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In this issue ~ 

Green Minds 

Our last newsletter was written in January 2019, so we felt it was time to give 

a long overdue update on everything that’s been going on around Poole Farm, 

at the heart of Derriford Community Park in Plymouth. 

It’s a strange atmosphere at the farm since we had to close our gate to all  

visitors due to the Covid-19 lockdown. Normally, at this time of year the site 

would be alive with the sounds of children on school visits, groups exploring 

and enjoying nature, and volunteers busy gardening, surveying and drinking 

tea! As staff, we miss all this activity (and so do our animals) and we can’t wait 

until we can see you again.  

There are exciting times ahead for us, particularly due to Plymouth City 

Council leading on a successful application to ERDF Urban Innovative Actions 

to fund ‘Green Minds’ - a new city wide project focusing on urban rewilding, 

in partnership with Plymouth University, Real Ideas Organisation, Plymouth 

College of Art, Devon Wildlife Trust, The Data Place and National Trust. 

Derriford Community Park is one of the project’s key investment sites and 

this funding will contribute towards our beaver reintroduction plans as well as 

creating a regional hub for learning about the environment and the ways that 

nature can help all of us.  

Find out more about Green Minds here ~ 

https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/parksnatureandgreenspaces/parksprojects/greenminds   

We hope you enjoy reading the latest news from Poole Farm and we look 

forward to seeing you all again soon. For even more nature themed updates, 

check out the Poole Farm (@PooleFarmProject) and Nature Plymouth 

(@NaturePlymouth) Facebook pages! Bee swarm at Poole Farm, April 2020 

https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/parksnatureandgreenspaces/parksprojects/greenminds
https://www.facebook.com/PooleFarmProject/
https://www.facebook.com/NaturePlymouth/
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Bees   

There's an old English saying that a swarm in May is worth a bale of hay, and swarm in 

June is worth a silver spoon, but a swarm in July isn't worth a pig's eye. We haven't done 

too badly so far this year if this saying is true, as we’ve had two swarms already and  

successfully caught one.  A swarm of bees is an impressive sight indeed and a very special 

and harmless spectacle of nature and is how honeybees reproduce. The old queen is 

slimmed down for flight then half the bees and honey take to the air to find a new home. 

It may seem like the bees are abandoning their old hive but the other half of the bees 

and honey are left with a few queens cells ready to hatch and take over the colony. One 

little known fact about the queen honeybee is she can sting more than once  

whereas her daughters alas only have one sting, this is so she can commit regicide against 

her yet to hatch sister queens, as there can only be one queen in the hive. Who knew 

honeybees could be so Game of Thrones!      

We aim to have around 10 colonies at the farm over two apiary sites, and just like any  

other animal they need care, maintenance, and feeding. We sell a limited number of  

nucleus colonies in the spring, and run the rest of the hives to produce honey during the 

main summer honey flow - we only ever take surplus honey and always leave the girls with 

enough stores for winter. We believe in breeding locally adapted, hygienic, healthy, and 

happy bees, and we value their impact on local biodiversity as mini ecosystem engineers,  

pollinating our orchard at the farm as well our native wildflower meadows and trees.   

During the lockdown period we’ve mainly focused on preventing our ladies from swarming by giving them 

more space to draw out honeycomb and fill it with spring nectar which the bees then convert into honey 

by evaporating most of the water out, thus honey’s antibacterial properties.   

At this time of year, it's also important to find and mark our queens to firstly make 

them easier to find but also to check she's happy and healthy and importantly laying 

eggs! Our newest queen is ‘Queen Zzziggy’ and she is marked blue for 2020 - this is 

done using chalk pens and is harmless to them.   

Although the current fight against Covid-19 prevents us from doing tours of the apiary or school visits, 

we still have lovely honey for sale and beeswax products so do get in contact via our Facebook page 

@PooleFarmProject or email derrifordcp@plymouth.gov.uk if you would like to buy some. 

Pigs 

Last year marked a new venture for Poole Farm. We bought three English Lop 

pigs which stayed with us until they were ready to go into the food chain. This 

was a great success and in October they left site and returned as sausages and 

chops. This process was a learning curve for all of us and gave everyone an  

insight into the providence of food. It was wonderful for us to be able to  

provide them with an active, outdoor life. This free range meat was sold to 

over a hundred different people.  

This year we have repeated the process but have opted for five Gloucestershire 

Old Spots. Instead of their area being moved onto a new patch of grass every 

week, they have permanent access to over an acre of pasture. This is something we 

are proud of at the farm as only 3% of UK pigs spend their entire life outdoors. We 

have also set up a water harvesting system using our barn roof, so their entire  

water source is sustainable, collected rainwater.  

There will be sausages, bacon, chops and joints available from the end of summer 

so please contact us if you’d like to reserve an order.  

Queen cells 

https://www.facebook.com/PooleFarmProject/
mailto:derrifordcp@plymouth.gov.uk
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Goats and Cattle 

If your house overlooks Poole Farm, you’ll notice our four goats have been  

enjoying sunbathing and munching on the bramble and gorse while roaming the 

Seaton Valley fields. They spent the winter indoors as they’re prone to getting 

problems with their hooves if they’re constantly on wet ground, so they were 

very excited to be back outside enjoying the sunny weather!   

At the end of May, the goats were joined by 

three South Devon and two Angus cross  

cattle, who’ll be conservation grazing the fields over summer. This will 

help the wildflowers thrive and not be outcompeted by grasses.   Guiding the cows into Greater Forder field 27.5.20 

Smallies 

It’s been a time of change in the Poole Farm Small Animal Unit, because there are  

exciting plans afoot due to the planned development of Derriford Community Park.  

As our Animal Care learning partnership with Duchy College came to an end in  

September 2019, we’ve been looking forward for effective ways to use the Old Dairy 

building and how to evolve the ways that different groups can interact with all of the 

animals here at the farm.  

The rabbits have recently found a lovely new home and are rumoured to be settling in 

very well, enjoying lots of fuss and outside space for frolicking and digging - we bet 

they’re always finding new ways to get into trouble!  

We also have a bit of sad news as Remy the rat left us peacefully is his sleep one night recently. He was 

elderly in rat-years and hadn’t enjoyed human company much since his brother Roland died but we’ll  

remember all the cheeky fun they had together.  

This means that it’s just the guinea pigs left in the animal unit, although it’s never too quiet with them 

around (especially if they suspect it might be dinner time)! They will soon be  

going to a caring new home where they can enjoy their retirement years. We’re 

all going to miss the smallies, but are looking forward to exciting times ahead. 

Thank you to our wonderful group of work experience students, who have been 

joining us on Thursdays and have taken on a lot of the weekly duties to keep the 

Animal Unit running smoothly and the animals in tip-top health and condition. 

We know that many of you are missing the farm while Covid-19 restrictions are 

in place, and we hope to be able to welcome you all back as soon as it’s safe.   

Chickens 

The chickens have recently been treated to a new coop, built from scratch with 

the help of our volunteers. The aim of the design was to make a homely place 

for the chickens to roost, as well as being easy to keep clean and prevent any 

pests. Rumour has it that the coop has been dubbed ‘Trump tower’ in a nod to 

our enormous Cockerel Donald - he definitely rules the roost but that’s where 

the similarities in personality end as he is very quiet and gentle.    

At the end of last year we were also able to double the size of the chicken enclosure 

with some new electric fencing, so they are truly free range (and safe from the foxes)! It 

took them a little while to realise their new found freedoms but they are certainly  

enjoying it now. They don’t mind sharing the space with a stand of apiaries, but recently 

they have also been joined by a new pheasanty friend who seems to be a bit less  

welcome as a housemate - he was last seen shouting noisily, stealing food and fighting 

with his own reflection in their coop mirror!   
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Alpacas 

There is an atmosphere of anticipation at the farm, as we are all waiting with baited 

breath for a very exciting addition for 2020, four alpacas! These woolly, fringy 

friends will be lent to us by a lady from North Devon who has been looking for 

somewhere for them to graze. We hope that they will become an integral part of 

the farm over time, with visiting groups perhaps even being able to walk them on 

the tracks and footpaths around the Community Park.  

One bonus of our little herd might also be that they can help protect our chickens, 

as a fox has recently been scoping out the security of their enclosure and coop 

(unsuccessfully so far!). Alpacas are naturally curious and will check out any threat, 

although apparently even the smell of them is enough to keep foxes away.  

In preparation for their arrival, Joe has been working very hard to ensure that they have a safe and secure 

area to graze. This has included over 100m of new fencing and a wonderful shelter which even includes a 

water harvesting system to help with watering the garden sustainably.  

Caring for alpacas also requires some different skills to usual livestock care. In January, volunteers Gem 

and Alison, as well as apprentice Anna, went along to an Alpaca Husbandry course at a farm near 

Ilfracombe. It was a really interesting and informative day, where we covered  

everything from diet and supplements to herding and foot trimming and ended the 

day helping to train some younger alpacas with a halter-led assault course!   

Alpaca fact:   

‘Alpaca’ is the name given to the domesticated version of the Vicuña, which is a 

wild camelid that lives high in the Andes. They were first domesticated by the  

Incas over 6,000 years ago’.  

Garden 

The productive garden is a continual work in progress, with some really  

wonderful additions for this year. We recently acquired a greenhouse, sourced 

by Joe and painstakingly cleaned and assembled by a team of hard-working  

volunteers, which now means we can start our growing season a little earlier and 

grow a few more exotic fruits and veggies! Joe, along with some of the Plymouth 

City Council Streets team, have also fenced the garden so the plants are a little 

safer from the hungry deer!  

Our gardening efforts are co-ordinated by a key volunteer team, especially Gem 

and Trish, who have worked really hard to plan and organise so that we have a 

gardening ‘calendar’ and a fantastic seed bank organised by month of planting. 

There are always many things to be done, so one of the aims of our garden  

co-ordinators is to create a ‘to-do’ list, so volunteers on our Tuesday volunteer 

day can arrive and start pottering (or potting!) straight away. This has also been  

invaluable for farm staff during the Covid-19 lockdown, as we’ve been able to 

stick to the plan and try to keep the garden looking its best. We hope you can 

all be proud of our green-fingers when our volunteer days recommence!   
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Sawmilling 

Seeing any tree that has been cut down or blown down is never an easy thing, they’re our oldest  

community residents and each could tell many stories if they could talk. Occasionally however these  

veteran trees do come to the end of their life, and either by winter storms or the saw, come down*.   

You’d be forgiven for thinking that this is where their stories end, but this couldn’t 

be further from the truth - a dead standing tree trunk or log can be just as much a 

home to wildlife as when the tree was alive. Think about all the times you’ve heard 

a woodpecker in the woods or an owl hooting in the night, or if you're really lucky 

a stag beetle battling away on a log. All these wonderful creatures are intrinsically 

linked to dead wood either for food, habitat or both.   

Previously where trees have come down around the city this wood has been removed and had to be  

disposed of at a cost to the council; however for the last year we’ve been trialling a system at Poole Farm 

where these trees can be used for community good rather than being treated as waste. This has been 

achieved by splitting the wood into two categories: wood for firewood and wood for milling. The  

farmhouse at Poole Farm has two wood burners, and the more wood we can burn in these, the less fossil 

fuels we have to use to heat the farmhouse. This isn't a task for one or even two people, we often work 

with a big group of our volunteers to cut, sort, split (a lot easier now we have a 7 tonne log splitter!) and 

stack the wood to season it. There’s nothing like having a lovely cup of tea in front of a roaring fire when 

the weather’s filthy and everyone around the table had a hand in making it  

possible. Although we currently only produce enough seasoned logs to service 

the farmhouse, in the future we’re looking to sell logs by the bag.  

We’re very lucky to have Dave among our volunteers as he has some very useful 

wood chopping and cutting toys, and he has been helping us to process the 

straighter lengths of wood into beautiful planks with the help of other volunteers 

interested in milling. The resulting slabs and planks of wood have many planned 

uses, but so far have been used as bench seating in Local Nature Reserves, to  

create a forest school area at the farm and even as staging for our bee hives - not bad going for  

something that until last year was waste wood!   

If you’re interested in buying timber for a project, please do get in contact via our Facebook page 

@PooleFarmProject or email derrifordcp@plymouth.gov.uk - so far we’ve done lintels, benches, signs 

and even place mats for a wedding.  

* Plymouth City Council only ever cut down trees where they absolutely must to protect public safety 

and property.  

Wildlife 

There’s been lots of wildlife activity around Poole Farm with the wonderful 

spring weather we’ve been having! Young frogs, newts and insects have been 

spotted swimming around the pond, while several sparrows, wrens and robins 

are enjoying singing in the patch of scrub near the pigs. The stone walls of the   

Small Animal Unit and hayloft, as well as the many bird boxes placed around the  

gardens, have made perfect nest sites for grey wagtails and coal tits – some of 

the team were lucky enough to see fledglings taking their first flight. The  

buzzards are still a common sight soaring over the woodland of Bircham Valley.  

We’ve also been trialling the best places to put our wildlife camera. So far we’ve 

captured videos of foxes and fallow deer, as well as squirrels, magpies and 

crows. There were also many clips of the pheasant who appears to have made 

Poole Farm his home and is enjoying life hanging around by the chickens!  

https://www.facebook.com/PooleFarmProject/
mailto:derrifordcp@plymouth.gov.uk
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Volunteering 

Poole Farm  

Over the last year, over 3400 volunteer hours have been contributed at Poole Farm - almost 7000 hours 

including volunteering in the Local Nature Reserves. Thank you to everyone who’s got involved, whether 

it’s on volunteer days, helping with school visits, family events, or sending us your favourite memories to 

post on social media and make people smile during this Covid-19 lockdown. We really do appreciate the 

dedication and hard work you always show as Nature Plymouth volunteers.  

Volunteering activities would usually take place every Tuesday, 10:30am - 4pm, with the main aim of  

conserving and improving biodiversity in the woodland, meadows and rivers around Poole Farm. Recent  

projects have also included building the new chicken coop, bench creation and improving the garden.  

Everyone has been enjoying testing out the new log splitter, which cuts wood effortlessly and is much 

easier to use compared to an axe. There’s still been plenty of quality time with the farm animals - over 

winter, the goat house cleaning was a favourite activity!   

As many of you will have noticed, a lot of things are going on around Poole Farm at the moment! The 

Forder Valley Link Road construction work is well underway and we are also getting ready for  

cyclepath and footpath installation as part of the Derriford Community Park project. With a lot more 

people on site and as we continue to receive volunteering and school visit enquiries, we thought it was 

the perfect time to update our volunteer recruitment process. Keep an eye on the Poole Farm  

website and Facebook page as we’ll be looking for more people to join the volunteer team soon!  

Forder Valley Local Nature Reserve  

There’s been a new addition to our volunteer programme this year – Forder Valley Local Nature  

Reserve! Over winter, our fantastic volunteer team and Plymouth City Council staff started restoring the 

western side of the woodland (near Fort Austin) to its former glory by coppicing hazel trees and  

planting a variety of native broadleaved whips and standards. This has been a great opportunity to  

improve the woodland health as part of the Forder Valley Link Road off-site mitigation scheme. Coppicing 

species like hazel can sometimes look drastic, but it’s a traditional and sustainable woodland management 

technique which is not only better for the health of the trees, but helps create glades that will encourage 

flowers (that would usually be shaded out) to grow and attract invertebrates such as butterflies. Different 

patches of hazel are coppiced on rotation over several years, so there’s always a variety of habitats for 

the woodland wildlife to thrive.   

Hundreds of tree whips have already been planted in Forder Valley 

Local Nature Reserve, which will help create a more diverse age 

range in the woodland and improve species diversity. We have  

experimented with planting amongst bramble patches and creating 

dead hedges (using the coppiced hazel), as a more sustainable way of 

protecting young trees from deer. So far it seems the nature reserve 

trees are doing well and we’re looking forward to planting even more  

next winter!  



 

7 

Local Nature Reserves  

Since the end of The Active Neighbourhoods Project in March 2019,  

volunteer days still continue in the Local Nature Reserves and it’s  

fantastic to see greenspaces like Efford Marsh and Budshead Wood  

still being cared for by the local community. Hedge-laying and bench  

creation has been done at Newnham Meadows, while other popular  

nature reserve activities include pond dipping, wildlife surveys, coppicing, 

scrub clearance and litter picks. In September 2019, we spent a day at 

Kings Tamerton Woods with the Plymouth City Council Streets team 

doing some meadow management. It was a great opportunity for  

everyone to see how the meadows were cut for conservation and then 

get stuck in with clearing the cuttings to create habitat piles and reduce 

the soil nutrients – this will help keep the wildflower meadow thriving 

and provide homes for the many slow-worms and voles living there. 

We’re hoping to continue working with the Streets team on some more  

volunteer days, as it’s a great way to gain a better understanding of how 

sites are managed and meet the teams who work in the greenspaces.  

Tree planting   

Over 8600 trees have been planted at Poole Farm over the last four  

winters with volunteers and the local community, as well as organisations 

like Plymouth Environmental Action and Plymouth University. We held a  

fantastic event in November 2019 as part of The Woodland Trust’s Big  

Climate Fightback. Over 100 people attended and planted the 824 tree 

whips needed to complete the hedgerow surrounding the community  

orchard. We even made it on the local news – follow the link to watch the highlights from ITV News 

Westcountry: https://www.facebook.com/PooleFarmProject/videos/2488243964835541/  

Tree planting is becoming ever more popular as one way of combating the effects of climate change and 

tree diseases, as well as creating wildlife corridors across the city. Over the last year, Plymouth City 

Council and Plymouth Tree Partnership have been inundated with requests from communities about 

planting more trees in their local area. As part of Plymouth’s Plan for Trees, we have been busy   

meeting communities with tree expert Andrew Young (Plymouth Tree Partnership) to 

make sure the right tree is planted in the right place with the right aftercare. A great  

example of this was seen at Cremyll Street a few months ago, where we met the 

Stonehouse Residents’ Association to discuss which trees would grow well along this  

exposed road by the sea. We decided on some beautiful whitebeam trees and figured out 

how they could be cared for by local residents – newly planted trees are vulnerable to the 

elements for months after planting, so it’s vital they’re watered while their roots are  

establishing. Residents decided on a watering rota and joined the Plymouth City Council 

Streets team to help plant the trees which we hope will thrive for years to come.  

We’ve also been busy creating a tree nursery at Poole Farm. Volunteers collected 

native tree seeds, which were planted in pots and put in a protected spot where the 

growing saplings won’t be eaten by deer. Collecting seeds from the local area is a 

more sustainable way of growing and providing trees in the city for years to come. 

You can expect to see even more tree planting happening this coming winter,  

whether it’s on our volunteer days in Forder Valley Local Nature Reserve, through  

community projects or helping with urban rewilding as part of Green Minds! 

Find out more about Plymouth’s Plan for Trees here: 

https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/planningandbuildingcontrol/treesandhedges/plantrees  

https://www.facebook.com/PooleFarmProject/videos/2488243964835541/
https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/planningandbuildingcontrol/treesandhedges/plantrees
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Plymouth Beaver Project 

As you may be aware, for the last few years we have been busy working on plans to reintroduce   

Eurasian beavers into the Bircham Valley woodland at the farm. The project is now taking shape and last 

year we had our licence application accepted by Natural England. Over the next few months we will be 

ramping up work to get everything in place for their arrival. So far we have removed hundreds of metres 

of old barbed wire, planted many trees and removed litter from the site. 

Over the summer we will be installing bridges and fencing as well as 

creating a large pond for them to be released into. We are aiming for 

an Autumn release, ideally in September, and the individuals will likely 

be brought down from a wild population in Scotland.  

We will be releasing much more information very shortly explaining 

the aims and hopes for the project as well as  

regular social media updates of all our work. 

This rewilding project is very special as these beavers will be among the first in the 

UK to be released into an enclosed site within a city, rather than in the countryside. 

The Plymouth Beaver Project is a key element of Green Minds - through this funding, 

we’ll be working with Green Minds partners to develop innovative ways to bring  

the fantastic ecosystems of Derriford Community Park to visitors and explain the  

valuable role they play, with an interpretation centre and beaver viewing hide. 

Orchard  

The Poole Farm orchard is now in its fourth growing season, having been 

planted in March 2017. Lots of hard work from volunteers and staff has gone 

into this project over these years and despite some very hot and dry  

summers, all but two of the 222 trees planted have survived! As well as the 

growing, pruning and watering of the trees, we are also slowly turning the  

orchard into a wildflower meadow which involves a grass cut every autumn 

and taking this away which lowers the nutrients in 

the soil (which wildflowers prefer). 

400m of hedgerow has been planted surrounding 

the orchard which will one day act as a boundary 

and food source for both humans and wildlife.  

Last winter we planted hundreds of seeds of different species, many of which 

have germinated and are now growing in pots. It is our plan to turn the  

lower end of the orchard into the tree nursery, using the deer fencing to 

protect them from damage. These trees will then be used for planting on site 

and other projects around Plymouth.  

Grassland management plans  

Apprentice Anna has been looking into how to best manage the grassland that we 

have at the farm, as well as at two nearby Local Nature Reserve sites. The aim is to 

manage scrub encroachment and to promote a mixture of different habitats and the 

wildlife that rely on them. It might be that the most effective way to do this is 

through extensive grazing, which is the opposite of intensive grazing and usually 

means stocking with low densities of hardy native breeds. Extensive grazing also 

means no supplementary feeding, so nutrient levels in the grassland will slowly  

decrease and result in a species-rich pasture. Watch this space! 
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Forder Valley Link Road update 

If you have gone by Poole Farm recently, you’ll notice a lot has changed! As the Forder Valley Link Road 

construction gets underway, the Poole Farm team have been working closely with contractors Balfour 

Beatty, to ensure things are still running smoothly as work continues across the site. If you volunteer at 

Poole Farm, you may have already met Tracey & Lisa from Balfour Beatty, who let us know what is  

happening on site each week and update the local community on the Forder Valley Link Road project. 

Here’s their latest update ~  

 

“The Forder Valley Link Road is a one-kilometre road  

linking William Prance Road in Derriford and the Forder 

Valley Road/Novorossiysk Road junction. It will be a key 

link between the A38 and the north of the city, where new 

homes and businesses are planned as Plymouth grows.  The 

road will run along a new bridge across Bircham Valley, 

with a larger, relocated signalised junction at the Forder 

Valley Road/Novorossiysk Road intersection. The new link 

will also improve bus reliability and offer new and improved 

pedestrian and cycle facilities.  

 

Meet the Balfour Beatty communications team 

The communication of the project is key to the success of the scheme and working 

alongside Plymouth City Council, Balfour Beatty have Tracey Waygood and Lisa  

Butcher who are on site to assist with residents queries and ensure all stakeholders 

are kept up to date. You can contact them via email on fvlrcomms@balfourbeatty.com.   

Construction progress 

The site has been able to safely continue to work during the Covid-19 pandemic, whilst keeping within the 

government guidelines. The earthworks for the main carriageway is well underway. So far, 24820m3 of 

earth has been moved on site which equates to 1986 dumper loads. A number of utility diversions have 
already been completed, including BT Openreach who have built two new chambers for their equipment 

alongside Novorossiysk Road and South West Water who have carried out their sewer and clean  

watermain diversion works.   

Earlier this month, the traffic management on Novorossiysk Road and Forder Valley Road was changed, 

maintaining a single lane of traffic in each direction but using a contraflow system. The speed limit has been 

reduced to 30 mph within our works area. It is sometimes necessary to place temporary traffic lights on 

the surrounding roads to ensure the construction team have a safe working area or to carry out works on 

the road. The team are grateful for all road users patience when this is necessary. 

Construction has started on the new 160-metre culvert, or tunnel, that will carry the Bircham stream  

under the new road. This will lead to the ecology pond in the nature reserve and the culvert will include 

ledges for the benefit of otters and other wildlife. The culvert is constructed of eighty 25 tonne sections 

and the site currently receives four sections a day which are lifted in to place using a 135-tonne crane. It’s 

very visible for those that drive through the works area! 

The widening of the carriageway between the BP service station and the existing traffic light junction of 

Forder Valley Road and Novorossiysk Road has begun and to facilitate the wider operations here, it will 

be necessary to restrict the right turn in and out of the garage later this month.  

Balfour Beatty apologises for any inconvenience to staff and customers. 

If you’d like to receive regular email updates and you are not already registered, you can 

email fvlrcomms@balfourbeatty.com. You can also find more information on the  

Plymouth City Council webpage: www.plymouth.gov.uk/fordervalley or follow Plymouth 

City Council on Twitter @plymouthcc”. 

mailto:fvlrcomms@balfourbeatty.com
mailto:fvlrcomms@balfourbeatty.com
https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/parkingandtravel/transportplansandprojects/fordervalleytransportimprovements/fordervalleylinkroad
https://twitter.com/plymouthcc?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
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Does your home overlook Poole Farm?  

If you or someone you know lives in a house overlooking the Seaton Valley fields of Poole Farm,  

Derriford Community Park, please share this information with them:  

Poole Farm is a community farm at the heart of Derriford Community 

Park. Although currently closed to visitors and volunteers, the Poole 

Farm team at Plymouth City Council is busy making sure the animals are 

well fed and cared for. Tucked away behind the farmhouse are some very  

happy Gloucestershire Old Spots pigs, chickens and honey bees. If your 

house overlooks the fields of Seaton Valley, you'll notice our four goats 

roaming free on both sides of the valley, next to the construction site. 

They will be outside munching on gorse and bramble before being 

brought inside over winter. They’ve now been joined by five cattle who’ll 

be grazing the same fields over summer until approximately September.  

All of the farm areas (including the orchard, fields with and without  

animals, woodland, farmyard and construction zones) are closed to the 

public, so you shouldn’t see anyone other than farm staff and construction 

workers here. However, there will be work starting on the new footpaths 

and cyclepaths through Derriford Community Park in autumn 2020 with  

expected opening in spring 2021, so everyone will be able to enjoy this 

wonderful greenspace in the future.  

Although we check our livestock at least twice a day, it would be amazing if those of 

you overlooking Seaton Valley could keep an eye on our animals and let us know if 

you spot anything unusual. This could be livestock escaping, damage to fencing, if 

you see an injured animal or if anyone is trespassing across the site (usually staff will 

be wearing a high vis jacket when checking cows/goats). With more people watching 

over the farm, in the unlikely case where something does happen, the Poole Farm 

team can respond quickly. If your house overlooks the farm fields and you spot  

anything of concern, call the Poole Farm team on 07500 075719. For any non-urgent 

matters or enquiries, email us at derrifordcp@plymouth.gov.uk.   

We're currently updating the Poole Farm website (https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/poolefarm) where  

details will be added about the animals you'd expect to see in the fields throughout the year. You can also 

keep up to date by checking our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/PooleFarmProject/) and be 

added to our contact list by emailing derrifordcp@plymouth.gov.uk (we send out quarterly emails with 

volunteering & event details). Thank you for your ongoing support and keeping an eye on our city farm!  

 
@PooleFarmProject 

@poolefarmplymouth 

Contact Poole Farm: 

Call 07500 075719 or email 

derrifordcp@plymouth.gov.uk 
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