
 
 

 

R. N. Engineering College, Manadon: See PPP series Ad MC and MOD MC  
When the Admiralty began using steam to power their ships in the 1820s, the need arose to recruit, 

train and retain suitable young men as engineers;  men to maintain and repair the working machinery 

used to power the very latest ships.  This led to the formation, in 1837, of the Engineering Branch of 

the Royal Navy and the introduction of the commissioned Engineer Officer in 1847. In the early 

years, training took place at Portsmouth Naval Academy and, after 1864, at the new Royal School of 

Naval Architecture and Marine Engineering in London.   

 

In 1877 it was recommended that separate Naval Engineer Officer Training establishments be 

established.  The Devonport Training School for Engineer Students was opened, within the grounds of 

the Keyham Steam Yard, at Devonport in 1880 - with access off Keyham Road.  Initially, the Royal 

Naval Engineering College building provided accommodation, with training undertaken within the 

Dockyard.  Later extensions to the building saw the addition of lecture theatres, a laboratory, a 

gymnasium, workshops, a covered parade ground, plus additional accommodation.   

 
By 1936 it was clear that larger training facilities were needed to cope with the ever increasing 

application of technology to RN ships and equipment.  In 1938, the Admiralty purchased the Manadon 

Estate, where new workshops and instructional facilities were built in the grounds, and opened in 

1940. The college at Keyham also remained in use. 

 

During the Second World War, in November 1943, the United States Naval Amphibious Base at 

Plymouth was set up in preparation for the ‘D-Day’ invasion of Europe. The grounds of Manadon 

became the US Naval Dispensary, Manadon Fields. Sixty-one Nissen Huts housed the associated 

medical facilities - until closure in November 1945.  Back in full Admiralty control, Manadon and 

Keyham were commissioned as HMS Thunderer in 1946.  Work then began on planning new college 

buildings. The instructional block was opened in 1951 and the wardroom and accommodation block 

followed in 1958.  By1964, the Royal Naval Engineering College (RNEC) was fully established at 

Manadon; the Keyham college building was closed and later demolished.   

 

At some stage after 1938, a set of 24 numbered Admiralty boundary 

markers were positioned around the perimeter of the Manadon 

College site.  Only four now survive.  The concrete Admiralty ‘stone’ 

Ad MC 2, pictured left, reflects the use of modern materials while 

still trying to retain the style of a more traditional marker.  

 

At a post 1964 date, a new set of Ministry of Defence (MOD) 

stones were installed.  Only four of these have been found too.  

Easiest to find is stone MOD MC 12A, located on the north east 

boundary of St Boniface College, at the top of the newly named 

Boniface Lane - formerly Bladder Lane - near its junction with 

Tavistock Road.   

 

The RNEC at Manadon closed in 1994. The estate has since been 

redeveloped for housing. 
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