
 
 

 

Boundary Stones on Plymouth Extensions: see PPP series BSPCX 
 

The major boundary extension of 1896, and those of 1897 and 1898 

 

Plymouth extended its area by a third in 1896, after a campaign over several years and two 

Parliamentary fights. The move was part of the programme of reform by the Liberals on the Town 

Council. Sir Joseph Bellamy was the Chairman of the Borough Extension Committee supported by 

Plymouth’s young and able Town Clerk J. H. Ellis. It was in J. T. Bond’s 1896 mayoralty that agreement 

was reached and he proceeded to announce a civic holiday for the school children as well as the gift of 

boundary extension medals and, with a nod to the ceremonial of Beating the Bounds, fruit buns.  

 
One significant area of extension in 1896 was the inclusion of Millbay Docks, thus legitimising 

Plymouth’s earlier claim to a boundary line from Rusty Anchor to Eastern King - see below for the 

problem stones on Eastern King. East Stonehouse was unaffected, remaining independent and outside 

the Borough of Plymouth until the amalgamation of the Three Towns in 1914.  

 

The main changes in 1896 were to the north of Plymouth where land was taken from Pennycross and 

Compton Gifford, and to the east where land was taken which had been non-parochial at Laira and 

Lower Mount Gould. This included the reclaimed land formed by the privately owned Embankment 

Company, which had built the Embankment and the toll road along it. The area of most contention was 

Compton Gifford where many Plymouth business and professional people lived. Here, residents, led by 
R. N. Worth, were opposed to the scheme due to the threat of increased rates. Unsurprisingly the 

Plymouth civic procession on 14th October 1896 was not openly welcomed on its route through the 

ancient Tything of Compton Gifford. Furthermore, as reported in the Western Daily Mercury the next 

day: “In the added districts many of the old boundary stones were seen to have been displaced by others 

bearing the Plymouth town arms and the initials of its Mayor.” 

 

A total of nine “1896” stones with J. T. Bond’s name remain on the 

line of the extension from Peverell to Hartley, and then via Efford 

Road to Laira (see BSPCX 1 to BSPCX 13). The stone shown, left, 

is on the extended boundary at Old Laira Road and is BSPCX 3. 

 

During Bond’s Mayoralty, the Town agreed to buy the Laira Bridge 

from Lord Morley and, in 1897, the appropriate local Act was passed 

and the purchase completed in the Mayoralty of C. H. Radford. The 

intention was to free the bridge from all tolls. Two Plymouth 

boundary stones on the east end of the old Laira Bridge with C. H. 

Radford’s name and the year 1897 marked the new foothold of the 

Borough on the Plymstock side of the Plym - one stone survives near 

the site of the old Laira Bridge, at The Ride: BSPCX 19. 

http://bit.ly/15j8Idt
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A further boundary revision took place in 1898 when the Borough 

acquired the waters of the Cattewater and the foreshore from Laira 

Bridge around to Oreston, as well as some additional territory to 

the north of the town from Pennycross. This took the northern 

boundary up to what is now Outland Road opposite the present 

Devonport High School for Girls. A 1900 granite stone of Plymouth 

Mayor John Pethick (BSPCX 17) stands there (see left). It is 

located alongside the Devonport stone dated 1898 (BSDBX 1), 

placed there by Mayor William Hornbrook after the Devonport 

boundary extension of that year. On the opposite side of the road is 

a Stoke Damerel stone (BSDB 8) showing the original limit of the 

parish/manor and of Devonport Borough.  

 

 

Pair of stones on the Plymouth Boundary Extension posing a problem of interpretation: 

The two stones on Eastern King 

 

The line across Millbay from Eastern King towards Rusty 

Anchor is a Plymouth boundary shown on maps from 

1820. The larger leaning stone shown below is on the 

raised foreshore and can also be seen in the view from 

Eastern King to Rusty Anchor at West Hoe (see right). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The larger stone (BSPCX 16) is clearly a Plymouth stone with an inscribed date of 1860 and the 

initials of the then mayor John Burnell. The number inscribed of XXXV corresponds with the 

numbering on the 1848 Borough Boundary Stones map for the location, which also clearly shows the 

boundary line across the mouth of Millbay. However the stone poses an unexpected problem by its 

date. A court case of 1859 held that the Plymouth Guardians could not lay claim to Millbay so as to 

rate the Great Western Dock Company on their quays and wharfs because under the 1439 Charter 

the Plymouth boundary did not support that interpretation. However, the stone remained in situ on 

the shoreline and remained on the route for the Beating of the Bounds. The Western Daily Mercury of 

9th October 1886 reported on that year’s event. The steamer taking the civic party headed from West 

Hoe Pier and: “… at once made for the point at which the ceremony of touching the bounds really begins. 

The point is marked by a stone inserted in the rocks under the Prince of Wales’s redoubt, at a spot known as 

the Eastern King. The stone bears the inscription “J.B., 1860”… The bow of the boat having been “bumped” 

against the rock at Eastern King, her course was altered…to Mr Shelly’s stone at Rusty Anchor.” 

 

In 1896 Millbay came within the Borough, by Act of Parliament as part of the Plymouth boundary 

extension.   
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The fragment of stone to the right of the 1860 stone is also limestone. It is badly weathered but 

appears to be dated 1813 (or possibly 1843) and to have at least one X incised below that, as part of a 

larger number. Because of this numbering, there are arguments for considering it to be a Plymouth 

stone and as such the predecessor of the 1860 stone; neither the Stonehouse Manor stones, nor those 

of East Stonehouse are numbered. However, the evidence is not conclusive and as the site is on the 

seaward boundary of East Stonehouse, for the purpose of this survey the fragment has been treated as 

a Stonehouse boundary stone (See: BSES 3).  

 

 

Further reading on the Eastern King stones 

 

E. Masson Phillips in his list in the Transactions of the Devonshire Association, Vol 117 (1985) includes the 

two stones in his Plymouth list without comment (Masson Phillips Nos. 17 and 18).  

 

Nicholas Casley in his Old Plymouth Society publication The Medieval Incorporation of Plymouth and a 

Survey of the Borough’s Bounds (1997) does not list the stones as being on the medieval boundary but 

does discuss the “Estkyng” boundary location at pages 76-77, along with the disputed history of the 

Millbay boundary. The earlier authority on the topic is R. N. Worth in his History of Plymouth (second 

edition, 1890). 


