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SUMMARY REPORT 
Pre-submission Derriford and Seaton Area Action 
Plan Consultation – June 2011
 

 

Introduction  

This document provides a summary of the representations that the Council received in response 
to the publication of the Pre-Submission Derriford and Seaton Area Action Plan (AAP) 
consultation document.  

 

Background  

The vision for Derriford and Seaton, as set out in Plymouth’s adopted Core Strategy (2007), is as 
follows: 

‘To create a thriving, sustainable, mixed-use new urban centre at the heart of the north of 
Plymouth, which is well connected to surrounding communities and to the city’s High Quality 
Public Transport network’.  

The Derriford and Seaton AAP, currently being prepared by the Council, provides the framework 
for delivering this vision.  

Challenges and opportunities within the Derriford and Seaton area were initially identified and 
consulted on in the Derriford, Seaton and Southway Issues and Options consultation (2006), as 
part of preparing the Core Strategy. The representations received by the Council not only 
informed the preparation of the Core Strategy’s Derriford and Seaton area vision, but have also 
influenced the preparation of the AAP.  

Formal preparation of the Derriford and Seaton AAP commenced with the publication of the 
Issues and Preferred Options Consultation document in 2009. This was a wide ranging 
consultation, and sought the views of the relevant statutory authorities, key stakeholders, 
interested parties and the general public on the emerging plan. As a result of the representations 
received. and taking into account the findings of additional evidence base studies, the Council has 
now prepared the draft plan, the Pre-Submission Derriford and Seaton consultation document. 
This document was published in February /March 2011 for public comment. 

 

Pre-Submission Derriford and Seaton Area Action Plan Consultation  

The purpose of this consultation was to publicise the draft AAP so as to establish whether it was 
soundly based and commanded broad support from the wide range of interested parties. It was 
important to establish whether earlier comments and additional evidence, since the publication of 
the Issues and Preferred Options consultation document in 2009, had been appropriately taken 
into account. 

The Pre-submission Derriford and Seaton AAP consultation ran for a six week period from 16 
February 2011 until 30 March 2011. It has been extremely valuable, providing the Council with a 
number of very helpful suggestions that will enable the AAP to be improved before it is submitted 
to the Secretary of State.  

This summary report provides an overview of the responses received during the Pre-submission 
Derriford and Seaton Area Action Plan (AAP) consultation. 



 

 

 

 

Consultation Arrangements  

During the consultation, a permanent display of information regarding the AAP was available to 
view at the Civic Centre, Windsor House and the George Park and Ride. In addition to this, 
planning officers were present and available to answer questions from the public at a number of 
consultation events that were held in strategic Derriford locations, including B&Q car park and the 
Future Inn car park. All these events were widely publicised, including notification of all interested 
parties through the LDF news letter.  

Throughout the consultation period, people were invited to submit comments online or in writing 
to ensure representations could be registered and duly considered by the Council.  

 

Consultation Responses  

A total of 48 representations were received regarding the AAP and these can be viewed on the 
consultation portal: http://plymouth.limehouse.co.uk/portal/  

The table below provides a summary of the general nature of the comments that were received in 
relation to the draft Pre-Submission document: 

 

Type of comment Number received Percentage of total 
received 

Comments expressing concern 23 48% 

Comments expressing support 11 23% 

General comments 14 29% 

Total 48 100% 

Table 1: Summary of the nature of representations received during the consultation.  

 

Key Issues Identified  

The following is a list of some of the key issues raised by the representations received. This list is 
not intended to be exhaustive, but it does provide an insight into some recurring themes that the 
Council will seek to address in the Submission Draft Derriford and Seaton Area Action Plan.  

District Centre  
With regard to Proposal DS17, questions were raised in relation to the:  

 Precise location of the District Centre within Derriford;  
 Potential impact of the District Centre proposal on the City Centre and local centres 

nearby.  
 Quantum and timing of planned growth proposed for the District Centre;  

Transport  
With regard to transport matters, questions were raised in relation to:  

 Existing and the potential for future congestion on roads in and around the Derriford 
area, particularly the A386.  

 The need to improve connectivity between neighbourhoods and provide a solution to 
overcome the severance caused by the A386 to east - west movements and vice versa.  

 



 

 

Plymouth City Airport  
With regard to the airport, the following matters were raised:  

 Speculation over the future role of the airport;  
 Whether this area should be excluded from the AAP, and more appropriately 

considered alongside those areas to the north of the airport;  
 A question over the suitability of the draft airport proposal in light of the recent 

uncertainties that have been publicised by Sutton Harbour Holdings.  

 

Evidence Base  
In terms of the AAPs supporting evidence base, the following points arose: 

 Questions over the long term deliverability of the AAP’s proposals;  
 The need to review the city wide Shopping Centre Study, so that it is fully up to date;  
 The need to have regard to the outcome(s) of the Airport Viability Study;  
 A suggestion that a Landscape Analysis of the Derriford area is carried out.  

 

Next Steps  

The Council is now in the process of considering all of the consultation responses received and 
the AAP will be amended to take into account those comments that can help improve the plan.  

In making any changes to the draft plan, the Council will continue to engage with the relevant key 
stakeholders, local traders and interested persons to ensure broad support for the AAP is 
maintained. The precise process for this further engagement is subject to a number of 
considerations and the timetable for it will be set out in the city’s revised Local Development 
Scheme - to be considered by Cabinet on 12 July 2011.  

Once the Council is satisfied that it has finalised the Derriford and Seaton AAP and its supporting 
evidence base it will be submitted to the Secretary of State for examination by an independent 
Inspector. The Planning Inspector will consider the AAP and decide whether it is soundly based. 
As part of this process the Inspector will organise an Examination in Public so that further 
evidence can be heard in relation to those matters where additional clarification is required.  

 

Further opportunities for involvement  

If you would like to be kept up to date with the preparation and publication of planning policy 
documents, please contact us by emailing ldf@plymouth.gov.uk or telephoning 01752 305477 and 
we will add you to the consultation database. 


