity to Plymouth.



Secretive, intimate valleys contrasting with the surrounding more open farmland.



Dartmoor National Park provides an important backdrop to the north, creating a strong sense of place.

19

These key characteristics have drawn on the information contained in the published landscape character assessments for South
Hams, with locally-specific detail added for the purposes of this landscape sensitivity assessment. Please refer to the South Hams
Landscape Character Assessment and the relevant Devon Character Area descriptions for further information on landscape character.
20

Please note that permission for 5,500 new dwellings has been granted in this area therefore this key characteristic may change.
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Landscape evaluation
Valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
Designated features and attributes


Biodiversity/geodiversity

Ancient Woodland

Cultural heritage

Listed Buildings, Scheduled
Monument




Ancient woodland coverage amounts to
1ha.
There are five Listed Buildings in the
Urban Fringe Area.
Part of the Wasteberry Camp Scheduled
Monument covers 3ha.

Summary of valued landscape attributes/sensitive features


The Scheduled Monument of Wasteberry Camp Iron Age Hillfort, situated in an elevated position on
the south-eastern skyline.



Important semi-natural habitats including deciduous woodland, streams and areas of unimproved
grassland.



The rural setting and wooded skylines the northern part of the landscape provides to Plympton St.
Maurice.



The historic field pattern often based on strip fields and Barton fields.

Guidance for managing change
Guidance and opportunities to consider within this Character Area are as follows:


Protect the setting and integrity of Wasteberry Camp Iron Age Hillfort located in the south east of the
area.



Conserve and appropriately manage tracts of semi-natural habitat within the farmed landscape,
including deciduous woodland, unimproved grasslands, hedgerows and streams.



Pursue opportunities to extend and link habitats, including as part of a Green Infrastructure network,
utilising locally prevalent, climate-resilient woodland and tree species wherever possible.



Avoid siting development in visually prominent locations such as the elevated hill slopes and wooded
skylines overlooking Plympton St. Maurice in the north of the area.



Ensure development and new land uses respect the scale of the underlying landform, field pattern
and existing landscape features such as trees and hedges.



Seek to enhance opportunities for access and enjoyment of the landscape, including new public rights
of way (e.g. linking to the National Cycle Route 2 and the Erme-Plym Trail).



Protect the landscape’s role as a rural setting to south-east Plymouth, with strong rural qualities and
relative levels of tranquillity21.

21

Please note that permission for 5,500 new dwellings has been granted in this area – therefore this guidance point may need to be
re-considered once this development is present in the landscape.
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Landscape sensitivity assessment
Criteria evaluation (*please refer to the criteria definitions set out in Table 3.1 – Chapter 3*)
Criteria

Description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

Gently rolling topography, with low hills and relatively
wide valleys.

Scale (landform and component landscape
features)

Landform is of a mixed scale, with the more open,
large-scale rolling farmland contrasting with the
intimate stream valleys. Overlain by a medium scale
field pattern, which is often smaller around the
farmhouses and hamlets. Frequent tree cover
provides a human scale to the landscape.

Landscape pattern and complexity (including
sense of time-depth)

Primarily mixed pastoral and arable farmland of
varying scales, with smaller fields in the valleys and
around farms, some of which are based on medieval
enclosures and strip fields and Barton fields.
Trees along slopes and within hedgerows add texture
to the landscape.
The Iron Age Hillfort located in the south east of the
area creates a sense of time depth.

Perceptual qualities

The landscape provides a rural edge to the
settlement of Plympton, with the ridge to the south
creating wooded skylines. The landscape is less
tranquil in the north and south west with traffic noise
from the A38 and the A379.
Elsewhere the landscape is traditionally rural with
little development excepting isolated farms and
hamlets.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual prominence

Some of the rounded hill summits (reaching a
maximum of 100 metres AOD in the north) form
locally distinctive skylines, whilst the stream valleys
being visually enclosed. In the north, some of the
slopes overlooking Plympton St. Maurice form a
prominent wooded skyline backdrop.
Wastebury Camp hillfort creates a distinctive historic
feature on the skyline in the south-east.

Visual sensitivities and intervisibility

Trees along the slopes above Plymton St. Maurice
create a sense of visual containment to the
settlement.
From some of the more open, elevated areas there
are views north to Dartmoor National Park.
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UF 08: South Plymouth Coastal Plateau

Representative photographs

Summary of character and location
This Urban Fringe Sensitivity Area mainly falls within the wider Devon Character Area 47:
Plymouth Sound Eastern Plateau, with a small part in the east within 45: Plymouth and
Modbury Farmland.
This area is adjacent to Plymouth CA 16: Staddiscombe Farmland Fringe, CA 17: Staddon Heights
Coastal Farmland, CA 18: Jennycliff and CA 30: Outer Plymouth Sound. This farmed landscape is
open and exposed, with large fields, little tree cover and long views out to sea and across the Sound,
although within the combes enclosure is afforded by the topography and trees.
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Landscape character description22
Key landscape characteristics
Topography, geology and drainage


Elevated land with a rolling topography underlain by Middle Devonian slates with the more resistant
Dartmouth Slate with Staddon Grits forming cliffs to the west.



Landscape drained by small streams creating intersecting valleys that drain into the sea forming coastal
combes.

Woodland/tree cover


Sparsely wooded plateau with grown-out, wind-sculpted hedgerow trees contrasting with greater
concentration of woodland in the sheltered combes.

Land use and field patterns


Mixture of regular modern and Parliamentary fields of medium to large scale, with smaller fields on
valley slopes.

Semi-natural habitats


Nature conservation interest associated with coastal grassland; patches of gorse, bracken and scrub on
steep slopes and cliff tops; ancient semi-natural and broadleaved woodlands in sheltered locations and
species rich grasslands on steeper valley sides.

Archaeology and cultural heritage


Defensive structures on elevated promontories overlooking Plymouth Sound, including part of the
Scheduled Monument of Brownhill Battery, dating from the 1860s.

Settlement, road pattern and rights of way


Settlement mostly consists of dispersed farmsteads, with linear development along Wembury Road.



Narrow, rural roads cross this area, providing access from the urban areas around Plymstock to the
south facing coast.



The Erme-Plym trail crosses through the north east of the area.

Views and perceptual qualities


Sense of isolation, tranquillity and remoteness in places away from settlement enhanced by natural
qualities of the coast.



Distinctive views across Plymouth Sound over to Mount Edgcumbe and the Rame Head area of Cornwall
AONB.



Vast majority of the area is contained within the South Devon AONB and a section in the south east is
covered by the South Devon Heritage Coast.

22

These key characteristics have drawn on the information contained in the published landscape character assessments for South
Hams, with locally-specific detail added for the purposes of this landscape sensitivity assessment. Please refer to the South Hams
Landscape Character Assessment and the relevant Devon Character Area descriptions for further information on landscape character.
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Landscape evaluation
Valued landscape attributes/sensitive features
Designated features and attributes
Landscape

AONB

Biodiversity/geodiversity

SAC, SSSI, CWS, Ancient
Woodland







Cultural heritage

Listed Buildings, Scheduled
Monument, Registered
Park and Garden,





Recreation

Long distance footpaths



97% of the Urban Fringe Sensitivity Area
is within South Devon AONB.
Plymouth Sound and Estuaries SAC
covers 1ha (0.2%).
Plymouth Sound Shores and Cliffs SSSI
covers 1ha (0.2%).
Four CWS collectively cover 57ha
(12.8%).
Ancient Woodland coverage amounts to
9ha (2%).
There are six Listed Buildings in the
Urban Fringe Sensitivity Area.
The Staddon Heights Defences Scheduled
Monument is partially in this area and
covers 6ha (1.3%).
Langdon Court Hotel Registered Park and
Garden covers 4ha (0.9%).
The South West Coast Path and ErmePlym trail cross through this area.

Summary of valued landscape attributes/sensitive features


The nationally important Scheduled Monument of Staddon Heights Defences (Brownhill Battery).



Valued tracts of semi-natural habitat, including coastal grasslands, patches of gorse, bracken and
scrub, ancient semi-natural and broadleaved woodlands, and species rich grasslands.



The special landscape qualities of the South Devon AONB which covers most of this area, as well as
the character and setting of the South Devon Heritage Coast.



The distinctive views across Plymouth Sound (CAs 29 and 30) to Cornwall from the higher elevations
and the intervisibility with Cornwall AONB and the wider South Devon AONB.



The open and undeveloped visually prominent skylines.

Guidance for managing change
Guidance and opportunities to consider within this Character Area are as follows:


Protect the setting and integrity of Brownhill Battery, part of the wider Staddon Heights Defences
Scheduled Monument.



Conserve and appropriately manage tracts of semi-natural habitat within the farmed landscape,
including ancient and semi-natural valley woodlands, unimproved grasslands, scrub and hedgerows.



Pursue opportunities to extend and link habitats, including as part of a Green Infrastructure network,
utilising locally prevalent, climate-resilient woodland and tree species wherever possible.



In open parts of the landscape, utilise existing or new Devon hedges (consistent in terms of species
composition) to screen any new development or land uses in the open landscape, linking with other
habitats to form a connected wildlife network.



Utilise dips in the plateau and the enclosed wooded valley landforms to help screen any new

development.


Protect the character and setting of the South Devon Heritage Coast, as well as the landscape’s role
as a rural backdrop to Plymouth Sound/southern rural gateway into the city of Plymouth.



Protect the special qualities of the South Devon AONB, including the iconic wide, unspoilt and
expansive panoramic views. Ensure development does not detract from the special qualities of the
AONB.



Avoid siting new development on the currently undeveloped skyline and most elevated parts of the
plateau.



Protect important sites of intervisibility between the Cornwall and South Devon AONBs, particularly
elevated locations in the west of the area.

Landscape sensitivity assessment
Criteria evaluation (*please refer to the criteria definitions set out in Table 3.1 – Chapter 3*)
Criteria

Description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

Elevated and exposed plateau tops, cut by numerous
forked stream valleys.

Scale (landform and component landscape
features)

Large scale plateau tops contrast with the steep and
enclosed stream valleys; here dense tree coverage
further emphasises their small scale.

Landscape pattern and complexity (including
sense of time-depth)

Large, open arable fields on the hill slopes and tops
cover much of the landscape, with variation provided
by smaller scale pastoral fields where the land slopes
towards the valleys. Trees and woodlands within the
valleys, along with hedgerows throughout, bring
texture to the farmed landscape. Historic buildings,
and the defences associated with Staddon Heights
Scheduled Monument create a sense of time depth.

Perceptual

Open and exposed on higher ground, contrasting with
the intimate and tranquil stream valleys. The
landscape is rural throughout, with development
restricted to small historic villages and scattered
farmsteads.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual prominence

Undeveloped, elevated and open skylines on the
higher slopes and hill tops with limited tree cover.
Prominent in views from the waters of Plymouth
Sound (CAs 29 and 30) and the Rame Head section
of Cornwall AONB.
The stream valleys are more hidden from views as a
result of their enclosure and low lying topography.

Visual sensitivities and intervisibility

There are high levels of intervisibility between the
Cornwall AONB to the west and the wider South
Devon AONB. There are also views across the wider
South Hams countryside from higher elevations.

Appendix 1 : Key characteristics for Character
Types found in Plymouth

Key characteristics for the Character Types found within Plymouth’s landscape and seascape
Character Type

Summary key characteristics
1: PLATEAUX AND RIDGES

1B: Open coastal plateaux



High, open plateaux, dissected or separated by combes and river valleys.

Relevant to the following Character Areas:



Windblown vegetation.



CA 16: Staddiscombe Farmland Fringe



Regular medium to large field pattern.



CA 17: Staddon Heights Coastal Farmland



Stone boundary walls, dense low hedges (often elm) with occasional hedgerow oaks.



Mixed land use, mainly pastoral or arable.



Little woodland or limited deciduous woodland.



Few roads but many rights of way.



Very low or low settlement density.



Influence of geology on landform and/or soil colour.



Extensive views along coast.
3: VALLEYS

3A: Upper farmed and wooded valley slopes



Undulating or rolling upper valley slopes.

Relevant to the following Character Area:



Pastoral farmland, with a wooded appearance, and arable cultivation on lower slopes.





Small to medium size fields with irregular boundaries.



Deciduous woods and copses, especially on hilltops and upper slopes.



Very wide, usually low, species-rich hedges with many hedgerow trees.



Dispersed settlement pattern of isolated farms and small villages.



Very winding narrow lanes.



An intimate and intricate landscape with wider views often restricted by vegetation.



Frequently remote and tranquil with little modern development.

CA 13: Borington Park Farmland

Character Type

Summary key characteristics

3B: Lower rolling farmland and settled valley
slopes



Gently rolling lower valley slopes.



Pastoral farmland, with a wooded appearance.



Variable field patterns and sizes with either wide, low boundaries and irregular patterns or
small fields with medium to tall boundaries and a regular pattern.



Many hedgerow trees, copses and streamside tree rows.



Settled, with varied settlement size, building ages and styles, sometimes with unity of
materials in places through use of stone.



Presence of leisure-related development often associated with coast.



Winding, often narrow sunken lanes with very tall earth banks. Main roads may dominate
locally.



Streams and ditches.



Some parts tranquil and intimate all year round, except near main transport routes.



Enclosed and sheltered landscape and wider views often restricted by vegetation.

3E: Lowland plains



Level to gently sloping or rolling plain.

Relevant to the following Character Areas:



Mixed farmland with other land uses, possibly extractive industry or commercial
development.



Orchards sometimes common.



Settlement pattern varies according to location, from sparsely to densely settled, with a
mixed pattern of villages and hamlets.



Regular or irregular medium to large scale field pattern.



Local dominance of stone as building material, but great variety of materials and styles
throughout.



Variable woodland pattern, sometimes with small discrete woodlands, large plantations,
hilltop beech clumps or linear amenity planting.



Roadside hedges. Hedgerow trees may be sparse or dominant.



Variable highway network from sparse to major roads.



Long views variable in quality, sometimes marred by pylons and communication masts.

Relevant to the following Character Area


CA 08: Tamerton Foliot Farmland and Porsham
Wooded Valley



CA 15: South Plympton Farmed Fringes



CA 16: Staddiscombe Farmland Fringe

Character Type

Summary key characteristics


Surprising feeling of remoteness in some parts.



High slopes often forming undulating or rounded hillforms to either side of small narrow
valleys, sometimes with exposed rock faces.



Pastoral cultivation in regular and irregular small to medium scale fields with hedgerows
and localised market gardening.



Variable woodland. Broadleaved woodland found on lower slopes with scrub, often in
discrete small woods or extending to water’s edge. Conifer plantations sometimes extend
over whole valley sides.



Scattering of hamlets or farmsteads, sometimes with large riverside settlement.



Sparse road network.



Ancient stone bridges.



Often extensive recreational use.



Extensive views over river valleys.

3H: Secluded valleys



Steep valley landform with narrow valley floor in the lower reaches of each valley.

Relevant to the following Character Areas:



A topography which helps to enclose and separate these areas from the wider landscape.



CA 08: Tamerton Foliot Farmland and Porsham
Wooded Valley





CA 10: Plymbridge Wooded Valley

Secluded character due to the enclosing topography and complex network of narrow
sunken lanes enclosed by high hedge-banks which contain views across fields and out to
the surrounding landscape.



Complex and irregular small scale pattern of hedge-banks and lanes, which separate small
woodlands, orchards and areas of permanent pasture.



Lanes and fields are often damp and species rich with small streams, overhanging trees
and small scale enclosure.

3G: River valley slopes and combes
Relevant to the following Character Areas:


CA 16: Staddiscombe Farmland Fringe



CA 21: Tamerton Lake and Wooded Fringes

4: COAST
4A: Estuaries



Extensive, wide, shallow area of mudflats, sand banks, marshes or large sandy bays,
inundated by salt water at high tide.



Estuary edge often defined by ridges, valley slopes, lowland headlands, cliffs and rock
outcrops.



Degree of enclosure and shelter dependent upon scale.

Relevant to the following Character Areas:


CA 19: Hooe Lake and Radford Wooded Valley



CA 20: Barne Barton Fringe and Kinterbury

Character Type

Summary key characteristics

Creek



Low accessibility but well used for water-related recreation.



CA 21: Tamerton Lake and Wooded Fringes



Unsettled.



CA 22: Lower River Tavy



Major road crossings sometimes present.



CA 23: Middle River Tamar



Mainly tranquil except close to settlements and major roads.



CA 24: Hamoaze





CA 25: St John’s and Millbrook Lake

Strong sensory characteristics: colour and texture of habitats, smell of mudflats, birdcalls,
sight of sunlight reflecting off water.



CA 28: Plym Estuary/Laira


Flat land usually bordering an estuary or within a floodplain, based on alluvial or tidal
deposits



Vegetation influenced by coastal conditions with some hedges but limited tree cover.



Agricultural land with little or no buildings although some land may have been reclaimed
for other uses, such as recreation or transport.



Proximity of roads and settlements in adjoining areas reduces tranquillity



Flat, expansive landscape with ‘big skies’.



Land drainage regimes have a distinct influence on vegetation character, with local
variations evident below the tidal limit (marine levels) and above (coastal plains).



Marine levels comprise mainly wet pastures, reclaimed grazing marsh enclosed by reedfringed, often brackish, drainage ditches and streams providing habitats with high
biodiversity value and strong sensory characteristics: colour and texture of habitats, smell
of mudflats, birdcalls, sight of sunlight reflecting off ditches and pools along with seasonal
inundation. Informal recreational use sometimes evident.



Coastal plains comprise arable fields with a notable absence of drainage ditches and
historically significant field pattern.

4H: Cliffs



Steeply sloping cliffs, near-vertical in places, sometimes heavily incised.

Relevant to the following Character Area:



Narrow beaches, small stony coves or rocky foreshore at foot of cliffs.





Accessible only along cliff top paths or in some places along shore.



Unsettled or very sparsely settled on less steep slopes.



Scrub or coastal grassland on less steep landward slopes.

4B: Marine levels and coastal plains
Relevant to the following Character Area:


CA 04: Ernesettle

CA 18: Jennycliff and Rams Cliff

Character Type

Summary key characteristics


Variable geology, rock faces and visible geological features, sometimes with landslips
evident.



Extensive views along coastline and out to sea.



Exposed and sometimes wild with dominant marine influence.

4J: Harbours, ports and marinas



Expanses of open water located adjacent to the shore/coast.

Relevant to the following Character Areas:



Extensive mooring facilities with berths for different types and sizes of vessel.



CA 27: Cattewater and Sutton Harbour



Busy waters with frequent boat traffic travelling to and from these areas.



CA 29: Inner Plymouth Sound



Dredged to allow the passage of large vessels.



Wharves give an industrial character where present.



Often historic in origin, with a wealth of maritime heritage associated with the ports and
harbours.

4K: Outer harbour/port approaches



Large boats often seen anchored and waiting for tugs to guide them into harbour.

Relevant to the following Character Area:



Transitional areas, with both views out to open sea and towards harbours and their
associated settlements.



Open and more exposed to the conditions of the sea when compared with the shelter of
harbour.



Frequent markers located on the sea surface indicate channels and hazards below the
surface of the water.



Often have a strong connection with coastal headlands, which may include historic defence
sites/fortifications.



CA 30: Outer Plymouth Sound

6: OFFSHORE ISLANDS
6: Offshore Islands



Small offshore island, either inhabited or uninhabited.

Relevant to the following Character Area:



Strong geological influence on island form, including cliffs and rocky foreshore.





Vegetation on larger islands is strongly influenced by maritime conditions and exposure to
prevailing winds, with coastal grassland and scrub with sparse, stunted trees and no
hedges.



Grazed pasture and scrub, divided by post-and-wire fences or stone walls.

CA 26: Drake’s Island

Character Type

Summary key characteristics


Paths or tracks and open access land on larger islands; no highway network.
7: URBAN

7A: Wooded valleys



Steep sided valleys, often associated with a stream or river.

Relevant to the following Character Areas:



Adjacent to dense urban development and extensively used for recreation.



CA 03: King’s Tamerton and Weston Mill
Wooded Valleys



Dense tree cover, with a mixture of semi-natural deciduous and plantation woodland.



Often designated for nature conservation purposes.



CA 05: Budshead and Woodland Woods





CA 07: Cann and Whitley Woods

Form a naturalistic haven and an ‘escape’ from urban development, there is frequently a
contrast between the sound of birdsong and traffic.



CA 09: Southway Wooded Valley



Create distinctive wooded backdrops to adjacent settlements.



CA 11: Derriford Farmland and Bircham
Wooded Valley



CA 12: Forder Wooded Valley and Efford Marsh



CA 19: Hooe Lake and Radford Wooded Valley



CA 20: Barne Barton Fringe and Kinterbury
Creek


Estate parkland with frequent specimen trees and tracts of woodland.



Designed children’s play areas are a common feature.



Isolated buildings including both former estate buildings and more modern buildings such
as stalls offering refreshments or sports equipment hire.

7B: Designed parkland/wooded amenity
grasslands
Relevant to the following Character Areas:


CA 01: Central Park



CA 02: Devonport and Victoria Parks



Buildings associated with estates are usually historically important.



CA 03: King’s Tamerton and Weston Mill
Wooded Valley



Popular sites for informal recreation.



May also comprise cemeteries and their associated manicured grounds.



CA 06: Manadon Wooded Parkland



CA 14: Saltram Park and Hardwick Wood



CA 19: Hooe Lake and Radford Wooded Valley


Flat and open landscapes.

7C: Formal recreation grounds/pitches

Character Type

Summary key characteristics

Relevant to the following Character Areas:



Marked out sports pitches, sometimes enclosed by large scale fencing.



Devonport and Victoria Parks



Limited tree cover, with trees found on the edges of pitches.



Barne Barton Fringe and Kinterbury Creek



Where elevation of the land allows, there are sometimes extensive views.



Manadon Wooded Parkland

7D: Urban fringe farmland



Remnant farmland, often adjacent to dense urban development.

Relevant to the following Character Areas:



Patches of woodland, scrub, hedgerows and rough grassland form semi-natural habitats.



CA 04: Ernesettle



Horse paddocks are a common feature.



CA 11: Derriford Farmland and Bircham
Wooded Valley



Settlement is sparse and consists of isolated farm buildings.



Field boundary hedges are often supplemented by fencing and pony tape.

