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PLYMOUTH’S DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK 
 

STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 
 

THE PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT 
 
This Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) sets out how the City 
Council intends to involve the community in the preparation of Plymouth’s new 
Local Development Framework (LDF). It also explains how individuals and 
communities can be involved in decisions on planning applications for major 
development. 
 
The approach to community involvement being advocated by the Government 
is entirely consistent with the City Council’s own objectives for encouraging 
and equipping people and communities to participate in decisions that affect 
them, and the city as a whole. 
 
To understand fully how you can be involved, this document needs to be read 
in conjunction with the Local Development Scheme (LDS), which sets out in 
detail what documents are going to be produced, when, and how they will 
define the city’s planning policies and proposals. 
 
The SCI sets out the minimum standards of community involvement the City 
Council intends to meet, in relation to the preparation of the individual 
documents that will comprise the LDF, known as Local Development 
Documents (LDDs), and significant development control decisions1. 
 
 
 
THE PURPOSE OF THIS CONSULTATION 
 
The SCI is being published now, in order to provide opportunity for comment 
on the City Council’s proposals for community involvement. 
 
Once the SCI has been adopted, the City Council will be required to ensure 
that all LDDs are produced, and consultation on all major planning 
applications is carried out, in accordance with the standards set out in the 
SCI. 
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1 Government guidance produced so far does not deal with the role of the SCI in involving the community in 
‘significant development control decisions’.  Separate guidance is to be published by ODPM, in due course. 



PLYMOUTH DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK 
 

STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 
 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The statutory Local Plan for Plymouth was adopted in 19962.  The intended 
replacement plan (the FDLP3) was published in December 2001, and placed 
on deposit for consultation purposes, from 25 January to 15 March 2002.  As 
a result, the City Council received over 3,500 representations. 
 
In March 2003, in the light of the Government's proposed major reform of the 
development planning system, the City Council's Executive Committee 
resolved not to proceed to 'Revised Deposit' stage with the FDLP, but instead 
to move towards the production of a new LDF for Plymouth, at the earliest 
opportunity.  
 
One of the requirements of the new system is for local planning authorities to 
produce an SCI.  The main aims of the SCI are: 
 
• to ensure that the LDF is developed through community and stakeholder 

involvement, that meets or exceeds certain minimum standards4 
 
• to provide a clear approach to community involvement 
 
The City Council aims to be a listening council.  It wants its services and plans 
for the future to reflect the needs and aspirations of everyone who lives and 
works in the city.  It is committed to getting and taking account of continuous 
feedback, both formal and informal, about how well it is meeting those needs, 
and what people would like to see done in the future.   
 
Consultation processes to be used in the preparation of the LDF are intended 
to reflect the 'core values' set out in the City Council's Consultation & 
Participation Strategy 2004.  These core values are: 
 
• honesty 
• commitment to Plymouth 
• continuous improvement 
 
Extensive community involvement has already taken place, both prior to, and 
during the production of the FDLP.  The City Council intends to build on this, 
especially in relation to the more strategic development issues facing the city, 
e.g. where new homes should be built.  Such issues have been fully debated 

                                                 
2 City of Plymouth Local Plan First Alteration: Adopted 1996 
3 City of Plymouth Local Plan (1995-2011), First Deposit Version: December 2001 
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4 Minimum standards are set out in the Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 
2004: ODPM, October 2003 



during the preparation of Regional Planning Guidance5, the Devon Structure 
Plan6, the Cornwall Structure Plan7 and other sub-regional studies. 
 
Rather than re-visit these issues, the Council therefore intends to engage in 
focused consultation throughout the preparation of individual LDDs, tailored to 
the particular documents being produced, and the needs, wishes, and 
expectations of the community, and other stakeholders. 
 
PRINCIPLES FOR COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 
The City Council’s main principles for community involvement are intended to 
ensure that people have: 
 

• access to information, to encourage the widest possible readership 
• opportunity to contribute ideas, confident that their ideas and 

concerns will be properly considered and responded to  
• opportunity to take an active part in developing proposals and 

options 
• opportunity to comment on formal proposals 
• opportunity to get feedback, and be informed about progress and 

outcomes 
 
WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? 
 
This document is being published for consultation purposes for a week period, 
so that everyone with an interest in doing so, can comment on the City 
Council's proposals for community involvement in the LDF process, and in 
relation to significant development control decisions. 
 

ALL COMMENTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY XXXXFriday 1st April 2005, 
AND SHOULD BE SENT TO: 

 
PLANNING POLICY MANAGER 

PLANNING AND REGENERATION SERVICE 
CIVIC CENTRE 

PLYMOUTH  
PL1 2EW 

 
COMMENTS MAY ALSO BE SENT 

 
BY FAX TO (01752) 304294 

 
OR BY EMAIL to: ldf@plymouth.gov.uk

 
THIS DOCUMENT CAN BE MADE AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 

IN LARGER PRINT, BRAILLE, OR ON AUDIO-TAPE 

                                                 
5 Regional Planning Guidance for the South West (RPG10), produced by the Secretary of State, The Stationery 
Office, September 2001 
6 Devon Structure Plan 2001-2016 
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7 Cornwall Structure Plan 2001-2016 

mailto:ldf@plymouth.gov.uk


INDEPENDENT EXAMINATION 
 
Following the statutory 6-week consultation period, the SCI will be subject to 
independent examination by an Inspector appointed by the Secretary of State, 
who will consider the 'soundness'8 of the document as a whole, and any 
representations made upon it. 
 
Whilst those who have made representations seeking a change to the SCI 
have a right to attend and be heard at the examination, if they specifically 
request it, it will be for the Inspector to decide the procedures to be adopted at 
the examination.  It is likely that most representations will be capable of being 
considered satisfactorily by means of written representations. 
 
Following the examination, the Inspector will produce a report, which will be 
binding on the City Council.  This means that the City Council must adopt the 
SCI, incorporating any changes made by the Inspector as a result of the 
examination.  The report will contain reasons for the Inspector's decisions.  
However, these will relate to the 'soundness' of the SCI, and not to individual 
representations.  The final ‘adopted’ SCI will be published, together with the 
Inspector’s Report, and included in the LDF. 
 
 
 
 
 

If you would like more information about  
the  

Statement of Community Involvement  
or the  

Plymouth Development Framework  
please contact: 

 
Mike Palmer 

Planning Policy Manager 
(01752) 304360 

mike.palmer@plymouth.gov.uk
  

or one of the Strategy Co-ordinators 
 

Graham Skedgell (01752) 304326 graham.skedgell@plymouth.gov.uk
 

David Taylor (01752) 3044330 david.taylor@plymouth.gov.uk
 

Andy Roberts (01752) 304361 andy.roberts@plymouth.gov.uk
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8 The 'soundness' of the SCI will be tested by the Inspector in relation to criteria specified by the Government. 
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PROPOSED CONSULTATION STANDARDS 
AND METHODS 

 
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK 

 
Details of the various documents to be produced as part of the LDF, and the 
timescale for their publication, are set out in the Local Development Scheme 
(LDS).  For ease of reference, a simplified diagram taken from the LDS is 
attached to this statement at Appendix 1. 
 
One of the Government's main aims in reforming the development planning 
system is to achieve 'continuous community involvement'9 in the preparation 
of the LDF.  This means that in addition to specific stages at which there is a 
statutory requirement for consultation, local planning authorities are expected 
to enter into, and facilitate dialogue with the local community, and with other 
stakeholders, throughout the whole of the process.  
 
The City Council will therefore adopt the approach to community involvement 
set out in this document, in addition to involving the community in the four 
primary stages of LDF preparation10, i.e.  
 

• pre-production 
• production 
• examination 
• adoption 

 
The City Council is firmly committed to consultation, and has a well-developed 
and proven track record in community engagement.  However, if you believe 
there is more the City Council should be doing to achieve the Government’s 
objective of  'continuous community involvement', the publication of this SCI 
provides you with an opportunity to express such views. 

                                                 
9 The Government's objective of achieving 'continuous community involvement' is a fundamental principle on which  
the new planning system is founded, and is set out in, for instance, "Local Development Frameworks: Guide to 
Procedures and Code of Practice", Consultation Draft, ODPM, October 2003 
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10 The four key stages in LDF preparation are set out in Draft PPS12: Local Development Frameworks, ODPM, 
October 2003, and in related guidance and the Code of Practice 



 
WHO WILL BE INVOLVED? 
 
In preparing the LDF the City Council will seek to involve the following: 
 
• the general public 
• City Councillors, including the LDF Member Advisory Panel 
• Government departments (generally via GOSW) 
• Plymouth 2020 Partnership 
• neighbouring authorities (see Appendix 2) 
• other statutory bodies, (see Appendix 2) 
• businesses, and representative organisations, including Plymouth 

Chamber of Commerce & Industry 
• landowners, developers, and commercial agents 
• ‘hard-to-reach’ groups, including black and minority ethnic groups, faith 

communities, older people, people with physical and sensory disabilities, 
housing tenants and residents' associations, community associations and 
centres (see Appendix 3) 

• the press and other media 
 
 
 
 
HOW WILL PEOPLE BE ABLE TO BE INVOLVED? 
 
Whilst many people now have access to the internet, and other electronic 
means of communication, including via public libraries, many do not, and 
some who do, prefer to use more traditional methods for certain purposes.  A 
wide range of different communication methods will therefore be used during 
the preparation of the LDF, to provide information to all those who wish to be 
involved.  These will include: 
 
• Plymouth City Council (PCC) website (see below) 
• interactive CD (see below) 
• press and other media 
• statutory notices 
• posters, leaflets and newsletters, as appropriate 
• public libraries 
• PCC housing offices 
• site notices, where appropriate (see below) 
• workshops, meetings etc. (see below) 
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A detailed table of the methods of communication proposed for each type of 
document being produced, and for each stage of the LDF process, is shown 
at Appendix 4.



 
CITY COUNCIL WEBSITE 
 
The City Council's website will be one of the most important methods of 
providing information and updates throughout the process.  It will also provide 
an email facility for asking questions, and/or making comments, about the 
LDF. The main advantage is that it allows information to be accessed 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week, and is not limited to 'normal office hours'.  Use of 
the website is also consistent with the Government's aim of ensuring that all 
government services are available electronically by 2005.  The website can be 
accessed at www.plymouth.gov.uk
 
 
INTERACTIVE CD 
 
In addition to making documents available in paper form, the City Council 
intends to produce an interactive CD, at key stages in the process.  This will 
ensure that the information provided is much more accessible and flexible.  
The CD will provide easy access not only to the information being provided in 
the main documents, but also to many of the background documents that 
have informed their production.  The draft LDF will therefore be available on 
CD, with a number of useful links provided to other relevant documents. 
 
 
SITE NOTICES 
 
Every development site included in the FDLP, was 'advertised' by means of 
one or more distinctive yellow site notices, placed adjacent to the site.  This 
approach sought to ensure that all interested parties were made aware of 
proposals that might affect them, and given opportunity to comment on them.  
Although highly effective as a means of raising awareness, the large number 
of site notices involved, was inevitably costly.  In any event, given such a high 
level of publicity, it is not considered necessary to repeat the exercise in full, 
but only to advertise sites that were not included in the FDLP. 
 
 
WORKSHOPS, MEETINGS ETC. 
 
The City Council will hold workshops, meetings etc. as appropriate.  However, 
because of limited resources, it may not be possible for staff to attend 
meetings of individual groups or organisations.  In circumstances where it is 
not possible, the City Council will endeavour to answer queries that arise, or 
engage in some other form of dialogue, that meet the needs of those 
concerned, within the limits of the staff resources available. 
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HARD-TO-REACH GROUPS 
 
The City Council is fully aware that some people find it much harder than 
others to engage in consultation processes.  However, this is very often due to 
the limitations of the methods employed to engage with them.    For that 
reason, and where this is known to be the case, the City Council will take all 
reasonable steps to enable such people to be involved in the LDF process, to 
the extent they wish to be.  Particular groups, such as the elderly, will 
therefore be targeted through representative bodies such as Plymouth Senior 
Citizens Forum.  Subject to resource availability, visits will also be made to 
selected schools, building on the work previously undertaken in relation to the 
ward-based Community Planning Studies11. (see Appendix 3 for fuller details 
of ‘hard-to-reach’ groups the City Council will seek to  involve). 
 
 
FEEDBACK 
 
The LDF process is necessarily lengthy, because of the number of statutory 
stages involved.  One of the most important aspects of communication 
throughout the process, will therefore be to ensure that all participants are 
kept fully informed, at each stage of the process. 
 
The City Council will therefore provide regular updates, either directly (by 
letters, phone calls, emails etc.) or in more general ways (via the City 
Council's website etc.), so that no-one is 'left in the dark', wondering what is 
happening.  This will include feedback on changes made directly as a result of 
community involvement in the process. 
 
 
REVIEW 
 
This SCI has been produced in a way that clearly sets out the City Council's 
proposals for involving the community in the preparation of the LDF, and in 
decisions on planning applications for major development. However, it will be 
reviewed at least once every 3 years, in order to ensure that it conforms to 
best practice.  
 
Should any changes be considered necessary following such review, these 
will be publicised, to give all those affected the opportunity to comment on the 
changes proposed. 

                                                 
11 As part of the process of reviewing the City's adopted Local Plan, a series of Community Planning Studies were 
undertaken for each of the 20 Electoral Wards.  The studies were published in July 2000, and can be viewed via the 
City Council's website Hwww.plymouth.gov.ukH
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PROPOSED CONSULTATION STANDARDS 

AND METHODS 
 

DEVELOPMENT CONTROL DECISIONS 
 
Development proposals can have a major impact on the environment and on 
people’s lives; it is therefore important that people can be involved effectively 
in the making of development control decisions. This section of the SCI sets 
out the standards for community consultation in the making of development 
control decisions. 
 
PROPOSED APPROACH  
 
In order to carry out effective community consultation, it is important that 
people are made aware of proposals and are given opportunities to 
influence decisions. 
 
RAISING AWARENESS 
 
The City Council has a statutory duty to publicise planning applications, 
inviting people to make comments that will be considered in the decision 
making process.  The following methods of publicity will be used.  (Please 
note that the choice of methods will depend on the size and nature of the 
application.) 
 

• Advertisements in local press 
• Site notices 
• Letters of notification to individuals and organisations 
• Plymouth City Council website 
 

Advertisements in local press 
 
When an application is received, it will be advertised in the local press, giving 
the public 21 days from the date of the advert to submit a representation.  The 
following types of applications will be advertised: 
 

• ‘Major’ applications. 
• Applications for listed building consent. 
• Applications affecting a public right of way 
• Departures from the local plan 
• Applications affecting conservation areas 
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• Other applications – if the City Council considers it necessary to 
supplement individual neighbour notification. 

 
 
 
 



Site notices 
 
Site notices will be displayed on or near the site in question. A period of 21 
days, from the date when the notice is first displayed, will be allowed for any 
comments to be made.  The following types of applications will require site 
notices: 

• Major applications 
• Departures from the local plan 
• Applications for listed building consent 
• Applications affecting a public right of way 
• Departures from the local plan 
• Applications affecting conservation areas 
• Other applications whereby the City Council considers it necessary to 

supplement individual notification with a site notice. 
 
Letters of notification 
 
Occupiers of adjoining properties will receive individual notification by letter, of 
proposals that may affect them.  A period of 21 days, from the date of the 
letter, will be allowed for any comments to be made.  If an occupier is unable 
to inspect the submitted plans at the City Council’s offices, as a result, for 
instance, of age or disability, the City Council can provide them with a free 
copy of the plans on request.   
 
City Council website 

All planning applications received will be advertised weekly on the City 
Council website (http://www.plymouth.gov.uk), together with the dates of 
Planning Committee meetings.    
 
OPPORTUNITIES TO INFLUENCE DECISIONS 
 
One of the purposes of publicising applications is to provide individuals and 
communities with the opportunity to comment on them in the form of written 
representations.  The City Council treats a written representation as a 
‘material consideration’ in determining an application, together with national 
and local planning policies.  For some development proposals, decisions will 
be made by the City Council’s Planning Committee.  Those who have made 
written comments may have the opportunity to speak at the Committee, if they 
wish.    
 
WIDER COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 
 
Some development proposals will have a wider impact on the community, 
thus requiring further community involvement, particularly at pre-application 
stage.   
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The extent of involvement, however, will depend on the nature and size of the 
proposed development.  Therefore, the following tiers have been developed to 

http://www.plymouth.gov.uk/


show which types of development are suited to different approaches to 
community involvement. 
 
Tier Level 1  
 
These are significant applications where there are potential issues of scale 
and controversy, or are contrary to or out of line with Local Development 
Framework policy.  These could include: 
 

• Development Plan Departures – as defined in Circular 07/99, Town 
and Country Planning (Development Plans and Consultation) 
(Departures) Directions 1999 

• Schedule 1 developments – as defined by the Environmental Impact 
Assessment Regulations (Town and Country Planning) (Environmental 
Impact Assessment) (England and Wales) Regulations 1999).  These 
include schemes such as waste disposal facilities and aggregates 
extraction as well as industrial and other major developments 

• Development proposals subject to Town and Country Planning 
(Shopping Development) (England and Wales) Direction [as Annex D 
to Planning Policy Guidance note 6 Town Centres and Retail 
Development and substituted by Circular 15/93] 

 
Tier Level 2 
 
These are significant applications broadly in accordance with the Local 
Development Framework but raising controversial issue or detail.  They 
consist of: 
 

• Schedule 2 developments – as defined by the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Regulations. 

• Development proposals which fall within the Town and Country 
Planning (Residential Development on Greenfield Land (England) 
Direction 2000.  These include proposals for 150 or more homes, or 
residential sites over 5 hectares, on Greenfield land 

• Development proposed on playing fields as set out in the Town and 
Country Planning Playing Fields) (England) Direction 1998. The 
Direction applies to any proposal for development of any playing 
field owned by a local authority or used by an educational 
institution, as specified in the Direction.  

 
For tier 2 proposals, wider community involvement may not be necessary if 
the City Council can justify why for a particular application it can be wavered. 
 
The following table shows the approaches to community involvement for both 
tiers, which may or may not be exercised for a particular proposal. 
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Approach Tier 1 Tier 2 
Public meetings Tick  
Public exhibition Tick Tick 
Surgeries Tick Tick 



Development briefs Tick  
Workshops Tick  
Enquiry by Design 
and/or Planning for 
Real 

Tick Tick 

Citizen Panels Tick Tick 
Consultation Panel Tick  
Media Tick  
Website Tick Tick 
Local architectural or 
Design Panel 

Tick Tick 

 
Consultation on proposals within tiers 1 and 2 will be expected to be carried 
out at pre-application stage.  One of the main advantages of pre-application 
consultation is that issues can be considered at an early stage, when there is 
greater opportunity for influencing proposals as they are being formulated, 
rather than simply providing opportunity for comment at a later stage.  It can 
also save time at application stage, thereby leading to quicker decision-
making. 
 
In the past, the City Council has responded to requests from the community to 
discuss significant proposals.  However, the City Council intends to formalise 
the procedure, making it a pro-active requirement for all major developments. 
  
Developers will therefore be expected to carry out effective pre-application 
consultation exercises suited to the particular tier within which the proposal 
falls, and to submit a report with the application, demonstrating how the 
community has been involved in shaping the proposals.  It is so 
recommended that pre-application consultation is carried out in partnership 
with the City Council, and advertised on the City Council website. 
 
FEEDBACK 
 
Once a decision has been made by the City Council, those who have made 
written comments, will be notified in writing of the outcome.   
 
PLANNING APPEALS 
 
In cases where planning permission has been refused, and in certain other 
circumstances, the applicant has the right to appeal to the Secretary of State.  
Appeals are dealt with in various ways, including by written representations, 
hearings, or public inquiries.  Major cases are normally dealt with by public 
inquiries.  All relevant parties, including those who made representations on 
the planning application that gave rise to the appeal, are notified in writing of 
the date of the public inquiry, and given opportunity to make further written 
comment, or appear (or be represented) at the inquiry, if they wish.   

 
SECRETARY OF STATE ‘CALL-IN’ DECISIONS 
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In some circumstances, the Secretary of State may decide to direct the City 
Council to refer an application to him for decision.  A ‘call-in’ may happen 
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when, for example, a proposal is deemed to conflict with national planning 
policy, or to have significant effects beyond the immediate locality.  Those 
with a likely interest in such proposals are notified in writing, and are advised 
how they can put forward their views.  Applications that are called in, are 
advertised in the Evening Herald, and on the City Council website. 
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APPENDIX 2 
 

CONSULTATION BODIES 
 

The City Council will seek to involve the following bodies in the LDF process, except 
where advised not to do so, in relation to the SCI12.  Reference should also be made 
to Appendix 3, for information regarding 'hard-to-reach' groups. 
 
NEIGHBOURING LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
Caradon District Council 
Dartmoor National Park Authority 
Devon County Council 
South Hams District Council 
Torbay Borough Council 
West Devon Borough Council 
 
OTHER STATUTORY BODIES AND AGENCIES 
Countryside Agency       ) 
English Nature       )  
Environment Agency      ) 
Historic Buildings and Monuments Commission for England )  
Ministry of Defence       ) except in relation to the SCI 
South West Regional Development Agency   ) 
South West Water       ) 
Strategic Health Authority      ) 
Strategic Rail Authority      ) 
 
British Gas 
Civil Aviation Authority 
Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment 
Crown Estate Office 
English Partnerships 
Government Office for the South West 
Health and Safety Executive 
Highways Agency 
House Builders Federation 
National Playing Fields Association 
Network Rail 
South West Regional Assembly 
Sport England 
 

                                                 
12 The draft Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004: ODPM, October 2003 state that 
certain 'specific consultation bodies' are not required to be consulted in relation to the SCI. 
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OTHER LOCAL BODIES AND ORGANISATIONS 
Associated British Ports 
City Centre Partnership 
Devonport Regeneration Company 
Devonport Urban Village 
East End Partnership 
Plymouth 2020 Partnership 
Plymouth Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
Plymouth Design Panel 
Plymouth Sub Regional Economic Partnership 
Sutton Harbour Company 
University Partnership 
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APPENDIX 3 
 

HARD-TO-REACH GROUPS 
 
The City Council will seek to involve the following groups, or their representative 
bodies, in the LDF process.  In identifying these groups, the City Council has had 
regard to its own Best Practice Guide on consulting with people from 'hard-to-reach' 
groups 2002. 
 
 
BLACK AND MINORITY ETHNIC GROUPS 
Plymouth & District Racial Equality Council 
Virginia House 
40 Looe Street 
Bretonside 
PLYMOUTH 
PL4 0EB 
 
Chinese Cultural Development Centre 
6 Headland Park 
North Hill 
PLYMOUTH 
PL4 8HT 
 
Devon & Cornwall Refugee Support Council 
7 Whimple Street 
PLYMOUTH 
PL1 2DH 
 
 
FAITH COMMUNITIES 
Plymouth Religious & Cultural Resource Centre 
3a Watts Road 
St Judes 
PLYMOUTH 
PL4 8SE 
 
 
OLDER PEOPLE 
Plymouth Senior Citizens Forum 
The Bungalow 
Lower Anderton Road 
Millbrook 
TORPOINT 
PL10 1DJ 
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PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 
DIAC 
Ernest English House 
Buckwell Street 
PLYMOUTH 
PL1 2DA 
 
Hearing & Sight Centre 
Pounds House 
162, Outland Road 
Peverell 
PLYMOUTH 
PL2 3PX 
 
Plymouth & West Devon Talking Newspapers 
4 Abbey Place 
TAVISTOCK 
PL19 0AA 
 
 
HOUSING TENANTS AND RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATIONS 
PETRA 
The Harwell Centre 
28-42 Harwell Court 
Western Approach 
PLYMOUTH 
PL1 1PY 
 
 
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATIONS AND CENTRES 
Plymouth Community Network  
c/o Plymouth Community Partnership 
Old Treasury Building 
Catherine Street 
PLYMOUTH 
PL1 2AD 
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APPENDIX 4 
 
 

COMMUNICATION METHODS - LDF 
 
 

This Appendix sets out the methods of communication which the City Council 
proposes to use for each type of document being produced, and for each stage of the 
LDF process. 
 
 
The reference numbers below are used in the tables that follow: 
 

1 Engagement - the point at which people and organisations are made aware of 
the commencement of a specific stage of the process   

 
2 Consultation - a stage in the process when people and organisations are 

asked for their views and comments 
 

3 Consideration - a part of the process when views and comments received are 
actively considered, and taken into account 

 
4 Examination - the stage in the process when a document is formally 

‘examined’ by a Government Inspector.  This may involve a formal inquiry, 
attended by those who have been invited, and/or have a statutory right to 
attend 

 
5 Feedback - this stage will involve regular updates, and information about 

changes made directly as a result of community involvement in the process 
 

 
Published Documents - including questionnaires and surveys, letters, 
advertisements giving information and inviting opinions, displays in libraries, and 
exhibitions. 
 
Explanatory Documents - including leaflets, circulars and posters. 
 
Meetings and Working Groups - including formal meetings, focus groups, 
examinations and round-tables. 
 
Internet and Electronic Media – including websites and e-mail. 
 
Press and Broadcast Media – including regional and local newspapers, television 
and radio. 
 
Particular methods will be selected from these categories, for each stage of the 
process, as appropriate.   
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Communication Methods – Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) 
  

      
 Published 

Documents 
Explanatory 
Documents 

Meetings 
and 

Working 
Groups 

Internet and 
Electronic 

Media 

Press and  
Broadcast 

Media 

Stakeholders      
      
Residents 
 

1, 2, & 5  3 & 4 1, 2, & 5 1 & 2 

Community 
Groups 

1, 2, & 5  3 & 4 1, 2, & 5 1 & 2 

Businesses 
 

1, 2, & 5  3 & 4 1, 2, & 5 1 & 2 

Major 
Landowners 

1, 2, & 5  3 & 4 1, 2, & 5 1 & 2 

Strategic 
Partners 

1, 2, & 5  3 & 4 1, 2, & 5 1 & 2 

Infrastructure 
Providers 

1, 2, & 5  3 & 4 1, 2, & 5 1 & 2 

Public 
Organisations 

1, 2, & 5  3 & 4 1, 2, & 5 1 & 2 

City 
Councillors 
 

1, 2, & 5  3 & 4 1, 2, & 5 1 & 2 

City Council 
Services 

1, 2, & 5  3 & 4 1, 2, & 5 1 & 2 
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Communication Methods – LDF Issues and Preferred Options Report 
  
 

      
 Published 

Documents 
Explanatory 
Documents 

Meetings 
and 

Working 
Groups 

Internet and 
Electronic 

Media 

Press and  
Broadcast 

Media 

Stakeholders      
      
Residents 
 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

Community 
Groups 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

Businesses 
 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

Major 
Landowners 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

Strategic 
Partners 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

Infrastructure 
Providers 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

Public 
Organisations 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

City 
Councillors 
 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

City Council 
Services 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 
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Communication Methods – Development Plan Documents (DPDs) 
  
 

      
 Consultation 

Documents 
Explanatory 
Documents 

Meetings 
and 

Working 
Groups 

Internet and 
Electronic 

Media 

Press and  
Broadcast 

Media 

Stakeholders      
      
Residents 
 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

Community 
Groups 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

Businesses 
 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

Major 
Landowners 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

Strategic 
Partners 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

Infrastructure 
Providers 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

Public 
Organisations 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

City 
Councillors 
 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

City Council 
Services 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

 
 
 
Development Plan Documents are: 
 

Core Development Strategy 
Development Proposals 
Criteria-based Policies 
Proposals Map  
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Communication Methods – Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs) 
  
 

      
 Consultation 

Documents 
Explanatory 
Documents 

Meetings 
and 

Working 
Groups 

Internet and 
Electronic 

Media 

Press and  
Broadcast 

Media 

Stakeholders      
      
Residents 
 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

Community 
Groups 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

Businesses 
 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

Major 
Landowners 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

Strategic 
Partners 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

Infrastructure 
Providers 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

Public 
Organisations 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

City 
Councillors 
 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

City Council 
Services 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

 
 

 
Supplementary Planning Documents are: 
 
  City Centre Urban Design Framework 
  Plymstock Quarry 
  East End Renewal/Eastern Gateway 
  Northern Plymouth Framework 
  Millbay/Stonehouse Framework 
  Devonport Framework 
  Sutton Harbour/Hoe Framework 
  Barne Barton Framework 
  Plymouth’s Design Strategy 
  Affordable Housing 
  Education Contributions 
  Employment Land Contributions 
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 Retail Development Strategy 



Communication Methods – Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) 
  
 

      
 Consultation 

Documents 
Explanatory 
Documents 

Meetings 
and 

Working 
Groups 

Internet and 
Electronic 

Media 

Press and  
Broadcast 

Media 

Stakeholders      
      
Residents 
 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

Community 
Groups 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

Businesses 
 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

Major 
Landowners 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

Strategic 
Partners 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

Infrastructure 
Providers 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

Public 
Organisations 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

City 
Councillors 
 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 

City Council 
Services 

1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 1 , 2 & 3 1 & 2 
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APPENDIX 5 
 
 

COMMUNICATION METHODS – DEVELOPMENT CONTROL 
 
 

This Appendix sets out the methods of communication which the City Council 
proposes to use, in relation to development control matters. 
 
 
The reference numbers below are used in the table that follows: 
 

1 Engagement – the point at which people and organisations are made aware 
of a proposal 

 
2 Consultation – when people and organisations are asked for their views and 

comments 
 
3 Consideration – the stage in the process when views and comments received 

are actively considered, and taken into account 
 
4 Determination – the stage in the process when the proposal is formally 

determined by the City Council at committee 
 
 
Consultation Documents – including questionnaires and surveys, letters, 
advertisements giving information and inviting views, displays in libraries, and 
exhibitions 
 
Explanatory Documents – including leaflets, circulars and posters 
 
Meetings and Workshops – including ‘open days’ and Enquiry by Design 
 
Internet and electronic media – including websites and e-mail 
 
Press and Broadcast Media - including regional and local newspapers, television 
and radio 
 
Particular methods will be selected from these categories, for each stage of the 
process. 
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Communication Methods – Significant Development Control Decisions 
  

       
 Consultation 

documents  
Meetings, 

workshops, 
‘Enquiry by 
Design’ etc 

Internet and 
Electronic 

Media  

Press and 
Broadcast 

Media  

Statutory 
consultation 
documents 

Committee 
meetings 

Stakeholders       
       
Adjoining neighbours 
(including 
businesses) 

1 & 2 3 1 & 2 1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 

Wider community 
(occupiers of 
properties that do not 
adjoin site) 
 

1 & 2 3 1 & 2  1 & 2  3 & 4 

Owner of site (if not 
owned by developer) 
 

1 & 2 3 1 & 2 1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 

Statutory consultees 
 

1 & 2 3 1 & 2 1 & 2 1 & 2 3 & 4 

Councillors 
 

1 & 2 3 1 & 2 1 & 2  3 & 4 
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