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1. Introduction  

           Sout                           South Hams and West Devon Playing Pitch Strategy: Needs Assessment 1 

  

1.1 South Hams District Council and West Devon Borough Council commissioned naa to 

undertake a joint Playing Pitch Assessment and Strategy for their two authorities in June 2014.   

This process was to be linked with, and follow on from, the Playing Pitch Strategy Assessment 

which naa was currently producing for Plymouth City Council.    It has been regarded as 

essential that both strategies address cross boundary issues and displaced demand 

between the different authorities. 

 

1.2 South Hams and West Devon Councils are committed to producing a new Playing Pitch 

Strategy in order to ascertain the current availability of all sports pitches and related facilities 

across both areas and the requirements for the future.   The quality of playing pitches and 

the level of community access will also be assessed.  Once identified, these factors will 

enable both Councils to identify and plan improvements as well as prioritise any investment.   

This information will also be used to inform development within each area through the local 

planning process. 

 

1.3 For South Hams, the PPS will replace the previous one which has only expired recently.  This 

was part of the Devon County Council commission for the ‘Building Schools for the Future’ 

programme. 

 

1.4 For West Devon, the PPS will replace outdated plans going back to the 2003 Playing Pitch 

Strategy and the 2007 Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study.  In the interim period, a 

Tavistock Playing Pitch Assessment was undertaken in September 2013 by belap (Bennett 

Leisure & Planning Ltd) and this has been incorporated into the main West Devon PPS. 

 

Vision and key objectives 

1.5 These are linked to both Councils’ current strategic development plan – ‘Connect Strategy’ 

- which presents 4 key priorities and delivery plans. In particular the ‘Community Life Delivery 

Plan’ highlights healthy and active communities and the role and work of the Active South 

Hams and West Devon Partnership Network. 

 

1.6 Also the new emerging ‘Our Plan’ for both Councils includes key themes such as; 

 

• ensuring adequate access to recreation and open spaces; 

• enabling healthy and active lifestyles; and 

• improving the overall health, wellbeing and resilience of our communities. 

 

1.7 The Vision is:  

 
‘For South Hams and West Devon to have an appropriate range of grass and artificial 

playing pitches to meet current and projected future need, which are capable of 

enabling greater participation and better standards of play in the pitch sports and 

which are able to be maintained to a high standard and are sustainable in the long 

term.‘ 

 

1.8 Key aims are: 

 

• to protect and improve existing playing pitches and address the shortfall in quantity 

and quality; 
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• to identify areas in need of new or improved ancillary facilities; and                   

• to help direct investment to where improvements can have the greatest impact. 

1.9 Key objectives are to: 

 

• provide a robust evidence base that can be used by both Councils and its partners / 

stakeholders to inform a wide range of projects; 

• gather all available supply and demand data from a range of sources for all sports 

covered by this Playing Pitch Strategy; 

 

• assess the quality of all sites and pitches across both areas; 

 

• engage with Sport England and relevant NGBs throughout the production of this 

strategy in addition to other key partners such as SH and WD Natural Environment and 

Recreation Team, the Planning Unit, Town / Parish Councils, local Colleges / 

Academies and local key community organisations such as Tone Leisure / South Hams 

and Okehampton Community Recreation Association (OCRA); 

 

• compile a comprehensive database of the location and quality of all playing pitches; 

 

• assess whether there is sufficient pitch capacity to accommodate all elements of 

current and future demand; 

 

• identify the nature and location of any overuse, unmet demand and spare capacity 

for play across all pitch types and sports; 

 

• highlight the key issues around pitch provision and participation that need to be 

addressed; 

 

• establish clear, prioritised, specific and achievable site-specific recommendations 

and actions to address the key issues around pitch provision and participation; 

 

• ensure the strategy is kept robust and up to date; 

 

• provide a robust evidence base to inform each Council’s Local Plan and support the 

development of planning policy in relation to sports pitch provision and quality 

standards; and 

 

• the strategy will identify the main characteristics of the current supply and demand in 

South Hams / West Devon in order to underpin which sites are protected and 

enhanced and where new pitch provision is identified. 

1.10 A steering group comprising officers from planning policy, development management, 

estates management and countryside from each authority and representatives from 

Leisure, Active Devon, Sport England, Devon FA, the FA, the ECB, the RFU and England 

Hockey was established in June 2014. See below. 
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 Name Position/Representing 

Ross Kennerley  West Devon Borough  Council  

Jon Parkinson South Hams District Council  

Phil Baker South Hams District Council 

Gary Parsons Sport England 

Jill Borrow Active Devon (til September 2014) 

Lee Rider Football Association 

Chris French Devon Football Association 

Tim Nicholls England Cricket Board 

Matt Theedom Devon Cricket Board  

John Bendle Rugby Football Union 

Barbara Reynolds England Hockey  

Stuart Lord OCRA 

John Coates South Hams Local Sports Council 

Daniel Janota Dartmoor National Park Authority 

 

1st meeting of PPS Working 

Group 

29th May 2014 To principally consider Step 

1, and progress with Steps 2 

& 3 (Stage B) 

Meeting with Officers 17th September 2014 To principally consider Steps 

2 & 3 (Stage B)and progress 

with Step 4 (Stage C) 

 September 2014 Check & Challenge of 

Steps 2 and 3 by NGBs 

2nd meeting of PPS Working 

Group 

4th November 2014 To principally consider Steps 

4, 5 & 6 (Stage C) and 

progress towards Step 7 

(Stage D) 

Period of Working Group 

Consultation for Draft 

Playing Pitch Strategy 

28th November – 11th 

December 2014 

Sent to Working Party on 

28th November, in advance 

of meeting on 11th 

December 2015 

Meeting of FAOfficers and 

South Hams/West Devon 

Officers 

6th January 2015 To review Action Guide and 

report back on 

amendments to Strategy 

draft following meeting mid 

December 

Consultation on PPS Draft 

Strategy 

February/March 2015 Consultation Draft of 

Strategy – will form part of 

Supplementary Guidance 

for Local Plan  



 

               South H                South Hams and West Devon Playing Pitch Strategy: Needs Assessment 4 

1.11 The new PPS will look 17 years forward and link in with South Hams and West Devon ‘Our 

Plan’ which details future planning requirements until 2031. Once complete, the PPS will be 

reviewed annually by way of consultation with the steering group.  An in depth review and 

audit will take place every 3-5 years. 

  

1.12 This document is the evidence based assessment report and is set out as follows; 

 

• Section 1 – Introduction, 

• Section 2 - Strategic Context, Population and Participation 

• Section 3 – Football 

• Section 4 – Cricket 

• Section 5 – Rugby 

• Section 6–  Hockey and AGPs 

• Section 7 -  Key Findings and Issues by Sub Area 

 

 The Playing Pitch Methodology 

1.13 This section summarises the methodology that has been used in the development of the 

assessment and strategy. The assessment has been produced in line with guidance by Sport 

England (Playing Pitch Guidance, An approach to Developing and Delivering a Playing 

Pitch Strategy) 2013. 

 

1.14 Figure 1 summarises the ten stages of this methodology.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

               South H                South Hams and West Devon Playing Pitch Strategy: Needs Assessment 5 

Figure 1: Developing and Delivering a Playing Pitch Strategy – The 10 Step Approach 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.15 Stage 1 is concerned with agreeing the brief and setting up the Steering Group. 

 

1.16 With regard to Steps  2 and 3, the salient points are: 

 

Stage 2: Steps 2 and 3 – Gather Supply and Demand Information and Views 

1.17 The data collection process on the supply side included a full audit of pitches across South 

Hams and West Devon. For each site, the following information was collected; 

 

• Site name, location, ownership and management type 

• Number and type of pitches 

• Accessibility of pitches to the community 

10. Keep the 

strategy robust 

6. Identify the 

key findings 

& issues 

1. Prepare & tailor the 

approach 

2. Gather 

supply 

information 

3. Gather 

demand 

information 

4. Understand the 

situation at 

individual sites 

5. Develop the 

current & future 

pictures of 

provision 

7. Develop the 

recommendations 

& action plan 

8. Write & 

adopt the 

strategy 

9. Apply & 

deliver the 

strategy 

Developing and Delivering 

a Playing Pitch Strategy 

The 10 Step Approach 
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• Overall quality of pitches and ancillary facilities (including maintenance regimes) 

• Level of protection and security of tenure 

• Views of users and providers. 

 

1.18 To evaluate the demand for playing pitches in South Hams and Wes Devon,  the following 

information was collated; 

 

• Number of sports clubs and teams and their match and training requirements 

• Casual and other demand 

• Educational demand 

• Displaced demand (i.e. teams wishing to play within their home authority but unable 

to) 

• Latent demand  

• Future demand (including club and team aspirations for development as well as 

National Governing Body priorities and targets) 

• User views and experiences, including trends and changes in demand. 

1.19 The following tasks were undertaken to compile the supply and demand information: 

reviewing earlier audits of playing pitches (2010 South Hams Playing Pitch Assessment; 2004 

study of playing pitches in West Devon by PMP Consulting), consultants’ own local 

knowledge and the Sport England Active Places tool; 

 

• reviewing NGB data on pitches and local participation; 

• full review of local league websites, fixture lists and pitch booking records; 

• use of available technical quality assessment reports; and 

• undertaking non-technical site visits (in line with the Sport England Matrix) to sites 

where information on pitch quality was not otherwise available; 

• undertaking a survey of all schools and consultation with other playing pitch providers; 

• consultation with sports clubs and league secretaries; and 

• face to face and telephone discussions with NGBs to discuss key issues and priorities; 

 
1.20 Each pitch has been assigned a quality rating, using a scoring matrix prepared by the 

national governing bodies and provided through the emerging Sport England Guidance for 

the Preparation of a Playing Pitch Strategy (2013). The high response to club consultation, 

as well as information provided from grounds maintenance teams and NGBs means that 

this represents a robust assessment of the issues arising with pitch quality. 

 

1.21 The response rate for rugby, cricket and hockey has been good with most clubs responding; 

however there are still gaps for football. 

 

Stage C: Steps 4, 5 and 6 – Assessing the Supply and Demand Information and Views 

1.22 Figure 2 below sets out detail of the process used to analyse the adequacy of provision. 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2 – Overview of the Assessment Process 
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Stages D & E: Steps 7 – 10 - Develop the Strategy and Deliver the Strategy and Keep it Up to 

Date and Robust.    These stages will follow on once the Needs Assessment and Key Findings 

and Issues have been agreed. 

Understand the situation at 

individual sites 

Develop the current 
picture of provision 

Develop the future 

picture of provision 

An overview for each site available to the community 

should be developed consisting of: 

 

1. A comparison between the amount of play a site 

can accommodate with how much play takes place 

there; 

2. Whether there is any spare capacity during the peak 

period for relevant pitch types; 

3. The key issues with, and views of, the provision at the 
site. 

Identify the key findings 
and issues 

Site overviews should be used to help understand: 

 

1. The situation across all sites available to the 

community; 

2. The situation across only those sites with secured 

community use; 

3. The nature and extent of play taking place at sites 

with unsecured community use; 

4. The nature and extent of any displaced, unmet and 

latent demand; 

5. Key issues raised with the adequacy of provision; 

6. The situation at any priority sites. 

The current picture of provision and the future demand 

information from Stage B should be used to help 

understand: 

 

1. How population change will affect the demand for 

provision; 

2. How participation targets and current/future trends 

may affect the demand for provision; 

3. Whether there are any particular sports clubs or sites 

where demand is likely to increase; 

4. How any forthcoming changes in supply may affect 

the adequacy of provision to meet demand. 

The current and future pictures of provision, along with 

the site overviews, should be used to answer the 

following questions: 

 

1. What are the main characteristics of the current and 

future supply of and demand for provision? 

2. Is there enough accessible and secured community 

use provision to meet current and future demand? 

3. Is the provision that is accessible of sufficient quality 

and appropriately managed? 



 

2. Strategic Context, Population & Sports Participation 
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2.1 An understanding of the local strategic context, population and sports participation trends 

is essential in order to ensure that the assessment and strategy is tailored to the 

characteristics, profile and aspirations for the local area.  

2.2 This section therefore briefly summarises the key policies that impact upon the preparation 

of this assessment and strategy and provides an overview of the demographics and sports 

participation trends of the Area, and assesses the impact of this on demand for pitch sports. 

It provides an overview only - sport specific issues and participation is discussed in Sections 

3 – 8. 

Strategic Context 

2.3 At a national level, there are several key documents and policies that impact upon the 

preparation of this Playing Pitch Strategy:  

2.4 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) clearly establishes the requirement that 

local plans ensure that there is proper provision of community and cultural facilities to meet 

local needs. The NPPF’s expectations for the development of local planning policy for sport 

and physical activity/recreation, is set out in paragraphs 73 and 74 which require there to 

be a sound (i.e. up-to-date and verifiable) evidence base underpinning policy and its 

application. Paragraph 73 indicates that; 

‘Access to high quality open spaces and opportunities for sport and recreation can 

make an important contribution to the health and well-being of communities. Planning 

policies should be based on robust and up to date assessments of the needs for open 

space, sports and recreation facilities and opportunities for new provision. The 

assessments should identify specific needs and quantitative or qualitative deficits or 

surpluses of open space, sports and recreational facilities in the local area. Information 

gained from the assessments should be used to determine what open space, sports 

and recreational provision is required.’ 

2.5 Paragraph 74 states that 

‘Existing open space, sports and recreational buildings and land, including playing fields, 

should not be built on unless: 

• an assessment has been undertaken which has clearly shown the open space, 

buildings or land to be surplus to requirements, or 

• the loss resulting from the proposed development would be replaced by equivalent 

or better provision in terms of quantity and quality in a suitable location; or 

• the development is for alternative sports and recreational provision, the needs for 

which clearly outweigh the loss.’ 

2.6 Sport England has been a statutory consultee on planning applications affecting playing 

pitches since 1996 and has a long established policy of retention, which is the precursor to 

the National Planning Policy Framework guidance above. Sport England also advises that 

informed decisions on playing pitch matters require all local authorities to have an up to 

date assessment of need and a strategy emanating from this. Sport England recommend 

that a strategy is monitored and updated annually and refreshed every three years. This 

assessment will support the Councils in implementing a robust strategic approach to the 

delivery of pitches across the area. Sport England’s National Strategy – (2011/12 – 2014/15) 
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and Youth and Community Strategy (2012 – 2017) both underpin this playing pitch 

assessment. 

2.7 National Governing Body Facility Strategies: The Football Association (FA), England and 

Wales Cricket Board (ECB), Rugby Football Union (RFU), Rugby Football League (RFL) and 

England Hockey all set out strategies guiding the provision of facilities for their specific sport 

as follows; 

• The Football Association – National Game Strategy.   The FA is producing a new 

National Game Strategy with 4 key headings of: Sustain and grow; Player 

development; Better training and playing facilities; The football workforce 

• Grounds to Play – England and Wales Cricket Board Strategic Plan (2010 – 2013) 

• The Rugby Football Union National Facilities Strategy 

• The National Hockey Facility Strategy – The Right Facilities in the Right Places (2012). 

2.8 There are also a number of local documents which underpin the development of a Playing 

Pitch Strategy for South Hams and West Devon.   As referred to in Section 1, these include 

both Councils’ current strategic development plan – ‘Connect Strategy’ - which presents 4 

key priorities and delivery plans. In particular the ‘Community Life Delivery Plan’ highlights 

healthy and active communities and the role and work of the Active South Hams and West 

Devon Partnership Network.  The emerging ‘Our Plan’ – for which this Strategy provides 

supplementary evidence - emphasizes the importance of ensuring adequate access to 

recreation and open spaces, of healthy and active livestyles and of improving the overall 

health, wellbeing and resilience of our communities. 

2.9 Dartmoor National Park Authority is the planning authority for those parts of the National 

Park which lie within the areas of South Hams and West Devon.   The statutory purposes of 

National Park designation are:  

to conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage (of the 

National Parks); and to promote opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of the 

special qualities (of the National Parks) by the public. 

 
2.10 The supply of community related open space in the National Park has been mapped and 

quantified by the Authority (Dartmoor National Park Open Space, Sport and Recreation 

Study 2010). The survey adds to data already held on land open to public access by 

identifying areas of particular types (and above size thresholds) within or associated with 

classified settlements. 

2.11 Active Devon – the Community Sports Partnership for Devon has produced ‘Everyone in 

Devon active for life ‘- ‘A Framework for an Active Devon 2012-15’ The Mission as set out 

within this is: “‘Working together with those who share our vision of Everyone in Devon active 

for life, we create, support, promote and deliver local opportunities for people to 

participate in physical activity and sport.’ 

2.12 What is evident from the strategic analysis is the importance of participation, active lifestyles 

and the health and using sport to deliver improvements in the quality of life for the residents 

of the two authorities.  

Population and Participation in Sport 

2.13 An understanding of population trends and overall participation in sport underpins the 
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evaluation of the adequacy of facilities for football, cricket, rugby, and hockey in later 

sections. It provides an understanding of potential participation and latent demand as well 

as current levels of participation in sport and physical activity. As such, it provides an 

important context for playing pitch provision. 

2.14 This summary of key issues and trends draws on the findings from the Sport England Active 

People surveys and Sport England’s Market Segmentation tool. 

• Population trends: What are the population trends in South Hams and West Devon 

and what does this mean for pitch sports participation?  

• Sports Participation trends: what are the overall trends in participation, how are these 

changing and what does this mean for pitch sports participation? 

• What is the sporting profile of participants in South Hams and West Devon and where 

do they live: Using the Sport England market segmentation data to set out a sports 

and spatial profile of the most dominant population groups in South Hams and West 

Devon. How do pitch sports rank in the importance and the amount of sports played 

by these groups?  

2.15 The theoretical information summarised in this section will then be used to inform the sport 

specific assessments set out in Sections 3 to 7.  

POPULATION PROFILE AND TRENDS – SOUTH HAMS 

2.16 Analysis of the population profile provides a context for the interpretation of participation in 

pitch sports. This is extracted from ONS Census data and the most up to date population 

projections that are available. 

2.17 The 2011 Census estimates South Hams population to be 83,100 residents.  

2.18 Current ONS population projections to 2031 are based on 2012 population estimates, and 

were released by ONS in May 2014.    This Playing Pitch Strategy has to calculate ‘Team 

Generation Rates’ for each of the main pitch sports, and to do this population projections 

are required for different age and gender categories, depending on the specific 

requirements of the pitch sport Governing Bodies. These are discussed later under ‘future 

demand’. 

2.29 The table below shows the forecasted population change in South Hams for each year from 

2014 to 2031, which is the end date for the emerging district-wide local plan. This shows a 

forecasted population growth of some 5,000 or 6.0% in the period to 2031. 

Table 2.1: Population Projections for South Hams by year 

2012 based Population Projections for South Hams 2014-2031  (000s) 

 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

83.8 84.0 84.2 84.5 84.8 85.1 85.4 85.8 86.1 86.5 

2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 Chg 14-31 
% Chg 

14-31 

86.8 87.1 87.4 87.7 88.0 88.3 88.5 88.8 +5.0 +6.0% 

Source: Office of National Statistics, 2012-based Subnational Population Projections: 2012-2031(May 2014) 
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2.30 Looking in more detail at these population projections, the data below shows the most up 

to date forecasted population change in South Hams by age group for the next 10 years 

(2014-2024) and for the emerging local plan period (2014-2031). This shows a forecasted 

population growth of some 3,013 (+3.6%) in the period 2014-2024, and 4,992 (+6.0%) in the 

period 2014-2031.     Table 2.2 below pertains. 

Table 2.2:  ONS Population Projections for South Hams District by age group: 2014-2024 and 

2014-2031 

Age 

Group 2014 2024 

Change 

2014-

2024 

% 

Change 

2014-

2024 2031 

Change 

2014-

2031 

% 

Change 

2014-

2031 

0-4 3913 3799 -114 -2.9% 3726 -187 -4.8% 

5-9 4179 4522 +343 8.2% 4450 +271 +6.5% 

10-14 4374 5031 +657 +15.0% 4990 +616 +14.1% 

15-19 4509 4457 -52 -1.2% 4799 +290 +6.4% 

20-24 3417 2971 -446 -13.1% 3350 -67 -2.0% 

25-29 3432 3356 -76 -2.2% 3191 -241 -7.0% 

30-34 3489 3564 +75 +2.1% 3345 -144 -4.1% 

35-39 3662 3945 +283 +7.7% 4025 +363 +9.9% 

40-44 4785 4358 -427 -8.9% 4492 -293 -6.1% 

45-49 6351 4426 -1925 -30.3% 4839 -1512 -23.8% 

50-54 6641 5589 -1052 -15.8% 4933 -1708 -25.7% 

55-59 6328 6933 +605 +9.6% 5466 -862 -13.6% 

60-64 6585 7168 +583 +8.9% 6934 +349 +5.3% 

65-69 7334 6561 -773 -10.5% 7539 +205 +2.8% 

70-74 5110 6212 +1102 +21.6% 6549 +1439 +28.2% 

75-79 3911 6219 +2308 +59.0% 5499 +1588 +40.6% 

80-84 2846 3813 +967 +34.0% 5249 +2403 +84.4% 

85+ 2904 3859 +955 +32.9% 5387 +2483 +85.5% 

Total 

Population 
83,779 86,792 +3,013 +3.6% 88,771 4,992 +6.0% 

Source: ONS 2012-based Sub National Population Projections (May 2014) 

 
2.31 If these changes are analysed by age groups, it can be seen that, of the predicted increase 

in population of 3,013 (3.6%) over the 10 year period 2014-2024, the age groups predicted 

to increase are the 5-14, 30-39, 55-64 and 70+ age groups, with all other age groups (ie 0-4, 

15-29, 40-54 and 65-69) seeing a decline in numbers over this period. 

2.32 For the period 2014-2031, the age groups predicted to increase are the 5-19, 35-39 and 60+, 

with all other age groups (ie 0-4, 20-34 and 40-59) seeing a decline in numbers over this 

period. 

2.33 If these changes are analysed in accordance with the different age groups that generally 

take part in different pitch sports, the situation is expected to be as follows: 
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Table 2.3:  Population Change in South Hams by Pitch Sport Age Groups: 2014-2024  

 
Age group Population 

2014 

Population 

2024 

Change 

2014-

2024  

% 

Change 

2014-

2024 

Mini pitch sports (5-9) 4179 4522 +343 +8.2% 

Youth/junior pitch sports (10-19) 8883 9489 +606 +6.8% 

Adult pitch sports (20-54) 31,780 28,212 -3568 -11.2% 

Veterans pitch sports (55-69) 20,248 20,663 +415 +2.0% 

Overall ‘active participation’ age groups 

(5-69) 
65,092 62,887 -2205 -3.4% 

Total population increase  2011-2021 
83,779 86,792 +3013 +3.6% 

 

Table 2.4:  Population Change in South Hams by Pitch Sport Age Groups: 2014-2031 

 
Age group Population 

2014 

Population 

2031 

Change 

2014-

2031  

% 

Change 

2014-

2031 

Mini pitch sports (5-9) 4179 4450 +271 +6.5% 

Youth/junior pitch sports (10-19) 8883 9790 +907 +10.2% 

Adult pitch sports (20-54) 31780 28179 -3601 -11.3% 

Veterans pitch sports (55-69) 20248 19940 -308 -1.5% 

Overall ‘active participation’ age 

groups (5-69) 
65,092 62,360 -2732 -4.2% 

Total population increase  2011-2021 
83,779 88,771 4,992 +6.0% 

 

2.34 It can be seen from the above analysis for South Hams that: 

• The number of people in the overall ‘active participation’ age group (5-69) is 

projected to decrease in 10 year period to 2024, by some 2205 (-3.4%). This figure is 

predicted to decline further in the period to 2031, by a total of 2732 (-4.2%). 

 

• The only age groups within the ‘active participation’ group that are projected to see 

a significant increase in numbers in the period to 2024 is the 5-9 (mini pitch sports) and 

10-19 (youth/junior pitch sports) groups. There is also predicted to be a slight increase 

in the 55-69 (veteran pitch sports) age group in the same period. A broadly similar 

picture emerges when looking ahead to 2031, although the 55-69 (veteran pitch 

sports) age group will decline slightly in the period 2014-2031.  

 

• The age group predicted to see a significant decline in numbers in the period 2014-

2024 and 2014-2031 is the 20-54 (adult pitch sport) age group, which is predicted to 

fall by some 3568 (-11.2%) in the period 2014-2024, and by 3601 (-11.3%) in the period 

2014-2031.  

New Housing 

2.35 The housing requirements for the South Hams up to 2016 are currently set out in the LDF Core 

Strategy (adopted 2006). These were based on the Devon Structure Plan which provided 

the strategic context for the district to 2016. 
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2.36 These requirements total 9,100 dwellings for the district as a whole over the period 2001-16 

(which equates to 607 dwellings per annum). The strategic planning documents make 

provision for 4,500 of these dwellings to be accommodated in the Plymouth Principal Urban 

Area (PPUA), 4,000 of which are to be located at the Sherford New Community. Provision is 

also made for 4,600 dwellings in the remainder of the district (the rural South Hams) which 

equates to 307 dwellings per annum. These are the key figures against which the district’s 

housing supply is currently assessed. Future housing provision will be a key element of the 

new local plan and these figures will be revised and rolled forward into the new plan period 

of 2011-31.  

2.37 It should be noted that if the Playing Pitch Strategy were to be based solely on ONS 

population projections, this would significantly underestimate likely future pitch 

requirements in South Hams. Additional major housing growth at Sherford needs to be taken 

into account as this will provide for additional population growth over and above that 

required to meet ONS projections.  

2.38 Therefore, for the purpose of this Playing Pitch Strategy the following new housing figures are 

assumed – these can be reviewed once the new local plan is finalised: 

• New housing required to provide for ONS population increase of 4,992 in South Hams 

in the period 2014-2031 (based on the 2011 Census derived household size of 2.21 

persons per household) = 2,260 new dwellings (approx. 130 dwellings per year) 

• Additional housing growth at Sherford  2014-2031 = 4,600 new dwellings (approx. 270 

dwellings per year) 

• South Hams total 2014-2031 = 6,860 new dwellings (approx. 400 dwellings per year). 

Population Profile and Trends – West Devon 

2.39 The 2011 Census estimates West Devon’s population to be 53,500 residents.  

2.40 Current population projections to 2031 are 2010 based, and are only available in quinary (5 

year) age bands, rounded to the nearest one thousand.  

2.41 This Playing Pitch Strategy has to calculate ‘Team Generation Rates’ for each of the main 

pitch sports, and to do this population projections are required for different age and gender 

categories, depending on the specific requirements of the pitch sport Governing Bodies. 

These are discussed later under ‘future demand’. 

2.42 The table below shows the forecasted population change in West Devon for each year 

between 2010 and 2031, which is the end date for the emerging borough-wide local plan.   

This shows a forecasted population growth of some 8500 or +15.5% in the period to 2031. 

Table 2.5:  Population projections for West Devon by year 

2012 based Population Projections for West Devon 2014-2031  (000s) 
 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

54.8 55.4 55.9 56.4 57.0 57.5 58.1 58.6 59.2 59.7 

 

2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 Chg 14-31 
% Chg 

14-31 

60.2 60.7 61.2 61.6 62.1 62.5 62.9 63.3 +8.5 +15.5% 
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Source: Office of National Statistics, 2012-based Subnational Population Projections: 2012-2031(May 2014) 

 

2.43 Looking in more detail at these population projections, the data below shows the most up 

to date forecasted population change in West Devon by age group for the next 10 years 

(2014-2024) and for the emerging local plan period (2014-2031). This shows a forecasted 

population growth of some 5,373 (+9.8%) in the period 2014-2024, and 8,479 (+15.5%) in the 

period 2014-2031. 

Table 2.6: ONS Population Projections for West Devon District by age group: 2014-2024 and 

2014-2031 

 

Age 

Group 2014 2024 

Change 

2014-

2024 

% 

Change 

2014-

2024 2031 

Change 

2014-

2031 

% 

Change 

2014-

2031 

0-4 2607 2801 +194 +7.4% 2755 +148 +5.7% 

5-9 2817 3130 +313 +11.1% 3141 +324 +11.5% 

10-14 2775 3274 +499 +18.0% 3414 +639 +23.0% 

15-19 2912 2876 -36 -1.2% 3113 +201 +6.9% 

20-24 2178 1795 -383 -17.5% 2055 -173 -7.9% 

25-29 2559 2472 -87 -3.4% 2332 -227 -8.9% 

30-34 2527 2884 +357 +14.1% 2669 +142 +5.6% 

35-39 2581 3136 +555 +21.5% 3182 +601 +23.3% 

40-44 3237 3242 +5 +0.2% 3538 +301 +9.3% 

45-49 4088 3184 -904 -22.1% 3580 -508 -12.4% 

50-54 4408 3894 -514 -11.7% 3643 -765 -17.4% 

55-59 3959 4687 +728 +18.4% 3941 -18 -0.5% 

60-64 4084 4901 +817 +20.0% 4806 +722 +17.7% 

65-69 4520 4301 -219 -4.8% 5174 +654 +14.5% 

70-74 3315 3986 +671 +20.2% 4424 +1109 +33.5% 

75-79 2487 3984 +1497 +60.2% 3664 +1177 +47.3% 

80-84 1840 2689 +849 +46.1% 3619 +1779 +96.7% 

85+ 1947 2980 +1033 +53.1% 4270 +2323 +119.3% 

Total 

Population 
54,849 60,222 +5,373 +9.8% 63,328 +8,479 +15.5% 

Source: ONS 2012-based Sub National Population Projections (May 2014) 

 
2.44 If these changes are analysed by age groups, it can be seen that, of the predicted increase 

in population of 5,373 (9.8%) over the 10 year period 2014-2024, the age groups predicted 

to increase are the 0-14, 30-44, 55-64 and 70+ age groups, with all other age groups (ie 15-

29, 45-54 and 65-69) seeing a decline in numbers over this period. 

2.45 For the period 2014-2031, the age groups predicted to increase are the 0-19, 30-44 and 60+, 

with all other age groups (ie 20-29 and 45-59) seeing a decline in numbers over this period. 

2.46 If these changes are analysed in accordance with the different age groups that generally 
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take part in different pitch sports, the situation is expected to be as follows: 

Table 2.7: Population Change in West Devon by Pitch Sport Age Groups: 2014-2024  
 
Age group Population 

2014 

Population 

2024 

Change 

2014-

2024  

% 

Change 

2014-

2024 

Mini pitch sports (5-9) 2,817 3,130 +313 +11.1% 

Youth/junior pitch sports (10-19) 5,687 6,150 +463 +8.1% 

Adult pitch sports (20-54) 21,581 20,609 -976 -4.5% 

Veterans pitch sports (55-69) 12,565 13,890 +1,325 +10.5% 

Overall ‘active participation’ age groups 

(5-69) 
42,651 43,780 +1,129 +2.6% 

Total population increase  2014 -2024 
54,849 60,222 +5,373 +9.8% 

 
Table 2.8: Population Change in West Devon by Pitch Sport Age Groups: 2014-2031 

 
Age group Population 

2014 

Population 

2031 

Change 

2014-

2031  

% 

Change 

2014-

2031 

Mini pitch sports (5-9) 2,817 3,141 +324 +11.5% 

Youth/junior pitch sports (10-19) 5,687 6,527 +840 +14.8% 

Adult pitch sports (20-54) 21,581 21,001 -580 -2.7% 

Veterans pitch sports (55-69) 12,565 13,922 +1,357 +10.8% 

Overall ‘active participation’ age groups 

(5-69) 
42,651 44,593 +1,942 +4.6% 

Total population increase  2014-2031 
54,849 63,328 +8,479 +15.5% 

 

2.47 It can be seen from the above analysis for West Devon that: 

• The number of people in the overall ‘active participation’ age group (5-69) is 

projected to increase slightly in the 10 year period to 2024, by some 1,129 (2.6%). This 

figure is also predicted to increase in the period 2014-2031, by a total of 1,942 (4.6%). 

 

• The only age groups within the ‘active participation’ group that are projected to see 

a significant increase in numbers in the period to 2024 is the 5-9 (mini pitch sports) and 

10-19 (youth/junior pitch sports) groups. There is also predicted to be an increase in 

the 55-69 (veteran pitch sports) age group in the same period. A broadly similar 

picture emerges when looking ahead to 2031. 

 

• The age group predicted to see a decline in numbers in the period 2014-2024 and 

2014-2031 is the 20-54 (adult pitch sport) age group, which is predicted to fall by some 

976 (-4.5%) in the period 2014-2024, and by 580 (-2.7%) in the period 2014-2031.  

Housing projections for West Devon 

New Housing 

2.48 The scale of housing development for West Devon has been based on the original 

requirements set out in the South West Regional Spatial Strategy, which was to provide at 
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least 4,400 dwellings in the Borough for the period 2006-2026. Evidence from the Housing 

Market Needs Assessment shows that the housing need of the Borough exceeds this 

requirement, but there is a need to balance the significant need for housing development 

with the need to protect the special environmental quality of West Devon. As such, the Core 

Strategy plans to provide at least 4,400 dwellings during the plan period. 

2.49 Future housing provision will be a key element of the new local plan and these figures will 

be revised and rolled forward into the new plan period of 2011-31. However, for the purpose 

of this Playing Pitch Strategy the following new housing figures are assumed – these can be 

reviewed once the new local plan is finalised: 

• New housing required to provide for ONS population increase of 8,479 in West Devon 

in the period 2014-2031 (based on the 2011 Census derived household size of 2.28 

persons per household) = 3,719 new dwellings (approx. 220 dwellings per year). 

 
2.50 The Dartmoor National Park Plan looks to the majority (at least 60%) of all new housing 

development in the National Park in the period to 2026 being located in the designated 

Local Centres of Chagford, Horrabridge, Princetown and Yelverton (West Devon) and South 

Brent (South Hams). 

 
ADULT PARTICIPATION IN SPORT     

Active People  

2.51 Sport England’s main measure of sport is based on the percentage of adults (aged 16+) 

playing for at least 30 minutes of sport at moderate intensity at least once a week, measured 

by the Active People Survey (APS). This continuously measures the number of people taking 

part in sport across the nation and in local communities. It is the largest survey of sport and 

activity ever carried out in Europe and forms the basis of the data below. 

2.52 The ‘1 x 30’ indicator does not include recreational walking or recreational cycling. It does 

include more strenuous walking activities, such as hill walking, rambling and power walking.  

For those aged 65 and over, it includes light intensity activities such as yoga, pilates, bowls, 

archery and croquet.  It also includes cycling if done at least once a week at moderate 

intensity for 30 minutes. 

2.53 The latest APS results cover the 12 month period from April 2013 to April 2014 (APS8 Q2). An 

analysis of the Active People data from 2005-2013 is provided by Sport England in a series 

of Local Sports Profiles which are available for each local authority area in England.  These 

profiles form the basis of the following summary of sports participation in South Hams and 

West Devon. 

 

 

 

 

 

South Hams 
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Adult (16+) Participation in Sport (at least once a week), by year 

   

Active People Survey and Year South Hams South West England 

APS1 - 2005/06 37.6% 33.8% 34.2% 

APS2 - 2007/08 35.9% 35.5% 35.8% 

APS3 - 2008/09 36.9% 36.3% 35.7% 

APS4 - 2009/10 34.6% 35.5% 35.3% 

APS5 - 2010/11 36.1% 35.7% 34.8% 

APS6 - 2011/12 35.9% 36.2% 36.0% 

APS7 - 2012/13 36.2% 35.8% 35.7% 

APS8 (Q2) 2013/2014 43.2% 36.7% 35.5% 

Source: Active People Survey, Year: 2005/06 (APS1), to 2013/14 (APS8 Q2) 

Measure: Adult participation, aged 16+  

^ 1 session a week (at least 4 sessions of at least moderate intensity for at least 

30 minutes in the previous 28 days) 

 

 

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

APS1 -
2005/06

APS2 -
2007/08

APS3 -
2008/09

APS4 -
2009/10

APS5 -
2010/11

APS6 -
2011/12

APS7 -
2012/13

Adult (16+) participation in sport at least once a week -
2005/06 to 2012/13

South Hams South West England
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ACTIVE PEOPLE – SOUTH HAMS SUMMARY 

2.54 For South Hams District the above survey data shows the following: 

• Since the first Active People Survey in 2005/06, once a week sports participation in 

South Hams has increased from 37.6% to 43.2% in 2013/14. 

• In the period 2007/08 to 2012/13, overall participation rates in South Hams were 

broadly similar to both the regional and national figures.  

• However, the latest Active People Survey (APS8 Q2 2013/14) figure for adult 

participation in sport at least once a week in South Hams is 43.2%, which is higher than 

both the South West Region figure of 36.7% and the national figure of 35.5%. 

• The 2012/13 (APS7) survey shows that adult male sports participation rate (34.0%) in 

South Hams was lower than female (38.2%). Male participation rates were lower than 

both the regional and national levels, whilst female rates were above both regional 

and national levels. 

• Sports participation rates among older people (55+) in South Hams are slightly higher 

than both regional and national rates. 

2.55 The generally upward trend in sports participation in South Hams since 2005/06 suggests that 

there are strong foundations for continuing to build participation in sport and active 

recreation in the District. 

 

 

Adult (16+) Participation in Sport (at least once a week^), by year, and demographic breakdown

2005/06 2012/13 2005/06 2012/13 2005/06 2012/13

37.6% 36.2% 33.8% 35.8% 34.2% 35.7%

41.6% 34.0% 37.8% 38.4% 38.9% 40.9%
33.8% 38.2% 30.1% 33.3% 29.8% 30.7%

37.5% 36.2% 33.7% 35.9% 34.3% 35.6%
* * 37.0% 35.0% 33.2% 36.3%

18.9% * 15.6% 19.1% 15.1% 18.5%
40.9% 39.0% 37.3% 39.3% 37.8% 39.2%

76.2% * 59.2% 58.3% 55.7% 53.7%
48.7% * 47.4% 47.6% 45.2% 45.0%
40.1% 39.1% 35.3% 38.5% 35.2% 37.7%
23.0% 22.2% 18.8% 21.4% 18.8% 21.3%

39.8% 38.9% 38.9% 41.3% 40.1% 42.1%
* * 33.1% 35.2% 32.3% 34.7%

34.1% 37.6% 29.5% 31.7% 32.4% 33.6%
36.4% * 28.1% 30.9% 26.9% 28.7%

^ 1 session a w eek (at least 4 sessions of at least moderate intensity for at least 30 minutes in the previous 28 days)

Source: Active People Survey, Year: 2005/06 (APS1), to 2012/13 (APS7), Measure: Adult participation 

Year
South Hams South West England

No Limiting Disability

16-25
26-34
35-54
55+

NS SEC 1-2

All

Male
Female

White
Non-White

Limiting Disability

NS SEC 3
NS SEC 4
NS SEC 5-8
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West Devon 

 

Adult (16+) Participation in Sport (at least once a week^), by year 

   

Active People 

Survey and Year 
West Devon South West England 

APS1 - 2005/06 31.6% 33.8% 34.2% 

APS2 - 2007/08 34.1% 35.5% 35.8% 

APS3 - 2008/09 32.2% 36.3% 35.7% 

APS4 - 2009/10 34.5% 35.5% 35.3% 

APS5 - 2010/11 32.0% 35.7% 34.8% 

APS6 - 2011/12 36.8% 36.2% 36.0% 

APS7 - 2012/13 37.1% 35.8% 35.7% 

APS8 (Q2) 

2013/2014 
33.3% 36.7% 35.5% 

Source: Active People Survey, Year: 2005/06 (APS1), to 2013/14 (APS8 Q2) 

Measure: Adult participation, aged 16+  

^ 1 session a week (at least 4 sessions of at least moderate intensity for at least 

30 minutes in the previous 28 days) 
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WEST DEVON SUMMARY 

2.56 For West Devon Borough the above survey data shows the following: 

• Since the first Active People Survey in 2005/06, once a week sports participation in 

West Devon has increased from 31.6% to 33.3% in 2013/14. 

• In the period 2005/06 to 2010/11, overall participation rates in West Devon were below 

both the regional and national figures. However, in the periods 2011/12 and 2012/13 

the rate was above both the regional and national figures. 

• The latest Active People Survey (APS8 Q2 2013/14) figure for adult participation in sport 

at least once a week in West Devon is 33.3%, which is lower than both the South West 

Region figure of 36.7% and the national figure of 35.5%. 

• The 2012/13 (APS7) survey shows that adult male sports participation rate (42.5%) in 

West Devon was higher than female (31.7%). Male participation rates were higher 

than both the regional and national levels, whilst female rates were below the 

regional figure but above the national. 

• Sports participation rates among older people (55+) in West Devon are slightly higher 

than both regional and national rates. 

2.57 The generally upward trend in sports participation in West Devon since 2005/06 suggests 

that there are strong foundations for continuing to build participation in sport and active 

recreation in the Borough. 

 

 

 

Adult (16+) Participation in Sport (at least once a week^), by year, and demographic breakdown

2005/06 2012/13 2005/06 2012/13 2005/06 2012/13

8 31.6% 36.9% 33.8% 35.8% 34.2% 35.7%

10 32.9% 42.5% 37.8% 38.4% 38.9% 40.9%
12 30.3% 31.7% 30.1% 33.3% 29.8% 30.7%

22 31.9% 36.4% 33.7% 35.9% 34.3% 35.6%
24 * * 37.0% 35.0% 33.2% 36.3%

28 * * 15.6% 19.1% 15.1% 18.5%
30 34.6% 39.0% 37.3% 39.3% 37.8% 39.2%

14 48.1% * 59.2% 58.3% 55.7% 53.7%
16 54.1% * 47.4% 47.6% 45.2% 45.0%
18 34.5% 45.2% 35.3% 38.5% 35.2% 37.7%
20 20.8% 22.4% 18.8% 21.4% 18.8% 21.3%

34 37.6% 41.6% 38.9% 41.3% 40.1% 42.1%
36 * * 33.1% 35.2% 32.3% 34.7%
38 36.8% * 29.5% 31.7% 32.4% 33.6%
40 25.5% 36.1% 28.1% 30.9% 26.9% 28.7%

^ 1 session a w eek (at least 4 sessions of at least moderate intensity for at least 30 minutes in the previous 28 days)

Source: Active People Survey, Year: 2005/06 (APS1), to 2012/13 (APS7), Measure: Adult participation 

Year
West Devon South West England

No Limiting Disability

16-25
26-34
35-54
55+

NS SEC 1-2

All

Male
Female

White
Non-White

Limiting Disability

NS SEC 3
NS SEC 4
NS SEC 5-8
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Market Segmentation Analysis  

Sport England’s Market Segmentation Data 

2.58 Sport England’s market segmentation tool has been designed to help understand the life 

stages and attitudes of different population groups – and the sporting interventions most 

likely to engage them. 

2.59 The market segmentation data builds on the results of Sport England’s Active People survey, 

the Department of Culture, Media and Sport's Taking Part survey, and the Mosaic tool from 

Experian. From this data it is possible to: 

• present a picture of the dominant social groups in a given local authority area; 

• estimate the proportion of the adult population within each market segment group 

that do participate in specific sports and how this compares to county, regional and 

national figures; and 

• estimate how many adults would like to participate (or participate more) in specific 

sports. 

Market Segmentation Analysis – South Hams 

2.62 The table below shows the numbers and percentage rates of the South Hams population 

that fall into each of the 19 sports market segmentation groups.  

 

2.63 The table above and the chart below show that the dominant market segmentation 

groups in South Hams are: 

1. Ralph & Phylis:  Retired couples, enjoying active and comfortable lifestyles 

• Generally less active than the average adult population, but their activity 

levels are higher than others in their age range. 

• They are likely to be doing the same or less sport than 12 months ago, with 

health the main issue for those doing less. 

Market segmentation

Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate

A01 3.6 5.4% 205.2 5.0% 1,989.1 4.9%
A02 1.4 2.1% 198.2 4.5% 2,162.9 5.4%
A03 3.8 5.7% 198.2 4.8% 1,896.5 4.7%
A04 1.3 1.9% 151.5 3.7% 1,711.6 4.3%
B05 3.5 5.2% 203.5 4.9% 1,829.8 4.5%
B06 6.4 9.5% 381.0 9.2% 3,554.0 8.8%
B07 2.9 4.4% 183.7 4.4% 1,766.4 4.4%
B08 2.5 3.8% 202.3 4.9% 1,965.0 4.9%
B09 1.4 2.1% 160.9 3.9% 2,386.6 5.9%
B10 1.1 1.6% 108.3 2.6% 1,507.3 3.7%
C11 7.4 11.0% 402.4 9.7% 3,480.0 8.6%
C12 6.2 9.2% 291.8 7.0% 2,443.9 6.1%
C13 6.9 10.3% 355.4 8.6% 2,723.7 6.8%
C14 1.5 2.2% 143.6 3.5% 1,976.8 4.9%
C15 1.3 1.9% 120.1 2.9% 1,484.5 3.7%
C16 0.6 1.0% 61.6 1.5% 855.0 2.1%
D17 7.8 11.7% 257.2 6.2% 1,700.2 4.2%
D18 2.3 3.5% 182.9 4.4% 1,612.9 4.0%
D19 5.0 7.4% 344.7 8.3% 3,206.3 8.0%

Total 67.0 100.0% 4,141.3 100.0% 40,252.4 100.0%
Source: Sport England and Experian Ltd, Year: 2010, Measure: Sport Market Segmentation

Frank Twilight Year Gents
Elsie & Arnold Retirement Home Singles

Terry Local ‘Old Boys’
Norma Later Life Ladies
Ralph & Phyllis Comfortable Retired Couples

Elaine Empty Nest Career Ladies
Roger & Joy Early Retirement Couples
Brenda Older Working Women

Kev Pub League Team Mates
Paula Stretched Single Mums
Philip Comfortable Mid-Life Males

Tim Settling Down Males
Alison Stay at Home Mums
Jackie Middle England Mums

Chloe Fitness Class Friends
Leanne Supportive Singles
Helena Career Focused Females

South West England

Ben Competitive Male Urbanites
Jamie Sports Team Drinkers

Code Name Description
South Hams
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• The top sports that Ralph & Phyllis participate in are keep fit or gym (10%); 

swimming (9%); golf (7%) and bowls (4%). 

 

2. Philip:  Mid-life professional, sporty males with older children  

• Sporting activity levels are above the national average. 

• The top sports that Philip participates in are: cycling, 16% of this segment do 

this at least once a month, almost double the national average. 

• Philip also enjoys keep fit/gym, swimming, football, golf and athletics (running). 

His participation in most of his top sports is above the national average. 

 

3. Roger & Joy: Early Retirement Couples 

• Slightly less active than the average adult population. 

• The top sports that Roger & Joy participate in are: keep fit/gym and swimming 

(13%), followed by cycling (8%), golf (6%) and angling (2%). 

• Their participation levels are below average for all of these sports, with the 

exception of bowls, golf and angling. 

 

4. Tim: Sporty male professionals, settling down with partner 

• Tim is an active type that takes part in sport on a regular basis. 

• The top sports that Tim participates in are cycling (21% of this segment take 

part in cycling compared to 9% of all adults); 20% of this segment take part in 

keep fit/gym, compared to 17% of all adults. 

• Swimming, football and athletics or running are also popular sports for Tim.  

 

5. Elaine: Empty Nest Career Ladies 

• Elaine’s sporting activity levels are consistent with the national average. 

• The top sports that Elaine participates in are: keep fit/gym and swimming (with 

around a fifth of the segment doing these), followed by cycling (7%), athletics 

or running (3%), tennis (2%), badminton (2%) and horse riding (2%). 

• Her participation levels are above average for keep fit/gym and swimming. 
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Market Segmentation Analysis – West Devon 

2.64 The table below shows the numbers and percentage rates of the West Devon population 

that fall into each of the 19 sports market segmentation groups.  

 

Market segmentation

Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate

A01 2.3 5.5% 205.2 5.0% 1,989.1 4.9%
A02 0.9 2.2% 198.2 4.5% 2,162.9 5.4%
A03 2.6 6.3% 198.2 4.8% 1,896.5 4.7%
A04 0.9 2.0% 151.5 3.7% 1,711.6 4.3%
B05 2.4 5.8% 203.5 4.9% 1,829.8 4.5%
B06 4.3 10.3% 381.0 9.2% 3,554.0 8.8%
B07 1.8 4.3% 183.7 4.4% 1,766.4 4.4%
B08 1.6 3.9% 202.3 4.9% 1,965.0 4.9%
B09 1.0 2.3% 160.9 3.9% 2,386.6 5.9%
B10 0.6 1.3% 108.3 2.6% 1,507.3 3.7%
C11 4.3 10.3% 402.4 9.7% 3,480.0 8.6%
C12 3.6 8.7% 291.8 7.0% 2,443.9 6.1%
C13 3.9 9.3% 355.4 8.6% 2,723.7 6.8%
C14 1.1 2.7% 143.6 3.5% 1,976.8 4.9%
C15 0.8 2.0% 120.1 2.9% 1,484.5 3.7%
C16 0.4 0.9% 61.6 1.5% 855.0 2.1%
D17 4.7 11.3% 257.2 6.2% 1,700.2 4.2%
D18 1.6 3.9% 182.9 4.4% 1,612.9 4.0%
D19 2.9 6.9% 344.7 8.3% 3,206.3 8.0%

Total 41.8 100.0% 4,141.3 100.0% 40,252.4 100.0%
Source: Sport England and Experian Ltd, Year: 2010, Measure: Sport Market Segmentation

Frank Twilight Year Gents
Elsie & Arnold Retirement Home Singles

Terry Local ‘Old Boys’
Norma Later Life Ladies
Ralph & Phyllis Comfortable Retired Couples

Elaine Empty Nest Career Ladies
Roger & Joy Early Retirement Couples
Brenda Older Working Women

Kev Pub League Team Mates
Paula Stretched Single Mums
Philip Comfortable Mid-Life Males

Tim Settling Down Males
Alison Stay at Home Mums
Jackie Middle England Mums

Chloe Fitness Class Friends
Leanne Supportive Singles
Helena Career Focused Females

South West England

Ben Competitive Male Urbanites
Jamie Sports Team Drinkers

Code Name Description
West Devon
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2.65 The table above and the chart below show that the dominant market segmentation 

groups in West Devon are: 

6. Ralph & Phylis:  Retired couples, enjoying active and comfortable lifestyles 

• Generally less active than the average adult population, but their activity 

levels are higher than others in their age range. 

• They are likely to be doing the same or less sport than 12 months ago, with 

health the main issue for those doing less. 

• The top sports that Ralph & Phyllis participate in are keep fit or gym (10%); 

swimming (9%); golf (7%) and bowls (4%). 

 

7. Philip:  Mid-life professional, sporty males with older children  

• Sporting activity levels are above the national average. 

• The top sports that Philip participates in are: cycling, 16% of this segment do 

this at least once a month, almost double the national average. 

• Philip also enjoys keep fit/gym, swimming, football, golf and athletics (running). 

His participation in most of his top sports is above the national average. 

 

8. Tim: Sporty male professionals, settling down with partner 

• Tim is an active type that takes part in sport on a regular basis. 

• The top sports that Tim participates in are cycling (21% of this segment take 

part in cycling compared to 9% of all adults); 20% of this segment take part in 

keep fit/gym, compared to 17% of all adults. 

• Swimming, football and athletics or running are also popular sports for Tim.  

 

9. Roger & Joy: Early Retirement Couples 

• Slightly less active than the average adult population. 

• The top sports that Roger & Joy participate in are: keep fit/gym and swimming 

(13%), followed by cycling (8%), golf (6%) and angling (2%). 

• Their participation levels are below average for all of these sports, with the 

exception of bowls, golf and angling. 

 

10. Elaine: Empty Nest Career Ladies 

• Elaine’s sporting activity levels are consistent with the national average. 

• The top sports that Elaine participates in are: keep fit/gym and swimming (with 

around a fifth of the segment doing these), followed by cycling (7%), athletics 

or running (3%), tennis (2%), badminton (2%) and horse riding (2%). 

• Her participation levels are above average for keep fit/gym and swimming. 
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2.66 Note:  For ease and relevance of presentation and analysis throughout this report, South 

Hams and West Devon have been divided into sub areas, as below.   

SOUTH HAMS 

 

DARTMOUTH SUB AREA:  2012 Population 7,672 

Dartmouth, Kingswear and Stoke Fleming 

 

IVYBRIDGE SUB AREA: 2012 Population 33,216 

Bickleigh, Brixton, Cornwood. Ermington, Ivybridge, Modbury, Newton & Noss, North Huish, 

Shaugh Prior, Sparkwell, Ugborough, Wembury, Woodleigh, Yealmpton 

 

KINGSBRIDGE SUB AREA: 2012 Population 20,726 

Aveton Gifford, Bigbury, Buckland-Tout-Saints, Charleton, Chivelstone, Churchstow, East 

Allington, East Portlemouth, Frogmore & Sherford, Holbeton, Kingsbridge, Kingston, 

Loddiswell, Malborough, Ringmore, Salcombe, Slapton, South Huish, South Milton, South 

Pool, Stokenham, Strete, Thurlestone, West Alvington 

 

Totnes Sub Area: 2012 Population 25,167 

Ashprington, Berry Pomeroy, Blackawton, Buckfastleigh West, Cornworthy, Dartington, Dean 

Prior, Diptford, Dittisham, Halwell & Moreleigh Harberton, Harford, Holne, Littlehempston, 

Marldon, Rattery, South Brent, Staverton, Stoke Gabriel , Totnes 

 

WEST DEVON 

 

North Sub Area: 2012 Population 23,252 

Beaworthy, Belstone, Bondleigh, Bratton Clovelly, Bridestowe, Broadwoodkelly, Chagford, 

Coryton, Drewsteignton, Exbourne & Jacobstowe, Germansweek, Gidleigh, Hatherleigh, 

Highampton, Iddesleigh, Inwardleigh, Lewdown, Marystow, Meeth, Monkokehampton, 
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North Tawton, Northlew, Okehampton, Okehampton Hamlets, Sampford Courtenay, 

Sourton, South Tawton, Spreyton, Sticklepath, Throwleigh 

 

South Sub Area: Population 2012 31,748 

Bere Ferrers, Bradstone, Brentor, Buckland Monachorum, Burrator, Dartmoor Forest, 

Dunterton, Gulworthy, Horrabridge, Kelly, Lamerton, Lewtrenchard, Lifton, Lydford, Mary 

Tavy, Meavy, Milton Abbot, Peter Tavy, Plasterdown, Sampford Spiney, Sheepstor, Stowford, 

Sydenham Damerel, Tavistock, Thrushelton, Walkhampton, Whitchurch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3. Football 

           Sout                           South Hams and West Devon Playing Pitch Strategy: Needs Assessment 27 

 

3.1 This section assesses the adequacy of pitches for football in South Hams and West Devon 

by presenting the following: 

• An overview of pitch supply 

• An overview of demand for football 

• The pattern of play of football  

• A review of the capacity and adequacy of current provision across the two authorities 

by sub area, including an understanding of activity at individual sites 

• The future picture of provision for football across South Hams. 

OVERVIEW OF PITCH SUPPLY 

QUANTITY 

3.2 The letters in the ‘Community Use’ column signify the following, as set out in Sport England’s 

latest Playing Pitch Strategy Guidance, October 2013. 

A Available for community use and used  

B Available for community use and unused 

C Not available for community use, as matter of policy and practice 

D Not available as disused.   Any sites where sites where pitches were once, but are no 

longer, marked out and remain undeveloped.  

3.3 Tables 3.1 to 3.7 set out the stock of football pitches within South Hams 

SOUTH HAMS 

Quantity of football pitches – South Hams 

Table 3.1:  Football Pitches in South Hams (excluding schools) 
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Dartmouth Sub Area 

Dartmouth 
Sports Club 

Dartmouth AFC 1     A 

Dartmouth 

Local Authority/ 

Trust Dartmouth Leisure Centre 
 1   

 A 

Stoke Fleming 
Local Authority 

Stoke Fleming Playing Field 1     A 
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Town/ Parish 
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 Dartmouth Sub Area Total 2 1     

Ivybridge Sub Area 

Newton Ferrers Local Authority Butts Park 1  1   A 

Ermington 

Local Authority/ 

Sports Club Erme Playing Fields 
2  1  

1 A 

Ermington 

Local Authority Ermington Playing Fields     1 A 

Ivybridge 

Local 

Authority/leased 

to Manstow FC Filham Park 

 2  1 

 A 

Cornwood 
Sports Club 

Heathfield - closed      D 

Lee Moor 

Community  

Organisation Lee Moor Recreation Ground 
1 1   

 A 

Modbury 

Local Authority Modbury Recreation Ground 1  1   A 

Bickleigh Sports Club Plymouth Arguam RFC 1 1    A 

Bickleigh 

MoD RN Bickleigh Barracks (HM 

Forces) 
1    

 C 

Roborough 

Other/Trust Roborough Sports Ground 1 1    A 

Sparkwell 

Community 

Organisation Sparkwell Playing Field 
 1   

 A 

 

Local Authority 

(Plymouth City 

Council) 

Staddiscombe Playing Fields 
8    

2 A 

Wembury Local Authority Wembury Recreation Ground 1     A 

Yealmpton 

Commercial/    

Comm, Org Yealmpton Recreation Ground 
1    

 A 

Yealmpton 

Local Authority Frankfort Park, Brixton  1    A 

Ugborough 

Private Trinaways, Hillhead Cross   1  1 A 

  Ivybridge Sub Area Total 18 7 4 1 5  

Kingsbridge Sub Area 

Kingston 

Local Authority/ 

Community Org. Kingston Playing Fields 
  1  

 A 

Salcombe 

Local Authority The Berry 1     A 

Loddiswell 

Community 

Organisation Loddiswell Playing Field 
1    

 A 
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Malborough 

Community 

Organisation 

Malborough Recreation Field 1 1   1 A 

Beesands 

Commercial/   

Sports Club The Cellars 
1    

 A 

East Allington 

Commercial/   

Sports Club 

Poole Lane 1     A 

  Kingsbridge Sub Area Total 5 1 1  1  

Totnes Sub Area 

Diptford 

Local Authority/     

Community Org Diptford Playing Field 
 1   

 A 

Dartington Other/        

Community Org 

Dorothy Elmhirst Memorial 

Ground 

1     A 

Dartington Other/        

Community Org 

Foxhole 1     A 

Stoke Gabriel Sports Club G J Churchward Memorial 

Ground 

2     A 

Stoke Gabriel Private/Sports 

Club 

Stoke Road pitches     2 A 

Marldon Local Authority Marldon Recreation Ground  1    A 

South Brent Local Authority/     

Community Org 

Palstone Park 1 1    A 

Dittisham Sports Club Shinners Meadow 1     A 

Staverton Local Authority/     

Community Org 

Staverton Playing Fields 1     A 

Harbertonford Sports Club The Hams 1     A 

Totnes 

Local Authority/   

Trust Totnes Pavilion 
    

 D 

Conrworthy…..         

  Totnes Sub Area Total 8 3   2  

 

3.4 Other kickabout areas: 

• Kingswear Playing Field 

• Aveton Gifford Playing Field 
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Table 3.2A:  Football pitches at schools in South Hams  
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Comments on provision and 

community use 

 

 

 

Use of other pitches/other 

comments 

Dartmouth Sub Area 

DARTMOUTH ACADEMY  
2    

 

1 
  

          

C 

School use only; Pitches are 

prone to waterlogging and not 

lit.   

Artificial grass pitch is an 

aspiration; on existing tarmac 

area & mini pitch for  community 

use 

Dartmouth Primary School           

Kingswear Primary School           

St John the Baptist RC Primary 

School, Dartmouth 

          

Stoke Fleming Community 

Primary 

          

Ivybridge Sub Area 

IVYBRIDGE COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE 

    
 

  
 No football pitches; one rugby 

pitch; school use only 

 

Bickleigh Down Primary School  2   

 

  B 

Field with room for 2 junior 

pitches? Not currently used by 

community teams but has been 

in past & could be, subject to 

future lettings arrangement.  No 

changing rooms available 

 

Brixton St Marys Church Of 

England Primary School 

    2   C   



 

South Hams and West Devon Playing Pitch Strategy: Needs Assessment 31 

Name A
d

u
lt
 f

o
o

tb
a

ll
 

J
u

n
io

r 
fo

o
tb

a
ll
 

1
1

v
1
1
 

J
u

n
io

r 
9

v
9
 

Y
o

u
th

 7
v

7
 

M
in

i 
p

it
c

h
 

M
in

i 
7

v
7
 

M
in

i 
5

v
5
 

C
o

m
m

u
n

it
y

 U
se

  

 

Comments on provision and 

community use 

 

 

 

Use of other pitches/other 

comments 

Cornwood CoE Primary School 

1    

 

  

B Grass field suitable for adult 

pitch possibly.  Premier Sport use 

for holiday activities.  Not yet 

marked for football.   Needs 

rolling to flatten 

Have enclosed tarmac MUGA (1 

tennis court size) 

Ermington Primary School 
    

 
  

  Use Fawns Close.   No changing 

facilities. 

Manor Primary School  1      C   

Newton Ferrers CoE Primary           

Shaugh Prior Primary 

    

 

  

 Small grass playing field.  No 

local community need; local 

clubs use Lee Moor pitch 

 

Stowford Primary School  2      C Severe slope on both pitches  

The Erme Primary School 

    

 

  

  No playing field.  School uses 

Victoria Park (Ivybridge TC).  

Would love to have our own 

playing field! 

Ugborough Primary School  1      C   

Wembury Primary School  1      C   

Woodlands Park Primary School  1      C   

Yealmpton Primary School     1      
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Comments on provision and 

community use 

 

 

 

Use of other pitches/other 

comments 

 

Kingsbridge Sub Area 

KINGSBRIDGE COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE 

    

 

  

 New pitch has been laid 

opposite the school but this is 

not yet in use.   Belle Hill currently 

not in use for rugby 

 

All Saints Church Of England 

Primary School 
 1   

 
  

C   

Aveton Gifford CoE Primary 

School 
    

 
  

 Small grass area Probably use village playing field 

Charleton CoE Primary School 
    

 
  

 Generic grass field; no pitch 

markings 

 

East Allington Primary School           

Holbeton School           

Kingsbridge Community Primary 

School 

 1   

 

  

A Junior pitch, not well drained.  

Used by KM Utd for training one 

evening a week and Kickabout 

SW on Saturday mornings. 

Phased rebuild of new school – 

planning application in for all 

weather pitch (1/2 size) on 

playing field as part of new build 

– check status? 

Loddiswell Primary School  1      C Large junior pitch  

Malborough with South Huish 

CoE Primary School 
    

 
  

   

Modbury Primary School  1      C   

Salcombe CoE Primary School           
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Comments on provision and 

community use 

 

 

 

Use of other pitches/other 

comments 

Stokenham Area Primary School  1      C   

Totnes Sub Area 

KING EDWARD VI COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE, Totnes 

1 1 1  

 

  

A Some community use of these 

pitches for Totnes & Dartington 

FC junior teams 

 

Berry Pomeroy CoE Primary 
 1   

 
  

C Large field adjacent; plenty of 

room for junior pitch 

 

Blackawton Primary School 

 1 1  

 

  

B Very large slope on both pitches 

and very muddy.  Need 

improving for community use 

Would be great to have 

improved flat surface for soccer 

pitches.  The community would 

use it, as at the moment the 

village team uses tennis courts 

for 5-a-side.  Would also like 

muga with changing rooms to 

enhance community use.  

 

Dartington CoE Primary School          School rebuilt recently 

Diptford Parochial CoE Primary 

School 
    

 
  

   

Harbertonford Church Of 

England Primary School 
 1   

 
  

C   

Landscove Church Of England 

Primary School 
 1   

 
  

C   

Marldon CoE Primary School           

South Brent Primary School           
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Comments on provision and 

community use 

 

 

 

Use of other pitches/other 

comments 

Stoke Gabriel Primary School           

The Grove Primary School           

Totnes St Johns Church Of 

England Primary School 
 1   

 
  

C   
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Table 3.2B: Summary of Pitch Provision according to Community Use at Schools in the 

South Hams 

Sub Area Category Total No. 

of schools  

Name of School and pitches where known 

DARTMOUTH 

 

A 0  

B 0  

C 1 Dartmouth Academy (2 adult football) 

N/K: more 

info 

required 

4 Dartmouth Primary; Kingswear Primary; St John the 

Baptist RC Primary Dartmouth; Stoke Fleming 

Community Primary  

IVYBRIDGE A 0  

B 2 Bickleigh Down Primary (room for 2 junior pitches; 

have been used in past);  Cornwood CoE Primary 

(grass field suitable for adult pitch if rolled) 

C 9 Ivybridge Community College (1 rugby); Brixton St 

Marys CoE Primary (2 mini pitches); Manor Primary 

(1 junior); Shaugh Prior Primary (small grass field – no 

demand): Stowford Primary (2 junior – severe 

sloping): Ugborough Primary (1 junior): Wembury 

Primary (1 junior): Woodlands Park Primary (1 junior); 

Yealmpton Primary (1 mini):  

No pitch 

at school 

2 Ermington Primary (use Fawns Close); The Erme 

Primary (Use Victoria Park, Ivybridge) 

N/K: more 

info 

required 

1 Newton Ferrers CoE Primary;  

KINGSBRIDGE A 1 Kingsbridge Community College (1 adult rugby – 

community access being negotiated; Belle Hill 

pitch not currently in use); Kingsbridge Community 

Primary (Junior pitch);  

B 0  

C 5 Charleton CoE Primary (generic grass field);  

Loddiswell Primary (large junior); Modbury Primary (1 

junior); Stokenham Area Primary (1 junior); All Saints 

CoE Primary (1 junior);   

No pitch 

at school 

1 Aveton Gifford CoE Primary (use village playing 

field);  
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N/K: more 

info 

required 

4 East Allington Primary; Holbeton School; 

Malborough with South Huish CoE Primary; 

Salcombe CoE Primary;  

TOTNES A 1 KEVICC (1 adult, 1 junior football, 1 rugby) 

B 1 Blackawton Primary (2 junior – need improving for 

community use);  

C 4 Berry Pomeroy Primary (large field room for junior 

pitch); Harberton CoE Primary (1 junior); Landscove 

CoE Primary (1 junior); Totnes St John’s Primary (1 

junior)  

No pitch 

at school 

0  

N/K: more 

info 

required 

6 Dartington CoE Primary; Diptford CoE Primary; 

Marldon CoE Primary; South Brent Primary; Stoke 

Gabriel Primary; The Grove Primary;  

 

Table 3.3: Summary of South Hams Football Pitches by Sub Area (including schools) 
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Dartmouth Sub Area 4 1   1 6 

Ivybridge Sub Area 20 14 4 1 9 48 

Kingsbridge Sub Area 5 6 1  1 13 

Totnes Sub Area  9 9 1  2 21 

TOTAL 38 30 6 1 13 
88 
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Table 3.4: Summary Table of football pitches by community use in South Hams 

  

 

 

 

Total 

Pitch 

Provision 

 

 

Pitch Provision 

Available to 

the 

Community 

(Used) (A) 

 

Pitch 

Provision 

Available to 

the 

Community 

(Not used) 

(B) 

 

 

Pitch 

Provision Not 

Available to 

the 

Community 

(C) 

Not 

available 

as disused 

(D) 

Adult Football 38 34 1 3 (2) 

Junior 

Football 30 13 3 14 

 

9 v 9 6 5 1   

Youth 7v7 1 1    

Mini  13 10  3  

Football/ 

rugby 

seasonal     

 

TOTAL 88 63 5 20 (2) 

 

WEST DEVON 

Quantity of Pitches – West Devon 

Table 3.5: Football pitches in West Devon (excluding schools) 
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North Sub Area        

Bratton 

Clovelly 

Local Authority Bratton Clovelly Playing Field 
  1  

 A 

Chagford 

Other/Trust Chagford Cricket Club 2     A 

Follygate 

 Follygate And Inwardleigh AFC 

(Closed) 
    

 D 

Hatherleigh Sports Club Hatherleigh Town Football Club 1     A 

North Tawton Commercial/ 

Sports Club 

North Tawton Football Ground 1    2 A 

Northlew  Northlew Playing Fields (Closed)      D 
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Okehampton 

Local Authority/          

Sports Club 

Simmons Park (Okehampton 

Argyle FC) 
1    

 A 

Okehampton 

School/ Comm.  

Organ. 

Ocra Leisure Centre 
1    

 A 

South Tawton 

Local Authority/ 

Comm.  Organ. 

South Zeal Recreation Ground 
 1   

 A 

  North Sub Area Total 6 1 1    

South Sub Area 

Tavistock 

Sports Club Tavistock Community Football 

Club (Crowndale) 
2 2   

2 A 

Tavistock 

Sports Club Tavistock AFC 1     A 

Bere Ferrers 

Local Authority/ 

Sports Club 

Bere Alston Playing Fields 
1    

 A 

Horrabridge Other/Trust Fillace Park, Horrabridge 2     A 

Buckland 

Monachorum 

 Lady Seaton Sports Field, 

Crapstone (Closed) 
    

 D 

Lydford 

Local Authority Lydford Recreation Ground? 

Possibly marked out… 
    

  

Lewdown Community 

Organisation 

Lewdown Recreation Field 1     A 

Lamerton 

Community   

Organisation 

Lamerton Sports And 

Community Centre 
1    

 A 

Lifton 

Local Authority/   

Comm. Org. 

Lifton Recreation Field 1     A 

Mary Tavy Other/Trust Mary Tavy Recreation Field 1     A 

Mary Tavy 

Other/Trust Mary Tavy Recreation Field 

(apparently not in use) 
1 1   

 C 

Walkhampton 

Community 

Organisation 

Walkhampton Memorial Playing 

Field  
1    

 A 

Whitchurch 

 Whitchurch Common Football 

Pitch (Closed) 

     D 

Yelverton Community 

Organisation 

Yelverton War Memorial 

Recreation Ground 

1     A 

  South Sub Area Total 13 3   2  

Princetown 

Community 

Organisation Pitch installed but not yet in use 
1    

  

 



 

 

                                          South Hams and West Devon Playing Pitch Strategy: Needs Assessment 39 

3.5 In addition there are kickabout areas at Drewsteignton playing field and Sticklepath Playing 

field. 
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Table 3.6A:  Summary of football pitches at schools in West Devon 
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Comments on provision and 

community use 

 

 

 

Use of other pitches/other 

comments 

North Sub Area           

OKEHAMPTON COMMUNTY 

COLLEGE 
        See entry for OCRA ABOVE  

Boasley Cross Community 

Primary School 
 1      C   

Bridestowe Primary School  1      C   

Chagford C Of E Primary School  1      C   

Exbourne CoE Primary School        C   

Hatherleigh Primary School  1      C   

Highampton Community 

Primary School  1   
 

  
C No community use.  Maybe 

would consider with a lettings 

agreement.  No changing rooms 

 

Lew Trenchard Church Of 

England Primary School 
 1   

 
  

C   

North Tawton Community 

Primary school 
    

 
  

   

Northlew and Ashbury CoE 

Primary School 
    

 
  

   

Okehampton Primary School           
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Comments on provision and 

community use 

 

 

 

Use of other pitches/other 

comments 

South Tawton Primary School  1      C   

Spreyton School           

South Sub Area           

TAVISTOCK COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE 

2 1      A   

Bere Alston Primary School  1      C   

Chelfham Senior School, Bere 

Alston 
1 1   

 
  

C   

Gulworthy Primary School           

Horrabridge Primary School 

 1   

 

  

A Large junior grass pitch; 

Horrabridge Rangers use on 

Saturdays 

Considering all weather surface 

to replace part of field 

Mount Kelly, Tavistock  2 2      C As per Tavistock Study  

Lady Modiford's CoE (VA) 

Primary School, Walkhampton 
    

 
  

   

Lamerton CoE (VC) Primary 

School 
    

 
  

   

Lifton Community Primary 

School 
    

 
  

   

Lydford Primary School  1      C   

Mary Tavy & Brentor School 
    

 
  

  Use small field owned by Devon 

CC (earmarked for new school) 
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Comments on provision and 

community use 

 

 

 

Use of other pitches/other 

comments 

10 mins walk away.  No 

changing fields and urgent 

need for toilets – would be used 

from other schools and groups 

Meavy CoE Primary School 
    

 
  

   

Milton Abbot School  1      C   

Mount House School, Tavistock  1      C As per Tavistock Study  

Princetown Primary 

    

 

  

  No pitch; uses Community 

Playing Field adjacent (new 

pitch just installed) 

St Andrews Church Of England 

Primary School, Buckland 

Monachorum 

    

2 

  

C In floodplain so unusable for 

much of year.  No other pitches 

nearby.  Playing field used 

informally by local community 

and require funding to improve 

drainage 

Very keen to obtain funding for 

community MUGA – would be 

used by Horrabridge Rangers, 

Buckland CC etc.  Ambitious 

plan to improve school sports 

facilities and become sports hub 

(including sports hall) to meet 

needs of Yelverton (Buckland 

Monachorum, Crapstone, Milton 

Coombe, Beer Alston, Meavy 

and Walkhampton.  

St Peters Church Of England 

Junior School, Tavistock 
 

1  

 

 

  

B Large playing field area – may 

be enough for adult pitch.  No 

community use but after school 

clubs 

School would like to improve 

drainage of pitch area (lower 

field) and provide changing 

facilities 

Tavistock Community Primary     1   C Small grass pitch  
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Comments on provision and 

community use 

 

 

 

Use of other pitches/other 

comments 

Whitchurch Community Primary 

 

1 

  

 

  

B Currently no community use but 

have been used in past by 

football club; happy for 

community use, although no 

changing facilities or toilets 

available. 
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Table 3.6B: Summary of Pitch Provision according to Community Use at Schools in the 

South Hams 

Sub Area Category Total No. 

of schools  

Name of School and pitches where known 

NORTH 

 

A 1 Okehampton Community College (2 rugby, 1 

football) 

B 0  

C 7 Boasley Cross Community Primary; Bridestowe 

Primary; Chagford CoE Primary;  Hatherleigh 

Primary;  Highampton Primary; Lew Trenchard 

CoE Primary; South Tawton Primary  (all 1 junior 

pitch) 

No pitch 

at school 

0  

Not 

known – 

more info 

required 

5 Exbourne CoE Primary; North Tawton 

Community Primary; Northlew & Ashbury CoE 

Primary; Okehampton Primary; Spreyton School 

SOUTH A 2 Tavistock Community College (2 adult & 1 

junior football); Horrabridge Primary School 

(large junior);  

B 2 St Peter’s CoE Junior, Tavistock (large playing 

field area); Whitchurch Community Primary (1 

junior)  

C 7 Cheltham Senior School Bere Alston (1 adult & 

1 junior);  Mount Kelly Tavistock (several 

football; cricket);  St Andrew’s CoE Primary, 

Buckland Monachorum  (field needs drainage, 

would like MUGA); Tavistock Community 

Primary (1 mini); Bere Alston Primary; Lydford 

Primary; Milton Abbot School;  ( all 1 junior):   

No pitch 

at school 

2 Mary Tavy & Brentor School (use Devon CC 

field nearby); Princetown Primary;  

Not 

known – 

more info 

required 

5 Gulworthy Primary School;  Lady Modiford’s 

CoE Primary, Walkhampton; Lamerton CoE 

Primary; Lifton Community Primary;  Meavy 

CoE Primary;  
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Table 3.7: Summary of West Devon Football Pitches by Sub Area (including schools) 
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North Sub Area 6 7 1  2 16 

South Sub Area 18 14   5 37 

TOTAL 24 21 1  7 
53 

 

Table 3.8: Summary Table of football pitches by community use in West Devon 

  

 

 

 

Total 

Pitch 

Provision 

 

 

Pitch Provision 

Available to 

the 

Community 

(Used) (A) 

 

Pitch 

Provision 

Available to 

the 

Community 

(Not used) 

(B) 

 

 

Pitch 

Provision Not 

Available to 

the 

Community 

(C) 

Not 

available 

as disused 

(D) 

Adult 

Football 24 20  4 

(4) 

Junior 

Football 21 5 2 15 

 

9 v 9 1 1    

Junior 7v7      

Mini  7 4  3  

TOTAL 54 30 2 21 (4) 

 

QUALITY 

Scoring of sites 

3.6 The scores given to both the pitch quality and built facilities are based upon Sport England’s 

new playing pitch strategy guidance – Appendix 2d.        

(http://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/planning-for-sport/planning-tools-and-

guidance/playing-pitch-strategy-guidance/) 

3.7 The pitch quality score is based upon the amalgamation of a score for the playing surface 

(grass length/cover, size/slope/evenness of pitch and any problem areas) with a score for 

the pitch maintenance programme (frequency and adequacy of grass cutting, seeding 

and application of remedial dressings) 

3.8 Below is a summary from site visits and from consultation with clubs.  
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SOUTH HAMS 

Table 3.9: SOUTH HAMS Football pitch quality rating  

DARTMOUTH SUB AREA 

 

 

 

Ground 

Pitch quality 

score/ rating 

Built facilities 

score/ rating 

Notes from Site Audit; Club comments & 

Suggested Action 
Longcross 

Dartmouth 

79%/Standard 78%    Standard Good pitch.  Changing rooms interior 

acceptable.  (Dartmouth AFC) 

Dartmouth Leisure 

Centre 

66%    

Standard 

69%    Standard  

Stoke Fleming 

Playing Field 

64%    

Standard 

62%   Standard  

 

IVYBRIDGE SUB AREA 

Ground 

Pitch quality 

score/ rating 

Built facilities 

score/ rating 

Notes from Site Audit; Club comments & 

Suggested Action 

RN Bickleigh 

Barracks 

  Not assessed; noted as adult pitch 

QEII Playing Fields, 

Modbury 

67% adult; 64% 

junior: 

Standard 

 

 

New changing facilities funded through FF so 

now of high quality. 

Erme Playing 

Fields 

Adult 1: 81% 

Good; Adult 2: 

79% Standard 

85% Good Pitch quality and changing acceptable to club.  

Open access field and heavy use.  Simply not 

enough pitches for number of youngsters.  

Terrible problems with dog fouling; have to 

remove before every single game.  Lack of 

perimeter fencing prevents senior team 

progressing through league. 

Erme Playing 

Fields 

 9v9: 76% 

Standard; Mini: 

79% Standard 

  

Ermington Playing 

Field Fawns Close  

60% Standard 

(mini) 

No built facilities  

Butts Park 

Recreation 

Ground 

64% Standard 

(adult); 61% 

standard (9v9) 

 

29% Poor 
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KINGSBRIDGE SUB AREA 

 

Ground 

Pitch quality 

score/ rating 

Built facilities 

score/ rating 

 

Notes from Site Audit; Club comments & 

Suggested Action 
The Cellars, 

Beesands 

 

61% Standard 

 

38% Poor 

 

Poole Lane, East 

Allington 

 

69% Standard 

 

34% Poor 

Pitch quality – acceptable; changing facilities – 

acceptable.  Do not own ground so unable to 

move on and improve facilities; also unable to 

get grant aid (East Allington FC) 

Ground Pitch quality 

score/ rating 

Built facilities 

score/ rating 

Notes from Site Audit; Club comments & 

Suggested Action 

Lee Moor 

Recreation 

Ground 

57% Standard 

(Adult 1); 57% 

Standard (Jnr) 

 

32% Poor 

Pitch quality – poor; Changing rooms interior – 

poor.  Main improvement would be electricity 

supply to the changing rooms (Roborough FC) 

Trinaways, 

Hillhead Cross, 

Ugborough 

64% Standard 

(9v9 + 7v7) 

No changing Private rented field.   Pitch quality good. Size of 

field and lack of other facilities restricts use of 

pitch to U14 and below only.  Club responsible for 

maintenance (Ugborough Youth FC) 

Wembury 

Recreation 

Ground 

59% Standard No changing  

Plymouth Argaum 59% Standard 

adult + Junior 

11v11 

Changing 

adjacent but 

not assessed 

Pitch quality – acceptable.   Do not use 

changing facilities (Woolwell Youth FC) 

Yealmpton 

Athletic Ground 

83% Good 38% Poor  

Staddiscombe – 

University pitches 

76% Standard 

(4 adult) 

68% Standard Plymouth University:  

Staddiscombe – 

other pitches 

76% Standard 

(4 adult; 2 mini) 

  

Roborough Sports 

Ground 

66% Standard 

(Adult + Jnr 

11v11) 

25% Poor Pitch quality – acceptable; changing rooms – 

acceptable (Nova Homes FC) 

Filham Park, 

Ivybridge 

69% Standard 

(2 x Junior 

11v11); 64% 

Standard 

(youth 7v7) 

29% Poor  Based on portacabins/ Pitch quality – good; no 

comments on changing. No improvements 

mentioned. 

Sparkwell Playing 

Field 

 

59% Standard 

 

48% Poor 

 

Frankfort Park, 

Brixton 

Not assessed; 

rated as 

standard 
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Ground 

Pitch quality 

score/ rating 

Built facilities 

score/ rating 

 

Notes from Site Audit; Club comments & 

Suggested Action 
Malborough 

Playing Fields 

66% Standard 

(adult); 63% Jnr 

11v11 and mini 

soccer 

 

68% Standard 

Pitches are satisfactory but Parish Council would 

like to improve them; however it is costly to hire 

correct equipment.  

Loddiswell Playing 

Fields 

 

66% Standard 

 

38%  Poor 

 

Kingston Playing 

Fields 

61% Standard 

(9v9) 

No changing  

The Berry, 

Salcombe 

57% Standard No changing Pitch quality – acceptable.   Generally the pitch 

is ok, but very small and only just within limits for 

adult football. Levelling the pitch in one corner 

would be beneficial.  Size of pitch constrained by 

proximity to road and SWWA treatment areas.  

Better care of pitch such as weed treatments 

would also help.  Generally club has excellent 

relationship with Salcombe Town Council who 

rent pitch from SHDC (Salcombe FC).   

Kingsbridge 

Community 

College – new 

pitch? 

  Looks as though will be used for rugby – no other 

site known about for an additional pitch 

 

TOTNES SUB AREA 

 

 

Ground 

Pitch quality 

score/ rating 

Built facilities 

score/ rating 

 

Notes from Site Audit; Club comments & 

Suggested Action 

Club responding 
Staverton Playing 

Field 

 

69% Standard 

 

55% Standard 

Pitch quality – good; changing rooms – good 

(Staverton FC) 

Shinners Meadow, 

Dittisham 

61% standard No changing  

The Hams, 

Harbertonford 

74% Standard 69% Standard  

Dorothy Elmhirst 

Memorial Ground 

76% Standard 65% Standard  

Palstone Park, 

South Brent 

71% Standard 

(adult) + 69% 

Standard (jnr 

11v11) 

 

78% Standard 

Grants recently obtained by Parish Council to 

refurbish pavilion.  Seeking funding to renew 

access and car park area 

G J Churchward 

Memorial Ground, 

Stoke Gabriel 

84% + 81% 

Good (2 adult 

pitches) 

89% Good + 82% 

Good 

Pitch quality – good; changing facilities – good.    

Club would like to erect floodlights but restricted 

by planning.  If allowed, club would be able to 

grow more teams by allowing the pitch to be 

used more often (Stoke Gabriel FC) 
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Ground 

Pitch quality 

score/ rating 

Built facilities 

score/ rating 

 

Notes from Site Audit; Club comments & 

Suggested Action 

Club responding 
Hookhills Site, 

Stoke Rd, Stoke 

Gabriel 

54% Standard 

(2 mini) 

No changing  

Foxhole, 

Dartington 

84% Good 72% Standard Changing and pitch both good.  Ground 

considered one of best in Devon.  Would like 

floodlight to expand play. Hoping to extend 

clubhouse in near future, (Totnes & Dartington 

FC).   

KEVICCS Not assessed   

Diptford Playing 

Field 

49% Poor (Jnr 

11v11) 

None Parish Council state pitch is uneven and needs 

improving with better nets and goals.  Cost of 

grass cutting also an issue. 

Marldon 

Recreation 

Ground 

54% Standard 

(Jnr 11v11) 

None  

 

WEST DEVON 

Table 3.10: WEST DEVON Football pitch quality rating  

NORTH SUB AREA 

 

 

Ground 

Pitch quality 

score/ rating 

Built facilities 

score/ rating 

Notes from Site Audit; Club comments & 

Suggested Action 
Hatherleigh Sports 

Field 

79% Standard 54% Standard  

Okehampton 

Community 

College pitches 

63% Standard 92% Good The pitches & changing are good. There are just 

not enough, this will get worse in the 2015/16 

season as we will have a further team, U15 to 

accommodate; we will not be able to run full 

range of youth teams.   We have requested via 

OCRA that an unused rugby pitch is marked for 

youth football as well as rugby, this year it has 

been marked a rugby pitch. (Okehampton 

Argyle Youth FC) 

Simmons Park 

(Okehampton 

Argyle) 

71% Standard 71% Standard Pitch good; changing acceptable.  However 

pitch is overused.  Lack of floodlights mean the 

1sts couldn't get promotion (Okehampton Argyle 

FC) 

War Memorial 

Playing Fields, 

Chagford 

80% + 84% 

Good (adult 

football) 

85% Good Pitch good (maintained by Recreational Trust & 

Club); changing acceptable.   Floodlights and 

perimeter fencing would benefit (Chagford FC) 

Wordens, North 

Tawton 

67% Standard 

(adult + mini 

7v7) 

42% Poor Pitch good; changing acceptable.   Considering 

major improvements to changing and kitchen 

facilities, due to growth (North Tawton FC).  
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Ground 

Pitch quality 

score/ rating 

Built facilities 

score/ rating 

Notes from Site Audit; Club comments & 

Suggested Action 
Bratton Clovelly 

Playing Field 

64% Standard 

(9v9) 

48% Standard  

South Zeal 

Recreation 

Ground 

46% Poor 

(Junior 11v11) 

52% Standard Pitch poor; changing good.  As the pitch is a 

community playing fields events are held 

throughout the year which increases traffic on 

the pitch which does affect the overall quality.  If 

funding can be secured it is proposed that major 

works are carried out during the closed season 

June 2015.(South Zeal Utd FC) 

 

SOUTH SUB AREA 

 

 

Ground 

Pitch quality 

score/ rating 

Built facilities 

score/ rating 

Notes from Site Audit; Club comments & 

Suggested Action 
Bere Alston 

Playing Fields 

71% Standard 71% Standard  

Fillace Park, 

Horrabridge 

53% + 57% 

Standard (2 

adult) 

34% Poor  

Lamerton Sports & 

Community 

Centre, Cardwell 

Park 

69% Standard 68% Standard  

Lewdown 

Recreation Field 

69% Standard 62% Standard  

Lifton Recreation 

Field 

57% Standard 69% Standard  

Mary Tavy 

Recreation Field 

76% Standard 

(1 adult) + 46% 

Poor (1 adult & 

jnr 11v11) 

38% Poor Pitch quality good on main pitch; changing 

acceptable (Princetown FC) 

Walkhampton 

Memorial Playing 

Field 

46% Poor 55% Standard Shared with cricket.  Pitch quality acceptable; 

changing – good.   Booking can be an issue 

(Walkhampton FC) 

Yelverton War 

Memorial Playing 

Field 

71% Standard 57% Standard  

Crowndale (2A + 

2J + 2M), Tavistock 

(Tavistock 

Community FC) 

84% Good 92% Good Overall pitch quality; acceptable,   Changing 

facilities – good (Tavistock Thistles FC).  Sand 

banding now put in place 

Pitch and changing – good.  We have just 

invested in a drainage scheme following a grant 

from Sport England and further support from West 

Devon BC and the Football Foundation which 

should address the drainage problems.  We have 

pitches of various sizes but demand and use of 



 

 

                                          South Hams and West Devon Playing Pitch Strategy: Needs Assessment 51 

 

 

Ground 

Pitch quality 

score/ rating 

Built facilities 

score/ rating 

Notes from Site Audit; Club comments & 

Suggested Action 
existing mean there is pressure on the existing 

space.  Would like to see Improvements to car 

parking at the site and spectator facilities 

(Tavistock Community FC) 

Langsford Park 

(Tavistock AFC) 

84% Good 87% Good  

Tavistock Athletics 

Track (Tavistock 

CC) 

Not audited  Track pitch has poor drainage.  Changing should 

be good as FF funding supported (Comments by 

FA) 

Tavistock 

Community 

College 

1 adult + 2 jnr 

grass; not 

audited 

  

 
 

OVERVIEW OF DEMAND 

 

SOUTH HAMS 

Active People and Market Segmentation 

Demand and Latent Demand for Football 

3.9 From the Active People Survey and Market Segmentation data it is possible to estimate: 

• the proportion of the local adult population within each market segment group that 

currently participate in football, and how this compares to county, regional and 

national figures; and 

• how many adults would like to participate (or participate more) in football (ie latent 

demand). 

3.9  The key participants in football in South Hams come from those market segments groups 

that are most likely to play football nationally. However, the relative proportion of the 

population that participates from each group differs from national rates due to the make-

up of the local population.  For football, the main market segmentation groups in South 

Hams are: 

1. Ben: competitive male urbanite, mainly aged 18-25, single, graduate professional.  

2. Tim: settling down male, mainly aged 26-45, married or single, may have children, 

professional.  

3. Philip: comfortable mid-life male, mainly aged 46-55, married with children, full time 

employment and owner occupier.  

4. Jamie: sports team lad, mainly aged 18-25, single, vocational student.  

5. Kev: pub league team mate, mainly aged 36-45, married or single, may have 

children, vocational job.  

 

3.10 The main female segment participating in football in South Hams is Chloe: Young image-

conscious females keeping fit and trim. 

 



 

 

                                          South Hams and West Devon Playing Pitch Strategy: Needs Assessment 52 

FA Participation Figures 

3.11 According to January 2014 information from the FA, South Hams has a total of 38 affiliated 

clubs with a total of 97 teams of which 94 play in South Hams. 

• Of the 94 teams operating in South Hams, 37 (39.4%) are adult teams, 39 (41.5%) are 

youth teams (all formats) and 18 (19.2%) are Mini-Soccer teams. 

• 91.2% or 52 of the 57 Youth and Mini-soccer teams play in a club that has achieved 

a Charter Standard Award as compared to a national average of 81.1%. 

• The number of teams has decreased by 8 teams overall in South Hams from season 

12/13 to season 13/14. This comprises: 

• a decrease of 2 adult team(s). 

• a decrease of 5 youth team(s) (all formats). 

• a decrease of 1 Mini-Soccer team(s). 

TABLE 3.11: Clubs and Teams Playing in South Hams below sets out clubs and teams playing in 

South Hams, from research.
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Table 3.11: List of Football Clubs and Teams in South Hams (as at September 2014) and recorded trends in membership (teams in italics are 

PLYMOUTH based teams) 

 

 

 

 

 

Sub Area/Club A
d

u
lt
 M

e
n

 T
O

TA
L 

A
d

u
lt
 L

a
d

ie
s 

TO
TA

L 

J
u

n
io

r 
G

ir
ls

 T
O

TA
L 

 

U
1

8
 

U
1

7
 

U
1

6
 

U
1

5
 

U
1

4
 

U
1

3
 

U
1

2
 

U
1

1
 

U
1

0
 

U
9

 

U
8

 

U
7

 

C
LU

B
 T

O
TA

L 

 

 

 

 

 

Increase/decrease 

trends over last 

three years  (if info 

supplied)  

Dartmouth Sub Area 

Dartmouth FC  2     1   1       4 U13s added 

Stoke Fleming & Strete FC 1               1  

TOTAL 3     1   1       5  
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Increase/decrease 

trends over last 

three years  (if info 

supplied)  

Ivybridge Sub Area 

Devonport Services FC 1               1  

Bridge Inn FC 1               1  

Ivybridge Town FC 
2   

1 1 
1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 15 

More junior teams 

this year. 

Manstow Youth FC 

   

 

1 

 

1  1 1  1 1  1   7 

More dads taking 

part so more 

youngsters can play 

football 
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Increase/decrease 

trends over last 

three years  (if info 

supplied)  

Modbury Rovers Jnr FC 
   

  
  1    1  1  3 

Extra one – not in 

total 

Nova Homes FC 2                 

Revelstoke Rangers FC 1                 

Roborough FC 2                Stayed the same 

Ugborough FC u16 play 

in Totnes Sub Area  

   

  

1   1 1  1  1   

Broadly 4 -5 jnr 

teams each year 

depending on nos. 

u13, u12, u10 & u8 

started 

Wembury Rovers FC 1                 

Woolwell Junior FC 

   

1  

1   1        

Won’t be running 

u18s, u16s & u13s 

this season.  Starting 

u8; too much red 

tape, cost and time 

Yealmpton FC u16      1            

SB Frankfort FC       1           

Signal Box FC       3           

Belgrave FC 1                 

Elburton Villa Junior FC       1           

Hooe Rovers FC 1                 

Plymouth University 

Intramural Sunday 

Football 

5   
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Increase/decrease 

trends over last 

three years  (if info 

supplied)  

The Navy Inn Reserves FC 1                 

University of Plymouth FC 2                 

University of Plymouth 

Ladies FC 
1   

  
           

 

University of Plymouth 

Midweek Ladies FC 
1   

  
           

 

University of Plymouth 

Midweek FC 
5   

  
           

 

Barne Barton Rangers FC 1                 

Plymouth University 

Students Union FC 
1   

  
           

 

University of Plymouth 

Dukes FC 
2   

  
           

 

TOTAL (from within Sub 

Area) 
9 0 0 2 2 3 2 3 2 3 3 3 2 3 1 38  

TOTAL (generated outside 

Sub Area) 
22   1  1 5  1       30  

TOTAL PLAYING WITHIN 

SUB AREA 
31 0 0 3 2 4 7 3 3 3 3 3 2 3 1 68  
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Increase/decrease 

trends over last 

three years  (if info 

supplied)  

Kingsbridge Sub Area 

Beesands Rovers FC 1               1  

East Allington Utd FC 2               2 Stayed the same 

Kingsbridge & Kellaton 

Utd FC 
1   

  
          1 

 

Malborough United FC 1               1  

KM United Youth FC       1   1 1 1 1 1  6  

Loddiswell Athletic FC 2               2  

Loddiswell Athletic Vets 

FC 
1   

  
          1 

 

Modbury Rovers Juniors 

FC  
   

  
    1      1 

 

Salcombe Town FC 1               1 Stayed the same 

Kingsbridge Sub Area 9      1   2 1 1 1 1  16  
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Increase/decrease 

trends over last 

three years  (if info 

supplied)  

Totnes Sub Area 

AFC Staverton 1               1 Stayed the same 

Dittisham Utd FC 1               1  

Harbertonford FC 2               2  

Meadowbrook Athletic 

FC 
1   

  
          1 

 

South Brent FC 2           1    3  

Stoke Gabriel FC 

3   

1  

1 1   1 1 2 1 1 1 13 

Restrictions on 

growth due to club 

grounds and less 

managers and 

players available.  

Too much 

bureaucracy. 

Totnes & Dartington SC 

(incl. Disability) 
4   

  
          4 

 

Totnes & Dartington SC 

Youth FC 
   

  
1 1 1 1 1 1   1  7 

Increasing jnrs, age 

groups differ each 

year 

Totnes Penta FC                  

Ugborough FC      1          1   

Totnes Sub Area 14   1  3 2 1 1 2 2 3 1 2 1 33  
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3.12 Total numbers of teams in South Hams are shown below: 

 

3.13 Emerging findings from the analysis of numbers of football clubs and teams in South Hams 

indicates the following: 

• The FA figures (January 2014) record a total of 94 teams operating in South Hams, of 

which 37 (39.4%) are adult teams, 39 (41.5%) are youth teams (all formats) and 18 

(19.2%) are Mini-Soccer teams. 

• This study has recorded 92 teams generated within and playing in the South Hams.  A 

further 30 teams are generated within Plymouth but play their matches on pitches 

within the South Hams (principally in the Ivybridge Sub Area); this includes 17 teams 

from Plymouth University playing at Staddiscombe (owned by Plymouth CC).   These 

have not been included in the TGR figures. 

• According to the FA, the number of teams has decreased by 8 teams overall in South 

Hams from season 12/13 to season 13/14. This comprises: a decrease of 2 adult team(s) 

and a decrease of 5 youth team(s) (all formats) and a decrease of 1 mini soccer 

team. 

• It is hard to discern a trend amongst the numbers of teams in South Hams, although 

several clubs record increasing numbers of youth and minis. Anecdotal evidence and 

consultants’ own knowledge suggests numbers of adult teams are decreasing. 

• Origin of players, cross boundary movement and future and latent demand is 

considered further under the Future Provision, later in this section. 
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Dartmouth 3     1   1       5 

Ivybridge 

(generated within 

Sub Area) 

9 0 0 2 2 3 2 3 2 3 3 3 2 3 1 38 

Ivybridge 

(generated outside 

Sub Area) 

22   1  1 5  1       30 

Kingsbridge 9      1   2 1 1 1 1  16 

Totnes 14   1  3 2 1 1 2 2 3 1 2 1 33 

Total Teams 

generated within 

South Hams 

35 0 0 3 2 7 5 4 4 7 6 7 4 6 2 92 

Total teams playing 

within South Hams 
57 0 0 4 2 8 10 4 5 7 6 7 4 6 2 122 
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WEST DEVON 

Active People and Market Segmentation 

Demand and Latent Demand for Football 

3.14 From the Active People Survey and Market Segmentation data it is possible to estimate: 

• the proportion of the local adult population within each market segment group that 

currently participate in football, and how this compares to county, regional and 

national figures; and 

 

• how many adults would like to participate (or participate more) in football (ie latent 

demand). 

3.15  The key participants in football in West Devon come from those market segments groups 

that are most likely to play football nationally. However, the relative proportion of the 

population that participates from each group differs from national rates due to the make-

up of the local population.  For football, the main market segmentation groups in West 

Devon are: 

1. Ben: competitive male urbanite, mainly aged 18-25, single, graduate professional.  

2. Tim: settling down male, mainly aged 26-45, married or single, may have children, 

professional.  

3. Philip: comfortable mid-life male, mainly aged 46-55, married with children, full time 

employment and owner occupier.  

4. Jamie: sports team lad, mainly aged 18-25, single, vocational student.  

5. Kev: pub league team mate, mainly aged 36-45, married or single, may have children, 

vocational job.  

 
3.16 The main female segment participating in football in West Devon is Chloe: Young image-

conscious females keeping fit and trim. 

FA Participation Figures 

3.17 According to January 2014 information from the FA, West Devon has a total of 32 affiliated 

clubs with a total of 77 teams of which 73 play in West Devon. 

• Of the 73 teams operating in West Devon, 35 (48.0%) are adult teams, 25 (34.3%) are 

youth teams (all formats) and 13 (17.8%) are Mini-Soccer teams.  

• 47.4% or 18 of the 38 Youth and Mini-soccer teams play in a club that has achieved 

a Charter Standard Award as compared to a national average of 81.1%. 

• The number of teams has increased by 5 teams overall in West Devon from season 

12/13 to season 13/14.    This comprises: 

• a decrease of 5 adult team(s). 

• an increase of 7 youth team(s) (all formats). 

• an increase of 3 Mini-Soccer team(s). 

 

Clubs and Teams Playing in West Devon 

3.18 The following table sets out clubs and teams playing in West Devon, from research.
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Table 3.14: List of Football Clubs and Teams in West Devon (as at September 2014) and recorded trends in membership  
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Increase/decrease 

trends over last three 

years  (if info 

supplied)  

North Sub Area 

Hatherleigh Town FC 3              3  

South Zeal Utd FC 1              1 Stayed the same 

Okehampton Argyle FC 3 1             4 Started ladies team.  

Okehampton Argyle 

Youth FC 
   

 
1  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 9 

Now full range of 

youth teams 

Chagford FC 2              2 Stayed the same 

North Tawton FC 
2   

 
    1 1 1 1 1 1 8 

Adding u6, u12 & 

Vets 

TOTAL NORTH SUB AREA 

 
11 1  

 

1  1 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 27 
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Increase/decrease 

trends over last three 

years  (if info 

supplied)  

South Sub Area 

Lamerton FC 1              1  

Tavistock Community FC 2              2  

Tavistock Community 

Ladies 
 1  

 
          1 

 

Tavistock Community 

Youth FC 
  

U16 

girls 

1 
 1 1 1 1 2 1 1   10 

Increase due to more 

volunteers  

Tavistock Specials FC 2              2  

Tavistock Thistles FC     1 1 1        3  

Horrabridge Rangers SA 

FC 
2   

 
1   1 1 1  2   8 

Sat. Adult reserves 

only played 2013/14.  

New u9. 

Tavistock AFC  2              2  

Plymouth Argyle Youth 

FC 
   

 
 1 1 1 1  1 1   6 

 

Lewdown Rovers FC 1              1  

Lifton Recreation Field 2    1   1 1  1  1  7  

Princetown FC 
2   

 
 1         3 

Have added u15 

boys. 

Bere Alston Utd FC 1              1  

Walkhampton FC 1              1  

Yelverton Villa FC 1              1  

TOTAL SOUTH SUB AREA 
17 1 1 1 3 4 3 4 4 3 3 4 1 0 49  
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3.19 Total numbers of teams in West Devon are shown below: 

 

 

3.20 Emerging findings from the analysis of numbers of football clubs and teams in West Devon 

indicates the following: 

• The FA figures (January 2014) record a total of 73 teams operating in West Devon, of 

which 35 (48.0%) are adult teams, 25 (34.3%) are youth teams (all formats) and 13 

(17.8%) are Mini-Soccer teams.  

• This study has recorded 76 teams from current league handbooks and questionnaires.   

• According to the FA, the number of teams has increased by 5 teams overall in West 

Devon from season 12/13 to season 13/14. This comprises: a decrease of 5 adult 

team(s), an increase of 7 youth team(s) (all formats) and an increase of 3 mini soccer 

teams. 

• It is hard to discern a trend amongst the numbers of teams in West Devon, although 

as in South Hams, several clubs record increasing numbers of youth and minis.  

Anecdotal evidence and consultants’ own knowledge suggests numbers of adult 

teams are decreasing.  

• Origin of players, cross boundary movement and future and latent demand is 

considered further under the Future Provision, later in this section. 

PATTERN OF ACTIVITY 

TRAINING 

3.21 Football teams train on a variety of surfaces.  The questionnaire sent to clubs asked where 

they train. The information provided on use of grass pitches for training is taken into account 

in assessment of the capacity of playing pitches set out later in this section. 

South Hams Clubs 

3.22 Clubs known to train on their pitch: 

• Longcross, Dartmouth (Dartmouth AFC) 
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North 11 1    1  1 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 27 

South 
17 1 1 1  3 4 3 4 4 3 3 4 1 0 49 

Total 
28 2 1 1  4 4 4 5 6 5 5 6 3 2 76 
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• Filham Park junior pitches, Ivybridge (Manstow FC) 

• The Berry, Salcombe (Salcombe FC) 

• Broadley Lane, Stoke Gabriel (Stoke Gabriel FC) 

• Woolwell Junior FC play elsewhere on the ground at Plymouth Argaum pitches 

• Ivybridge FC weekly at Erme Playing Fields. 

 
3.23 Other locations used for training included artificial pitches at: Kingsbridge AGP, Ivybridge 

AGP and sports hall (Ivybridge Town FC), Bickleigh AGP and Paignton Community College; 

sessions typically one or one and a half hours training per week.  

Clubs were asked their views on finding pitches for matches and training facilities: 

• Stoke Gabriel:  Not enough facilities to go round all club and teams 

• Salcombe FC: Availability of 'under lights/artificial surface' pitches limited in this area 

• Ugborough:  The 3G facilities are heavily used by other clubs and there are few 

alternatives in the area  

• Times at Ivybridge CC AGP restricted due to use by Plymouth Argyle 

• For Ivybridge Town FC: cost of additional winter training sessions are prohibitive; teams 

therefore have to share sessions Totnes and Dartington train on KEVICC sand – would 

like upgraded to 3g. 

3.24 What are your thoughts on playing matches on an FA approved 3rd Generation Rubber 

Crumb Football Turf Pitch? 

• good 

• excellent idea 

• open minded 

• we have played away matches on such pitches and generally they are acceptable. 

• unsure - prefer grass roots football 

• football should be played on grass 

• ideal in the winter but doesn't replace a real pitch 

• who is paying for it? 

• useful way to keep playing in poor weather and often better than grass alternative, 

but not as much fun as grass. 

• no problem playing on it. 

WEST DEVON CLUBS 

 
3.25 Clubs known to train on their pitch: 

• Chagford FC, Okehampton Argyle at Simmons Park; 

• Princetown FC (Mary Tavy);  

• South Zeal Utd – Okehampton Community College;  

• Tavistock Specials (Tavistock College);  

• Tavistock Thistles (Crowndale);  

• Walkhampton FC (Memorial Field); and 

• Elsewhere on ground – North Tawton FC (Wordens); Okehampton Argyle Youth FC 

(Okehampton Community College. 
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3.26 Other locations for training:  

• Okehampton College AGP (Chagford FC, Okehampton Argyle + Youth, Tavistock 

Community FC) 

• Ivybridge Community College AGP/Saltmill AGP/Eggbuckland School Plymouth 

(Chagford FC) 

• Tavistock College AGP (South Zeal Utd); Tavistock Specials; Walkhampton FC.   

3.27 Clubs were asked their views on finding pitches for matches and training facilities: 

• Okehampton Argyle FC – apart from main pitch have no other facilities unless willing 

to pay for them  

• O.A Youth: insufficient pitches marked for youth teams, so end up playing in the 

general park area to which we have to carry goals etc 

• Plymouth Argyle: struggles – would prefer to play nearer to Home Park 

• Princetown – improvements needed at Princetown – invested £130,000 in new pitch 

but need another £50,000 for completion on fencing and car parking 

• Walkhampton FC – facilities are part of local village hall/.field.  Can have issues if hall 

booked especially if evening or non-Sunday game scheduled.  

MATCHPLAY - CAPACITY 

Assessing the Supply and Demand Information and Views  

3.28 Supply and demand is measured through the use of match equivalents to ensure that a 

comparison is possible. Both the adequacy of pitch provision to meet demand over the 

course of a week; and the capacity of a pitch to meet demand at peak time are measured. 

To measure demand, a team playing home fixtures every other week would generate the 

equivalent of 0.5 match equivalents per week (one fixture every other week). Match 

equivalent values are also used to measure the use of pitches by educational 

establishments and the impact of casual access and training. 

Peak Time Demand 

3.29 In assessing whether there is sufficient capacity to accommodate footballing activity at 

existing playing fields, it is necessary to understand the pattern of play.   The ability of a pitch 

to accommodate demand at peak time is as important as the overall capacity of the site 

over a week. The local leagues currently have specific kick off times and it is important that 

there are enough pitches available when teams are scheduled to play. 

 

3.30 Based on the above, peak time in football has been calculated as follows; 
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Table 3.16: Peak time for football in South Hams 

SENIOR MATCHES 
Sat  

AM 

Sat  

PM 
Sun AM Sun PM 

Dartmouth Sub Area  3   

Ivybridge Sub Area*  12 8 3 

Kingsbridge Sub Area  8 1  

Totnes Sub Area   11 1  

Total (+ 10 midweek teams (UoP) playing 

at Staddiscombe) 
 (69%) 34  24% (12) 6% (3) 

JUNIOR MATCHES 
Sat  

AM 

Sat  

PM 
Sun AM Sun PM 

Dartmouth Sub Area   2  

Ivybridge Sub Area 24  9  

Kingsbridge Sub Area   7  

Totnes Sub Area    18 3 

SOUTH HAMS 38% (24)  57% (36) 5% (3) 

 

Table 3.17: Peak time for football in West Devon 

SENIOR MATCHES 
Sat  

AM 

Sat  

PM 
Sun AM Sun PM 

North Sub Area  8 3  

South Sub Area 1 13 3 3 

WEST DEVON 3% (1) 68% (21) 19% (6) 10% (3) 

JUNIOR MATCHES 
Sat  

AM 

Sat  

PM 
Sun AM Sun PM 

North Sub Area 6  9  

South Sub Area 18  11 1 

WEST DEVON 53% (24)  44% (20) 3% (1) 

 

3.31 It should be noted that pitches can only be considered to have spare capacity at peak 

time when they are not already utilised to their full capacity over the course of a week. An 

adult pitch that is not used on a Saturday afternoon (district wide peak time), but is used 

three times per week at other times (Sunday morning, Sunday afternoon and midweek for 

example) would not be considered able to sustain additional play at peak time, even 

though no one would be using the facility then, as this would be detrimental to the quality 

of the pitch.    

Capacity scores 

3.32 FA guidelines on playing pitch capacity are used to measure supply – pitch capacity is 

based upon the quality of the pitch and the consequential number of matches that it can 

sustain per week. The assumptions used are set out in the Table below.  This means that a 

‘good’ adult football pitch can sustain the equivalent of 3 matches a week; a ‘standard’ 

mini pitch can sustain the equivalent of 4 mini soccer matches a week. 
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Table 3.18:  Capacity Scores based upon Pitch Quality 

Agreed pitch quality 

rating 

Number of match equivalent sessions a week 

Adult football 

pitch 

Youth football 

pitch 

Mini soccer 

pitch 

Good 3 4 6 

Standard 2 2 4 

Poor 1 1 2 

 

Situation at Individual Sites 

3.33 Tables 3.19 and 3.20 below presents an analysis of activity on a site specific basis and 

considers; 

• the amount of play that a site is able to sustain (based upon its quality and the facilities 

and pitches available); 

• how much play takes place at each site, as well as the impact of educational and 

informal or casual use; 

• whether there is any spare capacity at the site based upon a comparison between 

the capacity of the site and the actual usage; 

• the key issues relating to the site; and 

• peak time for adult football is Saturday afternoon and for junior football, Sunday 

mornings. 
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TABLE 3.19:  CAPACITY AT FOOTBALL PITCH SITES IN SOUTH HAMS:   

DARTMOUTH SUB AREA 

Ground Club 
Sat  

AM 

Sat  

PM 

Sun 

AM 

Sun 

PM 

Longcross, Dartmouth Dartmouth FC  2 1  

Dartmouth Leisure Centre Dartmouth FC youth   1  

Stoke Fleming Playing Field 
Stoke Fleming & Strete 

FC 
 1   

Dartmouth Sub Area Total  3 2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A 

Site Name 

B 

Type of 

Community 

Use 

C 

Pitch Type 

D 

No of 

Pitches 

E 

Current 

Carrying 

Capacity 

for 

Community 

Use 

F 

Current 

Community 

Use 

G 

Difference 

(E – F) i.e. 

extent of 

spare 

capacity 

for 

community 

use during 

the week 

H 

Assessment 

I 

Extent of any 

spare 

capacity for 

community 

use during 

the peak 

period  

(match 

equivs) 

J 

Capacity Issues 

and Views 

Longcross 

Dartmouth 
A 

Adult 

football 
1 2 

1.5 (2 x Sat 

pm; 1 x u16 

Sun am) 

0.5 
Some spare 

capacity 
0 

Train on pitch;  4 

sessions weekly 

Dartmouth 

Leisure 

Centre 

A 
Youth 

Football 
1 2 

0.5 ( 1 x u13 

Sun am) 
1.5 

Significant spare 

capacity 
0.5  

Stoke 

Fleming 

Playing Field 

A 
Adult 

football 
1 2 

0.5 (1 x Sat 

pm) 
1.5 

Significant spare 

capacity 
0.5  
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IVYBRIDGE SUB AREA  

Ground Club 
Sat  

AM 

Sat  

PM 

Sun 

AM 
Sun PM 

M/W 

Bickleigh Barracks Devonport Services  1    

Queen Elizabeth II Playing Fields, 

Modbury 
Modbury Rovers Jnrs 1  3  

 

Queen Elizabeth II PFs, Modbury Bridge Inn FC   1   

Erme Valley Playing Fields, 

Ivybridge 

Ivybridge Town & Youth 

FC 
8 2  1 

 

Sparkwell Playing Field Ivybridge Town Youth FC (2)     

Fawns Close, Ermington Ivybridge Town Youth FC 1  1   

Filham Park, Ivybridge Manstow Youth  6   1  

Butts Park Recreation Ground, 

Newton Ferrers 
Revelstoke Rangers FC   1  

 

Lee Moor Recreation Ground Roborough FC  2    

Trinaways, Hillhead Cross, 

Ugborough 
Ugborough Youth FC   4  

 

Wembury Recreation Ground Wembury Rovers FC   1   

Plymouth Argaum Woolwell Junior FC 2  1   

The Athletic Ground, Yealmpton Yealmpton FC u16 1     

Roborough Sports Ground Nova Homes FC  2    

Frankfort Park, Brixton 
SB Frankfort FC & Signal 

Box FC 
3    

 

Staddiscombe Playing Field 

Belgrave FC, Hooe 

Rovers FC, Barne Barton 

Rangers FCNavy Inn 

Reserves FC 

 3 1  

 

Staddiscombe Playing Field Elburton Villa Junior FC 1     

Staddiscombe Playing Field 
University of Plymouth 

Teams 
 2 5 1 

 

10 

 Ivybridge Sub Area Total 25 12 18 3 10 
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A 

Site Name 

B 

Type of 

Community 

Use 

C 

Pitch 

Type 

D 

No of 

Pitches 

E 

Current 

Carrying 

Capacity 

for 

Community 

Use 

F 

Current 

Community 

Use 

G 

Difference 

(E – F) i.e. 

extent of 

spare 

capacity 

for 

community 

use during 

the week 

H 

Assessment 

I 

Extent of any 

spare 

capacity for 

community 

use during 

the peak 

period  

(match 

equivs) 

J 

Capacity Issues 

and Views 

IVYBRIDGE SUB AREA  

Bickleigh 

Barracks 
C 

Adult 

football 
1 2 

0.5 (1 x Sat 

pm) 
? 

Probably well 

used by service 

teams 

? 
Think for service 

teams only 

QEII Playing 

Fields, 

Modbury 

A 
Adult 

football 
1 2 

1 (1 x Sun 

am; u14 Sat 

am); 

0,5 
Limited Spare 

capacity 
0.5 

Training of Modbury 

Vets Wed eves. 

Occas. clash of 

fixtures; use St Ann’s 

Chapel or Kingston. 

QEII Playing 

Fields, 

Modbury 

A 9v9 1 2 

1.5 

(u12,10+u8 

Sun am) 

0.5 Spare capacity -0.5 
Overplayed at 

peak time 

Erme Playing 

Fields 
A 

Adult 

football 
2 5 

3 (2 x Sat 

pm; 1 x U18 

Sun pm & 3 

x Sat am) 

 

Probably at 

capacity given 

need to protect 

main pitch for 

senior sides & 

training 

None on Sat 

pm; 0.5 Sat 

am 

+ training on pitch 

Erme Playing 

Fields 
A 9v9 1 2 

1 (2 x u11 & 

u12) 
1 At capacity 0 

Also used for 

training  
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A 

Site Name 

B 

Type of 

Community 

Use 

C 

Pitch 

Type 

D 

No of 

Pitches 

E 

Current 

Carrying 

Capacity 

for 

Community 

Use 

F 

Current 

Community 

Use 

G 

Difference 

(E – F) i.e. 

extent of 

spare 

capacity 

for 

community 

use during 

the week 

H 

Assessment 

I 

Extent of any 

spare 

capacity for 

community 

use during 

the peak 

period  

(match 

equivs) 

J 

Capacity Issues 

and Views 

Erme Playing 

Fields 
A 

Mini 

soccer 
1 4 1 (u7&u10) 3 

Some spare 

capacity 
0  

Fawns Close 

Ermington 
A 

Mini 

soccer 
1 4 

1 (2 x u9 & 

u8; Sat am 

+ Sun am) 

3 
Some spare 

capacity 
0.5  

Butts Park 

Recreation 

Ground 

A Adult 1 2 
0.5 (1 x Sun 

am) 
1.5 

Significant spare 

capacity 
0.5 

Revelstoke Rangers 

play M/W & Sats 

Butts Park 

Recreation 

Ground 

A 9v9 1 2 No use  No use recorded  Just posts up  

Lee Moor 

Recreation 

Ground 

A Adult 1 2 
1 (2 x Sat 

pm) 
1 

Some spare 

capacity 
0  

Lee Moor 

Recreation 

Ground 

A 
Junior 

11v11 
1 2 No use  

Significant spare 

capacity 
  

Trinaways, 

Hillhead Cross, 

Ugborough 

A 9v9  1 2 0.5 (u12,) 1.5  0.5 
Wrong size for 

teams that need it 

Trinaways, 

Hillhead  X, 

Ugborough 

 
Youth 

7v7 
1 2 

1 (2 x u8, 

u10) 
1 

Possibly spare 

capacity 
0  
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A 

Site Name 

B 

Type of 

Community 

Use 

C 

Pitch 

Type 

D 

No of 

Pitches 

E 

Current 

Carrying 

Capacity 

for 

Community 

Use 

F 

Current 

Community 

Use 

G 

Difference 

(E – F) i.e. 

extent of 

spare 

capacity 

for 

community 

use during 

the week 

H 

Assessment 

I 

Extent of any 

spare 

capacity for 

community 

use during 

the peak 

period  

(match 

equivs) 

J 

Capacity Issues 

and Views 

Wembury 

Recreation 

Ground 

A Adult 1 2 
0.5 (1 x Sun 

am) 
1.5 

Significant spare 

capacity 
0.5  

Plymouth 

Argaum 
A Adult 1 2 

1 (u16 Sat 

am), u18 

Sun pm) 

1 
Some spare 

capacity 
0.5 Junior FC only 

Plymouth 

Argaum 
A 

Junior 

11v11 
1 2 

0.5 (u13 Sat 

am) 
1.5 

Significant spare 

capacity 
0.5 Junior FC only 

Yealmpton 

Athletic 

Ground 

A Adult  1 3 
0.5 (1 x u16 

Sat am) 
2.5 

Seriously 

underused 
1  

Staddiscombe 

– University 

pitches 

A Adult 4 8 

2 x Sat pm;5 

x Sun pm; 1 

x Sun pm; 9 

x Wed pm 

   

I2 teams using the 

site on a Sunday in 

PU league. 

Staddiscombe 

– other pitches 
A Adult 4 8 

2.5 (3 x Sat 

pm; 1 x Sun 

am; 1 x Sat 

am youth) 

5.5 
Significant spare 

capacity 
6.5  

Staddiscombe 

– other pitches 
A 

Mini 

soccer 
2 8     

Room for more mini 

pitches but not 

marked out due to 

drainage issues 

Roborough 

Sports Ground 
A Adult 1 2 

1 (2 x Sat 

pm) 
1 Spare capacity 0  
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A 

Site Name 

B 

Type of 

Community 

Use 

C 

Pitch 

Type 

D 

No of 

Pitches 

E 

Current 

Carrying 

Capacity 

for 

Community 

Use 

F 

Current 

Community 

Use 

G 

Difference 

(E – F) i.e. 

extent of 

spare 

capacity 

for 

community 

use during 

the week 

H 

Assessment 

I 

Extent of any 

spare 

capacity for 

community 

use during 

the peak 

period  

(match 

equivs) 

J 

Capacity Issues 

and Views 

Roborough 

Sports Ground 
A 

Junior 

11v11 
1 2 None  Not used  

Not marked out but 

has been in past & 

ample room 

Filham Park, 

Ivybridge 
A 

Junior 

11v11  
2 4 

3 (u17, u15, 

u14, u13, 

u12 on Sat 

am); 1 x 

U18 Sun 

pm) 

1.5 
No spare 

capacity 
-0.5 

Manstow FC Train 

on pitch x 9 sessions 

weekly; Ivybridge 

u13s also playing 

here this season, so 

pitches very well 

used 

Filham Park, 

Ivybridge 
A 

Youth 

7v7 
1 2 

1 (U11 & u9 

on Sat am) 
1 

Limited spare 

capacity 
0  

Sparkwell 

Playing Field 
A 

Jnr 

11v11 

(u13/ 

U14) 

1 2 

2 x Sat am 

youth 

usually from 

Ivybridge 

Town FC 

   

Ivybridge Town FC – 

Sparkwell out of 

bounds last year 

because of 

intention to build 

school would like to 

move juniors away 

from Filham, back 

to Sparkwell.  

Frankfort Park, 

Brixton 
A 

Jnr 

11v11 
1 2 

1.5 (3 junior 

teams Sat 

am) 

0.5 
Limited spare 

capacity 
1.5  
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KINGSBRIDGE SUB AREA   

Ground Club 
Sat  

AM 

Sat  

PM 

Sun 

AM 
Sun PM 

The Cellars, Beesands  Beesands Rovers FC  1   

Poole Lane, East Allington East Allington Utd FC  2   

Malborough Playing Fields 

Kingsbridge & Kellaton 

Utd FC; Malborough 

United FC; KM United 

Youth FC 

 2 6  

Loddiswell Playing Fields Loddiswell Athletic FC  2 1  

Kingston Playing Fields 
Modbury Rovers Junior 

FC 
  1  

The Berry, Salcombe Salcombe Town FC  1   

 
Kingsbridge Sub Area 

Total 
 8 8  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A 

Site Name 

B 

Type of 

Community 

Use 

C 

Pitch Type 

D 

No of 

Pitches 

E 

Current 

Carrying 

Capacity 

for 

Community 

Use 

F 

Current 

Community 

Use 

G 

Difference 

(E – F) i.e. 

extent of 

spare 

capacity 

for 

community 

use during 

the week 

H 

Assessment 

I 

Extent of any 

spare 

capacity for 

community 

use during 

the peak 

period  

(match 

equivs) 

J 

Capacity Issues 

and Views 

KINGSBRIDGE SUB AREA 

The Cellars, 

Beesands 
A Adult 1 2 

0.5 (1 x Sat 

pm) 
1.5 

Significant spare 

capacity 
0.5  
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A 

Site Name 

B 

Type of 

Community 

Use 

C 

Pitch Type 

D 

No of 

Pitches 

E 

Current 

Carrying 

Capacity 

for 

Community 

Use 

F 

Current 

Community 

Use 

G 

Difference 

(E – F) i.e. 

extent of 

spare 

capacity 

for 

community 

use during 

the week 

H 

Assessment 

I 

Extent of any 

spare 

capacity for 

community 

use during 

the peak 

period  

(match 

equivs) 

J 

Capacity Issues 

and Views 

Poole Lane, 

East Allington 
A Adult 1 2 

1 (2 x Sat 

pm) 
1 

Spare capacity 

on Sundays 
0  

Malborough 

P. Fields 
A Adult 1 2 

1 (2 x Sat 

pm) 
1 

Some spare 

capacity on 

Sundays 

0  

Malborough 

P. Fields 
A 

Junior 

11v11  
1  2 

2 (U15, u12, 

u11, u10 

Sun am) 

0 
Probably at 

capacity 
0 

Thriving club, would 

probably wish to run 

more teams 

Malborough 

P. Fields 
A Mini 1 4 1 (u9, u8) 3 

Some spare 

capacity 
1  

Loddiswell 

Playing Fields 
A Adult 1 2 

1 (2 x Sat 

pm; 

occasional 

Sun pm 

Vets) 

1 
Spare capacity 

on Sundays 
0 

Shame no juniors 

here 

Kingston 

Playing Fields 
A 9v9 1 2 

0.5 (1 x u12 

Sun am) 
1.5 

Significant spare 

capacity 
1 

Occasional use by 

Modbury team 

The Berry, 

Salcombe 
A Adult 1 2 

0.5 (1 x Sat 

pm) 
1.5 Spare capacity 0.5 

Train on pitch; 1 

sessions weekly 
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TOTNES SUB AREA   

Ground Club 
Sat  

AM 

Sat  

PM 

Sun 

AM 
Sun PM 

M/W 

Staverton Playing Field AFC Staverton  1    

Shinners Meadow, Dittisham Dittisham United FC  1    

The Hams, Harbertonford Harbertonford FC  2    

Dorothy Elmhirst Memorial Ground 
Meadowbrook Athletic 

FC 
 1   

 

Palstone Park, South Brent 
South Brent FC; 

Ugborough FC u16 
 1 2 1 

 

G J Churchward Memorial Ground, 

Stoke Gabriel 
Stoke Gabriel FC  3 6 1 

 

Hookhills Site, Stoke Rd, Stoke 

Gabriel 
Stoke Gabriel FC   4  

 

 

 

Foxhole, Dartington 
Totnes & Dartington SC 

no third TEAM?? 
 2 4 1 

1 

KEVICC 
Totnes & Dartington SC 

Youth FC 
  3  

 

CORNWORTHY PITCH? Cornworthy Rovers??      

 Totnes Sub Area Total  11 19 3 1 
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A 

Site Name 

B 

Type of 

Community 

Use 

C 

Pitch Type 

D 

No of 

Pitches 

E 

Current 

Carrying 

Capacity 

for 

Community 

Use 

F 

Current 

Community 

Use 

G 

Difference 

(E – F) i.e. 

extent of 

spare 

capacity 

for 

community 

use during 

the week 

H 

Assessment 

I 

Extent of any 

spare 

capacity for 

community 

use during 

the peak 

period  

(match 

equivs) 

J 

Capacity Issues 

and Views 

Staverton 

Playing Field 
A Adult 1 2 

0.5 (1 x Sat 

pm) 
1.5 

Significant spare 

capacity 
0.5  

Shinners 

Meadow, 

Dittisham 

A Adult 1 2 
0.5 (1 x Sat 

pm) 
1.5 

Significant spare 

capacity 
0.5  

The Hams, 

Harberton- 

ford 

A Adult 1 2 
1 (2 x Sat 

pm) 
1 

Spare capacity 

on Sundays 
0  

Dorothy 

Elmhirst 

Memorial 

Ground 

A Adult 1 2 
0.5 (1 x Sat 

pm) 
1 

Some spare 

capacity 
0.5 

Meadowbrook.  

Totnes & Dartington 

FC 2nd XI sometimes 

play and also u14s. 

Palstone 

Park, South 

Brent 

A Adult 1 2 

1 (1 x Sat 

pm; occas. 

vets Sun 

pm) 

1 
Some spare 

capacity 
0.5  

Palstone 

Park, South 

Brent 

A 
Junior 

11v11 
1 2 

1 (1x u10 + 

u16 Sun 

am) 

1 
Spare capacity 

Saturday3 xs 
0 

Pitches used by 

South Brent primary 

school 

G J 

Churchward 

Memorial 

Ground, 

Stoke 

Gabriel 

A Adult 2 6 

3 (Sat pm; 1 

x u18 Sun 

pm; 5 x Sun 

am youth);  

1 

Little spare 

capacity, with 

training needs 

(0.5) 

Exeter City 

Advanced Devt. 

Centre + train on 

pitch; 9 x sessions 

weekly 
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A 

Site Name 

B 

Type of 

Community 

Use 

C 

Pitch Type 

D 

No of 

Pitches 

E 

Current 

Carrying 

Capacity 

for 

Community 

Use 

F 

Current 

Community 

Use 

G 

Difference 

(E – F) i.e. 

extent of 

spare 

capacity 

for 

community 

use during 

the week 

H 

Assessment 

I 

Extent of any 

spare 

capacity for 

community 

use during 

the peak 

period  

(match 

equivs) 

J 

Capacity Issues 

and Views 

Hookhills 

Site, Stoke 

Rd, Stoke 

Gabriel 

A Mini 2 8 

2.5 x Sun 

am (u10 x 2, 

u9, u8, u7) 

4 
Some spare 

capacity 
 

Older age groups 

should be on larger 

pitches 

Foxhole, 

Dartington 
A Adult 1 3 

2.5 (3 x Sat 

pm; occas 

Disability 

team M/W 

+ u15s & 

u16s  Sun 

am) 

0.5 

A little spare 

capacity  on 

Sundays if only 

running 2 senior 

teams 

0 

u8s & u9s on 50m x 

30m pitch on 

cricket outfield. 

Used m/w by 

KEVICC twice a 

month. 

KEVICCS A 
Adult  + 

youth 
1+1 4 

2 x youth 

Sun am; 1 x 

Snr XI M/W 

 

Possibly a little  

spare capacity as  

only 2 youth 

teams, but all 

school use also 

 
U12s and u13s from 

Totnes & Dartington 

Diptford 

Playing Field 
A 

Youth 

11v11 
1 1 

No 

recorded 

play 

    

Marldon 

Recreation 

Ground 

A 
Youth 

11v11 
1 2 

Occasional 

use 
   

Marldon Youth FC 

teams prefer to play 

on Paignton 

Community College 

3g 

Cornworthy 

         

Team has been 

recorded but no 

current details; 

Parish Council says 

no sports field. 
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3.34 The following table sets out capacity information for West Devon 

TABLE 3.20:  CAPACITY AT FOOTBALL PITCH SITES IN WEST DEVON   

NORTH SUB AREA  

Ground Club 
Sat  

AM 

Sat  

PM 

Sun 

AM 

Sun 

PM 

Hatherleigh Sports Field Hatherleigh Town FC  2  1 

Simmons Park (Okehampton Argyle 

FC) 

Okehampton Argyle FC 

+ Youth FC 
1 2  2 

Okehampton Community College 

Playing Fields 

Okehampton Argyle 

Youth FC 
5  3  

Okehampton CommunityCollege 

Playing Fields 

South Zeal Utd FC (now 

playing at South Zeal) 
 1   

War Memorial Playing Field, 

Chagford 
Chagford FC  2   

Wordens, North Tawton North Tawton FC  1 6 1 

 NORTH Sub Area Total 6 8 9 4 
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Table 3.20:  Capacity at Football Pitch Sites in West Devon:  

 

 

 

 

 

A 

Site Name 

B 

Type of 

Communit

y Use 

C 

Pitch Type 

D 

No of 

Pitches 

E 

Current 

Carrying 

Capacity 

for 

Community 

Use 

F 

Current 

Community 

Use 

G 

Difference 

(E – F) i.e. 

extent of 

spare 

capacity 

for 

community 

use during 

the week 

H 

Assessment 

I 

Extent of any 

spare 

capacity for 

community 

use during 

the peak 

period  

(match 

equivs) 

J 

Capacity Issues 

and Views 

NORTH SUB AREA  

Hatherleigh 

Sports Field 
A 

Adult 

football 
1 2 

1 (2 x Sat 

pm + 

occasional 

Vets) 

1 
Spare capacity 

on Sundays 
0  

Okehampton 

Community 

College 

pitches, 

Simmons Park 

A 
Adult 

football 
1 2 

 

4 (1 x Sat 

pm + 3 x 

Sat am u12, 

u13, u14, 

u10, u11, 

u7, u8, u9) 

 

-2 

Being overused on 

Saturdays and no 

spare capacity 

left for Sunday 

play 

0 

+ training on pitch 

for senior Sat team 

+ juniors.  Heavy 

school use.   

Simmons 

Park: 

Okehampton 

Argyle pitch) 

A 
Adult 

football 
1 2 

2 (2 x Sat 

pm + occas 

Sun Vets + 

Ladies & 

u16s Sat 

am.   

0 
No spare 

capacity 
0 

+ training on main 

pitch.  

War Mem.  

Playing Fields, 

Chagford 

A 
Adult 

football 
2 6 

1 (2 x Sat 

pm) 
5 

Significant spare 

capacity 
1 Training on pitch x 2 
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A 

Site Name 

B 

Type of 

Communit

y Use 

C 

Pitch Type 

D 

No of 

Pitches 

E 

Current 

Carrying 

Capacity 

for 

Community 

Use 

F 

Current 

Community 

Use 

G 

Difference 

(E – F) i.e. 

extent of 

spare 

capacity 

for 

community 

use during 

the week 

H 

Assessment 

I 

Extent of any 

spare 

capacity for 

community 

use during 

the peak 

period  

(match 

equivs) 

J 

Capacity Issues 

and Views 

Wordens, 

North Tawton 
A 

Adult 

football 
1 2 

1 (1 x Sat 

pm; occas. 

Sun Vet) 

1 Spare capacity 0.5  

Wordens, 

North Tawton 
A 

Junior/ 

Mini 7v7 
1 2 

3 (6 x u7, 

u8,  u9, u10, 

u11, u12 – 

Sun am) 

-1 

The ground 

probably has 

enough pitch 

space to 

accommodate its 

needs  

-1 

However, there is 

an area on the site 

with junior goals but 

not marked out 

Bratton 

Clovelly 

Playing Field 

A 9v9  1 S 

No trace of 

any club 

use 

    

South Zeal 

Recreation 

Ground 

A 
Junior 

11v11 
1 1 

0.5 (South 

Zeal XI Sat 

pm) 

0.5 
Capacity for one 

more team 
0.5 

Apparently 2014/15 

season South Zeal 

FC playing here 

rather than 

Okehampton! 
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WEST DEVON: SOUTH SUB AREA  

Ground Club 
Sat  

AM 

Sat  

PM 
Sun AM Sun PM 

Cardwell Park Lamerton FC  1   

Crowndale, Tavistock 
Tavistock Community Youth 

FC 
U18+ 8   1 G 

Crowndale, Tavistock Tavistock Thistles 3    

Crowndale, Tavistock Tavistock Community FC  2 1  

Crowndale, Tavistock Plymouth Argyle Youth FC   5  

Tavistock College Tavistock Special FCs    2 

Fillace Park, Horrabridge Horrabridge Rangers 6 1 1  

Langsford Park, Tavistock Tavistock AFC  2   

Langsford Park, Tavistock 
Tavistock Community 

Ladies 
   1 

Langsford Park, Tavistock Plymouth Argyle Youth FC   1  

Lewdown Recreation Ground Lewdown FC  1   

Lifton Recreation Field Lifton FC  2 5  

Mary Tavy Recreation Ground Princetown FC 1 2   

The Recreation Field, Bere Alston Bere Alston Utd FC  1   

Walkhampton Memorial Hall Walkhampton FC   1  

Yelverton War Memorial & Recreation 

Ground 
Yelverton FC  1   

 TOTAL SOUTH SUB AREA 19 13 14 4 
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A 

Site Name 

B 

Type of 

Community 

Use 

C 

Pitch Type 

D 

No of 

Pitches 

E 

Current 

Carrying 

Capacity 

for 

Community 

Use 

F 

Current 

Community 

Use 

G 

Difference 

(E – F) i.e. 

extent of 

spare 

capacity 

for 

community 

use during 

the week 

H 

Assessment 

I 

Extent of any 

spare 

capacity for 

community 

use during 

the peak 

period  

(match 

equivs) 

J 

Capacity Issues 

and Views 

SOUTH SUB AREA 

Bere Alston 

Playing Field 
A Adult 1 2 

0.5 (1 x Sat 

pm) 
1.5 

Significant spare 

capacity 
0.5  

Fillace Park, 

Horrabridge 
A Adult 2 4 

3 (1 Sat pm; 

1 Sun am + 

4 Sat am 

(u16, u13, 

u12, u11,) 

1.0 
Spare capacity 

Sundays 
1.0 

u9 x 2 play at 

Horrabridge Primary 

school 

Lamerton 

Sports & 

Community 

Centre, 

Cardwell 

Park 

A Adult 1 2 
0.5 (1 x Sat 

pm) 
1.5 

Significant spare 

capacity 
0.5  

Lewdown 

Recreation 

Field 

A Adult 1 2 
0.5 (1 x Sat 

pm) 
1.5 

Significant spare 

capacity 
0.5  

Lifton 

Recreation 

Field 

A Adult 1 2 

3 (2 x Sat 

pm; Sun 

am: u16, 

u13, u12, 

u10, u8) 

-1 
Operating over 

capacity 
0  

Mary Tavy 

Recreation 

Field 

A Adult 1 2 

1.5 (2 x Sat 

pm + 1 x Sat 

am u15) 

0.5 
Limited spare 

capacity 
0.5 Training on pitch 
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A 

Site Name 

B 

Type of 

Community 

Use 

C 

Pitch Type 

D 

No of 

Pitches 

E 

Current 

Carrying 

Capacity 

for 

Community 

Use 

F 

Current 

Community 

Use 

G 

Difference 

(E – F) i.e. 

extent of 

spare 

capacity 

for 

community 

use during 

the week 

H 

Assessment 

I 

Extent of any 

spare 

capacity for 

community 

use during 

the peak 

period  

(match 

equivs) 

J 

Capacity Issues 

and Views 

Mary Tavy 

Recreation 

Field 

A Adult 1 1 None 1   
1 adult & 1 jnr 11v11 

appear not in use. 

Mary Tavy 

Recreation 

Field 

A 
Junior 

11v11 
1 1 None 1    

Walkhampt

on memorial 

Field 

A Adult 1 1 
0.5 (1 x Sun 

am) 
0.5 

Limited spare 

capacity 
0.5 Train on pitch x 4 

Yelverton 

War 

Memorial 

Recreation 

Field 

A Adult 1 2 
0.5 (1 x Sat 

pm) 
1.5 

Considerable 

spare capacity 
0.5  

TAVISTOCK PITCHES ASSESSED IN 2013 AS PART OF TAVISTOCK PLAYING PITCH STUDY – SEE SUMMARY IN SECTION 7 

Crowndale, 

Tavistock 
A Adult 2 6     

Tavistock 

Community FC 2 x 

Sat pm.+ 

 U16 G on Sun, u18 

Sat?, Sat am: 8: u9, 

u10, 2 x u11, u12, 

u13, u14, 15 +  

Crowndale, 

Tavistock 
A 

Junior 

11v11 
2 6     
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A 

Site Name 

B 

Type of 

Community 

Use 

C 

Pitch Type 

D 

No of 

Pitches 

E 

Current 

Carrying 
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for 

Community 

Use 

F 

Current 

Community 

Use 

G 
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(E – F) i.e. 
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spare 
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for 

community 

use during 

the week 

H 

Assessment 

I 

Extent of any 

spare 
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community 

use during 

the peak 

period  

(match 

equivs) 

J 

Capacity Issues 

and Views 

Crowndale, 

Tavistock 
A Mini 2 6     

Tavistock Thistles, 

u13, u14, u15 + 

Tavistock Thistles 

train on pitch x 

3.Used by PA FC 

Academy on Suns + 

some use by 

Marjons in week 

fixtures 

Langsford 

Park 

(Tavistock 

AFC) 

A Adult 1 3     

2 x Sat pm; 1 x Sun 

pm; 6 x Sun am: 

u15, u14, u13, u12, 

u10, u9 

Tavistock 

Athletics 

Track 

(Tavistock 

CC) 

A Adult 1 
Not 

assessed 
     

Tavistock 

Community 

College 

pitch 

A 
Adult + 

Junior 
2 + 1      

Tavistock Specials 

Sun pm x 3; train on 

pitch. 3 teams?  
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Junior Football Pitch Sizes 

3.35 There can be issues around the sizing of junior pitches.   Pitches in the past have been 

marked out using the maximum and minimum pitch sizes as outlined in the laws of the game.  

These sizes vary tremendously, are often adapted to fit the space available and have been 

open to local interpretation.  The FA has produced national pitch sizes for mini soccer, 9v9, 

youth football and adult football.   Youth football has recently seen a youth review take 

place under the FA’s Youth Review and a new structure put in place which provides the 

most appropriate size pitch and goals for the age and size of the players. Improvements to 

the pitches and ancillary facilities would be welcomed - the provision of toilet facilities is a 

minimum requirement for youth football 

Table 3.21:  FA recommended pitch sizes 

  

Recommended size 

without run-off 

Recommended size 

including runoff 

Recommended 

size of goalposts 

Age Type Length x width (m) Length x width (m) Height x width (m) 

Mini soccer U7/U8 5v5 37 27 43 33 1.83 3.66 

Mini soccer U9/U10 7v7 55 37 61 43 1.83 3.66 

Youth U11/U12 9v9 73 46 79 52 2.13 4.88 

Youth U13/U14 11v11 82 50 88 56 2.13 6.40 

Youth U15/U16 11v11 91 55 97 61 2.44 7.32 

Youth u17/U18 11v11 100 64 106 70 2.44 7.32 

Over 18 (senior ages) 11v11 100 64 106 70 2.44 7.32 

 

3.36 It is now mandatory to play U11s & U12s on 9v9 pitches (U12s from 2014/2015 season), unless 

they want to play lower numbers a-side.   If junior teams are to play on the correct size 

pitches, more appropriately sized pitches will be required in South Hams. 

 

3.37 If we allow that U15s and U16s youth teams can play on full size adult pitches and there is 

some flexibility for u7, u8, u9 and u10 playing on either 5v5, 7v7 pitches or 9v9 pitches, the 

teams which are not playing on the age appropriate size pitches are highlighted in grey 

below.     Some of the mini and younger youth sides, if they are playing on adult pitches, 

may be playing across the pitch; but this is not ideal and is therefore highlighted.  A number 

of assumptions about which pitches youth teams play on underpins this table and it may 

thus not be completely accurate, but nevertheless illustrates the range of pitch sizes 

required to meet the requirements of the FA’s Youth Review. 
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Table 3.22: Sizes of pitches played on by junior and mini teams in South Hams, by sub area. 

Teams highlighted in grey are not playing on appropriate sized pitches. 

Club/Team Site  Size Play on Recommended 

size 

SOUTH HAMS    

Dartmouth AFC u16 Longcross Adult U15/u16 Youth 

Stoke Gabriel u16 & u15 Broadley Lane Adult U15/u16 Youth 

Stoke Gabriel  u14 girls Broadley Lane Adult U13/u14 Youth 

Stoke Gabriel u12 & u11 Broadley Lane Adult 9v9 

Ugborough  Palstone Park, South Brent Adult U15/u16 Youth 

Ivybridge Town FC u14, u15, u16, 

u17 

Erme Valley Adult U13/14 & u15/16 

Youth 

Totnes & Dartington FC u15 & u16 Foxhole, Dartington Adult U15/u16 Youth 

Totnes & Dartington FC u14 Meadowbrook Adult U13/u14 

Modbury Youth u14 Queen Elizabeth II P. Fds, Modbury Adult U13/u14 

Manstow FC u11 Filham Park 7v7 9v9 

Manstow FC u12 Filham Park Junior 11v11 9v9 

KM Utd u12 & u11 Malborough Playing Fields Junior 11v11 9v9 

WEST DEVON    

Okehampton Argyle Youth FC 

u11, u12 

Okehampton Community College Adult 9v9 

Oke.Argyle Youth FC u13, u14 Okehampton Community College Adult U13/u14 Youth 

Oke.Argyle Youth FC u16 Okehampton Community College Adult U15/u16 Youth 

Horrabridge Rangers u16 Fillace Park Adult U15/u16 Youth 

Horrabridge Rangers u13 Fillace Park Adult U13/u14 Youth 

Horrabridge Rangers u12 & u11 Fillace Park Adult 9v9 

Tavistock Community FC u15 Crowndale Adult U15/u16 Youth 

Plymouth Argyle u16 Tavistock AFC Adult U15/u16 

Princetown FC u16 Mary Tavy Adult U15/u16 

 

3.38 The main issues to arise from the above are that a number of U13/U14/u15 & u16 teams are 

playing on full adult size pitches when they should be playing on appropriate youth sized 

pitches.  Also some u11 and u12 teams are playing on adult pitches when they should be 

playing on 9v9 pitches  

 

3.39 If junior teams are to play on the correct size pitches, more appropriately sized pitches will 

be required. 

 
FUTURE PICTURE OF PROVISION 

3.40 The future requirement for football pitches will be impacted by several factors, including; 

A General changes in participation trends and in how pitch sports are played; 

B Changes to the number of people living in the area and / or to the demographic 

profile of the population; 

C Consideration of latent, unmet and displaced demand; 

D Local trends in participation and club specific development plans and aspirations; 

and 
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E Amendments to the current facility stock either through the provision of new pitches 

or the loss of current pitches. 

A GENERAL CHANGES IN PARTICIPATION TRENDS AND HOW SPORT IS PLAYED 

3.41 Although population growth will influence demand, changes in participation may perhaps 

have the most significant impact on demand for playing pitches.   

 

3.42 As demonstrated earlier in this section, it appears that demand from junior football is 

increasing in both South Hams and West Devon.   Changes to youth football have only been 

introduced in the last couple of years (including the creation of 5 v 5 and 9 v 9) and as such, 

the impact is not yet fully apparent. The FA indicate that in pilot areas, the introductions of 

these new formats have seen an increase in the number of teams playing and greater 

retention of players through the older age groups. In particular; 

• where historically two 7 v 7 teams would merge to become one 11 v 11 team when 

starting to play junior football, now the two teams will seek additional players and 

instead of merging will remain as two 9 v 9 teams; and 

• the same will happen at 9 v 9 age groups, where 9 v 9 teams transition to 11 v 11 

teams, they will stay as two teams and seek additional players instead of merging. 

3.43 The FA therefore believe that there will be an increase in the overall number of teams (and 

participants) in future years as a result of the youth review and that higher levels of demand 

will occur as a result. In this event: 

• the already insufficient stock of age appropriate junior football pitches would 

become even more constrained, and mini soccer pitches (7 v 7 and 5 v 5) would also 

become insufficient; and 

• if issues relating to the drop off in the transition between junior and senior football were 

addressed however, the spare capacity currently seen in adult football pitches may 

also become constrained. 

3.44 A number of football initiatives are also being implemented by Sport England, focusing on 

14 – 24 year olds, and this is similarly expected by the FA to increase the number of teams 

being formed. 

Trends in football 

3.45 Analysis of recent trends in the local leagues, using several sources reveals the following; 

Adult league play 

• There has been significant decline in adult 11v11 football in recent years nationally, 

Even though some areas in Devon (e.g. Exeter) are bucking this trend, this drop off is 

apparent in South Hams and West Devon where there has been a noticeable decline 

in numbers of Saturday and Sunday league teams playing particularly for smaller 

clubs.      In Devon, in 2013/14 there were around 60 fewer teams playing Sunday 

football than in 2012/13, and Sunday football in West Devon and South Hams is now 

poorly represented.  

• The reduction in numbers of teams playing on Sundays (and Saturdays) has 

implications for use and sustainability of the pitch stock.  In some areas it means a 
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decrease in revenue; it also means that more junior teams can potentially be 

accommodated on the pitches on Saturday and/or Sunday mornings. 

 Junior football 

• The number of junior teams appears to be holding up well, with several clubs recorded 

increasing numbers.  However, there has, over the last few years, been a decline in 

the number of clubs from smaller towns and villages fielding junior teams. 

Small sided soccer 

• The trend at present is for more adults to take up playing small sided football, which 

fits in with current lifestyles, working patterns (shift work) and aspirations.  Through 

discussions with FA officers and AGP facility managers, it is apparent that there is a 

continual growth in small sided soccer (although difficult to quantify numerically), with 

several local leagues playing on artificial surfaces.  Thus it is important to point out that 

even though the number of teams may have  declined,  the number of players in 

football may not have decreased as they may now be playing small sided soccer 

rather than 11v11 (i.e. pattern of play has changed, but participation rates remain the 

same). 

3.46 Factors B – E are now considered in turn in order to build a picture of future demand for 

football pitches in South Hams. 

SOUTH HAMS 

B   POPULATION CHANGES – SOUTH HAMS 

ONS Population projections (2014-2024) 

3.47 It can be seen from the analysis of ONS population projections for South Hams that: 

 
• Whilst the overall population of South Hams is expected to   increase by some 3,013 

(+3.6%) in the period 2014-2024, and 4,992 (+6.0%) in the period 2014-2031, the number 

of people in the overall ‘active participation’ age group (5-69) is projected to 

decrease in the 10 year period to 2024, by some 2,205 (-3.4%). This figure is predicted 

to decline further in the period 2014-2031, by a total of 2,732 (-4.2%). 

• The only age groups within the ‘active participation’ group that are projected to see 

a significant increase in numbers in the period to 2024 is the 5-9 (mini pitch sports) and 

10-19 (youth/junior pitch sports) groups. There is also predicted to be a slight increase 

in the 55-69 (veteran pitch sports) age group in the same period. A broadly similar 

picture emerges when looking ahead to 2031, although the 55-69 (veteran pitch 

sports) age group will decline slightly in the period 2014-2031.  

• The age group predicted to see a significant decline in numbers in the period 2014-

2024 and 2014-2031 is the 20-54 (adult pitch sport) age group, which is predicted to 

fall by some 3,568 (-11.2%) in the period 2014-2024, and by 3,601 (-11.3%) in the period 

2014-2031.  

Team Generation Rates 

3.48 Team Generation Rates (TGRs) indicate how many people in a specified age group are 

required to generate one team. TGRs are derived by dividing the appropriate population 

age band by the number of teams playing within that area in that age band. By applying 
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TGRs to population projections, we can project the theoretical number of teams that 

would be generated from population growth and gain an understanding of future 

demand.  

 

3.49 Table 3.23 below summarises the current TGRs for football in South Hams and uses them to 

assess the potential impact of projected changes to the population profile on demand for 

football.  

Table 3.23: TGRs and Potential Change to Number of Football Teams in South Hams: 2014–

2024 and 2014-2031 

Sport and 

Age 

Groups 

No. of 

teams 

in age 

group 

(2014)  

Current 

popn in 

age 

group 

(2014) 

TGR   

Future 

popn  in 

age 

group 

(2024) 

Potential 

change in no. 

of teams in 

age group 

2014-2024 

Future 

popn  in 

age 

group 

(2031) 

Potential 

change in no. 

of teams in 

age group 

2014-2031 

Football –  

Male 11 v 

11  

(16-45yrs) 

40 11,740 296  11,314 -2  (38) 11,717 
No change 

(40) 

Football - 

Female 11 

v 11  

(16-45yrs) 

0 11,753 - 11,281 - 11,387 + 1 

Football – 

Youth 

Male 11 v 

11  

(12-15yrs) 

20 1,820 91  2,074 +3 (23) 2,070 +3 (23) 

Football – 

Youth 

Female 11 

v 11  

(12-15yrs) 

0 1,794 - 1,951 - 2,003 +1 

Football - 

Youth 

Male 9 v 9  

(10-11yrs) 

13 896 69  987 +2 (15) 987 +2 (15) 

Football - 

Youth 

Female 9 

v 9  

(10-11yrs) 

0 833  963  963  

Mini 

Soccer  

7 v 7 

Mixed  

(8-9yrs) 

11 1,705 155  1,891 +1 (12) 1,862 +1 (12) 

Mini 

Soccer 

5 v 5 

Mixed  

(6-7yrs) 

8 1,706 213  1,779 +1 (9) 1,752 +1 (9) 

Source: Population data: Office of National Statistics, 2012-based Subnational Population Projections: 2012-2031(May 

2014) 

• Adult 11v11 – in the period 2014 - 2024 the number of adults aged between 16 and 

45 (the age groups that typically play adult football) will decrease slightly, and 
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therefore, based on latest population projections, future participation to 2024 may 

see less teams generated, although in practice, the number will probably remain 

constant.    By 2031, the population in this age group will have increased slightly again 

• Youth 11v11 – between 2014 and 2031 the number of young people aged between 

12 and 15 (the age groups that typically play youth 11v11 football) is projected to 

increase, creating additional demand equivalent to 4 junior boys and girls teams  

• Youth 9v9 - between 2014 and 2031 the number of young people aged between 10 

and 11 (the age groups that typically play youth 9v9 football) is projected to increase, 

creating additional demand equivalent to 2 youth 9v9 football teams 

• It is expected that the increase in the mini soccer age groups will also give rise to an 

additional 2 mini teams. 

3.50 Calculations can also be made to show potential change to the number of football teams 

in the new housing growth areas in South Hams.   The table below uses the projected 

population figures in combination with TGRs to suggest the number of teams that might be 

created. 

Table 3.24: TGRs and Potential Change to Number of Football Teams: New Housing Growth 

Area - Sherford: 2014–2031 

Sport and Age Groups 

Current 

South 

Hams 

popn in 

age 

group 

(2014) 

% of 

South 

Hams 

popn in 

age 

group 

(2014) 

TGR 

Future 

popn  in 

age 

group 

(2024): 

Sherford 

Potential 

change 

in no. of 

teams 

(2024): 

Sherford 

Future 

popn  in 

age 

group 

(2031): 

Sherford 

Potential 

change 

in no. of 

teams 

(2031): 

Sherford 

Football – 

Male 11 v 11 

(16-45yrs) 

11,740 14.0% 296 835 3 1,423 5 

Football - Female 11 v 11  

(16-45yrs) 
11,753 14.0%  835  1,423  

Football – Youth Male 11 v 11  

(12-15yrs) 
1,820 2.2% 91 131 2 224 3 

Football – Youth Female 11 v 11  

(12-15yrs) 
1,794 2.1%  125  213  

Football - Youth Male 9 v 9  

(10-11yrs) 
896 1.1% 69 66 1 112 2 

Football - Youth Female 9 v 9  

(10-11yrs) 
833 1.0%  60  102  

Mini Soccer  

7 v 7 Mixed  

(8-9yrs) 

1,705 2.0% 155 119 1 203 2 
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Mini Soccer 

5 v 5 Mixed  

(6-7yrs) 

1,706 2.0% 213 119 1 203 2 

 

Note: Figures for Sherford assume: 

• 2,700 housing completions 2014-2024 

• 4,600 housing completions 2014-2031  

• Average household size 2.21 

• 5,967 new residents 2014-2024 

• 10,166 new residents 2014-2031 

• Age/sex breakdown of population same as 2014 

 

CONSIDERATION OF LATENT, UNMET AND DISPLACED DEMAND 

3.51 Sport England Market Segmentation data can also be used to estimate the proportion of 

the population that participate in football and the number of people who would like to play 

(or play more).  It is estimated that 3910 people currently play football in the South Hams 

and  that there is potential to increase adult football participation by up to 19%, with about 

762 residents indicating that they would like to play (or play more) football.  This potential 

rate of increase is similar to county and national figures. Most of this latent demand is from 

residents in the main market segments that currently play.  

 

3.52 This figure cannot be split into male and female but if we assume a two thirds male and one 

third female split, this would suggest around 500 adult males wanting to play more football 

and 250 females.   It is not possible to say whether these would be drawn more to playing 

11v11 on grass, or small sided soccer on artificial surfaces, but if we assume grass, 500 adult 

males is equivalent to 2 teams.  The number of women wishing to play more football is not 

large enough to generate a team. 

 

3.53 One of the characteristics of TGRs is that if there are no teams or a very low number of teams 

currently playing (so that the number required to generate one team is very high) increases 

in population in the relevant age playing range may not ‘trigger’ an extra team.  The TGR 

for women’s football is currently very high, but there is evidence (see below) that more 

women’s and girls teams may develop in the future. 

Displaced demand 

3.54 There is some cross boundary movement between South Hams and Plymouth and Torbay..  

A number of Plymouth based teams are playing in South Hams (the movement is that way 

rather than teams from South Hams playing in Plymouth): this has been taken into account 

in calculating team generation rates, but some additional points are as follows: (relevant 

for all sports). 

 

3.55 The key points are: 

• a number of Plymouth based football teams are playing in South Hams.  Excluding 

‘closed’ sites (namely Staddiscombe Playing Fields), this demand can be 

accommodated within the South Hams without displacing South Hams teams or 

raising issues of capacity;   

• between 5% and 10% of football players playing for teams based in Plymouth come 

from South Hams, particularly the Ivybridge area;  
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• there are sites within the Plymouth fringe in South Hams which have some spare 

capacity to accommodate additional teams – including Lee Moor Recreation 

Ground, Wembury Recreation Ground and Yealmpton Athletic Ground.   However, 

these are mainly one pitch sites and there is not enough capacity to meet demand 

from a club running several teams; more a case of spare slots where teams could be 

fitted in; 

• AGPs (one full size and one half size) at Ivybridge Community College are used by 

Plymouth Argyle Youth FC for training; 

• at the South Hams/Torbay interface, the football club at Stoke Gabriel attracts some 

players from Torbay and Marldon Youth Football Club (South Hams) plays its matches 

and trains at the 3g AGP at Paignton Community College.  

• The provision of additional 3g football turf pitches within Plymouth and the remarking 

of pitches to accommodate more of Plymouth’s demand for junior football could: 

• decrease demand for junior pitches within the South Hams fringe (notably 

Plymouth Argaum’s youth pitches and Frankfort Park, Brixton); 

• free up time (and potentially reduce income) on Ivybridge Community College’s 

AGPs (if Plymouth Argyle Youth teams move to use facilities in the city); 

• meet some demand for football training and possibly youth games from football 

teams in the South Hams areas bordering Plymouth; and 

• Conversely, if more pitches are provided in Ivybridge, it is possible that teams – 

particularly juniors – who become based there could result in a slightly reduce 

demand for Plymouth pitches.     

 
D  LOCAL TRENDS IN PARTICIPATION AND CLUB SPECIFIC DEVELOPMENT PLANS AND   

ASPIRATIONS 

3.56 Several football clubs have aspirations to grow and this will impact both on demand across 

South Hams as a whole but also more locally at a site specific level.   Club aspirations are 

set out below.   These aspirations are considered conservatively; some of them are 

dependent upon access to more/better pitches and changing facilities, but others will 

depend on the availability of support personnel. 

 

3.57 Recent trends (i.e. over last 3 years): 

• Increase in junior teams – Dartmouth FC added u13 team; Manstow – more dads 

taking part in game so more boys/girls can get to play football; 

• Decreased: junior and ladies decreased due to less managers, volunteers available 

and too much bureaucracy; and 

• Woolwell Youth FC: u18s, u16s and u13s folded; u9s first season – too much red tape, 

cost and time. 

Future Trends 

3.58 Clubs wishing to run more senior teams: Stoke Gabriel FC (Ladies), Ivybridge Town FC. 
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3.59 Clubs wishing to run more boys and girls teams: Ivybridge Town FC Manstow FC, Stoke 

Gabriel, Woolwell Youth FC (both); Ugborough and Roborough – boys only.  Shortage of 

junior pitches is affecting this growth – one factor among many, but significant. 

 
3.60 Totnes & Dartington FC say difficult to increase senior sides as present day working 

conditions makes availability of players very difficult and players are satisfying their football 

playing with smalls sided soccer, hence problems to field 3 teams with 3 subs each. 

SUMMARY – WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR SOUTH HAMS?  

Table 3.25 Summary of Latent, Displaced and Future Demand to 2031 

Reason for 

more teams 

Men’s 

teams 

Ladies’ 

teams 

Youth teams 

11v11 

Youth 

teams 

9v9 

Minis Notes 

Population 

growth to 

2031 

0 1 3B + 1G 2 1  

Sherford 5 1 3B + 2G 2 4  

Latent 

demand 

2 1     

(Displaced 

demand) 

(-22 adult - -8   Plymouth 

generated teams 

– unlikely to  

move out, so not 

included in 

calculations) 

Aspirations  2 3 3 4  

TOTAL +7 +5 +11 +7 +9  

Match 

equivalents 

3.5 2.5 6.5 3.5 4.5  

 

3.61 Match equivalent sessions generated need to be considered alongside existing spare 

capacity at grounds.   However, as a conservative estimate, in addition to existing stock 

and provision to meet overplay of existing facilities this would suggest the need for access 

to additional pitches as follows: 

• Sherford: 2-3 x adult pitches; 2 x 11v11 youth pitches; 2 x 9v9 pitches; 2-3 mini pitches; 

and  

• Rest of South Hams: 3 x adult pitches, 3 x 11v11 pitches of different sizes; 2 x 9v9 pitches 

and 2 x mini pitches (7v7 and 5v5).  

 

D      FORTHCOMING CHANGES TO SUPPLY 

3.62 Any proposed changes to supply will be evaluated within the Strategy. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                                          South Hams and West Devon Playing Pitch Strategy: Needs Assessment 94 

WEST DEVON 

B   POPULATION CHANGES – WEST DEVON 

ONS Population projections (2014-2024) 

3.63 Current ONS population projections to 2031 are based on 2012 population estimates, and 

were released by ONS in May 2014. It can be seen from the analysis of ONS population 

projections for West Devon that: 

 

• The overall population of West Devon is expected to  increase by some 5,373 (+9.8%) 

in the period 2014-2024, and 8,479 (+15.5%) in the period 2014-2031. 

 

• The number of people in the overall ‘active participation’ age group (5-69) is 

projected to increase slightly in the 10 year period to 2024, by some 1,129 (2.6%). This 

figure is also predicted to increase in the period 2014-2031, by a total of 1,942 (4.6%). 

 

• The only age groups within the ‘active participation’ group that are projected to see 

a significant increase in numbers in the period to 2024 is the 5-9 (mini pitch sports) and 

10-19 (youth/junior pitch sports) groups. There is also predicted to be an increase in 

the 55-69 (veteran pitch sports) age group in the same period. A broadly similar 

picture emerges when looking ahead to 2031. 

 

• The age group predicted to see a decline in numbers in the period 2014-2024 and 

2014-2031 is the 20-54 (adult pitch sport) age group, which is predicted to fall by some 

976 (-4.5%) in the period 2014-2024, and by 580 (-2.7%) in the period 2014-2031.  

Team Generation Rates 

3.64 Team Generation Rates (TGRs) indicate how many people in a specified age group are 

required to generate one team. TGRs are derived by dividing the appropriate population 

age band by the number of teams playing within that area in that age band. By applying 

TGRs to population projections, we can project the theoretical number of teams that would 

be generated from population growth and gain an understanding of future demand.  

 

3.65 Table 3.26 below summarises the current TGRs for football in West Devon and uses them to 

assess the potential impact of projected changes to the population profile on demand for 

football.  

 
Table 3.26: TGRs and Potential Change to Number of Football Teams in West Devon: 2014–

2024 and 2014-2031 

Sport and Age 

Groups 

No. of 

teams 

in age 

group 

(2014)  

Current 

popn in 

age 

group 

(2014) 

TGR  

Future 

popn  in 

age 

group 

(2024) 

Potential 

change in no. 

of teams in 

age group 

2014-2024 

Future 

popn  in 

age 

group 

(2031) 

Potential 

change in no. 

of teams in 

age group 

2014-2031 

Football –  

Male 11 v 11  

(16-45yrs) 

29 8,065 278 8,207 +1 (30) 8,479 +2 (31) 

Football - 

Female 11 v 11  

(16-45yrs) 

2 8,093 4047 8,243 No change 8,429 No change 
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Football – Youth 

Male 11 v 11  

(12-15yrs) 

17 1,212 71 1,334 +2 (19) 1,415 +3 (20) 

Football – Youth 

Female 11 v 11  

(12-15yrs) 

1 1,140 1,140 1,258 No change 1,343 No change 

Football - Youth 

Male 9 v 9  

(10-11yrs) 

11 581 53 671 +2 (13) 689 +2 (13) 

Football - Youth 

Female 9 v 9  

(10-11yrs) 

0 500  633  651  

Mini Soccer  

7 v 7 Mixed  

(8-9yrs) 

11 1,109 101 1,277 +2 (13) 1,294 +2 (13) 

Mini Soccer 

5 v 5 Mixed  

(6-7yrs) 

5 1,180 236 1,245 +1 (6) 1,244 +1 (6) 

Source: Population data: Office of National Statistics, 2012-based Subnational Population Projections: 2012-2031(May 

2014) 

3.66 The above suggests the following: 

• Adult 11v11 – in the period 2014 - 2024 the number of adults aged between 16 and 

45 (the age groups that typically play adult football) will increase, and result in possibly 

one additional team, rising to two new teams by 2031. 

• Youth 11v11 – between 2014 and 2031 the number of young people aged between 

12 and 15 (the age groups that typically play youth 11v11 football) is projected to 

increase, creating additional demand equivalent to 3 youth 11v11 football teams.   

Youth 9v9 teams are expected to increase by 2 to 2031, and a further 3 mini teams 

will be generated by 2031. 
 

C  CONSIDERATION OF LATENT, UNMET AND DISPLACED DEMAND 

3.67 Sport England Market Segmentation data can also be used to estimate the proportion of 

the population that participate in football and the number of people who would like to play 

(or play more).  It is estimated that 2511 people currently play football in West Devon Hams 

and  that there is potential to increase adult football participation by up to 20%, with about 

495 residents indicating that they would like to play (or play more) football.  This potential 

rate of increase is similar to county and national figures. Most of this latent demand is from 

residents in the main market segments that currently play.  

 

3.68 This figure cannot be split into male and female but if we assume a two thirds male and one 

third female split, this would suggest around 350 adult males wanting to play more football 

and 150 females.   It is not possible to say whether these would be drawn more to playing 

11v11 on grass, or small sided soccer on artificial surfaces, but if we assume grass, 350 adult 

males is equivalent to around 1 adult team. The number of women wishing to play more 

football is not large enough to generate a team. 

 

3.69 One of the characteristics of TGRs is that if there are no teams or a very low number of teams 

currently playing (so that the number required to generate one team is very high) increases 
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in population in the relevant age playing range may not ‘trigger’ an extra team.  The TGR 

for women’s football is currently very high, but there is evidence (see below) that more 

women’s and girls teams may develop in the future. 

 
Displaced demand 
 

3.70 There is some cross boundary movement between West Devon and Plymouth; this has been 

taken into account in calculating team generation rates, but an additional point is that 

Plymouth Argyle Youth FC train on grass pitches at Crowndale and Langsford Park in 

Tavistock (West Devon). 

 

3.71 The provision of additional 3g football turf pitches within Plymouth and the remarking of 

pitches to accommodate more of Plymouth’s demand for junior football could: 

• mean that Plymouth Argyle Youth teams move back to Plymouth for 

training/matches rather than using pitches at Crowndale and Langsford Park in 

Tavistock.  However, this is a very important income stream for these sites; 

• meet some demand for football training and possibly youth games from football 

teams in the West Devon areas bordering Plymouth; 

 

D LOCAL TRENDS IN PARTICIPATION AND CLUB SPECIFIC DEVELOPMENT PLANS AND     

ASPIRATIONS 

3.72 Several football clubs have aspirations to grow and this will impact both on demand across 

West Devon as a whole but also more locally at a site specific level.   Club aspirations are 

set out below.   These aspirations are considered conservatively; some of them are 

dependent upon access to more/better pitches and changing facilities, but others will 

depend on the availability of support personnel. 

• More adult men’s teams – North Tawton, Okehampton Argyle, Princetown, Tavistock 

Specials 

• More adult ladies: Okehampton Argyle, Princetown, Tavistock Specials 

• Youth: Chagford FC, North Tawton, Okehampton Argyle, Princetown, Tavistock 

Specials, Tavistock Community FC, Tavistock Thistles 

• Shortage of junior pitches especially and training facilities. 

SUMMARY – WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR WEST DEVON? 

Table 3.27: Summary of Latent, Displaced and Future Demand to 2031 

Reason for more 

teams 

Men’s 

teams 

Ladies’ 

teams 

Youth 

teams 

11v11 

Youth 

teams 

9v9 

Minis Notes 

Population 

growth to 2031 

+2 +1 +3 +2 +3  

Latent demand +1      

Displaced 

demand 
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Aspirations +4 +3 +4 +3 +2  

TOTAL +7 +4 +7 +5 +5  

Match 

equivalents 

3.5 2 3.5 2.5 2.5  

 

3.73 Match equivalent sessions generated need to be considered alongside existing spare 

capacity at grounds.   However, as a conservative estimate, in addition to existing stock 

and to provision to meet overplay of existing facilities this would suggest the need for access 

to additional pitches as follows: 

 

• 3 x adult pitches; 3 x 11v11 pitches of different sizes; 2 x 9v9 pitches; 2 x mini pitches (7v7 

and 5v5). 

D   FORTHCOMING CHANGES TO SUPPLY 

3.74 Any proposed changes to supply will be evaluated within the Strategy. 



 

 

4: Cricket 
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4.1 This section assesses the adequacy of pitches for cricket in South Hams and West Devon by 

presenting the following: 

• An overview of pitch supply  

• An overview of demand for cricket 

• The pattern of play of cricket 

• A review of the capacity and adequacy of current provision across South Hams and 

West Devon, including an understanding of activity at individual sites 

• The future picture of provision for cricket across South Hams and West Devon 

OVERVIEW OF PITCH SUPPLY 

4.2 The letters in the ‘Community Use’ column signify the following, as set out in Sport England’s 

latest Playing Pitch Strategy Guidance, October 2013. 

A Available for community use and used  

B Available for community use and unused 

C Not available for community use, as matter of policy and practice 

D Not available as disused.   Any sites where sites where pitches were once, but are no 

longer, marked out and remain undeveloped.  

Quantity  

Cricket pitches in South Hams 

4.3 There are 22 sites containing facilities for cricket in South Hams. This figure includes all known 

public, private, school and other pitches whether or not they are in secured community use. 

Of these 22 sites, 18 are classed as ‘A’ – available for community use and used, and 4 as ‘D’ 

– sites where cricket is no longer played. 

4.4 The 18 sites comprise 17 grass squares and 8 non-turf wickets.   7 grounds have both – the 

only ground recorded as just having a non-turf wicket is at Malborough. 

Table 4.1: Cricket Pitches in South Hams    

 

 

Sub area 

 

Owner/ 

Manager 

 

 

Site Name 

 

Grass wickets 

(non-turf wicket) 

 

Community 

use 

 

Shared 

sites 

Dartmouth Commercial/ 

Sports club 

Stoke Fleming cricket 

pitch 

4 A No 

Ivybridge Commercial/ 

Sports club 

Cornwood cricket pitch 

Delamore Park 

12 A No 

Ivybridge Commercial/ 

Sports club 

Cornwood cricket pitch 

Oak Park 

12 (1) A No 
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Sub area 

 

Owner/ 

Manager 

 

 

Site Name 

 

Grass wickets 

(non-turf wicket) 

 

Community 

use 

 

Shared 

sites 

Ivybridge Local 

Authority/ 

Local 

Authority 

Ermington cricket pitch 5 A Junior 

football 

Ivybridge Commercial/ 

Sports club 

Holbeton cricket pitch 

Flete House 

6 A No 

Ivybridge Local 

Authority/ 

Ivybridge Erme Playing 

Field 

 D  

Ivybridge Local 

Authority/ 

Local 

Authority 

Ivybridge Filham Park 10 (1) A Junior 

football 

and rugby 

Ivybridge Local 

Authority/ 

Moorhaven cricket pitch  D  

Ivybridge Local 

Authority/ 

Local 

Authority 

Newton Ferrers cricket 

pitch Butts Park 

4 A Football 

Ivybridge Other/ Trust Roborough cricket pitch 11 (1) A Football 

Ivybridge Commercial/ 

Sports club 

Wembury cricket pitch 6 A No 

Ivybridge Commercial/ 

Community 

Organisation 

Yealmpton cricket 

ground 

7 (1) A Football 

Kingsbridge Commercial/ 

Sports club 

Aveton Gifford cricket 

pitch 

8 A No 

Kingsbridge Sports Club/ 

Sports Club 

Kingsbridge cricket pitch 

The Butts 

10 (1) A No 

Kingsbridge Community 

Organisation/ 

Community 

Organisation 

Malborough cricket pitch (1) A Football 

Kingsbridge Commercial/ Slapton cricket pitch  D  

Totnes Other/ 

Community 

Organisation 

Dartington Foxhole 

cricket pitch 

13 (1) A Football 

Totnes Commercial/ 

Sports club 

Harberton cricket pitch 

Stonehills 

11 A No 

Totnes Local 

Authority/ 

Local 

Authority 

Marldon cricket pitch 4 A Junior 

football 
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Sub area 

 

Owner/ 

Manager 

 

 

Site Name 

 

Grass wickets 

(non-turf wicket) 

 

Community 

use 

 

Shared 

sites 

Totnes Local 

Authority/ 

Community 

Organisation 

South Brent cricket pitch 

Palstone Park 

5 A Football 

Totnes Sports Club/ 

Sports Club 

Stoke Gabriel cricket 

pitch, J E Eastley 

Memorial Ground 

8 (1) A No 

Totnes Local 

Authority/ 

Totnes Pavilion Borough 

Park 

 D  

 

(Note: A shared site is where another sport is played on the cricket outfield, or where 

ancillary facilities are used by other sports.)   

 

Table 4.2 : Summary of Cricket Pitches in South Hams 

 

 Community use of 

grounds 

 

Ownership Type Cricket 

Ground 

Artificial 

wicket 

Grass 

Pitch 

 

A 

 

B 

 

C 

 

D 

 

Shared 

Site 

LA/PC leased to 

cricket club 

8 1 5 5   3 5 

Private/club leased to 

cricket club 

9 2 7 8   1 1 

Club owned 2 2 2 2     

Other  3 3 2 3    3 

TOTAL 22 8 16 18   4 9 

 

Cricket Pitches in West Devon 

4.5 There are 20 sites containing facilities for cricket in West Devon. This figure includes all known 

public, private, school and other pitches whether or not they are in secured community use. 

Of these 20 sites, 18 are classed as ‘A’ – available for community use and used, and 2 as ‘D’ 

– sites where cricket is no longer played. 

4.5 The 18 sites comprise 15 grass squares and 9 non-turf wickets.   6 grounds have both – the 

three grounds recorded as just having a non-turf wicket are at Tavistock Community 

College, Okehampton and Hatherleigh’s second pitch. 
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Table 4.3: Cricket Pitches in West Devon  

 

 

Sub Area 

Owner/ 

Manager 

Site Name Grass wickets 

(non-turf 

wicket) 

Community 

use 

Shared 

sites 

North Community 

Organisation/ 

Community 

Organisation 

Belstone Cricket Club 8 (1) A No 

North Sports Club/ 

Sports Club 

Bridestowe cricket 

pitch 

8 A No 

North Other/ Trust Chagford cricket 

pitch 

12 (1) A Football 

North Sports Club/ 

Sports Club 

Hatherleigh cricket 

pitch - main pitch 

10 A No 

North Sports Club/ 

Sports Club 

Hatherleigh cricket 

pitch - second pitch 

(1) A No 

North Sports Club/ North Tawton cricket 

pitch 

 D  

North Community 

School/ 

Community 

Organisation 

Okehampton cricket 

pitch 

(1) A Football 

and 

rugby 

North Local 

Authority/ 

Sports Club 

Spreyton cricket pitch 3 (1) A No 

South Community 

Organisation/ 

Brentor cricket pitch  D  

South Other/ Trust Buckland Cricket 

Club, Lady Seaton 

Sports Field 

8 A No 

South Commercial/ 

Sports Club 

Elephants Nest cricket 

pitch, Horndon 

3 A No 

South Community 

Organisation/ 

Community 

Organisation 

Lewdown cricket 

pitch 

9 (1) A Football 

South Local 

Authority/ 

Community 

Organisation 

Lifton cricket pitch 4 A Football 
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Sub Area 

Owner/ 

Manager 

Site Name Grass wickets 

(non-turf 

wicket) 

Community 

use 

Shared 

sites 

South Community 

Organisation/ 

Community 

Organisation 

Lydford cricket pitch 5 A Football 

South Local 

Authority/ 

Sports Club 

Tavistock Cricket Club 17 (1) A No 

South Community 

School/ 

Community 

School 

Tavistock Community 

College 

(1) A Football 

South Community 

Organisation/ 

Community 

Organisation 

Milton Abbot cricket 

pitch 

8 A No 

South Community 

Organisation/ 

Community 

Organisation 

Walkhampton cricket 

pitch 

5 A Football 

South Commercial/ 

Sports Club 

Whitchurch Wayfarers 

cricket pitch 

10 (1) A No 

South Commercial/ 

Sports Club 

Yelverton Bohemians 

Cricket Club, Langton 

Park 

12 A No 

 

Table 4.4: Summary of Cricket Pitches in West Devon 

 

Ownership Type 

Cricket 

Ground 

Artificial 

wicket 

Grass 

Pitch 

 

A 

 

B 

 

C 

 

D 

 

Shared 

site 

LA/PC leased to cricket 

club 

9 4 9 8   1 4 

Private/club leased to 

cricket club 

3 1 3 3     

Club owned 4 1 3 3   1  

Community school 2 2  2    2 

Other  2 1 2 2    1 

TOTAL 20 9 17 18   2 7 
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Quality 

Scoring of sites 

4.6 The score given to the overall pitch quality and shown in Table 4.5 below is based upon 

Sport England’s new playing pitch strategy guidance – Appendix 3d.        

(http://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/planning-for-sport/planning-tools-and-

guidance/playing-pitch-strategy-guidance/.   There are 5 different elements upon which 

the assessment rating is based: condition of the cricket outfield, condition of artificial 

wickets, condition and maintenance of grass wickets, presence of pavilion/changing rooms 

and the condition of non-turf cricket practice nets. Where a particular element is not 

present at a site, the score is averaged-out to give a comparable rating for all sites. 

Table 4.5: SOUTH HAMS Cricket Pitch Quality Rating    

 
Quality Score 

   

Site Name C
ri

c
k

e
t 

O
u

tf
ie

ld
  

A
rt

if
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l 
w

ic
k

e
ts

  

G
ra

ss
 w
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k

e
ts

  

C
h

a
n

g
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g
 p

a
v

il
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n
  

N
o

n
-t

u
rf

 c
ri

c
k

e
t 

p
ra

c
ti
c

e
 n

e
ts

  

O
v

e
ra

ll
 S

c
o

re
 %

 

Potential 

rating 

(poor, 

standard, 

good) 

Notes from site 

audit 

Summary of club 

rating & comments 

(OPQ=overall pitch 

quality; CHF = 

changing facilities) 

Stoke 

Fleming 

cricket 

pitch 

26  20 20  78% Standard Sloping site. Pitch 

does not appear to 

have had much play 

this season. Smart, 

fairly new wooden 

pavilion. 

 

Cornwood 

cricket 

pitch 

Delamore 

Park 

26  30 25 50 91% Good 2nd pitch on more of 

a slope. Good grass. 

Smart new pavilion. 4 

bay net provision. 

OPQ – Good; CHF - 

Good 

Cornwood 

cricket 

pitch Oak 

Park 

30 30 30 25 50 94% Good Sloping site. Very 

good grass. Smart 

new pavilion. 4 bay 

net provision. 

OPQ – Good; CHF - 

Good 

Ermington 

cricket 

pitch 

20  20   67% Standard No artificial surfaces 

nor facilities. 

OPQ – Standard; CHF 

- Unacceptable 

Holbeton 

cricket 

pitch Flete 

House 

28  25 13  76% Standard Attractive ground in 

private estate. 

Ancient pavilion.  

 



 

 

                                          South Hams and West Devon Playing Pitch Strategy: Needs Assessment 104 

 
Quality Score 

   

Site Name C
ri

c
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 c
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O
v

e
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o
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 %

 

Potential 

rating 

(poor, 

standard, 

good) 

Notes from site 

audit 

Summary of club 

rating & comments 

(OPQ=overall pitch 

quality; CHF = 

changing facilities) 

Ivybridge 

Erme 

Playing Field 

         Previously a cricket 

and football site. 

Cricket has now 

moved entirely. 

 

Ivybridge 

Filham Park 

28 35 30 25 15 84% Good Flat site. Good pitch 

and facilities let down 

by poor nets. 

OPQ – Good; CHF - 

Acceptable 

Moorhaven 

cricket 

pitch 

                 

Newton 

Ferrers 

cricket 

pitch Butts 

Park 

22  15 13  58% Standard Sloping site. Skeleton 

of former net facility 

with just frame and 

concrete base 

remaining. Pavilion 

(shared with football) 

appears old but solid. 

 

Roborough 

cricket 

pitch 

26 10 30 10  64% Standard A well used ground in 

desperate need of 

improvement - 

artificial wicket, nets 

and pavilion. 

OPQ – Standard; CHF 

- Acceptable 

Wembury 

cricket 

pitch 

30  20 13 25 65% Standard Good grass, poor 

nets. 

 

Yealmpton 

cricket 

ground 

30 35 30 13  88% Good Also 3 junior grass 

wickets (20-21 yards). 

Very well tended 

ground. Short side 

boundary. Concern 

expressed by club 

over just 12 years 

remaining on lease. 

Mobile net cage in 

good order. 
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Quality Score 

   

Site Name C
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Potential 

rating 

(poor, 

standard, 

good) 

Notes from site 

audit 

Summary of club 

rating & comments 

(OPQ=overall pitch 

quality; CHF = 

changing facilities) 

Aveton 

Gifford 

cricket 

pitch 

22  15 20  68% Standard Sloping site. Poor 

quality grass. Nice, 

wooden pavilion 

 

Kingsbridge 

cricket 

pitch The 

Butts 

24 15 30 18  74% Standard Sloping square and 

outfield. No net bay. 

Portable net cage 

used on square. 

Doubt whether 

artificial wicket could 

sustain play - appears 

dangerous. 

OPQ – Good; CHF - 

Acceptable 

Malborough 

cricket 

pitch 

22 25  15  68% Standard Vague suggestion of 

table although no 

grass strips apparent. 

Artificial wicket in 

good condition 

although undulates. 

Portable net cage (in 

reasonable 

condition) on site but 

doesn't look as 

though it has been 

recently moved. Nice 

changing shared with 

football. 

 

Slapton 

cricket 

pitch 

         Site of former pitch. 

Unidentifiable as 

cricket pitch, has 

reverted to field for 

grazing sheep. Only 

evidence that cricket 

was played here was 

equipment still visible 

in small shed. 

 

Dartington 

Foxhole 

cricket 

pitch 

28 15 30 18 20 68% Standard Additional junior 

wicket. Slight slope. 

Good ground other 

than poor artificial 

surfaces - both nets 

and wicket. 

OPQ – Standard; CHF 

- Acceptable 
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Quality Score 

   

Site Name C
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Potential 

rating 

(poor, 

standard, 

good) 

Notes from site 

audit 

Summary of club 

rating & comments 

(OPQ=overall pitch 

quality; CHF = 

changing facilities) 

Harberton 

cricket 

pitch 

Stonehills 

28  30 20  91% Good Surprisingly good, 

undulating ground 

with new pavilion in 

remote location. 

Single bay practice 

net with grass wicket. 

OPQ – Good; CHF - 

Good 

Marldon 

cricket 

pitch 

23  20   72% Standard Sloping field. Grass 

too long. No nets nor 

pavilion, just 3 

wooden huts on site. 

(nearby village hall is 

across the road)  

 

South Brent 

cricket 

pitch 

Palstone 

Park 

24  20 20  76% Standard Flat site, football on 

outfield (and possibly 

part of wicket). Pitch 

doesn't appear to 

have had much use. 

OPQ – Poor; CHF - 

Good 

Stoke 

Gabriel 

cricket 

pitch, J E 

Eastley 

Memorial 

Ground 

30 20 30 18 40 79% Standard Good grass. Artificial 

wicket is in poor 

condition and 

doesn't look as 

though it is used.  

 

Totnes 

Pavilion 

Borough 

Park 

          Previously a cricket 

ground (along with 

football and rugby) 

but cricket has now 

moved from this site. 

Now solely rugby. 
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Table 4.6: WEST DEVON Cricket Pitch Quality Rating    

 
Quality Score 

   

Site Name C
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Potential 

rating 

(poor, 

standard, 

good) 

Notes from site 

audit 

Summary of club 

rating & comments 

(OPQ=overall pitch 

quality; CHF = 

changing facilities) 

Belstone 

Cricket 

Club 

24 33 25 13  61% Standard Exposed site. 

Recently repainted 

pavilion. 

 

Bridestowe 

cricket 

pitch 

28 0 30 20 0 91% Good Sloping site. Good 

grass. Prone to 

waterlogging in one 

corner. Portable net 

cage in good 

condition. 

OPQ – Standard; CHF 

- Acceptable 

Chagford 

cricket 

pitch 

30 30 30 25 50 94% Good Very nice facility in 

delightful setting. 

One track in net bay 

has tree roots 

protruding. Football 

on outfield 

 

Hatherleigh 

cricket 

pitch - main 

pitch 

28 0 30 25 50 94% Good Nice site with new net 

facility. 

OPQ – Good; CHF - 

Acceptable 

Hatherleigh 

cricket 

pitch - 

second 

pitch 

24 30 0 25 50 87% Good Nice site with new net 

facility. 
 

North 

Tawton 

cricket 

pitch 

0 0 0 0 0   Site of former cricket 

pitch, now reverted 

to farmland 

 

Okehampto

n cricket 

pitch 

24 30 0 25 0 89% Good Football and 

rounders on outfield. 

Faint suggestion of 

former grass table. 
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Quality Score 

   

Site Name C
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Potential 

rating 

(poor, 

standard, 

good) 

Notes from site 

audit 

Summary of club 

rating & comments 

(OPQ=overall pitch 

quality; CHF = 

changing facilities) 

Spreyton 

cricket 

pitch 

24 10 25 10 0 58% Standard Tight boundary on 

one side. 
 

Brentor 

cricket 

pitch 

       Currently not in use.  

Buckland 

Cricket 

Club, Lady 

Seaton 

Sports Field 

28 0 30 18 0 88% Good Sloping site. Good 

grass. Portable net 

cage in good 

condition. Tidy, 

prefabricated 

changing  

OPQ – Standard; CHF 

- Acceptable 

Elephants 

Nest cricket 

pitch, 

Horndon 

23 0 20 3 0 52% Standard Sloping site, good 

grass. Couple of 

large sheds for 

changing/equipment 

 

Lewdown 

cricket 

pitch 

30 35 30 25 45 95% Good Sloping site. Good 

grass and artificial 

surfaces. Football on 

outfield. New and old 

sets of artificial 

practice nets. 

OPQ – Good; CHF - 

Good 

Lifton 

cricket 

pitch 

17 0 10 20 0 57% Standard Very basic cricket 

site. Football on 

outfield. Nice FF 

funded pavilion 

 

Lydford 

cricket 

pitch 

24 0 15 25 0 77% Standard Short, side 

boundaries. Football 

pitch on outfield 

 

Tavistock 

Cricket 

Club 

28 0 30 20 45 80% Good As per 2013 study OPQ – Good; CHF – 

Acceptable 

Tavistock 

Community 

College 

24 35    79% Standard New artificial strip. As 

per 2013 study 
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Quality Score 

   

Site Name C
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Potential 

rating 

(poor, 

standard, 

good) 

Notes from site 

audit 

Summary of club 

rating & comments 

(OPQ=overall pitch 

quality; CHF = 

changing facilities) 

Milton 

Abbot 

cricket 

pitch 

24 33 25 13  61% Standard Remote site.  

Walkhampt

on cricket 

pitch 

17 0 15 18 0 60% Standard Sloping site. Football 

pitch on outfield. 

Indistinct grass 

square. Grass cuttings 

on square. 

 

Whitchurch 

Wayfarers 

cricket 

pitch 

28 33 27 25  84% Good As per 2013 study OPQ – Good; CHF - 

Good 

Yelverton 

Bohemians 

Cricket 

Club, 

Langton 

Park 

30 0 30 23 45 92% Good Sloping site. 3 

additional junior 

wickets cut at edge 

of square plus others 

on outfield. Nice site. 

[Club has 

outdated/inadequat

e maintenance 

equipment and 

suffers from lack of 

security of tenure - 

although been on 

site for c70 years] 

OPQ – Good; CHF – 

Acceptable 

 
 

Triangulating evidence on quality 

4.7 The non-technical site assessment provides a snapshot of pitch quality at one point in time.  

Evidence on quality also needs to take into account the views of the clubs using the pitches 

and the Devon Cricket Board who have carried out their own assessments of the pitches.  

The following assessments have been provided by the Devon Cricket Board. 

4.8 This study has triangulated the evidence on pitch quality obtained from the non-technical 

site assessments, the views of the clubs, the views of the Devon Cricket Board and the ECB 

Pitch and Outfield Quality Ratings provided by umpires through the ECB.  Taking all 

information into account, the study rates the cricket pitches overall as presented in Table 

4.7 below (final column).   
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Table 4.7: SOUTH HAMS: Overall Cricket Pitch Quality Rating (This table combines scores from 

all sources – overall cumulative rating suggested in Right hand column)  

 

 

 

 

Ground 

Club: 

Overall 

Pitch Quality 

Non-Tech. Site 

Assessment 

ECB 

Umpires 

Overall Score % 

Potential 

rating 

Overall Pitch & 

outfield %age 

Stoke Fleming cricket 

pitch 

 78% Standard  
Standard 

Cornwood cricket 

pitch Delamore Park 

Good 91% Good  
Good 

Cornwood cricket 

pitch Oak Park 

Good 94% Good 84% 
Good 

Ermington cricket pitch Standard 67% Standard  
Standard 

Holbeton cricket pitch 

Flete House 

 76% Standard  
Standard 

Ivybridge Filham Park Good 84% Good 80% 
Good 

Newton Ferrers cricket 

pitch Butts Park 

 58% Standard  
Standard 

Roborough cricket 

pitch 

Standard 64% Standard 60% 
Poor 

Wembury cricket pitch  65% Standard  
Standard 

Yealmpton cricket 

ground 

 88% Good  
Good 

Aveton Gifford cricket 

pitch 

 68% Standard  
Standard 

Kingsbridge cricket 

pitch The Butts 

Good 74% Standard 73% 
Standard 

Malborough cricket 

pitch 

 68% Standard  
Standard 

Dartington Foxhole 

cricket pitch 

Standard 68% Standard 65% 
Standard 

Harberton cricket 

pitch Stonehills 

Good 91% Good  
Good 

Marldon cricket pitch  72% Standard  
Standard 

South Brent cricket 

pitch Palstone Park 

Poor 76% Standard  
Standard 

Stoke Gabriel cricket 

pitch, J E Eastley 

Memorial Ground 

 79% Standard 85% 

Good  
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Table 4.8: WEST DEVON: Overall Cricket Pitch Quality Rating (This table combines scores from 

all sources – overall cumulative rating suggested in Right hand column)  

 

 

 

 

Ground 

Club: 

Overall 

Pitch 

Quality 

Non-Tech. Site 

Assessment 

ECB 

Umpires 

Overall Score % 

Potential 

rating 

Overall 

Pitch & 

outfield 

%age 

Belstone Cricket Club  61% Standard  
Standard 

Bridestowe cricket pitch Standard 91% Good  
Standard 

Chagford cricket pitch  94% Good 91% 
Good 

Hatherleigh cricket pitch 

- main pitch 

Good 94% Good 82% 
Good 

Hatherleigh cricket pitch 

- second pitch 

 87% Good  
Standard 

Okehampton cricket 

pitch 

 89% Good  
Standard 

Spreyton cricket pitch  58% Standard  
Standard 

Buckland Cricket Club, 

Lady Seaton Sports Field 

Standard 88% Good  
Standard 

Elephants Nest cricket 

pitch, Horndon 

 52% Standard  
Standard 

Lewdown cricket pitch Good 95% Good 84% 
Good 

Lifton cricket pitch  57% Standard  
Standard 

Lydford cricket pitch  77% Standard  
Standard 

Tavistock Cricket Club Good 80% Good 74% 
Good 

Milton Abbot cricket 

pitch 

 61% Standard  
Standard 

Walkhampton cricket 

pitch 

 60% Standard  
Standard 

Whitchurch Wayfarers 

cricket pitch 

Good 84% Good  
Good 

Yelverton Bohemians 

Cricket Club, Langton 

Park 

Good 92% Good 83% 

Good 
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OVERVIEW OF DEMAND 

SOUTH HAMS  

Active People and Market Segmentation (Sport England) 

4.9 The Sport England Market Segmentation data (explained in Section 3/Football) can be used 

to estimate the proportion of the population that participate in cricket.  The key participants 

in cricket in South Hams come from those market segments groups that are most likely to 

play cricket nationally. However, the relative proportion of the population that participates 

from each group differs from national rates due to the make-up of the local population.  For 

cricket, the main market segmentation groups in South Hams are: 

1. Tim: settling down male, mainly aged 26-45, married or single, professional. 

2. Ben: competitive male urbanite, mainly aged 18-25, single, graduate professional.  

3. Philip: comfortable mid-life male, mainly aged 46-55, married with children, full time 

employment and owner occupier. 

4. Jamie: sports team lad, mainly aged 18-25, single, vocational student.  

5. Roger & Joy: early retirement couples, mainly aged 56-65, married. 

 The main female segment participating in cricket in South Hams is: 

1. Chloe: Young image-conscious females keeping fit and trim. 

Clubs and Teams playing in South Hams 

4.10 Research for the study has established the following: 

Table 4.9: Number of cricket teams fielded by each club in South Hams 

 

Club Adult Youth Ladies Girls Total 

Stoke Fleming CC 1    1 

Aveton Gifford CC 1    1 

Plymouth Civil Service and 

Roborough CC 

3    3 

Cornwood CC 5 4 2 1 12 

Ermington CC 1    1 

Holbeton CC 1    1 

Ivybridge CC 4 4   8 

Yealm CC 

(play at Newton Ferrers) 

1    1 

Wembury Grasshoppers 

CC 

1    1 

Yealmpton CC 1    1 
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Club Adult Youth Ladies Girls Total 

Malborough Moonrakers 

CC 

1    1 

Kingsbridge CC 4 3   7 

Dartington & Totnes CC 4 4   8 

Harberton CC 2 3   5 

Marldon CC 1    1 

South Brent CC 1    1 

Stoke Gabriel CC 4 4   8 

South Hams Total 36 22 2 1 61 

 

WEST DEVON 

Active People and Market segmentation 

4.10 The Sport England Market Segmentation data (explained in Section 3/Football) can be used 

to estimate the proportion of the population that participate in cricket.    The key 

participants in cricket in West Devon come from those market segments groups that are 

most likely to play cricket nationally. However, the relative proportion of the population that 

participates from each group differs from national rates due to the make-up of the local 

population.  For cricket, the main market segmentation groups in West Devon are: 

1. Tim: settling down male, mainly aged 26-45, married or single, professional. 

2. Ben: competitive male urbanite, mainly aged 18-25, single, graduate professional.  

3. Philip: comfortable mid-life male, mainly aged 46-55, married with children, full time 

employment and owner occupier. 

4. Jamie: sports team lad, mainly aged 18-25, single, vocational student.  

5. Kev: pub league team mate, mainly aged 36-45, married or single, may have 

children, vocational job. 

 The main female segment participating in cricket in West Devon is: 

1. Chloe: Young image-conscious females keeping fit and trim. 

Clubs and Teams Playing in West Devon 

4.11 Research for the study has established the following: 
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Table 4.10: Number of cricket teams fielded by each club in West Devon 

 

Club Adult Youth Ladies Girls Total 

Belstone CC 1    1 

Bridestow CC 3    3 

Buckland (Monachorum) 

CC 

2    2 

Chagford CC 3    3 

Hatherleigh CC 5 3 1  9 

Horndon CC 1    1 

Lewdown CC 4 2   6 

Lifton CC 1    1 

Lydford CC 1    1 

Mark Park Larkers CC 1    1 

Milton Abbot CC 1    1 

Tavistock CC 3 4   7 

Whitchurch Wayfarers CC 3 3 1  7 

Yelverton Bohemians CC 7 4  1 12 

West Devon Total 36 16 2 1 55 

 

PATTERN OF PLAY AND CAPACITY 

 
4.12 The pattern of play of cricket teams in South Hams and West Devon is as follows: 

Table 4.11:  Pattern of play of SOUTH HAMS cricket teams   

 

  

Club 

 

 

Teams 

Mid 

Week 

Sat 

PM 

Sun 

PM 

Stoke Fleming CC Stoke Fleming CC (friendlies)   1 

Aveton Gifford CC Aveton Gifford CC (friendlies)   1 

Plymouth Civil 

Service and 

Roborough CC 

1st XI, 2nd XI, Sunday XI, P&D XI 

1 2 1 
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Club 

 

 

Teams 

Mid 

Week 

Sat 

PM 

Sun 

PM 

Cornwood CC (Oak 

Park) 

1st XI, 2nd XI, 3rd XI, 4th XI, Friendly XI, U11 
1 4 1 

Cornwood CC 

(Delamore Park) 

Ladies 1st XI, 2nd XI, U15, U13, U11, U11 

(girls) 
4  2 

Ermington CC Ermington CC (friendlies)   1 

Holbeton CC Holbeton CC (friendlies)   1 

Ivybridge CC 1st XI, 2nd XI, P&D XI, Sunday XI, U15, U13, 

U11 x2 
4 2 2 

Yealm CC (Newton 

Ferrers) 

Yealm CC (friendlies) 
  1 

Wembury 

Grasshoppers CC 

Wembury Grasshoppers CC (friendlies) 
  1 

Yealmpton CC Yealmpton CC (friendlies)   1 

Malborough 

Moonrakers CC 

Malborough Moonrakers CC (friendlies) 
  1 

Kingsbridge CC 1st XI, 2nd XI, Sunday XI, Friendly XI, U17, 

U13, U11 
3 2 2 

Dartington and 

Totnes CC 

1st XI, 2nd XI, 3rd XI, Sunday XI, U17, U15, 

U13, U11 
4 3 1 

Harberton CC 2x friendly XI, U17, U15, U13 4  1 

Marldon CC Marldon CC (friendlies)   1 

South Brent CC South Brent CC (friendlies)   1 

Stoke Gabriel CC 1st XI, 2nd XI, Sunday XI, Friendly XI, U17, 

U15, U13, U11 
4 2 2 

 TOTAL 25 15 22 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                                          South Hams and West Devon Playing Pitch Strategy: Needs Assessment 116 

Table 4.12: Pattern of play of WEST DEVON cricket teams   

  

Club 

 

 

Teams 

Mid 

Week 

Sat 

PM 

Sun 

PM 

Belstone CC 1st XI   1 

Bridestow CC 1st XI, 2nd XI, Friendly XI 2 1  

Buckland 

(Monachorum) CC 

1st XI, 2nd XI 
 2  

Chagford CC 1st XI, 2nd XI, Friendly XI  2 1 

Hatherleigh CC 1st XI, 2nd XI, Friendly XI, Sunday XI, Ladies 

XI, U15, U13, U10 

3 2 3 

Horndon CC Horndon CC (friendlies)   1 

Lewdown CC 1st XI, 2nd XI, Friendly XI, Sunday XI, U15, 

U11  

2 2 2 

Lifton CC Lifton CC (friendlies)   1 

Lydford CC 1st XI 1   

Mark Park Larkers 

CC (Okehampton) 

Mark Park Larkers CC (friendlies) 1   

Milton Abbot CC 1st XI 1   

Tavistock CC 1st XI, 2nd XI, Friendly XI, U15, U13, U11x2 4 2 1 

Whitchurch 

Wayfarers CC 

1st XI, 2nd XI, Friendly XI, Ladies XI, U15, U13, 

U11 

3 2 2 

Yelverton 

Bohemians CC 

1st XI, 2nd XI, 3rd XI, M/W XI, Sunday XI, U15, 

U13, U11 x2 

4 3 2 

 TOTAL 21 16 14 

 

 

4.13 The summary of pattern of play according to whether teams are senior or junior is as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 4.13:  Summary of Pattern of Play 
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 Mid week Sat pm Sun pm  

South Hams 

Senior 

6% (2) 42% (13) 52% (16 (2L)) 31 

South Hams 

Junior 

100% (18)   18 

West Devon 

Senior 

19% (7) 44% (14) 37% (11 (2L)) 32 

West Devon 

Junior 

100% (16)   16 

 

Training Needs 

 

4.14 The majority of clubs do train – in summer on their home ground (although not all clubs have 

nets).  In winter, clubs train in local school sports halls.   The importance of school sports 

facilities in providing cricket nets is very apparent. 

Table 4.14: Training needs – South Hams Cricket Clubs 

Club 
Venue for training/ 

indoor facilities used 

Do you have 

demand for 

additional 

training 

facilities? 

If yes, what type of 

facilities would be 

requited (e.g. grass pitch, 

non-turf practice nets or 

mobile net cages etc.) 

Cornwood CC Devonport High School 

for Boys 

Yes Non turf pitch to replace 

our existing one and also 

new non turf pitch on top 

playing field 

Dartington & 

Totnes CC 

KEVICC, Totnes Yes Improved net facilities 

Ermington CC Ridgeway School, 

Plympton 

No  

Harberton CC Churston Grammar 

School 

No  

Ivybridge CC Ivybridge Leisure Centre Yes Non turf practice nets 

were transferred from old 

ground at Erme Valley 

and are circa 10 years 

old.  Ideally need 

complete replacement 

but as minimum require 

bowlers landing areas 

and new matting. 

Kingsbridge CC Quayside Leisure Centre, 

Kingsbridge 

Yes We need some 

permanent non turf 

practice pitches and nets 

and could do with 

acquiring the land at 
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Club 
Venue for training/ 

indoor facilities used 

Do you have 

demand for 

additional 

training 

facilities? 

If yes, what type of 

facilities would be 

requited (e.g. grass pitch, 

non-turf practice nets or 

mobile net cages etc.) 

either end of the ground 

for practice grass pitches 

and would then need 

mobile cages. 

Plymouth Civil 

Service and 

Roborough CC 

Plymstock School Yes Non turf astro pitch, 

practice nets, slip 

catcher 

South Brent CC Ashmoor Sports Centre, 

Ashburton 

Yes At present the club have 

no practice facilities. We 

would require non turf 

practice nets, mobile or 

temporary net cages. 

Table 4.15: Training needs – West Devon Cricket Clubs 

Club 
Venue for training/ 

indoor facilities used 

Do you have 

demand for 

additional 

training 

facilities? 

If yes, what type of 

facilities would be 

requited (e.g. grass pitch, 

non-turf practice nets or 

mobile net cages etc.) 

Bridestowe CC Devon Cricket Centre, 

Exeter 

Yes Non-turf pitch, sight 

screens, covers 

Buckland 

Monachorum CC 

Torbridge High School, 

Plymouth 

Yes Non turf pitch and fixed 

non turf nets 

Hatherleigh CC Shebbear College No  

Lewdown CC Parklands Leisure 

Centre, Okehampton 

Yes Grass pitch 

Tavistock CC Tavistock College No  

Whitchurch 

Wayfarers CC 

Tavistock School No  

Yelverton 

Bohemians CC 

Torbridge High School, 

Plymouth 

Yes Non turf pitch/mobile 

nets 

 

 

CAPACITY  
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Capacity scores - Situation at Individual Sites 

4.15 To evaluate the adequacy of facilities for cricket, the amount of wickets available is 

measured against the level of use of these wickets. This is considered firstly at a site specific 

level and then information and issues are compiled in order to present a city or district wide 

picture.   To determine the situation at individual sites, the following is evaluated; 

• the amount of play that a site is able to sustain (based upon the site quality and the 

number of wickets on the square); 

• how much play takes place at each site, as well as the impact of educational and 

informal or casual use; 

• whether there is any spare capacity at the site based upon a comparison between 

the capacity of the site and the actual usage; and 

• the key issues relating to the site. 

4.16 Demand is therefore measured in terms of the number of home games that each team will 

play per season. Only one game is traditionally played on a pitch per day, particularly for 

senior fixtures, due to the length of time that a game takes to finish. As well as the ability of 

the square to sustain the required amount of play, the capacity of a cricket club can also 

be affected by the amount of games that can be accommodated at any one time. 

4.17 Based upon the above parameters, Tables 4.17 and 4.18 provide an overview of site specific 

activity for each of the pitches that offer community use in South Hams and West Devon.  

Information has been gleaned from a painstaking trawl of fixture lists to establish accurately 

the amount of activity at each site.  

4.18 For cricket, unlike other pitch sports, the capacity of a pitch is measured on a season rather 

than weekly basis and is primarily determined by the number and quality of wickets on a 

pitch.  Play is rotated throughout the season across the number of wickets on a pitch to 

reduce wear and allow for repair and each wicket can accommodate a certain amount 

of play per season.  As a guide, the ECB suggests: 

4.19 A good quality wicket (which should be aspired to) should able to take:  

• 5 matches per season per grass wicket (adults); 

• 7 matches per season per grass wicket (juniors); 

• 60 matches per season per non turf wicket (adults); and 

• 80 matches per season per non turf wicket (juniors). 

4.20 The Strategy has established the quality of the grounds for capacity assessment purposes; it 

has taken on board club views and the latest ECB Pitch Quality Standards where available, 

and also incorporated pitch and outfield markings (ratings) from the ECB. Ultimately if a 

cricket square is rated as poor then it is unable to sustain as many matches as indicated 

within the guidance. As such the carrying capacity may need to be amended to reflect 

this. Also if the quality of a ground is poor then this could be a priority of the strategy to 

rectify.     A range of capacity scores can arise where a club has junior teams playing and 

a good or standard wicket can accommodate more junior than senior teams. 
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Table 4.16: Site Specific Usage and Capacity: Cricket pitches in South Hams   

 

Site 

Pitch 

Type 

No of 

Wickets 

Quality 

Assessment

/ rating 

Estimated 

number of 

Match 

Equivalents  Per 

Season 

Theoretical 

capacity grass 

wicket ( + 

artificial) 

Comparison/Notes 

Stoke Fleming 

cricket pitch 

Grass 4 Standard 15 16 Operating close to theoretical capacity. Only 

one adult team. Could increase number of 

wickets or improve maintenance if capacity 

needed to be increased. 

Cornwood CC, 

Delamore Park 

Grass 12 Good 35 60-84 Busy site. Operating within capacity. 

Cornwood CC, 

Oak Park 

Grass + 

artificial 

12 + 1 Good 75 60-84 (60-80) Busy site. Operating close to capacity, catering 

for a lot of junior play. 

Ermington Cricket 

Pitch 

Grass 5 Standard 15 20 Operating within capacity, no junior play. 

Holbeton Cricket 

pitch, Flete House 

Grass 6 Standard 25 24 Operating at theoretical capacity, no junior 

play. Not mentioned as an issue by club. 

Ivybridge CC, 

Filham Park 

Grass + 

Artificial 

10 + 1 Good 55 50-70 (60-80) Busy site. Operating within capacity. More use of 

artificial wicket by juniors could be considered. 

Newton Ferrers 

Cricket pitch, 

Butts Park 

Grass 4 Standard 15 16 Operating close to theoretical capacity. Only 

one adult team. Could increase number of 

wickets or improve maintenance if capacity 

needed to be increased 
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Site 

Pitch 

Type 

No of 

Wickets 

Quality 

Assessment

/ rating 

Estimated 

number of 

Match 

Equivalents  Per 

Season 

Theoretical 

capacity grass 

wicket ( + 

artificial) 

Comparison/Notes 

Roborough 

Cricket pitch 

Grass + 

artificial 

11 + 1 Poor 35 33 (30-40) Ground improvements and artificial wicket 

replacement required to increase capacity 

Wembury Cricket 

Pitch 

Grass 6 Standard 25 24 Operating close to theoretical capacity. Only 

one adult team. Could increase number of 

wickets or improve maintenance if capacity 

needed to be increased 

Yealmpton 

Cricket Ground 

Grass + 

artificial 

7 + 1 Good 25 35-49 (60-80) Operating well within capacity. 

Aveton Gifford 

cricket pitch 

Grass 8 Standard 25 32 Operating within capacity. 

Kingsbridge 

Cricket pitch, The 

Butts 

Grass + 

artificial 

10 + 1 Standard 55 40-60 (30-40) Operating close to theoretical capacity. 

Replacement of artificial wicket enabling more 

use by juniors would improve situation. 

Malborough 

cricket pitch 

Artificial 1 Standard 15 (30-40) Operating within capacity although 

reinstatement of grass wickets would greatly 

improve cricket experience.  

Dartington 

Foxhole cricket 

pitch 

Grass + 

artificial 

13 + 1 Standard 35 52-78 (30-40) Operating well within capacity (even with poor 

quality artificial wicket) 

Harberton cricket 

pitch, Stonehills 

Grass 11 Good 25 55-77 Operating well within capacity. 
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Site 

Pitch 

Type 

No of 

Wickets 

Quality 

Assessment

/ rating 

Estimated 

number of 

Match 

Equivalents  Per 

Season 

Theoretical 

capacity grass 

wicket ( + 

artificial) 

Comparison/Notes 

Marldon cricket 

pitch 

Grass 4 Standard 15 16 Operating close to theoretical capacity. Only 

one adult team. 

South Brent 

cricket pitch, 

Palstone Park 

Grass 5 Standard 20 20 Operating close to theoretical capacity. Only 

one adult team. 

Stoke Gabriel 

Cricket pitch, G J 

Churchward 

Mem. Ground 

Grass + 

artificial 

8 + 1 Good 65 40-56 (60-80) Operating close to theoretical capacity. 

Relatively small square restricts number of 

wickets. No scope to enlarge square within 

pitch. Not mentioned as an issue by club. 

 

Table 4.17: Site Specific Usage and Capacity: Cricket pitches in West Devon 

 

Site 

 

 

Pitch 

Type 

 

No of 

Wickets 

 

Quality 

Assessment

/ Rating 

 

Estimated 

number of 

Match 

Equivalents  Per 

Season 

 

Theoretical 

capacity grass 

wicket ( + 

artificial) 

 

 

Comparison/Notes 

Belstone Cricket 

Club 

Grass + 

artificial 

8 + 1 Standard 25 32-48 (60-80) Operating within capacity. 

Bridestowe 

Cricket pitch 

Grass 8 Standard 45 32-48 Operating close to theoretical capacity. Scope 

to increase number of wickets if deemed 

necessary. 
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Site 

 

 

Pitch 

Type 

 

No of 

Wickets 

 

Quality 

Assessment

/ Rating 

 

Estimated 

number of 

Match 

Equivalents  Per 

Season 

 

Theoretical 

capacity grass 

wicket ( + 

artificial) 

 

 

Comparison/Notes 

Chagford cricket 

pitch 

Grass + 

artificial 

12 + 1 Good 25 60-84 (60-80) Large square on well kept pitch means ground is 

operating well within capacity. 

Hatherleigh 

cricket pitch – 

main 

Grass 10 Good 65 50-70  Busy site operating close to theoretical capacity.  

Hatherleigh 

cricket pitch – 

artificial 

Artificial 1 Standard 40 (60-80) Unsure of amount of matchplay artificial wicket 

sustains. May be possible to shift some junior play 

from main pitch if site capacity becomes an 

issue.  

Okehampton 

cricket pitch 

Artificial 1 Standard 20 (60-80) Operating well within capacity. 

Spreyton cricket 

pitch 

Grass + 

Artificial 

3 + 1 Standard 10 12 (30-40) Operating close to theoretical capacity. Only 

one adult team.  Scope to increase number of 

wickets. Artificial strip needs replacing. 

Buckland CC, 

Lady Seaton 

Sports Field, 

Crapstone 

Grass 8 Standard 25 32-48  Operating within capacity.  

Elephant’s Nest 

cricket pitch, 

Horndon 

Grass 3 Standard 10 12 Operating close to theoretical capacity. Only 

one adult team. 
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Site 

 

 

Pitch 

Type 

 

No of 

Wickets 

 

Quality 

Assessment

/ Rating 

 

Estimated 

number of 

Match 

Equivalents  Per 

Season 

 

Theoretical 

capacity grass 

wicket ( + 

artificial) 

 

 

Comparison/Notes 

Lewdown cricket 

pitch 

Grass + 

artificial 

9 + 1 Good 65 45-63 (60-80) Busy site operating at theoretical capacity. 

Possible scope to increase number of grass 

wickets or to make more use of Lydford’s 

ground. 

Lifton cricket 

pitch 

Grass 4 Standard 15 16 Operating close to theoretical capacity. Only 

one adult team. 

Lydford cricket 

pitch 

Grass 5 Standard 15 20 Operating close to theoretical capacity. Only 

one adult team. 

Tavistock Cricket 

Club, The Ring 

Grass + 

artificial 

17 + 1 Good 50 85-117 (60-80) Large square with a good quality assessment 

gives a very high theoretical capacity. Club is 

operating within capacity. 

Tavistock 

Community 

College 

Artificial 1 Standard 10 (+ school use) (60-80) Operating well within capacity. 

Milton Abbot 

cricket pitch 

Grass 8 Standard 15 32 Operating within theoretical capacity. Only one 

adult team. 

Walkhampton 

Cricket pitch 

Grass 5 Standard 9 20 Operating within theoretical capacity. Only one 

adult team. 
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Site 

 

 

Pitch 

Type 

 

No of 

Wickets 

 

Quality 

Assessment

/ Rating 

 

Estimated 

number of 

Match 

Equivalents  Per 

Season 

 

Theoretical 

capacity grass 

wicket ( + 

artificial) 

 

 

Comparison/Notes 

Whitchurch 

Wayfarers cricket 

pitch 

Grass + 

artificial 

10 + 1 Good 55 50-70 (60-80) Site operating close to capacity. More use of 

artificial wicket by juniors could be made if 

capacity becomes an issue. 

Yelverton 

Bohemians 

Cricket Club, 

Langton Park 

Grass 12 Good 63 60-84 Busy site operating close to capacity. Evidence 

of shorter wickets being cut on outfield to 

protect square. 
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FUTURE PICTURE OF PROVISION 

4.21 The future requirement for playing pitches will be impacted by several factors, including; 

A General changes in participation trends and in how pitch sports are played; 

B Changes to the number of people living in the area and / or to the demographic 

profile of the population; 

C Consideration of latent, unmet and displaced demand; 

D Local trends in participation and club specific development plans and aspirations; 

and 

E Amendments to the current facility stock either through the provision of new pitches 

or the loss of current pitches. 

A  CHANGES IN PARTICIPATION TRENDS AND HOW THE SPORT IS PLAYED  

4.22 Changes in participation may perhaps have the most significant impact upon future 

demand for cricket pitches. Analysis of recent trends in participation reveals the following; 

4.23 A few clubs have indicated that they have experienced recent growth in junior cricket; in 

contrast, adult participation has been much more mixed.  There is some evidence of 

declining league activity across South Hams and West Devon, with more clubs focusing on 

friendly fixtures.   The stabilising of cricket, and the increasing challenge of attracting 

participants means that the Devon Cricket Board are focusing upon a strategy of retaining 

existing players and supporting increased participation where opportunities arise. They are 

seeking to address many of the issues currently facing cricket, including the ageing 

volunteer base and to support clubs to become more sustainable.  

4.24 In recognition of changing lifestyle patterns and the challenges of 50 over cricket, the 

England Cricket Board are now seeking to introduce alternative forms of the game, 

including Last Man Standing and T20. These are similar in format to the midweek and 

weekend leagues and offer people who are unable to participate in full matches shorter 

forms of the game.  

4.25 The ECB therefore currently has an overall focus on player retention and is not anticipating 

significant growth in club based cricket, instead highlighting potential to grow more informal 

formats of the game. 

4.26 This may result in the growth of more casual play and midweek leagues and this could put 

additional pressure on some grounds within South Hams and West Devon. A central, 

accessible venue within South Hams would be ideal. 

4.27 The Devon Cricket Board has produced a Strategic Plan for 2012 – 2017. With regard to 

facilities, the objectives of particular relevance to South Hams and West Devon are: 

 Outdoor Facilities 

• To increase the opportunity for women to play on the better pitches in Devon at 

weekends 
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• To secure long term levels of tenure for the most ‘at risk’ clubs so that grant aid can 

be used to improve facilities 

• To ensure that town centre cricket pitches in South Hams and West Devon are not lost 

to developers and are secured for the future 

• To increase the overall standard of playing and practice facilities in all ClubMarked 

clubs across Devon. 

 Indoor Facilities 

4.28 To increase the overall standard of indoor practice facilities across Devon  

4.29 The remaining factors – B, C, D and E are considered in turn for South Hams and West Devon 

separately in order to build a picture of future demand for cricket pitches in each authority. 

FUTURE DEMAND - SOUTH HAMS 

B  POPULATION CHANGE 

4.30 ONS projections for future population change in South Hams are set out in Section 2.   

• The projections by age group do not match exactly the age groupings used to 

calculate Team Generation Rates for cricket (see below).   Whilst the overall 

population of South Hams is expected to increase by 3,013 (3.6%) in the next 10 years 

(ie 2014-2024) and by 4,992 (6.0%) between 2014 -2031,  The number of people in the 

overall ‘active participation’ age group (5-69) is projected to decrease in 10 year 

period to 2024, by some 2205 (-3.4%). This figure is predicted to decline further in the 

period to 2031, by a total of 2732 (-4.2%). 

• The only age groups within the ‘active participation’ group that are projected to see 

a significant increase in numbers in the period to 2024 is the 5-9 (mini pitch sports) and 

10-19 (youth/junior pitch sports) groups. There is also predicted to be a slight increase 

in the 55-69 (veteran pitch sports) age group in the same period. A broadly similar 

picture emerges when looking ahead to 2031, although the 55-69 (veteran pitch 

sports) age group will decline slightly in the period 2014-2031.  

 

• The age group predicted to see a significant decline in numbers in the period 2014-

2024 and 2014-2031 is the 20-54 (adult pitch sport) age group, which is predicted to 

fall by some 3568 (-11.2%) in the period 2014-2024, and by 3601 (-11.3%) in the period 

2014-2031.  

 
Team Generation Rates 

4.31 Team Generation Rates (TGRs) indicate how many people in a specified age group are 

required to generate one team. TGRs are derived by dividing the appropriate population 

age band by the number of teams playing within that area in that age band. By applying 

TGRs to population projections, we can project the theoretical number of teams that would 

be generated from population growth and gain an understanding of future demand.  

4.32 Table 4.18 summarises the current TGRs for cricket in South Hams uses them to evaluate the 

potential impact of projected changes to the population profile on demand for cricket.  
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Table 4.18: TGRs and Potential Change to Number of Cricket Teams in South Hams: 2014–

2024 and 2014-2031 

Sport and Age 

Groups 

No. of 

teams 

in age 

group 

(2014)  

Current 

popn in 

age 

group 

(2014) 

TGR  

Future 

popn  in 

age 

group 

(2024) 

Potential 

change in no. 

of teams in 

age group 

2014-2024 

Future 

popn  in 

age 

group 

(2031) 

Potential 

change in no. 

of teams in 

age group 

2014-2031 

Cricket Open 

Age Mens (18-

55yrs) 

36 16,888 469  15,115 -3 (33 teams) 15,153 -3 (33 teams) 

Cricket Open 

Age Womens 

(18-55yrs) 

2 17,786 8893 15,938 
No change (2 

teams) 
15,717 

No change (2 

teams) 

Cricket Junior (7-

18yrs) 
23 10,816 470 11,650 

+ 2 (25 

teams) 
11,820 + 2 (25 teams) 

Source: Population data: Office of National Statistics, 2012-based Subnational Population Projections: 2012-2031(May 2014) 

4.33 The above table shows that: 

• Adult Cricket – in the periods 2014 - 2024 and 2014 – 2031 the number of adults aged 

between 18 and 55 (the age groups that typically play adult cricket) will fall, and 

therefore, based on latest population projections, future participation in adult cricket 

to 2024 and 2031 may decrease (nominally by 3 teams).   However, many other factors 

come into play before a team disbands, and it is more realistic to assume that number 

of teams will remain fairly constant.   

• Junior Cricket – in the period 2014 - 2024 the number of young people aged between 

7 and 18 (the age groups that typically play junior cricket) is projected to increase, 

creating additional demand equivalent to 2 junior cricket teams.   Looking further 

ahead to 2031, these figures remain unchanged. 

 

4.34 One of the characteristics of TGRs is that if there are no teams or a very low number of teams 

currently playing (so that the number required to generate one team is very high) increases 

in population in the relevant age playing range may not ‘trigger’ an extra team.  According 

to the Devon Cricket Board and clubs, women’s cricket is increasing in popularity and it is 

likely that more women’s cricket teams will develop in the future (despite the fact that the 

TGR suggests no growth in the number of teams). 
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Table 4.19: TGRs and Potential Change to Number of Cricket Teams: New Housing Growth 

Area - Sherford: 2014-2024 & 2014–2031 

Sport and Age Groups 

Current 

South 

Hams 

popn 

in age 

group 

(2014) 

% of 

South 

Hams 

popn 

in age 

group 

(2014) 

TGR 

Future 

popn  

in age 

group 

(2024): 

Sherfor

d 

Potentia

l 

change 

in no. of 

teams 

(2024): 

Sherford 

Future 

popn  

in age 

group 

(2031): 

Sherfor

d 

Potentia

l 

change 

in no. of 

teams 

(2031): 

Sherford 

Cricket Open Age Mens (18-

55yrs) 
16,888 20.1% 469 1,199 +3 2,043 +4 

Cricket Open Age Womens 

(18-55yrs) 
17,786 21.2% 8893 1,265 

No 

change 
2,155 

No 

change 

Cricket Junior (7-18yrs) 10,816 12.9% 470 770 + 2 1,311 +3 

Note: Figures for Sherford assume: 

• 2,700 housing completions 2014-2024 

• 4,600 housing completions 2014-2031  

• Average household size 2.21 

• 5,967 new residents 2014-2024 

• 10,166 new residents 2014-2031 

• Age/sex breakdown of population same as 2014 

4.35 Analysis and consultation suggests population in Sherford to 2031 will generate the following 

teams: 

• 3 – 4 senior teams 

• 3 junior teams 

 

4.36 Suggesting need for one grass cricket pitch with 12 wickets (and possibly artificial strip). 

C  CONSIDERATION OF LATENT, UNMET AND DISPLACED DEMAND. 

Active People and Market Segmentation (Sport England) 

4.37 The Sport England Market Segmentation data presented earlier in this Section can also be 

used to estimate the proportion of the population that participate in cricket and the number 

of people that would like to play (or play more).  . This suggests that there is potential to 

increase adult cricket participation by up to 54%, with an estimated 587 South Hams adults 

currently participating in cricket with approximately 316 residents indicating that they would 

like to play (or play more) cricket.  This potential rate of increase is similar to county and 

national figures. Most of this latent demand is from residents in the main market segments 

that currently play.   

4.38 Given current TGRs, this may result in the formation of one extra adult team and  may result 

in larger squad sizes or existing players playing more e.g. for midweek teams as well as for 

wither a Saturday league and/or a Sunday friendly side. 

Cross boundary issues 
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4.39 Plymouth Civil Service & Roborough CC is a club formed by the merger of these two clubs, 

the Plymouth Civil Service CC being without a ground within Plymouth.  The principal focus 

for cricket is on providing a new home for the Plymouth Civil Service Club, which is currently 

playing at Roborough in the South Hams.  Once this ground is secured, improvements are 

required to Roborough Sports Ground to meet demand from Plymouth and Roborough CC 

3rd and 4th XIs, and to secure this ground as a second base for the cricket club 

4.40 Other established clubs with good reputations and facilities attract players from wide area, 

notably Cornwood Cricket Club, which attract players from Plymouth   

4.41 There is evidence that other clubs with good quality grounds in the Yealmpton/Wembury 

area attract players from Plymouth.   However, some spare capacity at these grounds. 

 

D  TRENDS IN PARTICIPATION AND CLUB SPECIFIC DEVELOPMENT PLANS AND ASPIRATIONS 

Table 4.20: SOUTH HAMS Cricket clubs – Trends in team numbers over last 3 years  

 

Club Trend Comments 

Cornwood CC Increased More colts coming through the system and wanting to 

play men’s cricket. Great growth in lady players wanting 

to play cricket at Cornwood - due to real effort by the 

club and its coaches to develop ladies cricket - we are 

the current Devon Champions 

Dartington & Totnes 

CC 

Remained 

the same 

 

Ermington CC Remained 

the same 

 

Harberton CC Decreased Reduction of number of youngsters coming forward. We 

are in a remote part of the South Hams. Clubs such as 

Dartington, Kingsbridge and Ivybridge tend to attract 

youngsters from the local secondary schools close to 

them. Groups of friends tend to stick together. They also 

offer league while we do not. We tend to pick up the 

keen and less able cricketers. 

Ivybridge CC Remained 

the same 

Pulled out of P&D league in 2013 (played as friendlies) but 

rejoined in 2014. 

Kingsbridge CC Remained 

the same 

League structure change; also more juniors playing.  

Previously u11, u13, u15, u17, now running u9 through to 

u14 but low numbers of u15 & u17 so only running u19 

Plymouth Civil 

Service and 

Roborough CC 

Decreased Unfortunately due to a lack of numbers last year we were 

forced to reduce the club from 3 to 2 teams 

South Brent CC Increased We only set up the club in 2013. The number of teams has 

increased from 0 to 1! 

 

Club Aspirations:  
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4.42 2 clubs mentioned they would like to run more teams: 

• South Brent – running just one team at moment; are looking to run more adult, junior 

and a ladies side.  

• Plymouth Civil Service and Roborough: wish to run a ladies side and more juniors. 

 

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR SOUTH HAMS? 

Table 4.21: Summary of Latent, Displaced and Future Demand for Cricket in South Hams 

Reason for more 

teams 

Men’s 

teams 

Ladies’ 

teams 

Youth teams  Notes 

Population 

growth to 2031 

(-3)  +2  

Expansion: 

Sherford (2031) 

+4  +3  

Latent demand +1    

Displaced 

demand 

-1    If Plymouth 

CC 

relocate? 

Aspirations  +2 +2  

TOTAL +5 +2 +7  

 

4.43 Match equivalent sessions generated need to be considered alongside existing spare 

capacity at grounds.    The implications for this in terms of a requirement for more pitches 

will be assessed once the Steering Group have considered other issues arising from the 

analysis and the strategic approach to be adopted in addressing shortfalls. 

5.2 The ability of each site to accommodate the potential growth can be based upon the 

capacity calculations (assuming that a junior team will play on average 8 home games per 

season, while a senior team will play 12 home matches (based on current averages)).   At 

a conservative estimate, given the basic trend of greater participation for women and girls 

and junior teams, the requirement is for: 

 

• Sherford:  One grass cricket pitch; and 

• Rest of South Hams: one grass cricket pitch. 

 

E  FORTHCOMING CHANGES TO SUPPLY 

4.44 To be considered further in Strategy. 

FUTURE DEMAND – WEST DEVON 

B  POPULATION CHANGE 

4.45 ONS projections for future population change in West Devon are set out in Section 2. 

4.46 Whilst the overall population of West Devon is expected to increase by 5,373 (9.8%) in the 

next 10 years (ie 2014-2024), and 8,479 (+15.5%) in the period 2014-2031. 
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• The number of people in the overall ‘active participation’ age group (5-69) is 

projected to increase slightly in the 10 year period to 2024, by some 1,129 (2.6%). This 

figure is also predicted to increase in the period 2014-2031, by a total of 1,942 (4.6%). 

 

• The only age groups within the ‘active participation’ group that are projected to see 

a significant increase in numbers in the period to 2024 is the 5-9 (mini pitch sports) and 

10-19 (youth/junior pitch sports) groups. There is also predicted to be an increase in 

the 55-69 (veteran pitch sports) age group in the same period. A broadly similar 

picture emerges when looking ahead to 2031. 

 

• The age group predicted to see a decline in numbers in the period 2014-2024 and 

2014-2031 is the 20-54 (adult pitch sport) age group, which is predicted to fall by some 

976 (-4.5%) in the period 2014-2024, and by 580 (-2.7%) in the period 2014-2031.  
 

 

Team Generation Rates 

4.47 Team Generation Rates (TGRs) indicate how many people in a specified age group are 

required to generate one team. TGRs are derived by dividing the appropriate population 

age band by the number of teams playing within that area in that age band. By applying 

TGRs to population projections, we can project the theoretical number of teams that would 

be generated from population growth and gain an understanding of future demand.  

4.48 Table 4.22 summarises the current TGRs for cricket in West Devon and uses them to evaluate 

the potential impact of projected changes to the population profile on demand for cricket.  

Table 4.22: TGRs and Potential Change to Number of Cricket Teams in West Devon: 2014–

2024  

Sport and Age 

Groups 

No. of 

teams 

in age 

group 

(2014)  

Current 

popn in 

age 

group 

(2014) 

TGR  

Future 

popn  in 

age 

group 

(2024) 

Potential 

change in no. 

of teams in 

age group 

2014-2024 

Future 

popn  in 

age 

group 

(2031) 

Potential 

change in no. 

of teams in 

age group 

2014-2031 

Cricket Open 

Age Mens (18-

55yrs) 

36 11,542 321 11,086 -1 (35) 11,256 -1 (35) 

Cricket Open 

Age Womens 

(18-55yrs) 

2 11,846 5923 11,390 No change 11,510 No change 

Cricket Junior (7-

18yrs) 
17 6,985 411 7,670 +2 (19) 8,010 +3 (20) 

Source: Population data: Office of National Statistics, 2012-based Subnational Population Projections: 2012-2031(May 2014) 

4.49 The above table shows that: 

• Adult Cricket – in the periods 2014 - 2024 and 2014 – 2031 the number of adults aged 

between 18 and 55 (the age groups that typically play adult cricket) will fall slightly, 

and therefore, based on latest population projections, future participation in adult 
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cricket to 2024 and 2031 may decrease.  However, number of teams will probably 

remain the same.   

 

• Junior Cricket – in the period 2014 - 2024 the number of young people aged between 

7 and 18 (the age groups that typically play junior cricket) is projected to increase, 

creating additional demand equivalent to 2 junior cricket teams.  Looking further 

ahead to 2031, this will increase to 3 junior teams. 

C CONSIDERATION OF LATENT, UNMET AND DISPLACED DEMAND 

Active People and Market Segmentation (Sport England) 

4.50 The Sport England Market Segmentation data presented earlier in this Section can also be 

used to estimate the proportion of the population that participate in cricket and the number 

of people that would like to play (or play more).   In West Devon, this suggests that there is 

potential to increase adult cricket participation by up to 54%, with an estimated 379 adults 

currently participating in cricket, and approximately 200 residents indicating that they 

would like to play (or play more) cricket.    This potential rate of increase is similar to county 

and national figures. Most of this latent demand is from residents in the main market 

segments that currently play.  

4.51 Given current TGRs, this may result in the formation of one extra team and may result in 

larger squad sizes or existing players playing more e.g. for midweek teams as well as for 

wither a Saturday league and/or a Sunday friendly side. 

D        TRENDS IN PARTICIPATION AND CLUB SPECIFIC DEVELOPMENT PLANS AND ASPIRATIONS. 

 

Table 4.23: WEST DEVON Cricket clubs – Trends in team numbers over last 3 years 

  

Club Trend Comments 

Bridestowe CC Decreased Have run a second team in the past, not 

enough player interest as best players have left 

for bigger clubs 

Buckland Monachorum 

CC 

Remained 

the same 

 

Hatherleigh CC Increased Additional Sunday league team 

Lewdown CC Increased One added Sunday team. Started to give 

cricket to those who don’t, cannot or are not 

selected for Saturdays, also used as a 

development team to introduce young players 

to adult cricket. 

Tavistock CC Decreased Sunday team has fewer fixtures as a result of 

player availability 

Whitchurch Wayfarers 

CC 

Remained 

the same 

 

Yelverton Bohemians CC 

Remained 

the same 
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Club Aspirations 

4.52 4 clubs have definite aspirations to run more teams: 

• Buckland Monachorum – another adult team and junior teams 

• Lewdown – a women’s team 

• Mark Park Larkers currently running a midweek team at Simmons Park, Okehampton 

would like to build up a Saturday side, develop a midweek league and encourage a 

junior section.  

• Chagford CC have recently added a 3rd XI and are looking at a new Sunday team 

 
WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR WEST DEVON? 

Table 4.24: Summary of Latent, Displaced and Future Demand 

Reason for more 

teams 

Men’s 

teams 

Ladies’ 

teams 

Youth teams 

11v11 

Notes 

Population 

growth to 2024 

(-1)  +2  

Population 

growth to 2031 

(-1)  +3  

Latent demand +1    

Displaced 

demand 

    

Aspirations +3 +1 +4  

TOTAL +4 +1 +5  

 

4.53 The ability of each site to accommodate the potential growth can be based upon the 

capacity calculations (assuming that a junior team will play on average 8 home games per 

season, while a senior team will play 12 home matches (based on current averages).    

4.54 Match equivalent sessions generated need to be considered alongside existing spare 

capacity at grounds.    The ability of each site to accommodate the potential growth can 

be based upon the capacity calculations (assuming that a junior team will play on average 

8 home games per season, while a senior team will play 12 home matches (based on 

current averages)).   At a conservative estimate, given the basic trend of greater 

participation for women and girls and junior teams, the requirement is for: 

• One grass cricket pitch – which could be addressed by developing artificial turf wicket 

at Simmons Park, Okehampton. 

• The need for additional cricket provision in Tavistock should also be kept under review.  

 

E  FORTHCOMING CHANGES TO SUPPLY 

4.55 Any proposed changes to supply to be further evaluated within the Strategy. 
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5.1 This section assesses the adequacy of pitches for rugby in South Hams and West Devon by 

presenting the following 

• An overview of pitch supply  

• An overview of demand for rugby 

• The pattern of play of rugby 

• A review of the capacity and adequacy of current provision across South Hams and 

West Devon, including an understanding of activity at individual sites 

• The future picture of provision for rugby across South Hams and West Devon. 

OVERVIEW OF PITCH SUPPLY 

Quantity and quality ratings 

5.2 The rugby pitches in South Hams and West Devon are set out in Tables 5.1 and 5.2, together 

with their quality ratings.    The letters in the ‘Community Use’ column signify the following, 

as set out in Sport England’s latest Playing Pitch Strategy Guidance, October 2013. 

A Available for community use and used  
B Available for community use and unused 

C Not available for community use, as matter of policy and practice 

D Not available as disused.   Any sites where sites where pitches were once, but are no 

longer, marked out and remain undeveloped.  

5.3 The score given to the overall pitch quality is based upon Sport England’s new playing pitch 

strategy guidance – Appendix 4d. (http://www.sportengland.org/facilities-

planning/planning-for-sport/planning-tools-and-guidance/playing-pitch-strategy-

guidance/.     There are two scores recorded on the assessment form: one is for pitch 

maintenance (frequency of aeration and surface dressing) and the other is for the type of 

drainage a particular pitch has (natural, pipe drained, pipe and slit drained, unknown). Also 

noted but not scored on the assessment forms are qualitative and ancillary information 

(length and coverage of grass, size of pitch, problem areas, condition and safety of goal 

posts, and availability of changing, floodlighting and car parking) 

5.4 The maintenance (M) scores of the pitches are either M0 (poor) where it is indicated that 

required ‘action is significant improvements to maintenance programme’, M1 (adequate) 

where required ‘action is minor improvements to maintenance programme’ or M2 (good 

maintenance). The scores increase to reflect the frequency of the maintenance regime, 

with the maximum possible score of 15.   Drainage (D) ratings are recorded as D0 (natural 

inadequate) where required ‘action is pipe drainage system needed on pitch’, D1 (natural 

adequate) where required ‘action is pipe and slit drainage needed on pitch’ or D2 (pipe 

drained) where required ‘action is slit drainage needed on pitch’. D3 is a pipe and slit 

drained pitch, where no action is needed 
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Table 5.1: Rugby pitches in South Hams with quality ratings and ratings by clubs  

 

 

 

 Owner / 

Manager Name S
e

n
io

r 
ru

g
b

y
 

M
in

i/
M

id
i 

ru
g

b
y

 

C
o

m
m

u
n

it
y

 

U
se

 

Shared site? 

 

 

 

Rating 

M/D 

 

 

 

 

Club rating/comments 

Local 

Authority/Trust 

Dartmouth RFC Norton Park 1  A Yes – junior 

football  

M1/D2  

Sports Club Ivybridge RFC (Cross-in-Hand) 2  A No M1/D2  

Sports Club Ivybridge (Rutt Park) 1  A No M1/D3  

Sports Club Kingsbridge RFC (High House) 2  A No M1/D2 

   M1/D1 

The ground staff keep the pitches in very good 

condition considering the use they get. They are 

used for matches or training almost every day of 

the week. Proposed improvements, subject to 

funding: Floodlighting Car Parking Changing 

Rooms Clubhouse/Bar area 

Education Belle Hill 1  A No M0/D1 Kingsbridge College does not have a useable 

rugby pitch currently (the one they will have is 

too small for anybody above the U15 age group) 

so the school often use the pitches at the club. 

The 'old' school pitch at Belle Hill has no 

changing, shower or toilet facilities. 

Town Council Filham Park, Ivybridge  2 A Yes – 

football & 

cricket 

M1/D1  

Education Ivybridge Community College 1  C No N/A  

Sports Club Salcombe RFC (Two Meads) 2  A No M1/D2  

Local 

Authority/Sports 

Club 

Borough Park, Totnes 2 2 A No M0/D2 

& M0/D1 

Mini = 

M0/D0 

Waterlogged pitch, astro turf not available as 

already booked, sports hall not available. There is 

a children's park directly behind one set of posts 

and although there are nets up, these do not 

deter the ball from landing in the park. In the last 

couple of years we have used the school pitch at 
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 Owner / 

Manager Name S
e

n
io

r 
ru

g
b

y
 

M
in

i/
M

id
i 

ru
g

b
y

 

C
o

m
m

u
n

it
y

 

U
se

 

Shared site? 

 

 

 

Rating 

M/D 

 

 

 

 

Club rating/comments 

Brixham Community College for 1st XV games 

when our pitch has been waterlogged. 

Local 

Authority/Lease

d to PU 

Staddiscombe Playing Fields 1  A Yes – 

football 

M0/D1  

Sports Club Horsham Playing Fields 3  A No M1/D2 Pitches often out due to unplayable surfaces. 

Training facilities oversubscribed. Lack of 

investment by local council over the years has 

allowed steady decline of pitches. Although 

maintained by local council all pitch 

improvements have had to be funded and 

carried by club as no money allocation from 

council. If we hadn't of done this our pitches 

would have been unplayable for large amounts 

of this season. Dog fouling is a big issue. Need 

floodlights and improved drainage. 

Education KEVICCs, Totnes 1  C Yes M1/D0  

 TOTAL 17 4     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

South Hams and West Devon Playing Pitch Strategy: Needs Assessment 138 

Table 5.2: Summary of Rugby pitches in South Hams 

No. of pitches 
Community 

Use 

Dedicated or  

shared 

A
d

u
lt
 r

u
g

b
y

 

M
in

i/
m

id
i 

ru
g

b
y

 

A B C 

Dedicated 

pitches 

 

 

 

Shared 

sites 

17  15  2 14 3 

 4 4   2 2 

 

Table 5.3: Rugby pitches in West Devon with quality ratings and ratings by clubs   

Sub 

Area 

   

 

 

Owner / 

Manager Name A
d

u
lt
 r

u
g

b
y

 

M
in

i 
/M

id
i 

ru
g

b
y

 

C
o

m
m

u
n

it
y

 

U
se

 

Shared site? Rating M/D 

 

 

 

 

Comments VQA 

 Sports Club Okehampton RFC – 

Oaklands (main pitch) 

1  A No  M1/D0 Well used pitches. Collapsed 

drainage causing pitch to 

subside. Frequently water 

logged 

 Sports Club Okehampton RFC 

(second pitch) 

1  A No M1/D0 Well used pitches. Poorly lit. 

Collapsed drainage. 

 Education Okehampton 

Community College 

1  A Yes - football M1/D1 Well worn pitch 

 Sports club North Tawton RFC (Taw 

Meadow) 

2 2 A No M1/D1 Well tended pitches prone to 

water logging 

 Sports Club Tavistock RFC Sandy 

Park 

1  A No M1/D2  
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Sub 

Area 

   

 

 

Owner / 

Manager Name A
d

u
lt
 r

u
g

b
y

 

M
in

i 
/M

id
i 

ru
g

b
y

 

C
o

m
m

u
n

it
y

 

U
se

 

Shared site? Rating M/D 

 

 

 

 

Comments VQA 

 Private/leased 

to club 

Tavistock RFC Sandy 

Park 

3  A No M0/D1 Farmer’s fields adapted for 

rugby. Natural (!) drainage, 

uneven surfaces. 

 Education Tavistock Community 

College 

 2 A Yes – with 

other sports 

M1/D1  

 Private/ 

Education 

Mount Kelly, Tavistock  4 C Yes - cricket   

  TOTAL 9 8     
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Table 5.4: Summary of Rugby Provision in West Devon 

 

No. of pitches 
Community 

Use 

Dedicated or  

shared 

A
d

u
lt
 r

u
g

b
y

 

M
in

i/
m

id
i 

ru
g

b
y

 

A B C 

Dedicated 

pitches 

 

 

 

Shared 

sites 

9  9   8 1 

 8 4  4 2 2 

 
OVERVIEW OF DEMAND 

SOUTH HAMS 

Active People and Market Segmentation (Sport England) 

Demand and Latent Demand for Rugby Union 

5.5 From the Active People Survey and Market Segmentation data (explained in Section…) it is 

possible to estimate: 

• the proportion of the local adult population within each market segment group that 

currently participate in rugby, and how this compares to county, regional and 

national figures; and 

• how many adults would like to participate (or participate more) in rugby (ie latent 

demand). 

5.6 The key participants in rugby in South Hams come from those market segments groups that 

are most likely to play rugby nationally. However, the relative proportion of the population 

that participates from each group differs from national rates due to the make-up of the 

local population.  For rugby, the main market segmentation groups in South Hams are: 

1. Ben: competitive male urbanite, mainly aged 18-25, single, graduate professional.  

2. Tim: settling down male, mainly aged 26-45, married or single, professional. 

3. Philip: comfortable mid-life male, mainly aged 46-55, married with children, full time 

employment and owner occupier. 

4. Jamie: sports team lad, mainly aged 18-25, single, vocational student.  

5. Kev: pub league team mate, mainly aged 36-45, married or single, may have 

children, vocational job.  

5.5 The main female segment participating in rugby in South Hams is:  Chloe: Young image-

conscious females keeping fit and trim. 

 

 

 

Rugby clubs and teams playing in South Hams 
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Table 5.5: Rugby teams in South Hams (teams in italics generated outside West Devon) 
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Dartmouth RFC 1 1               

Ivybridge RFC 14 3   
1 

(u13) 

 
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Kingsbridge RFC  15 2 1  

2 

(u13 

& 

u15) 

 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2  

Plymouth Argaum 3 2     1          

Plymstock Albion Oaks 14 2 1 1 
1 

(u13) 

 
1 1 1  1 1 1 1 1 1 

Salcombe RFC 6 2           1 1 1 1 

Totnes RFC 9 2       1   1 1 1 1 1 1 

TOTAL generated within 

South Hams 
48 12 1  3  3 3 2 2 3 3 4 4 5 3 

TOTAL playing within 

South Hams 
62 14 2 1 4  4 4 3 2 4 4 5 5 6 4 

 

Table 5.6: Trends in membership in South Hams rugby clubs 

(I= increased; D= decreased; S = stayed the same) 

Club 
Senior 

(19-45 

ages): 

Youth 

(U13-

U17 

ages): 

Colts 

(U18-

U19 

ages): 

Mini-

midi 

(U7-

U12 

ages): 

If there has been a change, since last 

year please give details 

Kingsbridge 

RFC 

S I S S Started 2 girls teams 

Plymstock 

Albion 

Oaks 

S I S S Started a ladies team 

Salcombe 

RFC 

D S S S Players retiring. No youngsters coming 

through Based on our location people can't 

afford to live in the town so any families 

travel in to train and play 

Totnes RFC S S D S Colts & couple of older age groups folded- 

not enough numbers turning up regularly to 

maintain a team, relied on a small core. 
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5.6 Table 5.5 suggests that there is a mixed picture depending on the club in South Hams, 

although a common theme is the difficulty in keeping u16s to u18s involved in rugby and 

making a successful transition to senior sides.   There is encouraging growth in junior play. 

WEST DEVON 

Active People and Market Segmentation (Sport England) 

Demand and Latent Demand for Rugby Union 

5.7 From the Active People Survey and Market Segmentation data (explained in Section…) it is 

possible to estimate: 

• the proportion of the local adult population within each market segment group that 

currently participate in rugby, and how this compares to county, regional and 

national figures; and 

 

• how many adults would like to participate (or participate more) in rugby (ie latent 

demand). 

5.8 The key participants in rugby in West Devon come from those market segments groups that 

are most likely to play rugby nationally. However, the relative proportion of the population 

that participates from each group differs from national rates due to the make-up of the 

local population.  For rugby, the main market segmentation groups in West Devon are: 

1. Ben: competitive male urbanite, mainly aged 18-25, single, graduate professional.  

2. Tim: settling down male, mainly aged 26-45, married or single, professional. 

3. Philip: comfortable mid-life male, mainly aged 46-55, married with children, full time 

employment and owner occupier. 

4. Jamie: sports team lad, mainly aged 18-25, single, vocational student.  

5. Kev: pub league team mate, mainly aged 36-45, married or single, may have 

children, vocational job.  

5.9 The main female segment participating in rugby in West Devon is:  Chloe: Young image-

conscious females keeping fit and trim. 

Rugby Clubs and Teams in West Devon 

5.10 The following rugby clubs and teams have been recorded as playing in West Devon.   

Table 5.7: Rugby clubs and teams in West Devon 
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North Tawton 

RFC 
1  1   

 Juniors shared with Okehampton; known as 

North Okes 

 5 1 1  2  2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 

 
5.11 Okehampton RFC has recorded that membership has stayed the same over the last 3 years.  

(Corresponding information for Tavistock and North Tawton RFCs not available). 

PATTERN OF PLAY AND CAPACITY 
 

Matchplay 

 

5.12 Senior rugby is played on Saturday afternoons, mini and junior rugby on Sunday mornings 

and Vets and Ladies on Sunday afternoons, as Tables below show. 

Table 5.8: Rugby Pattern of Play – SOUTH HAMS 

    TIME OF PLAY 

Club  

No. 

teams SAT PM SUN AM SUN PM M/W 

Dartmouth RFC 1 1    

Ivybridge RFC 14 3 11   

Kingsbridge RFC  15 3 12   

Plymouth Argaum 3 3    

Plymstock Albion 

Oaks 
14 3 10 1  

Salcombe RFC 6 2 4   

Totnes RFC 9 2 7   

 62 17 44 1  

Table 5.9: Rugby Pattern of Play – WEST DEVON 

    TIME OF PLAY 

Club  

No. 

teams SAT PM SUN AM SUN PM M/W 

Tavistock RFC 15 3 12   

Okehampton RFC* 7 2 
10 

  

North Tawton RFC* 7 1 1  

 29 6 22 1  

* Juniors are split between the two clubs 
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Training 

5.13 Rugby clubs frequently train on their own grounds, using a variety of pitch and training area 

floodlights.   

Table 5.10: Training arrangements by South Hams Rugby Clubs 

Club 

Where does 

training take 

place? 

For how long? (90 

minutes sessions) 

Do you use any off-site 

facilities for training? 

Dartmouth 

RFC 

Main Pitch and 

sports centre 
Weekly x1  

Ivybridge RFC 
Training pitch and 

Rutt Park 

4-5 evenings a week 

x7 

Ivybridge Community 

Centre for fitness 

training (3G pitches not 

rugby compliant) 

Kingsbridge 

RFC  
Home ground Most evenings x7  

Plymouth 

Argaum 
Home ground Weekly x1  

Plymstock 

Albion Oaks 
Home ground  

Plymouth Albion/ 

Keyham/ Plymstock 

School – artificial 

surfaces 

Salcombe 

RFC 
Home ground 

Two evenings per 

week x2 

Littlemeads, nearby 

small grass pitch. 10x 

per year 

Totnes RFC 
Home ground 

Two evenings per 

week x6 

KEVICCs artificial pitch 

weekly 

Table 5.11: Training arrangements by West Devon Rugby Clubs 

Club 
Where does training 

take place? 

For how long? (90 

minutes sessions) 

Do you use any off-site 

facilities for training? 

Tavistock RFC 
Training pitch at 

home ground 

Three evenings a 

week x7 

Tavistock Community 

College AGP 

Okehampton 

RFC* 

Home ground, 2nd 

pitch 

Three evenings a 

week x7.  

Okehampton 

Community College 

AGP occasionally.  

Training area at private 

site (Brightly) – weekly + 

North Tawton 

RFC* 
Home ground 

Two evenings per 

week x2 
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5.14 As can be seen, the issue of gaining access to appropriate training facilities is one which 

most clubs struggle with.  This is addressed in further detail in Section 7: Draft Key Issues and 

Findings.  

CAPACITY 

Assessing the Supply and Demand Information and Views  

5.15 For rugby, supply and demand is measured by considering; 

• the amount of play that a site is able to sustain (based upon pitch quality and the 

facilities and pitches available); 

• how much play takes place; 

• whether there is any spare capacity at the site based upon a comparison between 

the capacity of the site and the actual usage; and 

• any other key issues relating to the site which have arisen through provider and user 

consultation. 

5.16 Both the supply of pitches and the demand for pitches is measured through the use of 

match equivalents to ensure that a comparison is possible. To fully understand activity on a 

site, consideration is given to both; 

• the adequacy of pitch provision over the course of a week; and  

• capacity of a site to meet additional demand at peak time. 

5.17 For rugby, this analysis is based upon the following principles; 

Capacity over the course of a week 

• it is assumed that a team playing home fixtures every other week would generate the 

equivalent of 0.5 match equivalents per week (one fixture every other week). Match 

equivalent values are also used to measure the use of pitches for training, as well as 

the impact of use by educational establishments and casual access.  90 minutes of 

training is 1 match equivalent. 

 

• the RFU sets a standard number of match equivalent sessions that natural grass 

pitches should be able to sustain without adversely affecting their current quality 

(pitch carrying capacity).  This is based upon the drainage system installed at the site 

and the maintenance programme used to prepare the pitches.   

5.18 The guideline theoretical capacity for rugby pitches is summarised in Table 5.12 

 

 

 

Table 5.12: Theoretical Pitch Capacity Ratings (RFU) 
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Maintenance 

Poor 

(M0) 

Standard 

(M1) 

Good (M2) 

D
ra

in
a

g
e

 

Natural Inadequate (D0) 0.5 1.5 2 

Natural Adequate (D1) 1.5 2 3 

Pipe Drained (D2) 1.75 2.5 3.25 

Pipe and Slit Drained (D3) 2 3 3.5 

 

5.19 Based upon the installed drainage and the maintenance regime applied, pitches in South 

Hams and West Devon are categorised in Table 5.13 and 5.14 below with their individual 

pitch carrying capacities.    It should be noted that at this stage this does not take into 

account views of users on pitch quality nor other assessments undertaken by the RFU. 

Peak Time Demand 

5.20 The number of match equivalent sessions at peak time is therefore measured against the 

number of match equivalent sessions available to identify whether there is any spare 

capacity. Play typically takes place as follows: 

• Senior men’s rugby union - Saturday PM 

• Youth rugby union - Sunday AM 

• Mini/midi rugby union - Sunday AM 

• Vets and Ladies – Sunday PM. 
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Table 5.13: Rugby Pitches in South Hams – Site Specific Usage  
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Peak time capacity  Key Issues and Views 

Ivybridge RFC 

(Cross-in-Hand) 
2 adult M1 D2 2.5 x 2 5 = Sunday AM. No spare capacity 

Busy club.  Probable that main 

pitch is kept for 1st team games 

meaning that second pitch 

operates above capacity 

Ivybridge (Rutt 

Park) 
1 adult M1 D3 3.0 x 1 3 1 

Sunday AM. Theoretical spare 

capacity  

Carrying capacity of pitch will 

increase as pitch beds in. 

Kingsbridge RFC 

High House 
1 adult M1 D2 2.5 x 1 2.5 = Sunday AM. No spare capacity 

Busy site. Site also has use from 

Community College which should 

reduce when the school’s new 

pitch is established. 

Kingsbridge RFC 

High House 
1 adult M1 D1 2.0 x 1 2 (0.50) 

Sunday AM. Pitch operating 

above considered capacity  

Belle Hill, 

Kingsbridge 
1 adult M0 D1 1.5 x 1 1.5 1 Spare capacity 

Spare capacity but not a popular 

venue (exposed and derelict 

changing) 

Salcombe RFC 

(Two Meads) 
1 adult  M1 D2 2.5 x 1 2.5 (1.50) 

Pitch operating well above 

considered capacity 

One pitch for all teams’ matches 

and most training sessions. 

Dartmouth RFC 

Norton Park 
1 adult M1 D2 2.5  x 1 2.5  1.5 Saturday PM. Spare capacity 

Scope for club to expand 

activities 

Filham Park, 

Ivybridge 

2 

mini/midi 
M1 D1 2.0 x 2 4 2 Sunday AM. Spare capacity  

Ivybridge 

Community 

College 

1 adult       No recorded community use 
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Peak time capacity  Key Issues and Views 

Plymouth 

Argaum 
2 adult M1 D1 2.0 x 2 4 2 Spare capacity 

Pitch quality poor, as previous 

agricultural land, opposed to be 

a constructed playing pitch. 

Borough Park 

Totnes 
1 adult M0 D2 1.75 1.75 (0.25) 

Sunday AM. Pitch operating 

above considered capacity 
Club has to use pitch at Brixham 

Community College for 1st XV 

matches when home pitch is 

waterlogged.  Improved 

maintenance will increase 

capacity 

Borough Park 

Totnes 
1 adult M0 D1 1.5 1.5 (0.50) 

Sunday AM. Pitch operating 

above considered capacity 

Borough Park 

Totnes 
2 minis M0 D0 0.5 x 2 1 = Sunday AM. No spare capacity 

Staddiscombe 

Playing Fields 
1 adult M0 D1 1.5    No recorded community use 

Horsham Playing 

Fields 

3 adult M1 D2 2.5 x 3 7.5 2 
Sunday AM.  Limited spare 

capacity 

4 pitches that suffer from poor 

drainage. Recent investment and 

works completed last year. Club 

have also secured £49k through 

PPF, work yet to be completed 

KEVICC, Totnes 1 adult M1 D0 1.5    No recorded community use 
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Table 5.14: Rugby Pitches in West Devon – Site Specific Usage  
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Peak time capacity  Key Issues and Views 

Okehampton 

RFC 
2 adult M1 D0 1.5  x 2 3 (2.0) 

Sunday AM. Pitches 

operating above considered 

capacity - 

Development of club is restricted by 

limited capacity of its pitches. Improved 

drainage is essential. .  2nd XV pitch a priority 

for the club and now is on RFU radar.  Club 

has to make use of occasional pitches on 

private land 2 miles away and hire college 

pitches (which are not suitable).   

Okehampton 

Community 

College 

1 adult M1 D1 2.0 x 2  4 (1) 
Sunday AM.  Site operating 

above considered capacity 

Heavily used for school curriculum.  Also 

catering for Okehampton RFC teams.  

North Tawton 

RFC (Taw 

Meadow) 

2 adult + 

2 

mini/midi 

M1 D1 2.0 x 4  8 3 
Sunday AM.  Site operating 

with some spare capacity. 

Capacity of this well maintained site can 

change depending whether Northoke 

junior teams are playing home matches 

here 

Tavistock RFC 

Sandy Park 
1 adult M1 D2 2.5 2.5 1 

Saturday PM.  Theoretically 

shows some spare capacity. 

Pitch benefits from having separate 

training area next to pitch; although poor 

drainage of training pitch can put more 

pressure on to main pitch for training, 

hence reducing any spare capacity.  

Previous RFU investment for draining on 

main pitch. Training area in great need for 

improvements. 
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Tavistock RFC 

Sandy Park 
3 adult M0 D1 1.5 x 3 4.5 2 

Sunday AM.  Site operating 

with some spare capacity. 

Pitches are vulnerable due to lack of 

security of tenure. 

Tavistock 

Community 

College 

2 

mini/midi 
M1 D1 2.0 x 2 0   No recorded community use 
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FUTURE PICTURE OF PROVISION 

5.21 The future requirement for rugby pitches will be impacted by several factors, including; 

A Changes in participation trends and in how pitch sports are played; 

B Changes to the number of people living in the area and / or to the demographic 

profile of the population; 

C Consideration of latent, unmet and displaced demand;  

D Trends in participation and club specific development plans and aspirations; and 

E Amendments to the current facility stock either through the provision of new pitches 

or the loss of current pitches. 

A  CHANGES IN PARTICIPATION TRENDS AND HOW THE SPORT IS PLAYED 

5.22 Whilst focusing on maintaining its core market of 15v15 senior teams, the RFU is actively 

promoting its variants of the game for younger players – touch and tag rugby and ‘7s’ and 

also looking to develop more recreational and social rugby during the summer.  This is likely 

to increase the numbers of junior teams and possibly summer activity for adults, which may 

cascade down to increase participation during the winter months.    

5.23 There are also changes in the type of facilities now being used for rugby.   Clubs are aspiring 

to use AGPs more for training, to reduce the impact on the grass pitches for training, thus 

enabling grass pitches to accommodate greater intensity of match play.  In addition, clubs 

are now considering the possibilities of using IRB22 accredited AGPs for competitive fixtures. 

In this instance, the increased capacity offered by an AGP would mean that current and 

future training needs, as well as match play could be accommodated. 

5.24 The remaining factors B – E are now considered in turn for first, South Hams and secondly, 

West Devon, in order to build a picture of future demand for playing pitches. 

FUTURE DEMAND - SOUTH HAMS 

B POPULATION CHANGE 

5.25 ONS projections for future population change in South Hams are set out in Section 2.   

• The projections by age group do not match exactly the age groupings used to 

calculate Team Generation Rates for cricket (see below).   Whilst the overall 

population of South Hams is expected to increase by 3,013 (3.6%) in the next 10 years 

(ie 2014-2024) and by 4,992 (6.0%) between 2014 -2031,  The number of people in the 

overall ‘active participation’ age group (5-69) is projected to decrease in 10 year 

period to 2024, by some 2205 (-3.4%). This figure is predicted to decline further in the 

period to 2031, by a total of 2732 (-4.2%). 

• The only age groups within the ‘active participation’ group that are projected to see 

a significant increase in numbers in the period to 2024 is the 5-9 (mini pitch sports) and 

10-19 (youth/junior pitch sports) groups. There is also predicted to be a slight increase 

in the 55-69 (veteran pitch sports) age group in the same period. A broadly similar 

picture emerges when looking ahead to 2031, although the 55-69 (veteran pitch 

sports) age group will decline slightly in the period 2014-2031.  
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• The age group predicted to see a significant decline in numbers in the period 2014-

2024 and 2014-2031 is the 20-54 (adult pitch sport) age group, which is predicted to 

fall by some 3568 (-11.2%) in the period 2014-2024, and by 3601 (-11.3%) in the period 

2014-2031.  

 
Team Generation Rates 

5.26 Team Generation Rates (TGRs) indicate how many people in a specified age group are 

required to generate one team. TGRs are derived by dividing the appropriate population 

age band by the number of teams playing within that area in that age band. By applying 

TGRs to population projections, we can project the theoretical number of teams that would 

be generated from population growth and gain an understanding of future demand.  

5.27 Table 5.15   summarises the current TGRs for rugby in South Hams and uses them to evaluate 

the potential impact of projected changes to the population profile on demand for rugby. 

Table 5.15: TGRs and Potential Change to Number of Rugby Teams in South Hams: 2014–2024 

and 2014-2031 

Sport and Age 

Groups 

No. of 

teams 

in age 

group 

(2014)  

Current 

popn in 

age 

group 

(2014) 

TGR  

Future 

popn  in 

age 

group 

(2024) 

Potential 

change in no. 

of teams in 

age group 

2014-2024 

Future 

popn  in 

age 

group 

(2031) 

Potential 

change in no. 

of teams in 

age group 

2014-2031 

Rugby Union 

Senior Men 

(19-45yrs) 

12 10,194 850 9,830 No change 10,147 No change 

Rugby Union 

Senior Women 

(19-45yrs) 

0 10,411 - 9,886 - 9,913 - 

Rugby Union 

Youth Boys (13-

18yrs) 

9 2,953 328 3,051 + 1 (10) 3,133 + 1 (10) 

Rugby Union 

Youth Girls (13-

18yrs) 

3 2,718 906 2,852 No change 2,983 +1 (4) 

Rugby Union 

Mini/Midi 

Mixed (7-12yrs) 

21 5,144 245 5,746 +3 (24) 5,703 +3 (24) 

 

5.28 This suggests that: 

• Senior Rugby (Men’s and Women’s) – in the periods 2014 - 2024 and 2014 - 2031 the 

number of men and women aged between 19 and 45 (the age groups that typically 

play senior rugby) will both fall slightly, As a result of this, based on latest population 

projections, future participation in senior men’s rugby to 2024 is likely to remain the 

same.     

• Youth Rugby – in the periods 2014 - 2024 the number of young people aged between 

13 and 18 (the age groups that typically play youth rugby) is projected to increase 

slightly, creating additional demand equivalent to 1 junior rugby team. 
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• Mini/Midi Mixed Rugby - between 2014 and 2024 the number of young people aged 

between 7 and 12 (the age groups that typically play mini/midi rugby) is projected to 

increase, creating additional demand equivalent to 3 mini/midi rugby teams. 

5.29 One of the characteristics of TGRs is that if there are no teams or a very low number of teams 

currently playing (so that the number required to generate one team is very high) increases 

in population in the relevant age playing range may not ‘trigger’ an extra team.  However, 

some clubs have aspirations to develop women’s rugby and it is likely that more women’s 

teams may develop in the future (despite the fact that the TGR suggests no growth in the 

number of teams). 

Table 5.16: TGRs and Potential Change to Number of Rugby Teams: New Housing Growth 

Area – Sherford: 2014-2024 & 2014–2031 

Sport and Age Groups 

Current 

South 

Hams 

popn in 

age 

group 

(2014) 

% of 

South 

Hams 

popn in 

age 

group 

(2014) 

TGR 

Future 

popn  

in age 

group 

(2024): 

Sherfor

d 

Potenti

al 

change 

in no. 

of 

teams 

(2024): 

Sherfor

d 

Future 

popn  

in age 

group 

(2031): 

Sherfor

d 

Potenti

al 

change 

in no. 

of 

teams 

(2031): 

Sherfor

d 

Rugby Union Senior Men (19-

45yrs) 
10,194 12.2% 850 728 +1 1,240 +2 

Rugby Union Senior Women 

(19-45yrs) 
10,411 12.4% - 740  1,261  

Rugby Union Youth Boys (13-

18yrs) 
2,953 3.5% 328 209 +1 356 +1 

Rugby Union Youth Girls (13-

18yrs) 
2,718 3.2% 906 191 - 325 - 

Rugby Union Mini/Midi Mixed 

(7-12yrs) 
5,144 6.1% 245 364 +2 620 +3 

Note: Figures for Sherford assume: 

• 2,700 housing completions 2014-2024 

• 4,600 housing completions 2014-2031  

• Average household size 2.21 

• 5,967 new residents 2014-2024 

• 10,166 new residents 2014-2031 

• Age/sex breakdown of population same as 2014 

 

 

5.30 Analysis and consultation finds that the population in Sherford to 2031 will generate the 

following teams: 2 senior Men’s; 1 youth team and 3 mini/midi teams, which would suggest 

the need for 1 senior and 1 mini/midi pitch. 

C CONSIDERATION OF LATENT, UNMET AND DISPLACED DEMAND 
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Active People and Market Segmentation (Sport England) 

5.31 The Active People and Market Segmentation (presented earlier in this section) can also be 

used to estimate the proportion of the population that participate in rugby and the number 

of people who would like to play (or would like to play more). This suggests that there is 

potential to increase adult rugby participation by up to 25%, with an estimated 895 South 

Hams residents currently participating in rugby and about 227 residents indicating that they 

would like to play (or play more) rugby.  This potential rate of increase is similar to county 

and national figures. Most of this latent demand is from residents in the main market 

segments that currently play.  

5.32 Given current TGRs, this would not result in an increase in the number of teams, but may 

result in larger squad sizes or existing players playing more.   

Cross Boundary Issues 

5.33 Plymouth Albion Oaks (a Plymouth based club) plays at Horsham Playing Fields which are 

located in the South Hams.  It fields some 14 teams, but can be considered as a standalone 

site which does not affect the supply of pitches for South Hams based teams.  Improvements 

are required to the ground, particularly additional floodlighting to enable training to be 

moved off main pitches.   This will possibly free up some capacity to meet growing demand 

in the area, including the South Hams.   

5.34 The provision of an IRB22 compliant AGP in the Horsham/Elburton/Staddiscombe area is also 

an aspiration. 

D       TRENDS IN PARTICIPATION AND CLUB SPECIFIC DEVELOPMENT PLANS AND ASPIRATIONS 

5.35 South Hams rugby clubs have indicated aspirations to run more teams, as set out in below:   

• Kingsbridge RFC – would like to run youth girls’ teams and develop Summer Touch or 

7-a-side Rugby.  (However, over-use of the pitches in the winter means that most of 

the summer is required to repair and recover the pitches ready for the next season). 

• Plymstock Albion Oaks (playing at Horsham) wish to expand numbers of ladies and 

Vets teams and develop a team for people with disabilities. 

5.36 Trends in membership set out earlier in this section show some growth in junior teams, which 

hopefully will continue.    There is anecdotal evidence of drop off when players reach the 

age of 18.   However, the existing clubs are looking to strengthen and add to their senior 

sides, including the introduction of women’s rugby, providing access to good quality pitches 

is ensured. 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR SOUTH HAMS? 
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Table 5.17: Summary of Latent, Displaced and Future Demand for rugby in South Hams to 

2031 

Reason for more 

teams 

Men’s 

teams 

Ladies’ 

teams 

Youth 

teams 

Midi/Mini 

teams 

Notes 

Population 

growth to 2031  

  +2 +3  

Population 

growth at 

Sherford (2031) 

+2  +1 +3  

Latent & 

displaced 

demand 

     

Aspirations +1 +1 +2 +2  

TOTAL +3 +1 +5 +8  

 

5.37 Match equivalent sessions generated need to be considered alongside existing spare 

capacity at grounds.    However, given these aspirations and the current pitch supply, the 

shortage of good quality grass pitches will restrict rugby development.    

5.38 As a conservative estimate, in addition to existing stock and to provision to meet overplay 

of existing facilities this would suggest the need for additional pitches as follows: 

• Sherford: 1 senior and 1 midi/mini pitch; and 

• Rest of South Hams: 1 senior and 1 midi/mini. 

 

E FORTHCOMING CHANGES TO SUPPLY 

5.39 These will be considered further within the Strategy document. 

 

FUTURE DEMAND – WEST DEVON 

B  POPULATION CHANGE 

5.40 ONS projections for future population change in West Devon are set out in Section 2. 

5.41 Whilst the overall population of West Devon is expected to increase by 5,373 (9.8%) in the 

next 10 years (ie 2014-2024), and 8,479 (+15.5%) in the period 2014-2031. 

• The number of people in the overall ‘active participation’ age group (5-69) is 

projected to increase slightly in the 10 year period to 2024, by some 1,129 (2.6%). This 

figure is also predicted to increase in the period 2014-2031, by a total of 1,942 (4.6%). 

 

• The only age groups within the ‘active participation’ group that are projected to see 

a significant increase in numbers in the period to 2024 is the 5-9 (mini pitch sports) and 

10-19 (youth/junior pitch sports) groups. There is also predicted to be an increase in 

the 55-69 (veteran pitch sports) age group in the same period. A broadly similar 

picture emerges when looking ahead to 2031. 
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• The age group predicted to see a decline in numbers in the period 2014-2024 and 

2014-2031 is the 20-54 (adult pitch sport) age group, which is predicted to fall by some 

976 (-4.5%) in the period 2014-2024, and by 580 (-2.7%) in the period 2014-2031.  

Team Generation Rates 

5.42 Team Generation Rates (TGRs) indicate how many people in a specified age group are 

required to generate one team. TGRs are derived by dividing the appropriate population 

age band by the number of teams playing within that area in that age band. By applying 

TGRs to population projections, we can project the theoretical number of teams that would 

be generated from population growth and gain an understanding of future demand.  

5.43 Table 5.18 summarises the current TGRs for rugby in West Devon and uses them to evaluate 

the potential impact of projected changes to the population profile on demand for rugby. 

Table 5.18: TGRs and Potential Change to Number of Rugby Teams in West Devon: 2014–2024 

and 2014-2031 

Sport and Age 

Groups 

No. of 

teams 

in age 

group 

(2014)  

Current 

popn in 

age 

group 

(2014) 

TGR  

Future 

popn  in 

age 

group 

(2024) 

Potential 

change in no. 

of teams in 

age group 

2014-2024 

Future 

popn  in 

age 

group 

(2031) 

Potential 

change in no. 

of teams in 

age group 

2014-2031 

Rugby Union 

Senior Men 

(19-45yrs) 

5 7,088 1418 7,230 No change 7,448 +1 (6) 

Rugby Union 

Senior Women 

(19-45yrs) 

1 7,195 7195 7,354 No change 7,474 No change 

Rugby Union 

Youth Boys (13-

18yrs) 

7 1,900 271 1,973 +1 (8) 2,091 +1 (8) 

Rugby Union 

Youth Girls (13-

18yrs) 

2 1,764 882 1,823 No change 1,962 +1 (3) 

Rugby Union 

Mini/Midi 

Mixed (7-12yrs) 

12 3,320 277 3,873 +2 (14) 3,955 +3 (15) 

 

5.44 This suggests the following: 

• Senior Rugby (Men’s and Women’s) – in the periods 2014 - 2024 and 2014 - 2031 the 

number of men and women aged between 19 and 45 (the age groups that typically 

play senior rugby) will increase slightly. As a result of this, based on latest population 

projections, future participation in senior men’s rugby to 2031 is likely to increase 

creating additional demand equivalent to 1 adult rugby team. The number of senior 

women’s teams is likely to remain broadly in line with current levels, with no increase 

in the number of teams anticipated as a result of population change.  

• Youth Rugby – in the periods 2014 - 2031 the number of young people aged between 

13 and 18 (the age groups that typically play youth rugby) is projected to increase, 

slightly creating additional demand equivalent to 1 junior boys and 1 junior girls rugby 

teams.  
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• Mini/Midi Mixed Rugby - between 2014 and 2024 the number of young people aged 

between 7 and 12 (the age groups that typically play mini/midi rugby) is projected to 

increase, creating additional demand equivalent to 2 mini/midi rugby teams 

(….match equivalents per week). Looking further ahead to 2031, this figure will 

increase to 3 rugby teams. 

5.45 One of the characteristics of TGRs is that if there are no teams or a very low number of teams 

currently playing (so that the number required to generate one team is very high) increases 

in population in the relevant age playing range may not ‘trigger’ an extra team.     

C CONSIDERATION OF LANTENT, UNMET AND DISPLACED DEMAND 

Active People and Market Segmentation 

5.46 The Active People and Market Segmentation (presented earlier in this section) can also be 

used to estimate the proportion of the population that participate in rugby and the number 

of people who would like to play (or would like to play more). This suggests that there is 

potential to increase adult rugby participation by up to 26%, with an estimated 582 West 

Devon residents currently participating in rugby and about 149 residents indicating that they 

would like to play (or play more) rugby.  This potential rate of increase is similar to county 

and national figures. Most of this latent demand is from residents in the main market 

segments that currently play.  

5.47 Given current TGRs, this would not result in an increase in the number of teams, but may 

result in larger squad sizes or existing players playing more.   

D TRENDS IN PARTICIPATION AND CLUB SPECIFIC DEVELOPMENT PLANS AND ASPIRATIONS 

5.48 In West Devon, Okehampton RFC would like to run more adult men’s and a women’s team.  

A shortage of grass pitches, training facilities and appropriate changing facilities are 

restricting this at present. 

5.49 These responses and other consultation illustrate the pressures which West Devon rugby 

clubs are under to accommodate all the playing, training and expansion needs on existing 

sites.   

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR WEST DEVON? 

Table 5.19: Summary of Latent, Displaced and Future Demand for rugby in West Devon 

Reason for more 

teams 

Men’s 

teams 

Ladies’ 

teams 

Youth 

teams 

Midi/Mini 

teams 

Notes 

Population 

growth to 2031 

+1  +2 +3  

Latent & 

displaced 

demand 

     

Aspirations +1 +1 +2 +2  

TOTAL +2 +1 +4 +5  

5.50 Match equivalent sessions generated need to be considered alongside existing spare 

capacity at grounds.    However, given these aspirations and the current pitch supply, the 

shortage of good quality grass pitches will restrict rugby development.      As a conservative 

estimate, in addition to existing stock and to provision to meet overplay of existing facilities 

this would suggest the need for an additional 2-3 rugby pitches. 
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E    FORTHCOMING CHANGES TO SUPPLY 

5.51 These will be considered under the Strategy proposals. 



 

 

6. Hockey and AGPs 

                                         South Hams and West Devon Playing Pitch Strategy: Needs Assessment 159 

 

6.1 This section assesses the adequacy of pitches for hockey in South Hams and West Devon 

and an assessment of the capacity and demand for artificial grass pitches by presenting 

the following; 

• An overview of the supply and demand for hockey 

• A picture of the adequacy of current provision across the two authorities 

• An understanding of activity at individual sites  

• The future picture of provision for hockey across the two authorities 

• Demand for sand based and 3g artificial grass pitches. 

OVERVIEW OF PITCH SUPPLY 

Quantity in South Hams 

6.2 Hockey is almost exclusively played on Artificial Grass Pitches and grass pitches are largely 

obsolete for competitive forms of the game. Guidance on AGPs (Sport England 2010) 

indicates the following surfaces to be suitable for hockey: 

• EH Category 1: Water Based surfaces approved within the FIH Global/National 

Parameters for all levels of competition including international training and matches 

and Olympic & World Championship tournaments 

• EH category 2: Sand Dressed surfaces (preferred surface for hockey) within the FIH 

National Parameter for all levels of competition, including international training and 

matches 

• EH Category 3: Sand Based (filled) surfaces  within the FIH National Parameter for all 

levels of competition, excluding international training and matches 

• EH Category 4: 40mm pile 3g (if certified by FIH as satisfying parameter for local and 

regional competition).   England Hockey will allow the use of EH Category 4 surfaces 

for local and regional league competition.  However, it should be noted that the 

playing surface is characterized by a slower surface speed, poor and sometimes 

unpredictable levels of consistency and modern hockey skills are much more difficult 

to execute on it.   EH strongly recommends that EH League Premier matches are 

played on Category 1 or 2 pitches. 

6.3 Table 6.1 sets out hockey compliant surfaces within South Hams 
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Table 6.1: Hockey AGPs in South Hams and West Devon  

 

Local 

Authority Site Name 

Facility 

Sub 

Type Size (m) Access Type 

Ownership 

Type/ 

Manageme

nt type 

Year Built/  

Refurb (R) 

South 

Hams 

Dartmouth 

Britannia 

RNC (MOD) 

3g 91x55 Sports 

Club/Community 

Association – 

MoD (restricted).  

C 

MOD 2007 (R); 

converted 

to 3g 2013 

South 

Hams 

KEVICC, 

Totnes 

Sand 

filled 

100 x 60 Sports 

Club/Community 

Association / 

Education/in 

house.  A 

Community 

school 

1989 

South 

Hams 

Kingsbridge 

Community 

College 

Sand 

dressed 

100 x 60 Sports 

Club/Community 

Association/ 

Education/in 

house. A 

Academy Floodlights 

added in 

2013  

South 

Hams 

RN 

Bickleigh 

Barracks 

(MOD) 

Sand 

Filled 

100 x 60 

 

Sports 

Club/Community 

Association – 

MoD (limited).  C 

MOD 1999 

West 

Devon 

Mount 

Kelly, 

Tavistock 

Sand 

filled 

100 x 60 Sports 

Club/Community 

Association – 

Independent 

School/in house A 

School (in 

house) 

2005 (R) 

West 

Devon 

OCRA, 

Okehampt

on 

Sand 

dressed 

100 x 60 Community 

Association A 

Community 

Association 

2009 (R) 

 
N.B. Ivybridge Community College 3g is used for hockey training (see below) 

 

QUALITY 

 

6.4 Site audits have been undertaken of the full size sand AGPs in South Hams and West Devon, 

with community use.      The scores given for AGPs are based upon Sport England’s new 

playing pitch strategy guidance – Appendix 6d.        (http://www.sportengland.org/facilities-

planning/planning-for-sport/planning-tools-and-guidance/playing-pitch-strategy-

guidance/.   The overall pitch quality score gives the total of all the characteristics scored.    

  

 



 

 

                                                 South Hams  and West Devon Playing Pitch Strategy: Needs Assessment 161 

Table 6.2: Quality Ratings for hockey AGPs in South Hams and West Devon (Sport England 

Visual Quality Assessment) and club comments 

 Overall Scoring:  Poor: <=50    Standard: 51-79    Good: 80+  

 

Ground 

Overall 

Pitch 

Quality 

Score 

Site audit 

rating/ 

comments 

 

Club comments  

Dartmouth 

Britannia RNC 

(MOD) 

Not  assessed No further information, but believed no longer 

available for community use and surface changed 

to 3g?  VERIFY 

KEVICS, Totnes 49 Poor Poor condition – displaced club as pitch 

condemned.   Recognised by EH and clubs as 

urgent priority for upgrade 

Kingsbridge 

Community 

College 

74 Standard Deteriorating condition due to poor maintenance.  

Pitch may be unusable in the future.  Club have to 

pay for use of changing rooms, additional to pitch 

hire. 

RN Bickleigh 

Barracks 

(MOD) 

Not assessed  

Mount Kelly, 

Tavistock 

68 Standard Considered to be in need of refurbishing within next 

4 years.  Changing facilities poor 

OCRA, 

Okehampton 

80 Good Good condition.  New clubhouse facility has given 

the club a base 

 
Hockey AGPS within a 30 minute drivetime 

 

6.5 Taking South Hams and West Devon as one area, there are a number of sand and floodlit 

AGPs appropriate for hockey usage within a 30 minute drivetime from the area.  The 

situation with regard to their suitability for hockey will be added. 

Table 6.3: Hockey AGPs within 30 minutes of South Hams (Ivybridge) and West Devon 

(Tavistock/Okehampton) 

 

Site Name 

Facility 

Sub 

Type Size (m) 

F
lo

o
d

li
t 

Access/ Ownership / 

Management type 

Year Built/  

Refurb (R) 

Torbay Leisure 

Centre 

Sand 

filled 

100 x 50 Yes Local 

Authority/Commercial 

managm't/P&P 

R 2003 

Brickfields Sports 

Centre and 

Sand 

Filled 

100 x 63 

 

Yes Local Authority/ 

Commercial 

Management/ P&P 

2011(R) 
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Site Name 

Facility 

Sub 

Type Size (m) 

F
lo

o
d

li
t 

Access/ Ownership / 

Management type 

Year Built/  

Refurb (R) 

Recreation 

Ground 

Bull Point Sand 

Filled 

96 x 58 Yes MoD/Closed access n/a 

Lipson Sports 

Centre 

Sand 

Filled 

100 x 60 Yes Education/ In 

house/Pay & Play 

Resurface 

planned in 

next 12 

months 

Manadon 

Football 

Development 

Centre 

Sand 

Filled 

110 x 70 Yes Local Authority/ YMCA 2002 

PROPOSED 

FOR 

CHANGE TO 

3g 

UCP Marjon 

Sport 

Sand 

Dressed 

100 X 60 Yes Education/ In 

house/Pay & Play 

2003 

 

OVERVIEW OF DEMAND 

 

SOUTH HAMS 

 

Active People and Market Segmentation (Sport England) 

6.6 From the Active People Survey and Market Segmentation data (explained in Section 1) it is 

possible to estimate: 

• the proportion of the local adult population within each market segment group that 

currently participate in hockey, and how this compares to county, regional and 

national figures; and 

• how many adults would like to participate (or participate more) in hockey (ie latent 

demand). 

6.7 The key participants in hockey in South Hams come from those market segments groups 

that are most likely to play hockey nationally. However, the relative proportion of the 

population that participates from each group differs from national rates due to the make-

up of the local population.  For hockey, the main market segmentation groups in South 

Hams are: 

1. Chloe: Young image-conscious females keeping fit and trim. 

2. Ben: competitive male urbanite, mainly aged 18-25, single, graduate professional.  

3. Tim: settling down male, mainly aged 26-45, married or single, professional. 

4. Philip: comfortable mid-life male, mainly aged 46-55, married with children, full time 

employment and owner occupier. 

5. Helena: career focused female, single, professional. 
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Hockey Clubs and Teams in South Hams 

Table 6.4:  Hockey teams and trends in club membership in South Hams 

 

Name of 

Club 

Total 

teams Team  League 

M
e

n
 

La
d

ie
s 

M
ix

e
d

 

B
o

y
s 

 

G
ir

ls
 

 

Trends 

past 3 

years 

Dartmouth 

Ladies HC 1 Ladies W Women's Petroc 1   1       

Decreasing 

(-26%) 

Ivybridge 

Junior HC 

  

  

  

  

5 

  

  

  

  

Badgers Plymouth Jnr Leagues     1     
(Growing 

(20%) 

U12B Plymouth Jnr Leagues       1    

U12G Plymouth Jnr Leagues         1  

U10B Plymouth Jnr Leagues       1    

U10G Plymouth Jnr Leagues         1  

Kingsbridge 

& Salcombe 

HC 1 Ladies W Women's Petroc 1   1       

Growing 

(10%) 

Dart HC 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

10 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Mens 1st XI Davis Wood Southern 1 1         Growing 

(10%)  
Mens 2nd 

XI Davis Wood South West 1 1         

Ladies 1st 

XI W Women's Petroc 1   1       

Ladies 2nd 

XI W Women's Petroc 2   1       

Ladies 3rd 

XI W Women's Petroc 3   1       

U14B Devon Junior Leagues       1   

U14G Devon Junior Leagues         1 

U12B Devon Junior Leagues       1   

U12G Devon Junior Leagues         1 

U10B Devon Junior Leagues       1   

  17     2 5 1 5 4  

 
WEST DEVON 

Active People and Market Segmentation 

Demand and Latent Demand for Hockey 

6.8 From the Active People Survey and Market Segmentation data, it is possible to estimate: 

• the proportion of the local adult population within each market segment group that 

currently participate in hockey, and how this compares to county, regional and 

national figures; and 

• how many adults would like to participate (or participate more) in hockey (ie latent 

demand). 
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6.9 The key participants in hockey in West Devon come from those market segments groups 

that are most likely to play hockey nationally. However, the relative proportion of the 

population that participates from each group differs from national rates due to the make-

up of the local population.  For hockey, the main market segmentation groups in West 

Devon are: 

1. Chloe: Young image-conscious females keeping fit and trim. 

2. Ben: competitive male urbanite, mainly aged 18-25, single, graduate professional.  

3. Tim: settling down male, mainly aged 26-45, married or single, professional. 

4. Philip: comfortable mid-life male, mainly aged 46-55, married with children, full time 

employment and owner occupier. 

5. Helena: career focused female, single, professional. 

Table 6.5: Hockey Clubs and trends in club membership in West Devon 

Name of 

Club 

Total 

teams Team  League 

M
e

n
 

La
d

ie
s 

M
ix

e
d

 

B
o

y
s 

 

G
ir

ls
 Trends past 

3 years 

Okehampton 

Columbines 

Ladies HC 

  

  

  

4 

  

  

  

Ladies 1st 

XI 
W Women's South    1       

Static 

Ladies 2nd 

XI W Women's Petroc 2 

  

1       

U14           1 

U12           1 

Okehampton 

Men's HC 

  

  

  

4 

  

  

  

Men's 1st 

XI Davis Wood Southern 1 1         

Decreasing 

(-33%) 

Men's 2nd 

XI Davis Wood South East 2 1         

U14         1   

U12         1   

Tavistock 

Hockey Club 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

8 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Ladies 1st 

XI W Women's South    1       

Decreasing 

(-16%) 

Ladies 2nd 

XI Informal P&D League   1       

Men's 1st 

XI Davis Wood Southern 2 1         

Men's 2nd 

XI Davis Wood South West 1 1         

Badgers         1   

U12         1   

U10         1   

U9         1   

Spreyton 

Hockey Club 1 1st XI Social team     1     

Informal 

  17     4 4 1 6 2  
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Summary of hockey teams in South Hams and West Devon 

6.10 There are thus 34 hockey teams currently affiliated to England Hockey in South Hams and 

West Devon: 6 men’s teams, 9 ladies teams and 19 junior teams.   There are currently 224 

players in South Hams (119 senior players and 125 junior) and 197 players in West Devon (123 

senior and 74 junior), based on 2013/14 EH affiliation figures.   There are different trends 

amongst the clubs – the membership within South Hams is generally increasing, but 

decreasing within West Devon. 

6.11 For the analysis of capacity, the two authorities are considered together as provision of 

hockey appropriate AGPs across Devon is an issue and the area needs to be considered 

as a whole.  
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PATTERN OF PLAY AND CAPACITY 

6.12 Hockey activity has to be based on appropriate pitches and clubs may have to travel some distance to accommodate their needs.   

This is clearly illustrated in the following table which shows pattern of play for hockey clubs across South Hams and West Devon. 

Table 6.6:  Location of Hockey Matches and Training – South Hams and West Devon 

Club Teams Train Play Notes on usage Comments on membership trends and general 

observations by clubs 

South Hams 

Dart Hockey 

Club 

2M, 3L, 5J KEVICC, 

Totnes 

West Exe, 

Exeter 

Split probably 

around 30% at 

KEVICC and 70% at 

West Exe 

Dart Hockey Club are a South Hams team with a history 

of movement to find a suitable pitch.  The lack of a pitch 

within Totnes for matches is having a detrimental effect 

on club morale and activity, with members having to 

travel to a pitch in Exeter, itself not of high quality.    The 

future of the club may be uncertain unless the situation is 

resolved quickly and they are able to return to South 

Hams to play as well as train.  

Dartmouth 

HC 

1L Indoors – at 

Dartmouth 

Leisure 

Centre. 

Kingsbridge  Dartmouth Hockey Club are an example of another 

South Hams club which has been affected by the lack of 

an accessible suitable pitch.  With BRNC no longer 

available, the club have to travel to Kingsbridge, with a 

corresponding deterrent for membership.  The club 

would like to still train at Dartmouth BRNC if community 

access is available. 

Club Teams Train Play Notes on usage Comments on membership trends and general 

observations 

Kingsbridge 

HC 

1L Kingsbridge 

Community 

College 

Kingsbridge 

Community 

College 

100% usage at 

Kingsbridge 

Community College  

Club membership is slowly increasing and club is happy 

with location, if not standard of facilities 
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Ivybridge 

Junior 

Hockey Club 

5J Ivybridge 

Community 

College 

Plymouth Junior 

Leagues at 

UCP Marjon 

 This club has to look to Plymouth for a suitable surface to 

play matches on.   Again, history with trying to find a 

suitable pitch – it’s an Ivybridge Club and prefers to 

keep its training base within Ivybridge.   Membership 

growing 

WEST DEVON 

Okehampton 

Columbines 

Ladies HC 

2L, 2J Okehampton 

OCRA 

Okehampton 

OCRA 

100% usage at 

Okehampton OCRA 

Good base for club with all required facilities which meet 

club’s needs 

Okehampton 

Men’s 

Hockey Club 

2M, 2J Okehampton 

OCRA 

Okehampton 

OCRA 

100% usage at 

Okehampton OCRA 

Good base for club with all required facilities which meet 

club’s needs, although club membership declining 

Tavistock 

Hockey Club 

2M, 2L, 4J Mount Kelly Mount Kelly 100% usage at 

Mount Kelly 

Access at existing Mount Kelly pitch not ideal; Saturday 

school matches hinder club usage.   Membership 

declining. Club wish to have their own pitch and current 

discussions around joint (school/club) provision of an 

additional sand based AGP at Mount Kelly.   

Spreyton 

Hockey Club 

Mixed 

social 

team 

Okehampton 

OCRA 

Okehampton 

OCRA 

100% usage at 

Okehampton OCRA 

Good to see informal hockey club making use of 

facilities at OCRA 
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Pattern of use of existing sand AGPs in South Hams and West Devon 

Table 6.7: League Matches per pitch in South Hams and West Devon  

 

AGP  

Club Usage 

No. of matches to be 

accommodated on a 

Saturday (peak time) 

Clubs  playing 

matches 

Other Usage 

 

Capacity for peak time hockey 

SOUTH HAMS 

KEVICC AGP 1 club for training 

only on 2/3rds of 

pitch only (restricted 

area suitable for 

training) 

None None – pitch 

condemned 

No information 

available on 

other usage for 

football? etc 

If pitch was replaced, capacity 

for 4 matches on a Saturday 

which would probably 

accommodate Dart (9 teams in 

total).  However, the Club may 

require a back up pitch  

Kingsbridge 

Leisure Centre 

AGP 

2  clubs using for 

matches (2 teams) 

1 match Dartmouth Ladies 

HC and Kingsbridge 

HC 

See later in 

section 

Spare capacity for matches on 

Saturday – up to 3 matches.  

Could also accommodate 

training 

Ivybridge AGP 1 club uses for 

training  (5 junior 

teams) 

No matches played; 

not suitable surface. 

None – not suitable Wide programme 

of football, some 

rugby and events, 

School use 

AGP not available on Saturday 

afternoons; not considered 

appropriate and not available for 

matches  

WEST DEVON 

Okehampton 

OCRA AGP 

3 clubs use for 

matches and 

training (4M, 4L, 4J) 

 Okehampton Men’s 

and Ladies’ Hockey 

Club and Spreyton 

Hockey Club 

Used by school 

and for football 

and rugby and 

hockey training 

Up to 4 matches a week; pitch 

can meet current demand but 

not much room for growth in 

teams (or if Spreyton becomes a 

league club) 

Mount Kelly 1 club for matches 

and training (2M, 2L, 

2J) 

Limited by school to 

only 2 matches at 

peak time (Saturday 

afternoon) 

Tavistock Hockey 

Club 

Used by school 

for hockey 

matches  

No capacity for further matches.   

Saturday school matches hinder 

club usage (matches at 10.30am 

& 4pm only) and means club 

cannot expand. 
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Other hockey AGPs nearby 

6.13 Other than sand based pitches in Plymouth as detailed earlier in this section there are no 

accessible sand based pitches outside West Devon and South Hams for teams to use. 

6.14 The situation in Plymouth is dealt with at length within the Plymouth PPS: hockey appropriate 

surfaces there have no spare capacity at all and the sport is severely compromised as a 

result.  The recommendation from the Plymouth PPS are or the urgent addition of more 

hockey surfaces, including the provision of a sand based AGP at Sherford new community 

(which would potentially address demand from Ivybridge Junior Hockey Club and overflow 

from Dart Hockey Club.) 

Hockey in South Hams and West Devon|: Commentary on Capacity 

6.15 A hockey match lasts 70 minutes; half time is around 5 minutes and generally 5 minutes 

warm up.  Ideally a pitch needs to be booked for 90 minutes to accommodate a game.  .  

England Hockey guidance suggests that no AGP should be considered able to sustain more 

than 4 games on any one day.   4 games is the equivalent of 6 hours play i.e. from 10.00 – 

4.00pm.  Some leagues will allow a match to start at 4.00pm but not after this. 

6.16 Hockey in South Hams is being severely affected by the loss of AGPs for matches at BRNC 

and even more critically KEVICC and this situation needs to be addressed.    The condition 

of the AGP at Kingsbridge also needs to be kept under review and resurfaced in the near 

future.  Kingsbridge and Salcombe are developing a junior section this season (2014/15).   

6.17 West Devon is ostensibly well provided for with two hockey suitable surfaces in the main 

towns.   Okehampton AGP is well used and has enabled the clubs to flourish.    However, 

access to the Mount Kelly pitch by Tavistock Hockey Club continues to be an issue and is 

restricting the growth of the club.   To this end, the Club (which has financial reserves from 

the sale of land in the past) is negotiating to provide a new sand based AGP in the town (in 

partnership with Mount House School)?    This would see the town have ample provision; a 

more efficient solution may be to upgrade the Mount Kelly AGP, improve the changing 

rooms there and/or move closer to the pitch and negotiate better access for the club so 

that it can play its senior matches on Saturday afternoons (but this seems unlikely to be 

achievable).    There is a club at Launceston (currently playing in Liskeard) which 

occasionally uses the Mount Kelly pitch for cup matches but could make more use of it if 

access was increased.  Callington Hockey Club also struggles to find a suitable pitch to train 

and play on and could use the pitch at Mount Kelly. 

FUTURE PICTURE OF PROVISION 

 

6.18 To accurately respond to the requirements for AGPs for hockey across South Hams and West 

Devon it is necessary to consider the future requirement for these facilities and the potential 

future demand for hockey. This will be impacted upon by several things, including; 

A General changes in participation trends and in how pitch sports are played; 

B Changes to the number of people living in the area and / or to the demographic 

profile of the population; 

C Consideration of latent, unmet and displaced demand 

D Local trends in participation and club specific development plans and aspirations; 

and 

E Amendments to the current facility stock either through the provision of new pitches 

or the loss of current pitches. 

A GENERAL CHANGES IN PARTICIPATION TRENDS AND HOW THE SPORT IS PLAYED 
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6.19 There was an increase of around 30,000 registered hockey players in England following 

Olympics and a large increase in the membership of clubs in parts of the south west region, 

notably Cornwall and Somerset, where numbers increased by 12%.  In Devon there has 

been a 3% decrease in membership. 

6.20 There are several dominant market segments for hockey in South Hams and West Devon 

England Hockey considers it vital that it continues to offer all versions of the game to attract 

new and retain current participants in all age groups. However, new initiatives such as Rush 

Hockey targeted at certain segments such as ‘Tim’ and ‘Ralph & Phyllis’ may engage new 

participants particularly around the Totnes and Okehampton areas, for example.   There 

may also be a need to actively promote play and pay hockey sessions to meet the 

demands of these potential players, where their lifestyle means they would not be able to 

commit to regular training and matches. 

6.21 In the South Hams, Back to Hockey is currently offered by Dart HC and Kingsbridge and 

Salcombe HC but there is no provision for Rush Hockey.  In West Devon, Okehampton HC 

and Tavistock HC both offer Rush Hockey and Back to Hockey sessions.  It is also essential 

that there is a hockey offer for juniors through club bases to include Quicksticks and 

In2Hockey, with respective competitive opportunities, are the two dominant market 

segments for West Devon.    

6.22 Factors B – E are now considered in turn for, first South Hams and secondly, West Devon, in 

order to build a picture of future demand for hockey appropriate AGPs. 

B   POPULATION CHANGE 

 

6.23 Population Change in South Hams 

• The projections by age group do not match exactly the age groupings used to 

calculate Team Generation Rates for hockey (see below).   Whilst the overall 

population of South Hams is expected to increase by 3,013 (3.6%) in the next 10 years 

(ie 2014-2024) and by 4,992 (6.0%) between 2014 -2031,  The number of people in the 

overall ‘active participation’ age group (5-69) is projected to decrease in 10 year 

period to 2024, by some 2205 (-3.4%). This figure is predicted to decline further in the 

period to 2031, by a total of 2732 (-4.2%). 

• The only age groups within the ‘active participation’ group that are projected to see 

a significant increase in numbers in the period to 2024 is the 5-9 (mini pitch sports) and 

10-19 (youth/junior pitch sports) groups. There is also predicted to be a slight increase 

in the 55-69 (veteran pitch sports) age group in the same period. A broadly similar 

picture emerges when looking ahead to 2031, although the 55-69 (veteran pitch 

sports) age group will decline slightly in the period 2014-2031.  

 

• The age group predicted to see a significant decline in numbers in the period 2014-

2024 and 2014-2031 is the 20-54 (adult pitch sport) age group, which is predicted to 

fall by some 3568 (-11.2%) in the period 2014-2024, and by 3601 (-11.3%) in the period 

2014-2031.  This may impact upon the demand for Vet’s teams, but it is not reliable to 

translate this into an actual number of teams. 
 

6.24 Population Change in West Devon: 

• Whilst the overall population of West Devon is expected to increase by 5,373 (9.8%) in 

the next 10 years (ie 2014-2024), and 8,479 (+15.5%) in the period 2014-2031. 
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• The number of people in the overall ‘active participation’ age group (5-69) is 

projected to increase slightly in the 10 year period to 2024, by some 1,129 (2.6%). This 

figure is also predicted to increase in the period 2014-2031, by a total of 1,942 (4.6%). 

 

• The only age groups within the ‘active participation’ group that are projected to see 

a significant increase in numbers in the period to 2024 is the 5-9 (mini pitch sports) and 

10-19 (youth/junior pitch sports) groups. There is also predicted to be an increase in 

the 55-69 (veteran pitch sports) age group in the same period. A broadly similar 

picture emerges when looking ahead to 2031. 

 

• The age group predicted to see a decline in numbers in the period 2014-2024 and 

2014-2031 is the 20-54 (adult pitch sport) age group, which is predicted to fall by some 

976 (-4.5%) in the period 2014-2024, and by 580 (-2.7%) in the period 2014-2031.  
 
Team Generation Rates 

6.25 Team Generation Rates (TGRs) indicate how many people in a specified age group are 

required to generate one team. TGRs are derived by dividing the appropriate population 

age band by the number of teams playing within that area in that age band. By applying 

TGRs to population projections, we can project the theoretical number of teams that would 

be generated from population growth and gain an understanding of future demand.  

6.26 The tables below summarises the current TGRs for hockey in South Hams and uses them to 

evaluate the potential impact of projected changes to the population profile on demand 

for hockey.  

Table 6.8: TGRs and Potential Change to Number of Hockey Teams in South Hams: 2014–

2024 and 2014-2031 

Sport and Age 

Groups 

No. of 

teams 

in age 

group 

(2014)  

Current 

popn in 

age 

group 

(2014) 

TGR  

Future 

popn  in 

age 

group 

(2024) 

Potential 

change in no. 

of teams in 

age group 

2014-2024 

Future 

popn  in 

age 

group 

(2031) 

Potential 

change in no. 

of teams in 

age group 

2014-2031 

Hockey - Senior 

Mens (16-55 yrs) 

  

2 17,916 8958 16,126 No change 16,214 No change 

Hockey - Senior 

Womens (16-55 

yrs) 

 

5 18,681 3736 16,901 No change 16,726 No change 

Hockey - Junior 

(11-15 yrs) 

 

10 3,555 356 5,004 +4 (14) 5,058 +4 (14) 

Source: Population data: Office of National Statistics, 2012-based Subnational Population Projections: 2012-2031(May 

2014) 

6.27 The above table shows that: 

• Senior Hockey (Mens and Womens) – in the periods 2014 - 2024 and 2014 - 2031 the 

number of adults aged between 16 and 55 (the age groups that typically play senior 

hockey) will fall slightly, and therefore, based on latest population projections, future 

participation in senior hockey in South Hams to 2024 and 2031 is likely to remain 
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broadly in line with current levels, with no increase in the number of teams anticipated 

as a result of population change.  

• Junior Hockey – in the period 2014 - 2024 the number of young people aged between 

11 and 15 (the age groups that typically play junior hockey) is projected to increase 

in South Hams significantly, creating additional demand equivalent to 4 junior hockey 

teams. 

Table 6.9: TGRs and Potential Change to Number of Hockey Teams: New Housing Growth 

Area – Sherford: 2014-2024 & 2014–2031 

Sport and Age 

Groups 

Current 

South Hams 

popn in age 

group 

(2014) 

% of 

South 

Hams 

popn in 

age 

group 

(2014) 

TGR 

Future 

popn  in 

age 

group 

(2024): 

Sherford 

Potential 

change 

in no. of 

teams 

(2024): 

Sherford 

Future 

popn  

in age 

group 

(2031)

: 

Sherfo

rd 

Potential 

change 

in no. of 

teams 

(2031): 

Sherford 

Hockey - Senior 

Mens (16-55 yrs) 
17,916 21.4% 8958 1,277 0 2,176 0 - 1 

Hockey - Senior 

Womens (16-55 yrs) 
18,681 22.3% 3736 1,331 0 2,267 +1 

Hockey - Junior (11-

15 yrs) 
3,555 4.2% 356 251 +1 427 +2 

 

6.28 In South Hams PPS, analysis and consultation suggests population in Sherford to 2031 will 

generate at least 3 hockey teams, including 1 senior women’s and 2 junior teams.  It is likely 

that a men’s team would also form; although the TGR for men’s hockey is relatively high, 

the age profile of the development is likely to support the formation of a men’s team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 6.10: TGRs and Potential Change to Number of Hockey Teams in West Devon: 2014–

2024 and 2014-2031 

Sport and Age Groups 
No. of 

teams 

Current 

popn in 
TGR  

Future 

popn  

Potential 

change in 

Future 

popn  

Potential 

change in 
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in age 

group 

(2014)  

age 

group 

(2014) 

in age 

group 

(2024) 

no. of 

teams in 

age group 

2014-2024 

in age 

group 

(2031) 

no. of 

teams in 

age group 

2014-2031 

Hockey - Senior Mens (16-55 

yrs) 

  

4 12,184 3046 11,767 No change 11,963 No change 

Hockey - Senior Womens 

(16-55 yrs) 
4 12,482 3121 12,021 No change 12,172 No change 

Hockey - Junior (11-15 yrs) 9 2,897 332 3,248 +1 (10) 3,435 +1 (10) 

Source: Population data: Office of National Statistics, 2012-based Subnational Population Projections: 2012-2031(May 

2014) 

6.29 The above table shows that: 

• Senior Hockey (Mens and Womens) – in the periods 2014 - 2024 and 2014 - 2031 the 

number of adults aged between 16 and 55 (the age groups that typically play senior 

hockey) will fall slightly, and therefore, based on latest population projections, future 

participation in senior hockey in West Devon to 2024 and 2031 is likely to remain 

broadly in line with current levels, with no increase in the number of teams anticipated 

as a result of population change.  

• Junior Hockey – in the period 2014 - 2024 the number of young people aged between 

11 and 15 (the age groups that typically play junior hockey) is projected to increase, 

creating additional demand in West Devon equivalent to 1 junior hockey team.  

Looking further ahead to 2031, these figures remain unchanged. 

 

C CONSIDERATION OF LATENT, UNMET AND DISPLACED DEMAND 

6.30 Sport England Market Segmentation data presented earlier in this section can also be used 

to estimate the proportion of the population that participate.  This suggests that there is 

potential to increase adult hockey participation by up to 57% in South Hams.  Around 236 

people currently play hockey, with about 135 residents indicating that they would like to 

play (or play more) hockey.  The corresponding figures for West Devon are that there is 

potential to increase adult hockey participation by up to 57%.  Around 155 people currently 

play, with about 89 residents indicating that they would like to play (or play more) hockey.  

6.31 This potential rate of increase is similar to county and national figures. Most of this latent 

demand is   from residents in the main market segments that currently play.   Given current 

TGRs, this would not result in additional teams; however, it is likely that squad sizes will 

increase or players may play for gender specific and mixed teams. 

6.32 There are generally less senior participants playing hockey in the both South Hams and West 

Devon than in Devon as a whole, with some capacity to develop more junior participation 

in certain age groups.   England Hockey states that there is a proportion of the population 

wanting to play hockey in South Hams, especially in the younger age groups and there may 

be some possible retention issues for the local clubs.   Appropriate hockey programmes 

need to be put in place.  

Cross boundary issues 
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6.33 Two clubs from within the South Hams train within the district but play their matches on AGPs 

outside.   Ivybridge Junior Hockey club plays in a Friday night league at the UCP Marjon 

AGP in Plymouth (it trains on the 3g AGP at Ivybridge Community College.)   Dart Hockey 

Club is now playing at Westexe in Exeter as its home pitch at KEVICC, Totnes, is no longer 

sanctioned by the league for matches.   

6.34 The provision of additional sand AGPs for hockey in Plymouth may attract players from the 

South Hams, notably Ivybridge, as there is no sand based AGP in the town. 

D LOCAL TRENDS IN PARTICIPATION AND CLUB SPECIFIC DEVELOPMENT PLANS AND     

ASPIRATIONS 

South Hams 

6.35 All the clubs have capacity to expand in their junior and adult sections, but facility limitations 

referred to above are constraining this.  Both Dart and Kingsbridge & Salcombe Hockey 

clubs are keen to expand their membership and league teams.   Kingsbridge & Salcombe 

HC are currently developing their junior provision which has been limited in the past by lack 

of floodlighting on the pitch.   At Ivybridge there is a very clear demand for junior 

participation, but in terms of developing adult participation it is restricted by the AGP 

surface.  However, it could become a possible Rush Hockey site if adequate time was 

available. 

West Devon 

6.36 As in South Hams, all three hockey clubs in West Devon have capacity to expand their senior 

and/or junior sections, although facility capacity limitations at Tavistock have an impact.  

England Hockey has established a genuine demand for the sport across the district and 

highlighting the need for suitable AGP facilities. As there is a relatively high latent demand 

for hockey, clubs and facility providers can target these groups by organizing the right 

programmes to engage new participants into hockey.   The results show that there is a need 

for junior playing opportunities within the area to be enhanced, especially in the Tavistock 

area.  Tavistock HC is currently developing their junior provision which has been limited in 

the past. 

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR HOCKEY IN SOUTH HAMS ? 

 

Table 6.11: Summary of Latent, Displaced and Future Demand for hockey in South Hams 

Reason for more 

teams 

Men’s 

teams 

Ladies’ 

teams 

Youth 

teams 

Notes 

Population 

growth to 2031 

  +4  

Population 

growth in 

Sherford to 2031 

+1 +1 +1  

Latent & 

displaced 

demand 

+1 +1 +2  

Aspirations +1 +2 +3  

TOTAL +3 +4 +10  

 

6.37 The implications for this in terms of a requirement for more AGPs are as follows. 
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6.38 There is some capacity within South Hams – at Kingsbridge Community College AGP, but 

the loss of KEVICC is having a severe effect and the Ivybridge AGP is available for training 

only.  Two hockey clubs are looking to expand which will have an impact on the sand based 

facilities on Saturday and for training.  One club – Dart – is having to play in Exeter due to 

the closure of KEVICC for matches.   The provision of sand AGP facilities in the surrounding 

area of Plymouth is at capacity.   

6.39 This suggests need for: 

• Sherford: one sand based artificial turf pitch; and  

• Rest of South Hams: one sand based artificial turf pitch. 

 

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR HOCKEY IN WEST DEVON ? 

 

Table 6.12: Summary of Latent, Displaced and Future Demand for hockey in West Devon 

Reason for more 

teams 

Men’s 

teams 

Ladies’ 

teams 

Youth teams Notes 

Population 

growth to 2031 

  +1  

Latent & 

displaced 

demand 

    

Aspirations +2 +2 +4  

TOTAL +2 +2 +4  

 

6.40 The implications for this in terms of a requirement for more AGPs are as follows. 

6.41 There is possible adequate provision for hockey with West Devon.   However, there is a 

community access issue with the Mount Kelly AGP site for Saturday hockey which limits the 

number of teams and matches that can be played on Saturdays and is a possible constraint 

on the development of Tavistock HC.  The AGP at Mount Kelly will need to be refurbished in 

the next few years.     A site with good community access would enable Tavistock HC to 

develop and grow participation in the sport, especially with junior and ladies’ hockey.    

6.42 Launceston Ladies HC, just across the County border in Cornwall, currently play and train in 

Liskeard as there is no suitable AGP facility in their home town.  If there was a site in Tavistock 

with improved community access then there is the possibility of the club relocating.  At 

present, this is an impossibility due to the Saturday time restrictions placed on the Mount 

Kelly site. 

6.43 The possibility of a new sand dressed AGP based at Mount Kelly will alleviate the issues over 

access and help to increase participation in Tavistock. 

6.44 This suggests need for: 

• One sand based artificial turf pitch (if access to existing pitches cannot be increased). 

 

D  Forthcoming Changes to Supply 

6.45 Other possible changes to provision to be considered further under the Strategy. 
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OTHER ARTIFICIAL GRASS PITCHES (3g) 

Table 6.13: Full size 3g AGPs within SOUTH HAMS/WEST DEVON 

Local Authority Site Name 

Facility 

Sub 

Type 

Size 

(m) Access Type 

Ownership 

Type/ 

Management 

type 

Year Built/  

Refurb (R) 

South Hams Ivybridge 

Community 

College 

3G 110X

70 

Sports 

Club/Commu

nity 

Association – 

Education/in 

house 

Community 

school 

2009(R) 

South Hams Ivybridge 

Community 

College 

3G 39x3

2 

Sports 

Club/Commu

nity 

Association – 

Education/in 

house 

Community 

school 

2005 (R) 

West Devon Tavistock 

College 

3G 100x

60 

Community 

School 

Pay and play 2009 

 
Table 6.14: Full size 3g AGPs within SOUTH HAMS/WEST DEVON – QUALITY RATINGS 

 

Ground 

Overall Pitch 

Quality Score 

Site audit rating/ comments 

Ivybridge Community 

College 

80 Good.  Is on Register of FA 3g FTPs for 

matchplay 

Ivybridge Community 

College (half pitch) 

71 Standard 

Tavistock College 75 Standard.  Is on Register of FA 3g FTPs for 

matchplay 

 
Table 6.15: 3G AGPs within 30 minutes’ drive time of central points within South Hams and 

West Devon 
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Site Name 

Facility Sub 

Type Size (m) F
lo

o
d

li
t?

 

Access Type 

Ownership 

Type/ 

Managemen

t type 

Year Built/  

Refurb (R) 

Plymstock 

School Sports 

Centre 

Rubber 

crumb (3G)  

100 x 60 Yes Sports Club / 

Community 

Association 

Education/ 

In house 

2008 

Devonport 

High School for 

Boys, Plymouth 

Rubber 

crumb (3g) 

Full  98 x 

62 

Yes Sports Club / 

Community 

Association 

Education/in 

house 

2013 

Keyham, 

Plymouth 

IRB 22 4g Full Yes Sports Club / 

Community 

Association 

MoD 2012? 

UCP Marjon 

Sport, 

Plymouth 

Rubber 

crumb (3g) – 

IRB22 

Full Yes Pay and Play 

 

Education/in 

house 

Opening 

2014 

HMS Drake, 

Plymouth 

Rubber 

crumb (3g) 

Full  104 x 

65 

Yes Private Use MoD n/a 

Ashmoor 

Recreation 

Centre, 

Ashburton 

Rubber 

crumb (3g) 

100m x 

60m 

Yes  Academy Education/in 

house 

2003 

 

AGPS FOR FOOTBALL 

Pitch Supply 

6.46 Whilst competitive football is still primarily played on grass pitches, artificial pitches are 

frequently used for football training and are becoming more commonplace for competitive 

play (and are now approved surfaces by FIFA). 

6.47 There are a variety of different surfaces of AGPs and their suitability for football is as follows; 

• long pile 3g with shock pad – suitable for football and rugby training & matches 

(IRB22) (pile should be 50mm or 60mm);  

• long pile 3g – preferred surface for football (pile should be 50mm or 60mm); 

• sand filled – acceptable surface for football training; 

• sand dressed – acceptable surface for football training ; 

• water based – acceptable surface for football training if irrigated; and 

• 40mm 3G (short pile) is permitted for match play if there is a shock pad installed and 

it meets the FIFA 1* accreditation 
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6.48 The FA has recently changed the standard code of rules regarding the use of 3G football 

turf pitches, to become effective from 2014/15 season.  Provided a football turf pitch has 

been tested and appears on the FA Register it will be allowed to be used for match play in 

all competitions outside the National League System (NLS) i.e. Step 7 and below including 

womens and youth football.  The test is based on the British Standard for synthetic turf sports 

surfaces – BS EN 15330-1 and must be carried out by a recognized test house accredited by 

FIFA and/or having ISO 17025 accreditation by UKAS .  The facility operator should 

commission and pay for the cost of this.    The AGP at Ivybridge is apparently undergoing 

this test in order to host English School soccer fixtures.  

Demand for AGP facilities for training and matches 

6.49 As outlined earlier in this report, the majority of demand for AGPs for football is for training 

purposes. Some of the clubs in South Hams and West Devon that have formal training 

sessions use AGPs; however, the sparcity of pitches available – two full size and one half size 

AGP in Ivybridge and Tavistock only - suggests that less clubs than in other areas of Devon 

have access to these opportunities.   A relatively high proportion of football clubs appear 

to train on grass.      While almost all junior clubs train at least once per week, a lower 

proportion of adult teams have formal training sessions (although some may play in 5 a side 

leagues during midweek).   

6.50 In some parts of Devon, notably Torbay and Plymouth, there is evidence that increasing 

numbers of junior teams and senior sides either are or aspire to play their matches on 3g 

surfaces.  This trend is not apparent in South Hams and West Devon, but this is likely to be 

because of the lack of these surfaces for community use in these two authorities. 

6.51 From research, a consideration of the findings from the FPM (see below), current usage of 

existing facilities (see AGP programming summaries below), and club responses, there is 

demand identified for 3g AGPs to serve: 

• The Totnes area 

• The Okehampton area 

6.52 There are a number of considerations to be borne in mind for appropriate locations and 

whether these facilities should be rugby compliant.  These will be considered further in the 

development of the full Playing Pitch Strategy. 

Table 6.16: Typical Programming for a 3g AGP 

 

Formal of football and 

time allocated 

Days and times allocated Match equivalent sessions 

available 

• Mini Soccer 5v5  • Saturday 9am-10am • 4 matches (4 per hour) 

• Mini Soccer 7v7 • Saturday 10am- 12pm • 4 matches (2 per hour) 

• 9v9 football • Sunday 12pm-3pm • 4 matches (2  in every 

1.5 hours) 

• Youth 11v11 • See below • 0 matches 

• Adult 11v11 • Saturday 3pm-5pm 

• Saturday 5pm-7pm 

• Sunday 10am-12pm 

• 5 matches (1 in every 2 

hours) 

•  

•  
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• Sunday 2pm-4pm 

• Friday night match 7pm-

9pm 

• *for stadia 3G pitches only 

- Tues 7-10pm 

•  

•  

•  

• *1 additional match 

 

6.53 The size of these pitches and surface specification to be further considered. 

6.54 There are a number of smaller MUGA type facilities throughout the South Hams and West 

Devon; several areas have indicated their desire/need for such smaller facilities and these 

will be included within the Strategy.  

6.55 The FA have devised an internal mapping exercise to establish an estimated baseline figure 

of the number of additional 3G Football Turf Pitches needed to serve the current number of 

affiliated football teams in a Local Authority; note this excludes 5 a-side Small Sided Teams. 

The estimate uses the following assumptions: 

6.56 A full sized 3G Football Turf Pitch (3g FTP)  is estimated to provide 55 training slots for affiliated 

football team use (per week), 44 pay and play slots and 11 commercial slots ( a slot is 

determined as one 1/3rd of a pitch for 1 hour).  The total number of slots therefore available 

on a full size FTP is 108.    (Source: The FA model utilises the latest Sport England research 

‘AGP’s:  The state of the Nation 2012’ which evidenced that on AGPs built since 2001, 51% 

of usage was from sports clubs, 40% pay and play and 9% commercial. Therefore working 

on assumption that facilities are available from 6pm-10pm midweek and 9am-5pm on 

weekends, the model calibrates the number of slots available for clubs on each pitch type 

and then assesses the deficiencies.  This is an indicative, internal assessment grid for the FA.   

6.57 The findings from this research as it pertains to South Hams and West Devon still has to be 

discussed. 

AGPS FOR RUGBY 

 

6.58 AGPs are becoming recognized surfaces for both matchplay and training for rugby.  They 

need to be IRB22 compliant, and can be used by football as well, although the dimensions 

are slightly bigger than a football compliant 3G AGP.   The cost of a rugby compliant 3G is 

also higher as the posts are larger, so that they can cost between £100-£150k more than a 

football compliant 3G.  However, they can accommodate both sports for matchplay and 

training, and can also meet demand for training from American football.     

6.59 Any club’s aspirations to create an AGP to reduce the impact on the grass pitches for 

training would ensure that the capacity of grass pitches to accommodate other match 

play and training would be increased.   An IRB22 accredited AGP would also be usable for 

competitive fixtures.  

6.60 The information received from rugby clubs in South Hams and West Devon on their training 

needs demonstrates the demand that exists for wet weather training facilities for rugby 

across the two authorities. 

6.61 In some cases, this demand may be best met by a full size surface, but there may also be a 

demand for half size pitches or even training ‘pads’. 

6.62 There are a number of considerations around the siting of such facilities (which also apply 

generally to AGPs), including: 
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• The pattern of use; ideally an IRB22 AGP would require a balance of use between 

football and rugby to ensure the greatest community use.  Ideally it would be 

delivered in a partnership between the RFC, the FA, the local authority and, where 

appropriate, an education provider  

 

• Management of the site and linkages to existing community use and networks to 

ensure the site is sustainable 

 
• The need to raise revenue for sinking fund (£25,000 p.a.) capable of replacing the 

AGP within 10-15 years (this excludes annual maintenance costs) 

 
• Each proposed development needs to be accompanied by sustainable business and 

usage plans 

 
• The advantages of siting such facilities on education sites – may mean full use during 

the day, but can limit daytime use by other organizations 

 
• Location – does the proposed site fit with the strategic need in South Hams and West 

Devon?  (see Appendix 3 for possible locations) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

7A. Key Findings & Issues by Pitch Sport 
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7.1 Section 7A is based on Appendix 1g from the Sport England website, which poses a number 

of questions for a Key Findings and Issues Paper. 

• What are the main characteristics of the current supply of provision?   

• Is the provision that is accessible of sufficient quality and appropriately maintained? 

• What are the main characteristics of the current demand for provision? 
• Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet current 

demand? 

• What are the main characteristics of the future supply and demand for provision?  

• Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet future 

demand? 

 

7.2 Section 7B sets out a commentary of the two authorities by major town and sub area. 

 

1  What are the main characteristics of the current supply of provision?   

1.1 Football  

 
South Hams – Football Pitch Distribution 

• 88 pitches recorded in the South Hams: 38 adult, 30 junior 11v11, 6 9v9, 1 youth 7v7 

and 13 mini.    There are 6 pitches in the Dartmouth Sub Area, 48 In Ivybridge Sub Area, 

13 in Kingsbridge Sub Area and 21 in Totnes Sub Area. 

• 2 disused adult pitches have been recorded – at Heathfield, Ivybridge and at Totnes 

Pavilions (now rugby pitch). 

• Out of 88 pitches, 67 available to the community; rest are mostly junior pitches on 

school sites.  There may be scope to open these up for community use if pitch quality 

is improved and/or changing rooms provided/made available.  Schools thus make a 

significant contribution to overall stock, especially for junior pitches. 

• Around two thirds of football pitches are on single pitch sites. 

• The main multi football pitch sport sites (other than at secondary schools) are in 

Ivybridge at Filham Park and Erme Valley Playing Fields and at Malborough Playing 

Fields, just outside Kingsbridge.   

West Devon – Football Pitch Distribution 

• 53 football pitches recorded:  16 in the North Sub Area (6 adult, 7 junior, 1 9v9 and 2 

mini) and 37 in the South Sub Area (18 adult, 14 junior and 5 mini).   

• Out of 53, 32 are currently recorded as being unavailable for community use – these 

are mainly at primary schools in the borough; again use may be able to be made of 

them if quality improved and/or changing rooms provided.    

• The two secondary schools make important contributions to the stock (Okehampton 

Community College and Tavistock Community College).  A few primary schools are 

also used by junior teams (e.g. in Horrabridge).    

• 80% of football pitches are on single pitch sites.  In the North Sub Area, only one site 

has more than one pitch (The Wordens at North Tawton), and in the South Sub Area 

there are three multiple pitch sites: Tavistock Community College, Crowndale and 

Mary Tavy Recreation Ground. 

• 4 disused adult pitches are listed:  Follygate & Inwardleigh, Northlew, Lady Seaton 

Playing Field at Crapstone and Whitchurch Common.    An adult and a junior pitch at 

Mary Tavy Recreation Field are being recorded as out of use at present.  
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Pitches in the South Hams and West Devon are generally well distributed in relation to the 

population they serve; with provisos as follows: 

• Pitches in the Plymouth Fringe (analysed within the Ivybridge Sub Area) are meeting 

demand from Plymouth – in particular Staddiscombe (mostly Plymouth University 

teams) -  but also pitches at Plymouth Argaum and Frankfort Park, Brixton.  There are 

insufficient football pitches in Kingsbridge and demand is met at Malborough playing 

fields. 

• Other than use of KEVICC football pitches in Totnes, football pitches to meet demand 

in Totnes (Totnes and Dartington FC) are met at Foxhole and Meadowbrook grounds 

in Dartington. 

• There are insufficient pitches to meet demand in Ivybridge, particularly for youth 

teams and teams play at various sites around the locality. 

• There are insufficient pitches to meet demand in Okehampton and pitches are 

severely overplayed as a result. 

1.2 Cricket 

• Pitches are generally well distributed.  With regard to the main towns: 

− In South Hams, Totnes is served by a pitch at Dartington Foxhole, Ivybridge has 

a new pitch at Filham Park; Kingsbridge CC plays in the town at The Butts.  There 

is no cricket pitch in Dartmouth (the nearest is at Stoke Fleming)  

− In West Devon, there is an artificial wicket in Simmons Park, Okehampton (with 

aspirations to increase use).  Tavistock cricket pitches lie outside the town.       

• Most sites are local authority (parish council usually) owned or on clubs’ own sites 

where they either own the ground or have a lease.  Security of tenure is an issue for 

some clubs notably Holbeton (Flete Park) and Yealmpton Athletic Ground in South 

Hams and Tavistock CC and Yelverton Bohemians Ground in West Devon.  

South Hams – Cricket Pitch Distribution 

• There are 22 sites containing facilities for cricket in South Hams. Of these 22 sites, 18 

are available for community use and used, and 4 are described as sites where cricket 

is no longer played (Moorhaven, Erme Playing Fields (pitch moved to Filham Park), 

Totnes Borough Park (pitch moved to Foxhole Dartington) and Slapton (although the 

team still play somewhere!). 

• The 18 sites in use comprise 17 grass squares and 8 non-turf wickets.   7 grounds have 

both – the only ground recorded as having solely a non-turf wicket is at Malborough. 

• Of 22 pitches, 9 are shared with adult football, 2 with junior football and one with junior 

rugby pitches, but no issues have been raised in regard to this. 

West Devon – Cricket Pitch Distribution 

• There are 20 sites containing facilities for cricket in West Devon., 7 of which are shared 

with football.  18 sites are classed as available for community use and used, and 2 are 

sites where cricket is no longer played (North Tawton and Brentor). 

• The 18 sites in use comprise 15 grass squares and 9 non-turf wickets.   6 grounds have 

both. The three grounds recorded as solely having a non-turf wicket are at Tavistock 

Community College, Okehampton and Hatherleigh’s second pitch. 

• The only cricket facilities recorded on school sites are at Tavistock Community College 

and Okehampton Community College (both artificial wickets). 
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1.3 Rugby 

• Rugby clubs have become established in all the main towns (Totnes, Ivybridge, 

Kingsbridge, Dartmouth, Okehampton and Tavistock) and there are additional clubs 

in North Tawton, Salcombe and at Horsham Playing Fields (owned by Plymouth Albion 

Oaks RFC) and Plymouth Argaum’s site north of Plymouth.  

South Hams – Rugby Pitch Distribution 

• 17 adult and 4 mini/midi pitches recorded in South Hams on 12 sites.  3 adult pitches 

on school sites (Ivybridge Community College, Kingsbridge Community College and 

KEVICC Totnes, of which only Kingsbridge (Belle Hill) records community use).  1 of the 

adult pitches is at Staddiscombe and 3 at Horsham, used by Plymouth teams 

(University of Plymouth students and Plymouth Albion Oaks RFC respectively). 

• 14 dedicated pitches and 3 on shared sites (junior football at Norton in Dartmouth, 

Filham Park (2 mini/midi pitches with cricket) and range of other pitches at 

Staddiscombe.    

• Although all the sites apart from Staddiscombe & Salcombe have more than one 

adult pitch, only one – Kingsbridge RFC – has a combination adult and mini/midi 

pitches on the same site. 

West Devon – Rugby Pitch Distribution 

• West Devon has 10 adult and 8 mini/midi pitches on 7 sites.   

• 2 of the adult and 6 of the mini/midi pitches are on school sites: 2 adult pitches at 

Okehampton Community College (although one is more accurately a large junior 

pitch; both are used by the community), 2 mini/midi at Tavistock College and 4 

mini/midi at Mount Kelly – the latter two sites have no community use or availability 

recorded.    The school pitches have other pitch users on the site.   

• Although all the sites have more than one pitch, only North Tawton RFC has a 

combination of adult and mini/midi pitches on the same site. 

1.4 Hockey 

The distribution of hockey clubs is related to where there are appropriate sand based 

AGPs, as follows: 

• KEVICC AGP, Totnes: home of Dart Hockey Club but currently unusable for matchplay 

due to poor condition, and the club has been displaced for matches.  Recognised 

by .EH and clubs as urgent priority for upgrade. 

• Kingsbridge Community College AGP: home of Kingsbridge and Salcome HC and 

Dartmouth Ladies HC.  Deteriorating condition due to poor maintenance; pitch may 

be unusable in the near future.  Clubs have to pay for use of changing rooms, 

additional to pitch hire. 

• RN Bickleigh Barracks  AGP (MOD) –has been available for community use in the past 

but recorded as no longer available, as no teams based here. 
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• Mount Kelly, Tavistock AGP used by Tavistock HC.  AGP considered to be in need of 

refurbishing within next 4 years.  Changing facilities poor. Limited access on Saturday’s 

due to school usage 

• OCRA/Okehampton Community College: used by Okehampton Men’s and Ladies 

Hockey Clubs and a friendly social hockey club. Good condition; refurbished in 2009. 

New clubhouse facility has given the clubs a base.  

• The previously sand based pitch at Dartmouth Britannia RNC (MoD) has now been 

replaced by a 3g surface (no community use). 

• Hockey AGPs with community access within 30 minutes of South Hams (Ivybridge) and 

West Devon (Tavistock/Okehampton) are: Torbay Leisure Centre, Paignton; and 

Brickfields Sports Centre, Lipson Sports Centre and UCP Marjon Sport AGPs in Plymouth.    

Capacity Issues in Plymouth – no provision available.   The pitch at UCP Marjon is used 

for league matches by Ivybridge Junior HC which trains on the 3g AGP at Ivybridge 

Community College.   Dart HC (training at KEVICC) is currently playing its matches at 

Westexe Community College in Exeter. 

 

2 Is the provision that is accessible of sufficient quality and appropriately 
maintained? 

2.1 Football   

South Hams: Football Pitch Site Quality 

• Pitches and changing facilities at 3 sites assessed in Dartmouth are all rated as 

standard.    

• In Ivybridge Sub Area, at 13 sites assessed, pitches at 2 sites rated as good (Erme Valley 

Playing Fields and Yealmpton Athletic Ground).  All other pitches rated as standard. 

• 7 sites in Ivybridge Sub Area rated as poor for changing facilities; a further 3 sites have 

no changing facilities.  

• In  Kingsbridge sub area, at 6 sites assessed, all pitches and changing facilities rated 

as standard apart from poor changing at 2 sites and no changing at a further 2 sites, 

• In Totnes Sub Area, out of 9 sites, good rated pitches at G J Churchward ground in 

Stoke Gabriel and Foxhole, Dartington and 1 poor rated pitch.  No changing facilities 

at 4 sites.   All other sites rated as standard. 

West Devon – Football Pitch Site Quality 

• Out of 7 sites assessed in North Sub Area, all pitches and changing facilities rated as 

standard with the exception of: 

− Good pitches (2 adult) at Chagford Memorial Ground and a poor pitch at South 

Zeal Recreation ground 

− Changing facilities – good at Okehampton Community College and Chagford; 

poor at The Wordens, North Tawton.  

• Out of 10 sites assessed in South Sub Area, good pitches and changing facilities at 

Crowndale and Langsford Park in Tavistock.  One poor pitch site and 2 poor changing 

facilities recorded. 

• Some issues with maintenance, particularly cost (from Parish Councils) 

 



 

 

                                         South Hams and West Devon Playing Pitch Strategy: Needs Assessment 185 

2.2 Cricket 

South Hams – Cricket Pitch Quality 

• Out of 18 sites assessed, 6 pitches rated as good: 2 pitches at Cornwood CC, Filham 

Park, Yealmpton Athletic Ground, Harberton CC and J E Eastley Ground at Stoke 

Gabriel. 

• Other issues worthy of note:  Roborough cricket ground is in desperate need of 

improvement to all weather pitch, nets and pavilion (poor).   Butts Park, Newton Ferrers 

– old changing facilities. 

• Poor artificial surfaces recorded at 3 sites and poor net facilities at 2 sites.     

West Devon – Cricket Pitch Quality 

• A number of very nice grounds and facilities.  Out of 18 assessed: rated as good – War 

Memorial Ground, Chagford; Hatherleigh CC main pitch; J E Eastley Ground, Stoke 

Gabriel; Lewdown cricket pitch; Tavistock Cricket Club;, Whitchurch Wayfarers CC 

and Yelverton Bohemians CC. 

• No real issues over poor quality identified; some apart from artificial wicket needing 

replacing at Spreyton.    

2.3 Rugby 

Quality of pitches assessed by type of drainage (DO – D3) and maintenance regime (M0 – 

M2) which sets their capacity. 

South Hams - quality of pitches 

• Better pitches (M1/D2 or above) are: Ivybridge Cross-in-Hand and Rutt Park; High 

House, Kingsbridge main pitch;  Two Meads, Salcombe; Norton Park, Dartmouth ; 

Borough Park, Totnes main pitch, and Horsham Playing Fields’ pitches. 

• Poorer pitches (MO/D1 or M1/DO): Belle Hill, Kingsbridge; Borough Park, Totnes 2nd 

pitch and mini pitches; Staddiscombe pitch;, KEVICC pitch; 

West Devon – quality of pitches 

• Better pitches (M1/D2 or above) are:  Tavistock Sandy Park main pitch. 

• Poorer pitches (MO/D1 or M1/DO): Okehampton RFC’s pitches and Tavistock RFC 

Sandy Park 3 other pitches. 

2.4 Quality of hockey AGPs summarised under 1.4. 

 

 

3  What are the main characteristics of the current demand for provision? 
 

Numbers of teams have been established and the Needs Assessments set out where these 

play.  There do not seem to be any particular geographical concentrations of demand 

for particular pitch types. 
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3.1 Football – Demand  

 

South Hams 

 
• In South Hams, 120 teams are recorded as playing within the local authority area – this 

includes 28 teams generated in Plymouth (although they may include members who 

live in the South Hams).   23 of these play at Staddiscombe.   

• Of 92 teams generated within the South Hams there are 35 adult male teams, no 

ladies or girls teams, 3 x u18 men teams, 29 u12 – u17 boys’ teams and 25 u11 boys 

teams. 

• There are some flourishing clubs in South Hams with a wide range of junior teams 

notably: 

− Stoke Gabriel FC (J Churchward Memorial Ground) – outgrowing facilities 

− Ivybridge Town FC  (Erme Valley Playing Fields) – outgrowing facilities 

− Totnes & Dartington FC (Foxhole, Dartington)  – can manage with occasional 

use of Meadowbrook and use of KEVICC school pitches. 

 

• There are a number of healthy junior clubs in addition to the junior sections of the clubs 

above: 

− Manstow FC (Filham Park) 

− Modbury Youth (QEII Playing Fields) (growing) 

− KM United Youth (Malborough Playing Fields 

− Ugborough Youth (having to find own junior pitches at Trinaways and also using 

Palstone Park, South Brent) 

West Devon 

• In West Devon, 76 teams football teams recorded: 28 adult, 2 Ladies, 2 junior girls, 1 

u18 male, 23 u12 – u17 boys’ teams and 21 u11 teams. 

 

• There are some flourishing clubs in West Devon with a wide range of junior teams 

notably:  

− Okehampton Argyle FC; Tavistock Community FC, and Tavistock AFC,  

− North Tawton FC and Horrabridge Rangers FC  run senior and junior sides 

− Lifton FC runs  2 Saturday and 5 junior teams off one pitch - overused 

3.2 Cricket – Demand 

 
• 17 cricket clubs recorded in South Hams, fielding 61 teams in total: 36 adult, 22 youth, 

2 Ladies and 1 girls.  10 clubs field just one team.  Clubs fielding a mix of adult and 

junior teams are: Cornwood CC; Ivybridge CC, Kingsbridge CC, Dartington & Totnes 

CC, Harberton CC and Stoke Gabriel CC.  Only Cornwood CC fields a ladies/girls side. 

• Of 14 clubs in West Devon, 55 teams are fielded; 36 adult, 16 youth, 2 ladies and 1 girls.   

6 clubs field 1 team only.  Clubs fielding a mix of adult and junior teams are Hatherleigh 

CC, Whitchurch Wayfarers CC, Yelverton Bohemians CC, Lewdown CC and Tavistock 

CC.  Two clubs field ladies/girls teams. 

3.3 Rugby - demand 

 
• The seven rugby clubs recorded as playing in South Hams field 62 teams altogether.  

(Plymouth Albion Oaks (fielding 14 teams)which plays at its own ground – Horsham 

Playing Fields – just outside the Plymouth city boundary has been discounted for the 

purposes of working out team generation rates, as members come from Plymouth).   

• Of the remaining 48 teams, these comprise: 12 adult, 1 colts, 3 girls, 13 u12–u16s and 

16 u11s: 
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− Plymouth Argaum fields 3 teams 

− Dartmouth 1 team 

− Ivybridge 14 teams (full range adult, youth and minis incl. 1 girls’ team 

− Kingsbridge 15 teams (full range adult, youth and minis incl. 2 girls’ team 

− Salcombe 6 teams (inc. 4 minis) 

− Totnes 9 teams (including 6 junior and minis) 

 

• There are 3 clubs in West Devon: Tavistock RFC fields 15 teams including 2 girls’ teams; 

Okehampton RFC fields 12 teams, and North Tawton fields one adult men’s and one 

ladies’ team.  This gives a total of 29 teams: 6 adults and colts; 1 ladies and 2 girls, 12 

u12–u17s and 10 teams of u11s and below. 

3.4 Hockey – demand 

 
• There are 4 hockey clubs based in the South Hams: Dartmouth Ladies H C and 

Kingsbridge & Salcombe HC, each running 1 ladies team; Dart HC running a range of 

men’s, ladies and junior teams, and Ivybridge Junior HC running 5 junior teams on 

Ivybridge Community College’s 3g AGP and K&S establishing a junior team this season 

2014/15.  In total there are 17 teams - 2 men’s, 5 ladies, 1 junior mixed, 4 girls and 5 

boys. 

• There are 4 hockey clubs based in West Devon: Okehampton Columbine Ladies – 4 

teams ladies and girls; Okehampton men’s – 4 teams, men and boys; Tavistock HC – 

running a full range of ladies, men’s and juniors, and Spreyton Hockey club – a social 

mixed team.  Again, 17 teams in total – 4 men, 4 ladies, 1 mixed, 6 boys and 2 girls. 

 

4 Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet 

current demand? 
 

4.1 Football - Capacity 

 
Peak time is Sat pm for senior play and Sun am for junior play (with exception of Ivybridge 

where peak time for junior play is Sat am.).   West Devon adult play is peak time Sat pm; 

junior peak time is Sat am (53% of play compared to 44% on Sun am). 

South Hams - Football 

• There is spare capacity at most sites in the South Hams.   Out of 33 sites, sites which are 

judged to have very little spare capacity or are at capacity or overused are: 

 

− QEII, Modbury; Filham Park Ivybridge;  Erme Playing Fields Ivybridge; Malborough 

Playing Fields; G J Churchward Ground, Stoke Gabriel; and Foxhole, Dartington 

 

• In addition, pitches which have no spare capacity at peak times (mainly because 

they are fielding 2 Saturday adult sides) are:  

 

− Longross, Dartmouth; Lee Moor Recreation Ground (adult pitch); Triniways at 

Ugborough (junior matches); Roborough Sports Ground; Poole Lane, East 

Allington; Loddiswell Playing Fields; The Hams, Harbertonford and Palstone Park, 

South Brent. 

 

• All other sites have spare capacity both during the week and at peak times. 

• 8 single pitch village sites are recorded as fielding one team only (i.e. one match every 

fortnight).   
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• Five 11v11 junior pitches are sustaining very limited use or not being used at all.  

West Devon – Football 

• Likewise, there is spare capacity at many sites in West Devon.   Out of 17 sites, those 

which are judged to have very little spare capacity or are at capacity or overused 

are: 

 

− Okehampton Community College (overused); Simmons Park (Okehampton 

Argyle FC’s pitch); Wordens, North Tawton; Lifton Playing Field; Crowndale in 

Tavistock and Langsford Park (Tavistock AFC ground). 

 

• In addition, pitches which have no spare capacity at peak times are: Hatherleigh 

Recreation Ground and Walkhampton Playing Field. 

• All other sites have spare capacity both during the week and at peak times.  

• 6 single pitch village sites are recorded as fielding one team only 

• Some junior pitches are not being used e.g.  Bratton Clovelly (9v9 pitch) 

• Across South Hams and West Devon, a number of junior teams are not playing on age 

appropriate pitches.   In particular, a number of U13/U14/u15 & u16 teams are playing 

on full adult size pitches when they should be playing on appropriate youth sized 

pitches. Also some u11 and u12 teams are playing on adult pitches when they should 

be playing on 9v9 pitches. 

Training: A number of clubs train on their home ground.  Use is also made of artificial grass 

pitches (both sand based and 3g) although these are located in the main towns and village 

sides tend to train on their pitches.    Many clubs mentioned lack (and cost) of appropriate 

training facilities as a problem. 

4.2 Cricket - Capacity 

In cricket, the capacity for match play is determined both by number of wickets and pitch 

quality.    Pattern of play:   

• In South Hams, 6% of adult play is during the week, 42% on Saturday afternoons and 

52% on Sunday mornings 

• In West Devon, 19% of play is midweek, 44% on Saturdays and 37% on Sundays 

• In both area, 100% of junior play is midweek evenings. 

South Hams 

• 7 pitches in the South Hams have 10 or more wickets: Cornwood CC’s two pitches; 

Ivybridge CC; Roborough Sports Ground; Kingsbridge CC; Dartington CC at Foxhole 

and Harberton CC.  All the other pitches have between 4 and 9 wickets. 

• 8 cricket pitches are judged to be operating within capacity. 

• 7 cricket pitches are operating close to capacity, but could increase capacity 

through either increasing the number of wickets, making greater use of the artificial 

wicket or improving maintenance, as follows:  

− Stoke Fleming cricket pitch; Newton Ferrers Cricket pitch, Butts Park; Ivybridge 

CC, Filham Park; Roborough Cricket pitch; Wembury Cricket Pitch; Kingsbridge 

Cricket pitch, The Butts; Malborough cricket pitch;  

• 3 cricket pitches are operating close to capacity with little scope to increase: 

− Cornwood CC, Oak Park 

− Holbeton Cricket pitch, Flete House (but not mentioned as issue by club)  
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− Stoke Gabriel Cricket pitch, J E Eastley Mem. Ground: Relatively small square 

restricts number of wickets. No scope to enlarge square within pitch. Not 

mentioned as an issue by club. 

West Devon 

• 6 pitches in West Devon have 10 or more wickets.  All the other pitches have 

between 4 and 9 wickets, apart from the Elephant’s Nest at Horndon (3 wickets) and 

Tavistock and Okehampton Community College pitches and Hatherleigh CC’s 

second pitch, which are all artificial only. 

− 8 cricket pitches are judged to be operating within capacity. 

− 5 cricket pitches are operating close to capacity, but could increase capacity 

by measures mentioned above: 

• Bridestowe Cricket pitch; Hatherleigh cricket pitch – main; Whitchurch Wayfarers 

cricket pitch; Spreyton cricket pitch; Lewdown cricket pitch: possible scope to 

increase number of grass wickets or to make more use of Lydford’s ground. 

 

• 4 cricket pitches are operating close to capacity with little scope to increase:  

− Lifton cricket pitch  

− Elephant’s Nest cricket pitch, Horndon  

− Lydford cricket pitch  

− Yelverton Bohemians Cricket Club, Langton Park Busy site operating close to 

capacity. Evidence of shorter wicket being cut on outfield to protect square. 

 

• Training:  The majority of clubs appear to train at indoor sports halls during the winter; 

nets on ground in the summer.  Of 15 clubs giving details of training needs, 10 said 

they needed more facilities for this,  

4.3 Rugby - Capacity 

For rugby, play typically takes place as follows: 

• Senior men’s rugby union - Saturday PM 

• Youth and mini/midi rugby union - Sunday AM 

• Vets and Ladies – Sunday PM 

Based upon the installed drainage and the maintenance regime applied, capacity has 

been assessed as follows:  

South Hams 

Rugby pitches with spare capacity: 

• Dartmouth RFC Norton Park 

• Ivybridge (Rutt Park) 

• Filham Park, Ivybridge (2 mini midi) 

• Plymouth Argaum 

• Horsham (but not according to Plymouth PPS!) 

Rugby pitches operating above capacity: 

• Kingsbridge RFC High House  

• Salcombe RFC (Two Meads) 
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• Borough Park Totnes (2 pitches) Club has to use pitch at Brixham Community College 

for 1st XV matches when home pitch is waterlogged.  Improved maintenance will 

increase capacity 

Rugby pitches with no spare capacity at peak time 

• Ivybridge RFC (Cross-in-Hand) 

West Devon 

• Okehampton RFC; 2 adult pitches operating above considered capacity.  

Development of club is restricted by limited capacity of its pitches.  

• Okehampton Community College: 2 pitches.  Site operating above considered 

capacity.  Heavily used for school curriculum.  Also catering for Okehampton RFC 

teams. 

• North Tawton.   Site operating with some spare capacity.  

• Tavistock RFC Sandy Park – 4 adult pitches.   Theoretically shows some spare capacity. 

Poor drainage of training pitch can put more pressure on to main pitch for training, 

hence reducing any spare capacity.  Pitches are vulnerable due to lack of security of 

tenure. 

Training: All rugby clubs train on their ground, supplemented by fitness training on artificial 

turf pitches e.g. at Ivybridge Community College and Tavistock Community College.   

Totnes RFC has used the sand based AGP at KEVICC and Okehampton RFC sometimes 

make use of the sand based AGP at Okehampton (and also uses an area of private ground 

off-site for training.  However, 3g rugby compliant surfaces are required for contact training.   

Okehampton RFC also uses an.  

4.4 Hockey - Capacity 

For the analysis of capacity, the two authorities are considered together as provision of 

hockey appropriate AGPs across Devon is an issue and the area needs to be considered 

as a whole. England Hockey guidance suggests that no AGP should be considered able to 

sustain more than 4 games on any one day.  Some leagues will allow a match to start at 

4.00pm but not after this. 

• KEVICC AGP, Totnes, used by one club only for training as pitch condemned for 

matches.  If pitch was replaced, capacity for 4 matches on a Saturday would 

probably accommodate Dart HC (9 teams in total).  However, the Club may require 

a back up pitch if it expands further. 

• Kingsbridge Leisure Centre AGP: Dartmouth Ladies HC – No training! and Kingsbridge 

& Salcombe HC use for training using for matches (2 teams).   Spare capacity for up 

to 2 matches on a Saturday and could also accommodate more training. 

• Ivybridge AGP: Ivybridge Junior HC club uses for training (5 junior teams), not suitable 

for matches.  

• Okehampton OCRA AGP: 3 clubs use this for matches and training (4M, 4L, 4J).  Up to 

4 matches a week being played; pitch can meet current demand but not much room 

for growth in teams (or if Spreyton becomes a league club). 

• Mount Kelly: used by Tavistock HC for matches and training (2M, 2L, 2J).  No capacity 

for further matches.   Saturday school matches hinder club usage (club matches can 

only be played at 10.30am & 4pm) and means club cannot expand. 

 

Hockey in South Hams is being severely affected by the loss of AGPs for matches at BRNC 

Dartmouth and even more critically KEVICC and this situation needs to be addressed.    The 
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condition of the AGP at Kingsbridge also needs to be kept under review and resurfaced in 

the near future (both Dartmouth & Kingsbridge no juniors and Salcombe they are 

developing a junior section this season hockey clubs  would like to develop junior sections).  

At Ivybridge there is a very clear demand for junior participation, but in terms of developing 

adult participation it is restricted by the AGP surface.  Provision of a sand based surface at 

Sherford could help to meet this demand.   

West Devon is ostensibly well provided for with two hockey suitable surfaces in the main 

towns.   Okehampton AGP is well used and has enabled the clubs to flourish.    However, 

access to the Mount Kelly pitch by Tavistock Hockey Club continues to be an issue and is 

restricting the growth of the club.   Changing facilities also require upgrading.  There is a 

club at Launceston (currently playing in Liskeard) which could also use the Mount Kelly pitch 

if access was increased. Callington LHC – have no venue to train or play matches in their 

locality neither. 

4.5 3g AGPs 

• There are 2 full size 3g AGPs in the study area – Ivybridge Community College and 

Tavistock Community College, plus a half size at Ivybridge CC.   

• Within 30 minutes drive time there are 4 3g AGPs with community use in Plymouth 

and a 3g at Ashmoor Recreation Centre in Ashburton.   No quality issues identified. 

• The 3g pitches at Ivybridge and Tavistock are used for football training by football 

clubs and have little spare capacity,   Football and rugby training facilities are 

required throughout the study area, and there is also scope to develop them as 

matchplay facilities, particularly for junior football. 

 

5 What are the main characteristics of the future supply and demand for 

provision?  Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision 

to meet future demand? 
 

Future demand will to some extent be influenced by estimated changes in the population 

structure – with some pitch sports playing age ranges increasing and others decreasing, as 

shown below: 

 
Age group South Hams % 

Change 2014-2031 

West Devon % 

Change 2014-2031 

Mini pitch sports (5-9) +6.5% +11.5% 

Youth/junior pitch sports (10-19) +10.2% +14.8% 

Adult pitch sports (20-54) -11.3% -2.7% 

Veterans pitch sports (55-69) -1.5% +10.8% 

Overall ‘active participation’ age groups (5-69) -4.2% +4.6% 

Total population change  2014-2031 
+6.0% +15.5% 

 
5.1 Football – Future Demand 

 

• An analysis of trends in demand amongst the teams surveyed and historical data  and 

consultations with NGBs and league secretaries suggests that: 

− Demand for adult football is declining, for both Saturday and particularly 

Sunday sides.  There has been a noticeable decline even since 2010 in South 

Hams, and over the past decade in both authorities.    
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− Junior football perhaps remaining constant over last couple of years with some 

indications of a growth in demand in some age groups; however has been a 

decline in number of junior teams over the last decade in both authorities. 

 

• Taking into account population growth to 2031, latent demand and aspirations for 

running new teams), the research indicates that number of football teams can be 

expected to increase by the following to 2031: 

− South Hams: an additional 7 men’s, 5 ladies, 8 boys, 4 girls, 7 9v9 and 9 mini 

teams. Of these, 5 men’s, 1 ladies, 3 boys, 2 girls, 2 9v9 and 4 minis will be 

generated by the Sherford 

− West Devon: an additional 7 men’s, 4 ladies, 4 boys, 3 girls, 5 9v9 and 5 minis 

teams. 

5.2 Cricket – Future Demand 

• It is difficult to gather an overall picture of trends in play – some well run clubs record 

an increase in the number of juniors and more interest from women and girls wanting 

to play.   Other men’s clubs are finding it hard to run adult teams.  There has been a 

decline in Saturday and Sunday league play, although a number of successful 

‘friendly’ teams still play in informal leagues.  

 

• Taking into account population growth to 2031, latent demand and aspirations for 

running new teams), the research indicates that number of cricket teams can be 

expected to increase by the following to 2031: 

 
− South Hams: an additional 5 men’s, 2 ladies and 7 youth teams.  Of these, 4 

men’s and 3 youth through Sherford 

− West Devon: an additional 4 men’s, 1 ladies and 5 youth teams. 

5.3 Rugby – Future Demand 

• The larger existing clubs are looking to strengthen and add to their senior sides, 

including the introduction of women’s rugby, providing access to good quality 

pitches is ensured. There is a mixed picture depending on the club in South Hams, 

although a common theme is the difficulty in keeping u16s to u18s involved in rugby 

and making a successful transition to senior sides.   

  

• Taking into account population growth to 2031, latent demand and aspirations for 

running new teams, the research indicates that number of teams can be expected 

to increase by the following to 2031: 

 
− South Hams:  Estimated additional rugby teams: 3 men’s; 1 ladies; 5 juniors and 

8 minis.  Of these, 2 men’s, 1 junior and 3 minis from Sherford.  

− West Devon: Estimated additional rugby teams: 2 men’s, 1 junior and 3 minis.  

5.4 Hockey – Future Demand 

• There are different trends amongst the clubs: membership of clubs within the South 

Hams is generally increasing, but decreasing within West Devon.   However, all the 

clubs have capacity to expand in their junior and adult sections – but facility limitations 

referred to under capacity are constraining this.      
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• Taking into account population growth to 2031, latent demand and aspirations for 

running new teams, the research indicates that number of teams can be expected 

to increase by the following to 2031: 

 
− South Hams:  Estimated additional hockey teams: 3 men’s; 4 ladies; 10 juniors.  

Of these, at least 3, possibly 4 teams, would be generated by the Sherford 

development to include 1 men’s, 1 ladies and 2 junior teams.  

− West Devon: Estimated additional hockey teams: 2 men’s, 2 ladies and 4 junior. 

5.5 Other playing pitch sports 

• Playing fields are not just a resource for the sports of football, rugby, cricket and 

hockey.  There are many other pitch sports and recreational activities which play on 

or use grass (including the four mentioned here).   It is important that South Hams’s 

and West Devon’s playing pitches meet the demand for these sports, or are available 

for the promotion of opportunities in them. 

• Playing fields can also accommodate a variety of other sports, such as athletics, 

volleyball, badminton and petanque.     They offer a wonderful environment for sport 

for people with disabilities, being free of the restrictions of indoor facilities.    This is 

another dimension to promoting playing fields within these authorities which the 

Strategy should embrace.  

• Sports to be considered can include:  ultimate Frisbee, American Football, Baseball. 

Lacrosse. Rugby League and Rounders.  
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SOUTH HAMS COMMENTARY BY MAIN TOWNS AND SUB AREAS  

 
A DARTMOUTH SUB AREA 

• There is spare capacity in Dartmouth to accommodate growth in junior teams and another 

senior side in football. 

• There is no formal cricket club in Dartmouth; occasional games played at Coronation Park. 

• Dartmouth RFC now run just one adult team – there is no dedicated clubhouse/social facility 

for them.  They face difficulties in attracting and retaining players, who favour neighbouring 

clubs, with integrated facilities (especially Brixham and Kingsbridge). 

• Dartmouth Ladies Hockey Club adversely affected by conversion of sand based AGP at 

BRNC to 3g surface, and restriction on community access.   Now play at Kingsbridge; train 

indoors but would prefer to train on AGP at BRNC (only one ladies team with no junior 

section) 

• There are no all weather training facilities for football and rugby, although there is a 3g pitch 

at BRNC (not available for community use?). 

• An artificial grass pitch is an aspiration for Dartmouth Academy; on existing tarmac area & 

mini pitch for community use. 

• Sports hub at Norton – proposals exist for sports hub – athletics, hockey, football and rugby 

– Rugby considering asset transfer of club for sole use of Norton pitches (what would happen 

to junior football???).  

• Where does the artificial pitch go?  School haven’t decided which surface 

 

 B IVYBRIDGE TOWN 

Football 

• The pitches at Erme Valley Playing Fields (Ivybridge Town FC) and Filham Park (principally 

Manstow FC) are overused, accommodating training as well as matches.   

• Ivybridge Town FC is one of the most senior football clubs in the region that plays on a local 

authority ground.  Issues with public access resulting in severe problem of dog fouling and 

fact that main pitch not fenced off means that senior team cannot progress through the 

leagues. 

• Junior football teams still using surrounding pitches at e.g. Sparkwell, Stowford, Ermington 

etc (Ivybridge Town FC struggles for pitches). 

• Need to take into account housing developments planned, which will increase demand. 

• Potential for a mini Soccer pitch at McAndrews Field in Ivybridge? 

Cricket  

• Ivybridge CC has relocated to Filham Park.  New cricket pitch has bedded in well and is 

regarded as a good pitch by club, although net training facility is poor and needs replacing.  

Development of cricket club to some extent constrained by proximity of Cornwood CC and 

its excellent facilities. 

Rugby 

• Ivybridge RFC can only use AGP at college for basic training – would like access to a rugby 

compliant 3g pitch. 

• Ivybridge RFC: RFU says vibrant youth and juniors; hoping to start girls.   Rutt Fields still bedding 

in for youth and training.  Juniors also use Filham Park, but 2 rugby pitches there have poor 

drainage.   
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• No further information yet on residential development which may encroach on Ivybridge 

RFC’s training pitch. 

Hockey 

• Ivybridge Junior Hockey Club trains on the 3g surface at Ivybridge Community College (not 

regarded as suitable for hockey by hockey clubs).  Surface not on FIH approved list as 

Certificate has expired Matches are usually played at UCP Marjon in Plymouth in the Friday 

night youth league.    There is thus demand for hockey in the Ivybridge area which is not 

being met at present. Currently no adult activity in Ivybridge 

• The provision of a sand based AGP at Sherford could help to meet this demand. 

3g AGP 

• Provision of further 3g surfaces would be of benefit.    

• Ivybridge Community College AGP now meets requirements for matches under English 

Schools FA regulations.   AGPs at the College (one slightly under full size and half size) are 

closed at 1.00pm at weekends (caretaking/security issues) – could cater for more demand 

if open in afternoons.  Cater for demand from Plymouth as well as local teams and is very 

full. 

• Could Filham Park accommodate a 3g? (If put a second full size 3g at Ivybridge Community 

College would lose remaining grass area…..). 

Filham Park in Ivybridge 

• Development of Filham as multi pitch sport site is key.   For rugby, cricket and football, 

looking at areas of land alongside Filham which may also be brought into sports use.    

• Manstow FC (youth) have increased number of teams.  Still using portacabins – have 

requested 5 year lease so can apply for funding for changing – but FA & Town Council 

agree this would not be long enough.  Could they share with cricket pavilion?  Or at least 

have a toilet block on site for junior players….. 

• Poor drainage of 2 rugby pitches at Filham – 

• Lighting to be improved along paths within Park. 

• Filham Park – issues with public access.  Can’t fence off any other pitch areas. 

 

C REST OF IVYBRIDGE SUB AREA 

 

Football 

 
• Pitches in this area - Ermington/Sparkwell - are meeting demand for youth football from 

Ivybridge Town FC. 

• Ugborough Youth FC has secured pitches at Trinaways, but also runs a team at Palstone 

Park, South Brent. 

• The youth football pitch at Lee Moor is not currently being used.   Changing rooms require 

improvement but no security of tenure here. 

• There are a few sites in the ‘Plymouth fringe’ area catering for football teams mainly 

generated within Plymouth.  Major site is Staddiscombe (17 Plymouth University teams, plus 

5 other teams); Plymouth Argaum’s ground, Roborough Down Sports Club, Frankfort Park, 

Brixton but none identified as being at capacity.   

• Queen Elizabeth II playing field at Modbury at capacity (team also based at Kingston 

playing field) – football club is looking to expand… Has MUGA and new changing rooms.  

Parish Council would like to improve drainage and seeking funding.  Looking at securing 

neighbouring field to introduce cricket and/or another football pitch (cricket is occasionally 

played on the field in the summer). 
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• Significant spare capacity for football at: Butts Park, Newton Ferrers; Wembury Recreation 

Ground; Yealmpton Athletic Field; St Ann’s Bigbury pitch.  

• Battisborough Cross – football pitch no longer used but maintained by Parish Council; 

however new pavilion has been provided recently. 

Cricket 

 
• There is one pitch at Roborough Sports Club home to Plymouth Civil Service and Roborough 

CC. Club may return to Plymouth - what will happen then?  Would want to keep Roborough 

as back up for 3rd XI and 4th XI which club would hope to develop?    If cricket is to be 

retained here, there will need to be improvements to changing (shared with football and 

cricket). 

• Loss of midweek pub teams playing in league at Roborough. 

• There is a playing field in the Moorhaven development which has had a cricket pitch 

marked out in the past, but it is no longer there; also plans for a youth football pitch in 2010 

have not been realised. 

• Throughout the rest of the sub area, there appears to be sufficient provision for cricket as 

there are six pitches hosting one friendly team each (Aveton Giffard, Ermington Playing 

Fields, Holbeton CC at Flete, Newton Ferrers CC, Wembury House and Yealmpton Athletic 

Field).   Cornwood, which runs 14 teams, has two pitches.  

• Will all these friendly teams keep going and if not, are cricket pitches under threat?  Or will 

there continue to be enough demand from the ’keen and less able’ cricketer? 

• Newton & Noss Parish Council would like to improve the facilities for football and cricket at 

Butts Park including the changing facilities which urgently need modernising (once the PC 

takes over the asset from SHDC).   

 

Rugby 

 
• Plymouth Argaum RFC are based at Bickleigh Downs, just to the north of Plymouth; mainly 

Plymouth club.  Pitch quality poor, as previous agricultural land, as opposed to a 

reconstructed playing pitch. 

• Plymstock Albion Oaks RFC at Horsham: 4 pitches that suffer from poor drainage. Recent 

investment and works completed last year. Club have also secured £49k through PPF, work 

yet to be completed. 

 

D SHERFORD 

 

Sherford is a proposed new town within the sub area with the anticipated build of 4,500 dwellings 

(up to 9-10,000 people).  The facilities required by this community have been proposed within the 

Sherford Masterplan and are therefore not considered separately within this Report.  It is likely that 

some demand from Wembury and Yealmpton (which are planned to increase with up to 1000 

people between them) will also be met in Sherford. 

 

Analysis and consultation suggests population in Sherford to 2031 will generate the following 

teams:  

• Football: 5 adult men; 1 adult women; 3 youth boys (11v11);2 girls; 2 youth 9v9; 2 mini (u10s 

& u9s); 2 mini (u8s & u7s) 
• Cricket: 3 – 4 senior teams; 3 junior teams 

• Rugby: 2 senior Men’s; 1 youth team and 3 mini/midi teams 

• Hockey:  3-4 hockey teams: 1 men’s, 1 Ladies and 2 juniors. 

E KINGSBRIDGE SUB AREA 
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Football 

• Two football (sloping) pitches in the town in the past – at Belle Hill (Education) and Lower 

Slade Farm (private), but neither of these being used now.   

• Malborough Playing Fields meet needs from Kingsbridge for both adult and junior teams 

and the site is operating at capacity.  It’s a 15 minute drive from Kingsbridge.     (Upgrading 

of changing facilities on the cards in the 2010 study…). 

• Kingsbridge has desperately needed a level playing field for many years – a new pitch 

opposite the school is currently bedding in – not established whether will be predominantly 

for football or rugby (looks like a (small) adult rugby pitch) or extent of community use? 

• Local demand suggests Kingsbridge needs a minimum of 3 football pitches, ideally 1 adult 

and 2 junior or permutation thereof. 

• Elsewhere in the sub area there are dispersed football pitches catering for one or two village 

teams at: The Cellars, Beesands; Poole Lane, East Allington; Loddiswell and The Barry, 

Salcombe.   There is plenty of spare capacity in the wider sub area for football.  

Cricket 

• The main site for Kingsbridge is The Butts at West Alvington home to Kingsbridge CC, running 

a range of teams.  Would like permanent practice training areas and land for practice grass 

pitches…Artificial wicket needs upgrading. 

• There are other cricket pitches fielding one friendly team only at: 

− East Prawle. farmers’ field?   

− Malborough Playing Field, shared with football 

− Slapton.  The pitch at Slapton Cricket Club hosts friendly matches only? But being 

grazed by sheep when visited….. 

Rugby 

• Kingsbridge RFC run 4 adult and 10 junior and mini teams. They play at High House, 

Kingsbridge where they have 2 adult and 2 junior pitches. …..Until the College pitch at West 

Alvington Hill is ready, Belle Hill (school rugby pitch) being used by both college and for 

junior rugby training by Kingsbridge RFC. 

Hockey and AGPs 

• Kingsbridge & Salcombe Hockey Club are on a much firmer footing now that the sand 

based AGP at the College has floodlights; they are hoping to expand their junior section.  

Dartmouth Ladies Hockey Club also playing here.  However, surface is not of good quality. 

and may require upgrading in near future.  Changing facilities have to be hired separately.  

• Kingsbridge Primary School keen to build half size 3g – couldn’t sustain full size.  Would this 

be viable?? 

 

 

F TOTNES SUB AREA 

 

Football 

 

• Totnes and Dartington FC uses three sites – their main ground at Foxhole, Dartington; Dorothy 

Elmhirst ground (home of Meadowbrook FC and used occasionally) and a pitch at KEVICC 

for junior teams.   There is some spare capacity at the latter two sites and no issues have 

been identified. 

• The largest club elsewhere in the sub area is Stoke Gabriel FC, based at the G J Churchward 

Memorial Ground.  Pitches are overused and club uses mini pitches on nearby private site.   
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Ambitious club who would like to run more teams and develop a new club house and 

changing facilities; the ground also requires floodlights so that the first team can progress 

through the leagues.  

• South Brent FC play at Palstone Park, South Brent (in DNPA); there is spare capacity here 

and room for a youth pitch (not marked a present). Parish Council has received grants for 

refurbishment of changing (could also be enlarged? and also Seeking funding to renew access 

and car park area).    The MUGA has floodlights and is extensively used by local community.   

• Elsewhere in the sub area there are single pitch sites sustaining one or two teams at: 

Cornworthy (can’t trace any further information); Harbertonford and Staverton. 

• A junior pitch at Marldon, Jubilee Meadow hosts U11s and U10s occasionally.   Marldon 

teams play happily in Torbay; the juniors are based at the 3g AGP at Paignton Community 

College.  

 
Cricket 

• Dartington & Totnes CC run a range of sides at Foxhole.  The ground is shared with football, 

but the pitches do not overlap.  No issues identified. 

• There are 4 cricket pitches recorded elsewhere in the Sub Area.  Two (Marldon CC and 

recently formed South Brent CC at Palstone Park field one friendlies team each only); 

Harbertonford play league cricket – pitch occasionally used by Dartington & Totnes CC) 

and J E Eastley Memorial ground at Stoke Gabriel (club run a range of teams).  No issues 

identified.  

 
Rugby 

• 2 adult and 2 midi/mini pitches at Borough Park, Totnes.    Situation has improved since 2010 

due to movement of cricket and football away from Borough Park to sites in Dartington and 

KEVICC pitches.   However, poor maintenance schedule is affecting pitch quality.  

 

Hockey and AGPs 

 

• Outstanding and priority issue in Totnes is replacement of the AGP at KEVICC.  Despite 

several requests via email, phone, we have not been able to ascertain current situation. 

• However, pitch is condemned for matches and flourishing Dart Hockey Club with 7 teams is 

now playing in Exeter.  This is affecting the morale and viability of the club, which is South 

Hams based and wishes to return to the town.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEST DEVON COMMENTARY BY MAIN TOWNS AND SUB AREAS 

 

G OKEHAMPTON 

 
Simmons Park 
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• At Simmons Park, there is a sand based artificial turf pitch and 2 rugby, 1 artificial cricket 

wicket and 1 football pitch on Okehampton Community College land, run by OCRA.    There 

is an additional football pitch on a long lease to Okehampton Argyle FC.    Recently a 

pavilion has been constructed with changing rooms at either end, which is now used as 

clubhouse by the hockey teams based there.  

• Apart from the Okehampton Argyle football pitch, the facilities are firstly, school pitches and 

very heavily used; this use has grown and school need has increased over the years.  The 

fields are used for a variety of sports.  This season, the school pitches have been marked out 

as two rugby (one adult, one slightly smaller youth pitch) and an adult football.   There is 

also heavy use by the local community.   In general, all the school pitches are overused, 

with no spare capacity and are in need of rest, drainage and surface improvements. 

• Football, rugby, cricket and hockey are played by both the Community College and a 

range of community teams at Simmons Park and there are also a variety of sports 

development sessions run by OCRA.   All these activities cannot all be successfully 

accommodated, given need and shortages of facilities elsewhere in the town.   The cost of 

running the facilities is considerable, which OCRA raises from a variety of sources (it does 

not receive core funding).    

Football 

• Okehampton Argyle FC run 3 Adult teams, a Ladies team, an u16 and 8 teams between u7 

and u14.    All these matches have to be accommodated on either the Simmons Park pitch 

owned by Oakhampton Argyle FC ( 3 A, Ladies and u16s occasionally) and the adjacent 

football pitch on Okehampton Community College land (8 junior teams), which is poor 

quality. The Youth FC often has to make use of grass areas in the adjacent park and carry 

portable goals and markers to mark out mini pitches.    

• The analysis shows that both pitches are overused (the Okehampton CC football pitch also 

accommodates school use and has accommodated a Saturday league team in the past 

(South Zeal Utd). 

• There is a need to provide more football pitches for use by the Youth FC – analysis would 

suggest at least one additional adult sized pitch and ideally a 9v9 and mini pitches also.  

Unless on the same site (which does not appear feasible), an adult pitch would require 

additional changing facilities catering for women and girls. 

• In addition, Okehampton Argyle FC’s 1st XI progress through the league is being restricted 

by the lack of floodlights on the main pitch site. A floodlit grass training area would also be 

beneficial for the club. 

Cricket 

 
• At present, one artificial wicket at Simmons Park; football and rounders on outfield, faint 

outline of cricket table.  Standard quality.   Used by Mark Park Larkers running a midweek 

team(s) in the Tamar league; club also trains here.   

• MPL would like to develop a Saturday team, a junior section and also enlarge/expand the 

mid week touring teams’ league.  

• There are proposals to invest in the square and improve the grass pitch (with the aim of 

removing or restricting use by mini soccer or other activities on the outfield).  

 
 

Rugby – Simmons Park 

 

• The rugby pitches (usually the second smaller pitch) at Simmons Park are used as an 

overflow facility by Okehampton RFC; occasionally by the 3rd XV if there is a clash of fixtures 

and by Colt and junior teams; they have to pay for this use.  However, if the club’s own 

pitches are out of use/unfit due to weather it is likely that the Simmons Park pitches will be 

also so they do not provide a viable alternative.    
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Rugby – Okehampton Argyle RFC (The Showground) 
 

• Okehampton RFC: 1st, 2nd XV, Colts; u16 – u7/8; in total 3 men’s teams and 11 junior sections 

(junior teams are known as North Okes and are jointly run with North Tawton RFC).  The club 

has two pitches at its main site, one owned by club and one leased (80 years remaining). 

The first main pitch is subsiding (built on a rubbish tip) and both pitches have collapsed 

drainage.    They can be out of use for several weeks at a time if the weather is poor and 

their overuse results in poor quality which means that take longer to recover.   Matches are 

sometimes cancelled.    Drainage improvements at the 2nd pitch is a priority for the club and 

the RFU are aware of this (Investment solution is likely to be Sport England PPF Fund). 

• 1st, 2nd and Colts have priority on the main pitches, u15 and u16 teams use whatever is 

available (ideally require full size pitches), u8 – u14 play on both or either pitch or use 

Simmons Park occasionally.  This season u14 and u16 are using North Tawton often as their 

home pitch).  The senior teams play around 45 matches a year.     

• The rugby club train on their second pitch and at a private facility at Brightly, a field on a 

five year lease (permission has been sought in the past to change this from agricultural to 

sport use. 

• The club would like to develop their social – 3rd XV - more junior girls’ teams and a ladies’ 

team but the changing does not allow for women’s rugby.     

• Both the main pitches at the club are heavily overused and there is no real alternative; the 

pitch(es) at Simmons Park sustain heavy school use and are not suitable; moreover the club 

has to pay to hire them.  The club has a long history of trying to find alternative sites and feel 

that planning constraints have held it back from achieving some of its aims, precluding use 

of some available land.   

• The analysis suggests that additional requirements are 2 adult grass pitches, one of which 

should be floodlit to enable contact training.  Plus changing facilities suitable for girls and 

women on a site with security of tenure.     

The analysis shows that there is a shortfall of football and rugby pitches in Okehampton.  This has 

been highlighted in earlier studies, which this PPS supports:   

• Clear shortage of grass pitches due to (a) demand and (b) quality of current pitches (due 

to overuse). 

• Most impact is currently affecting participation for juniors. Women and girls; these areas are 

not able to develop or not seen as priority currently due to lack of pitch accessibility. 

• Cost of hiring facilities – AWP and grass pitches hire costs mentioned as being an issue for 

several of the clubs. 

• Quality of pitches on College site not good due to high usage, drainage and pitch 

improvement work required. 

The issue is where the new pitches might be accommodated.   The Okehampton Community 

College/Simmons Park site cannot accommodate all pitch demands, as a mix of pitch types is 

required by the school.   The alternative is for new provision for both or either football and rugby 

elsewhere in the town. 

 

Hockey and AGPs 

 

• The floodlit full size AGP at Simmons Park has recently been refurbished (which has helped 

to increase junior participation in hockey).  It is well used by the two resident hockey clubs 

plus an informal social hockey team) for matches and training, by local football clubs for 

training and occasionally for rugby training.     
• There are considerable training needs for the clubs in Okehampton, notably Okehampton 

Argyle and Okehampton RFC.  At present for football, teams are training on the AGP 
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weekly, the grass areas at Simmons Park (not the pitches) and the club’s main pitch (1st XI 

only).  Occasionally the rugby club teams train on the AWP at Simmons Park, but this is 

expensive for them to hire and the pitch is often booked.    

• The planned increase in housing at Okehampton will have some impact on the number of 

teams – this is yet to be calculated.  It is most likely that increased demand will arise for junior 

teams. 

H REMAINDER OF NORTH SUB AREA  

 
Chagford (DNPA) 
• At Chagford the War Memorial Ground (Padley Common) is used for football and cricket; 

football pitches marked on outfield but no issues with sharing identified.      Considerable 

spare capacity for football club.   The Cricket Club 3rd XI occasionally play at Spreyton.     

• Chagford Primary School – priority school building programme, build on school playing field 

and then provide enhanced replacement facilities.   Opportunities for S106 from new 

housing nearby towards youth pitches on school site? 

Hatherleigh 
• At Hatherleigh there is an adult football pitch; with spare capacity.  Separate cricket ground 

with 2 pitches on same site running range of teams, but sufficient capacity. 

North Tawton 
• North Tawton has a flourishing football club at Wordens with one adult, a mini pitch and 

room for a junior pitch.  The club runs 2 adult and 6 junior teams.  No issues identified. 

• The cricket ground in North Tawton is no longer being used and has fallen into disrepair.  

There are now cricket nets at the football pitch but no trace of any pitch. 

• North Tawton RFC has two adult pitches and a junior pitch: plenty of spare capacity, 

especially as youth teams shared with Okehampton.   

• Pitches at North Tawton Primary School? 

Football 

 
• There are other football pitches at Bratton Clovelly (junior 9v9: no recorded use) and a small 

adult pitch at South Zeal (within DNPA) (now used by South Zeal FC). 

• Pitches at Northlew gone. 

• Bridestowe: There is one large junior size pitch area on playing field but not used at moment 

by organised groups.   Kickabout area at Sticklepath. 

Cricket 

 
• There is a cricket pitch at Bridestowe, with a Devon league team, but the club is affected 

by the success of Lewdown CC. 

• There is a good quality pitch at Belstone (within DNPA), used by Belstone and Sticklepath 

CCs.   Changing is basic and long term plans exist to extend or rebuild the pavilion.    

• Spreyton cricket ground has a poor artificial strip; one team playing friendlies.  

AGPs and MUGAs 

• Need expressed for MUGA in Chagford. 
 

I TAVISTOCK 

 
The assessment of Tavistock was undertaken in 2013 in a study which focused on the town.  The 

information has been updated where available but is largely reproduced here.   
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Football – 2013 key points 

• Participation in senior male football within the town is above both the national and regional 

averages.  However, participation in all other forms of the game falls below these averages. 

• There appears to be some latent demand in Tavistock especially for junior football and there 

are plans to increase the number of junior teams. 

• Future demand is likely to be generated by population growth through new development, 

as well as sports development initiatives. 

• The quality of football pitches in the town is generally good although the Langsford pitch 

has poor drainage. At Langsford Park, ground improvements are required to meet league 

requirements. 

• The football pitch in the centre of the athletics track experiences poor drainage but is 

potentially able to accommodate additional play.  

• The Crowndale site offers flexibility in terms of the pitches that can be accommodated but 

is operating at capacity.  This includes use by some teams from outside the area including 

Plymouth Argyle youth teams. 

• Pitches at Mount House School:  There is no community use of pitches although the school 

is not averse to proposals.  

• There is some spare capacity in terms of match equivalent sessions within the current 

provision of senior pitches in the town, but not at peak periods.   

• The majority of junior 11-a-side football is played on senior pitches and there is a shortfall at 

peak times, which will become greater over the study period. 

• There is a shortfall of mini-soccer pitches during the peak period; demand is likely to grow 

over the study period.  

• There are occasionally pub teams which seek to play at Crowndale but cannot find room.  

There is no room for rest and recovery of the pitches at Crowndale. 

• Based on the current amount and distribution of teams within the town, the new FA youth 

development guidelines for pitch sizes will result in additional demand for junior 9-a-side and 

mini-soccer 5-a-side pitches that cannot be met by current pitch provision, whilst the 

demand for junior 11-a-side and 7-a-side pitches may decline. 

 
Football - Action Points from 2013 Study 

 
FBALL01 Tavistock: 1 x Senior football pitch (minimum) To meet future demand + demand from 

new development 

FBALL02 Junior football pitches: (including 2 9v9 

pitches according to sizes recommended by 

FA) 

2 junior pitches for latent & future 

demand; extra pitch for new 

development 

FBALL03 Mini football pitch 1 mini pitch to meet  latent & future 

demand; 1 mini pitch to meet demand 

from new development 

 For above provision, pitches close to the existing Crowndale site would be preferable to 

enable economies of scale with maintenance etc and ease of accessibility to changing 

and other facilities.  A plateau that can be marked out in different ways to allow pitch 

rotation and to meet appropriately demand for different sized junior and mini pitches 

would also be beneficial.  Consideration should also be given to providing a financial 

support package for the club involved to enable it to manage the additional pitches.  

FBALL04 Provision of roller goals 

To meet existing & future demand + 

demand from new development 

FBALL05 Langsford Park – improved drainage to 

increase capacity 

FBALL06 Athletics track pitch – improved drainage to 

increase capacity 
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FBALL07 Langsford Park -replacement floodlights. Hard 

standing pitch perimeter path (required by 

South West Peninsula League).  

FBALL08 Tavistock Community FC 

(Crowndale): general improvements 

(clubhouse extension, car park, lighting, 

equipment etc) 

FBALL09 To further investigate the use of Tavistock 

College 3G AGP for matches, to meet 

demand for junior and mini football fixtures 

 

FBALL10 To actively promote the athletics track pitch 

to increase usage, either by a regular booking 

or friendly fixtures 

 

 
Football Update: 2014 

 
Tavistock Community FC (Crowndale 4 pitches plus mini soccer sustaining 150+ matches).  Large 

club running range of teams and assessment concludes pitches at capacity.  No u18 team being 

run this year, but juniors increasing due to more volunteers running teams. 

 

Tavistock Community FC: We have just invested in a drainage scheme following grant from SE 

and WDBC and FF which should address drainage problems.   No games between December 

and March last year.  We have pitches of various sizes but demand and use of existing means 

there is pressure on the existing space.   Improvements to car parking and spectator facilities still 

required.  

 

Cricket – 2013 key points 

• There is a considerable amount of sports development activity around cricket at Tavistock 

College which is expected to result in the formation of more teams.  There is projected to 

be demand in the future for cricket in Tavistock which cannot be met through existing 

provision.   

• Whilst the new artificial wicket at the Community College may be able to meet some of the 

new demand, there needs to be further provision to allow cricket to develop and the 

translation of junior/Colts cricket to senior cricket. 

• The two cricket clubs in the town are both facing issues with their facilities.  Whitchurch 

Wayfarers faces an uncertain future within the possible sale of Whitchurch House and the 

vulnerability of its tenure there. 

• The clubhouse at Tavistock Cricket Club is urgently in need of a major refurbishment (or 

replacement). 

 
 

 

 

Cricket – Action Points from 2013 Study 

CKT01 Cricket pitch to meet future demand To meet projected future need + 

demand from new development.  Could 

be met by new provision but preferable, 

sustainable solution is to negotiate 

access to cricket pitch at Mount Kelly, 
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perhaps through investment for 

community use. 

CKT02 Substantial upgrade of Tavistock Cricket Club 

pavilion. 

To meet future demand + demand from 

new development 

CKT03 To address possible loss of Whitchurch House 

ground by replacement or securing access to 

private school pitch. 

To meet existing and latent demand 

  
Rugby – 2013 key points 

• The current site of Tavistock RFC is now well established with a substantial clubhouse.  

However, Tavistock RFC is totally reliant for 3 out of its 4 pitches on the continuing availability 

of two rented fields. These rented fields are only available during the season and not all year 

round and their rent has increased markedly in recent years.  This is not a sustainable 

situation, given the level of rugby activity at the club. 

• Even without growth through sports development, growth in demand from population 

increase will not be able to be met by the mid 2020s and further pitch provision will be 

required. 

• Drainage of club’s training pitch would increase capacity for junior play as well as training.  

• The club would like to be able to purchase additional land for pitches and to upgrade and 

increase the car parking facilities.   

• The ageing shower/boiler system requires replacement. 

Rugby – Action Points from 2013 Study 

 
RUG01 New rugby pitch to meet future demand 0.5 pitch to meet  future demand; 0.5 

pitch to meet demand from  new 

development 

RUG02 Safeguarding of existing 3 rugby pitches - 

replacement site?   Need to secure access to 

permanently available rugby pitches in 

Tavistock 

To meet future demand + demand from 

new development 

RUG03 Tavistock RFC: Drainage to training pitch To meet existing and latent demand 

 
Rugby – 2014 Update 

• RFU: Tavistock – previous RFU investment for draining on main pitch. Training area in great 

need for improvements.  

Artificial grass pitches for Hockey – 2013 key points 

• There is one sand filled AGP in Tavistock at Mount Kelly, managed by the school, with 

community access. 

• Tavistock hockey club have experienced limited availability on Saturdays, which in turn limits 

the number of teams and matches they can play and is a constraint to the club’s 

development.   

• Mount Kelly AGP is nearing the end of its life and will need to be refurbished within next 3-5 

years. 
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• A site with good community access would enable Tavistock Hockey Club to develop and 

grow participation in the sport, especially with junior and ladies hockey, providing it can 

attract youngsters able to play hockey on Saturdays.  

• Launceston Ladies HC, just across the County border in Cornwall, currently play and train in 

Bude as there is no suitable AGP facility in their home town. If there was a site in Tavistock 

with improved community access then there is the possibility of the club relocating. At 

present this difficult due to the restrictions placed on the Mount Kelly site. 

 

Other artificial grass pitches – 2013 key points 

 
• There is one 3G AGP in Tavistock based at Tavistock College and managed by the school 

through a community use agreement. 

• There are a considerable number of football teams using the 3G AGP for training, from both 

within Tavistock and outside.  A Friday night football coaching session is run by Tavistock 

College and a 7-A-Side league on Sunday nights.   Tavistock RFC also train on the pitch.    

• Football matches are occasionally scheduled here when grass pitches out of action. 

• The new Football Development Steering Group is working to increase use of the 3G AGP.  

There may be increased demand from football as more matches are sanctioned by the FA 

to be played on artificial surfaces as long as the pitch is deemed suitable (this will require 

inspection and a certificate, with a cost implication).  The cost of hiring the pitch will also 

need to be appropriate (‘affordability’). 

 
Hockey and AGPs – Action Points from 2013 Study 

 
• It is understood that consideration is being given by Mount Kelly and Tavistock Hockey Club 

in partnership to developing another sand filled AGP on  Mount Kelly land.   However, we 

believe it would be preferable for the Club and Mount Kelly and other partners to consider 

how to replace/upgrade the existing AGP (which will soon be in need of replacement) 

because: 

− Other identified sites are further out of town and may be subject to planning 

restrictions around floodlighting. 

− The existing AGP at Mount Kelly is well sited in relation to the town and well known. 
• Other improvements required with the Kelly College AGP upgrade include: 

− Existing changing facilities are poor (just one small hut); investment in a new changing 

block would be welcome and enable greater community use (and use by Tavistock 

College) . 

− The car park at existing site also requires upgrading. 
• Affordability of, and access to, AGPs will be key.   At Tavistock College AGP spare slots need 

to be filled and cost of hiring the pitch may be a factor here..  Better community access 

needs to be negotiated to the sand based AGP at Mount Kelly. 

AGP01 Replacement on current site or upgrade of 

Mount Kelly sand filled AGP 

To meet existing & future demand + 

demand from new development 

AGP02 Provision of new changing facilities at Mount 

Kelly AGP to facilitate greater community & 

school use 

To meet existing and latent demand  

AGP03 Improvement/upgrade of car park at Mount 

Kelly AGP  

To meet existing and latent demand 

AGP04 To continue to promote the 3G AGP at 

Tavistock College for football and rugby 

To meet existing and latent demand 
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training, and for football matches, as agreed 

by the league.   

 

Hockey and AGPs – 2014 Update 

• It is understood that Tavistock Hockey Club discussing provision of new sand based AGP on 

former Mount House School site. 

• The AGP at Tavistock Community College has very little spare capacity. 

J REMAINDER OF SOUTH SUB AREA 

 
Football 

 
• Bere Alston Playing Field has one football pitch – running one adult team, used to have a 

separate cricket pitch? 

• Horrabridge (DNPA) has 2 adult football pitches at Fillace Park; the PC would like to upgrade 

the pavilion.   New housing in the town may provide opportunity for linking paths to the 

playing field to increase use.  The primary school pitch is also used by Horrabridge Rangers; 

the school would like an all weather surface – floodlighting may be an issue? 

• Lewdown and Lamerton both have one adult football pitch and run one football team.  

Lewdown Recreation Ground is shared with cricket. 

• Lifton Recreation Ground has an adult football pitch (shared with cricket): the club runs 2 

adult and 5 junior sides, so is used to capacity for football. 

• Mary Tavy Recreation Ground has one active football pitch – currently home to Princetown 

FC (as their new pitch is not yet playable).   The pitches are of poor quality; changing in 

village hall.   There is room on the site for an additional adult and junior pitch, but no demand 

for this.   Mary Tavy & Brentor School use a small field owned by Devon CC (earmarked for 

new school) 10 minutes’ walk away.  No changing fields and urgent need for toilets – would 

be used from other schools and groups. 

• Walkhampton Memorial Playing Field (DPNA) has one adult football pitch of poor quality, 

running one team (ground shared with cricket). 

• War Memorial Recreation Field at Yelverton (in DNPA) has a good quality football pitch, 

home to just one team. 

• Princetown playing field – new provision – when will this be available?  Is the old MUGA on 

site still capable of use/refurbishment? 

 

Cricket 

 
• Lady Seaton Playing Field, Crapstone no longer has a football pitch.   There is a cricket pitch 

here – the home ground of Buckland (Monachorum) CC which runs two friendly sides in the 

West Tamar league. 

• There are also cricket pitches at Lydford, Lifton Cricket Club (ground shared with football 

but no capacity issues), the Elephant’s Nest, Horndon and Milton Abbot; no issues identified. 

• Lewdown Cricket Club (ground shared with football but no capacity issues) is a large club 

running several teams.  

• There is a site with a former cricket pitch just outside Brentor (DNPA).  PC is doubtful about 

retaining the cricket pitch because of cost and is currently carrying out an in-depth review 

of its use.   Review may lead to aspirations to partially change the use of the field or even 

relocate it to another field nearer to village hall.   There appears to be very little demand 

locally for the facility.  (Does village have critical mass – 150-200 people only and 3-4 minutes 

from Mary Tavy.   Sustainability of pitches? If many residents are second home owners). 

• Tavistock CC plays at The Ring, Whitchurch Common; poor changing facilities but otherwise 

good ground.  
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• Whitchurch Wayfarers cricket pitch is also on the outskirts of Tavistock – another successful 

club. 

• Walkhampton CC (ground shared with football but no capacity issues, cricket not well used) 

• Yelverton Bohemians have a cricket ground at Langton Park with 4 junior strips on the 

outfield.   Successful club; no capacity issues. 

Primary Schools 

• Lydford Primary school – little field to side. 

• Whitchurch Community Primary School: Currently no community use but have been used in 

past by football club; happy for community use, although no changing facilities or toilets 

available. 

• St Andrews Primary School, Buckland Monachorum Primary School: In floodplain so unusable 

for much of year.  No other pitches nearby.  Playing field used informally by local community 

and require funding to improve drainage Very keen to obtain funding for community 

MUGA – would be used by Horrabridge Rangers, Buckland CC etc.  Ambitious plan to 

improve school sports facilities and become sports hub (including sports hall) to meet needs 

of Yelverton (Buckland Monachorum, Crapstone, Milton Coombe, Beer Alston, Meavy and 

Walkhampton. 
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APPENDIX 1: FACILITIES PLANNING MODEL ASSESSMENT FOR SOUTH HAMS 

The modelling has been carried out independently of this Playing Pitch Strategy (not by the 

consultants), and is incorporated here to give an overview of the situation.  It should be noted 

that: 

• some of the data used (i.e. amount of time available to the community) is incorrect (e.g. 

BRNC Dartmouth not available for community use; 

• Kingsbridge Community College now has floodlights (which impacts on the hours available 

for community use); and 

• the Facilities Planning Model only includes weekend use of sand based pitches for 

hockey and not weekday evenings for training. This is because it assumes that all sand 

based AGPs are used for football on weekday evenings. 

The findings should therefore be treated with caution and are one element only of the assessment 

of demand for artificial grass pitches in the area.    

1. Background to the Facilities Planning Model 

 
Sport England’s Facilities Planning Model (FPM) is a computer-based supply/demand model, 

which has been developed as a strategic planning tool to help assess the provision of community 

sports facilities in an area. It is currently applicable for use in assessing the provision of sports halls, 

swimming pools, indoor bowls centres and artificial grass pitches. 

 

The model seeks to assess whether the capacity of existing facilities in an area is sufficient to meet 

local demand for that facility type, taking into account how far people are prepared to travel to 

such a facility. In order to do this, the model compares the number of facilities (supply) within an 

area, against the demand for that facility (people) in order to assess whether local demand is 

being met, and whether individual facilities are operating at or near their estimated capacity. 

Maps are produced which highlight any areas of unmet demand within the area. 

 

The following Artificial Grass Pitches (AGPs) are included in this analysis: 

• All outdoor, full size AGPs (minimum dimension 75m x45m), with a surface type of sand 

based, water based or 3G rubber crumb. 

• All Operational AGPs available for community use i.e. pay and play, membership, Sports 

Club/Community Association. 

• Floodlit and non-floodlit AGPs - non floodlit pitches are assumed not to operate after 1700 

on any day.  

 

The following Artificial Grass Pitches (AGPs) are excluded from this analysis: 

• All AGPs less than 75m x 45m in size. 

• All AGPs not available for community use i.e. private use only. 

• All indoor pitches.  

• 5-a-side commercial football centres and small sided pens. 

• MUGAs, redgra, ash, marked out tarmac areas, etc. 
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ANALYSIS FOR SOUTH HAMS 

2. Supply of Artificial Grass Pitches 

 

The 5 AGP’s included in this analysis for South Hams are: 

• Britannia RNC (HM Forces) - sand filled, floodlit, 91m x 55m 

• Ivybridge Community College – 3G, floodlit, 110m x 70m 

• King Edward Sixth Community College - sand filled, floodlit, 100m x 60m 

• Kingsbridge Academy - sand dressed, non-floodlit, 100m x 59m 

• RN Bickleigh Barracks (HM Forces) - sand filled, floodlit, 100m x 60m 

 

All 5 AGPs in South Hams are in public sector ownership (3 on educational sites and 2 on MOD 

sites). None are in commercial ownership.  

 

At the time of the FPM survey, 4 of the 5 AGPs were floodlit – Kingsbridge Academy did not have 

floodlights, but these have now been added. 

 

4 of the 5 AGPs in South Hams have sand based playing surfaces, and one is 3G rubber crumb. 

The oldest pitch (King Edward Sixth Community College) was built in 1989 and the newest is 

Kingsbridge Academy, built in 2005.  The AGPs at Britannia RNC and Ivybridge Community College 

were refurbished in 2007 and 2009 respectively. 

 

Taking into account the availability of the 5 AGPs in the peak period, the model estimates supply 

to be equivalent to the capacity of about 3.9 pitches. 

 

3. Demand for Artificial Grass Pitches 

The model estimates demand for AGPs in South Hams to be equivalent to the capacity of about 

2.1 AGPs.   

 

4. Overall level of provision per 100,000 population 

In terms of the overall level of provision, South Hams has 5.9 AGPs per 100,000 population. This 

represents a higher level of provision in relation to its population than England (3.5), the South West 

Region (4.5) and Devon (4.5). 

5. Supply / Demand Balance 

 

When looking at a very simplistic picture of the overall supply and demand in South Hams, the 

resident population is estimated to generate a demand for a minimum of about 2.1 AGPs. This 

compares to a current available supply of about 3.9, giving a supply/demand balance of +1.8 

AGPs. 

 

The model is also able to split the overall supply and demand figures between football and 

hockey use of AGPs, by making the following assumptions: 

• Football use - includes use of all 3G pitches (weekends and weekday evenings) and 

assumes that all sand based AGPs are used for football on weekday evenings. 

• Hockey use – includes all water based pitches (weekends and weekday evenings) and 

sand based pitches (weekend use only). 

In the case of football use of AGPs in South Hams, the resident population is estimated to generate 

a demand for a minimum of about 1.6 AGPs. This compares to a current available supply of about 

3.0, giving a supply/demand balance of +1.4 AGPs. 
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In the case of hockey use of AGPs in South Hams, the resident population is estimated to generate 

a demand for a minimum of about 0.5 AGPs. This compares to a current available supply of about 

1.0, giving a supply/demand balance of +0.5 AGPs. 

6. Satisfied Demand 

About 88% of demand for AGPs from South Hams residents is currently being met by existing supply 

– this is similar to the figures for Devon (88%) and the South West Region (91%) and higher than the 

figure for England (81%). 

7. Unmet Demand 

About 12% of demand for AGPs from South Hams residents is not currently being met by existing 

supply (unmet demand). The overall unmet demand figure for Devon is 12% of total demand, and 

the South West is 10%. Unmet demand in South Hams is below the national figure of 19%.  

 

The model estimates that unmet demand for AGPs in South Hams is equivalent to the capacity of 

only 0.3 of an AGP (0.2 of which is football use and 0.1 is hockey use).  

  

FPM mapping of unmet demand for AGPs in South Hams shows that this is spread thinly across the 

district, with no particular ‘hotspots’ of unmet demand. 

8. Used Capacity 

• The model estimates that, in overall terms, South Hams AGP’s are used at about 67% of their 

capacity at peak times. This figure is similar to the figures for Devon (68%), and lower than 

the South West Region (77%) and England (91%). The model estimates that the used 

capacity figures for each of the 5 AGPs are: 

o Britannia RNC (HM Forces): 33%   

o Ivybridge Community College: 77% 

o King Edward Sixth Community College: 100% 

o Kingsbridge Academy: 39% 

o RN Bickleigh Barracks (HM Forces): 66% 

 

9. Conclusions of FPM Assessment for Artificial Grass Pitches (AGPs) in South Hams 

• The levels of satisfied demand and unmet demand for AGP’s in South Hams are similar to 

those for Devon County and the South West Region.  

 

• There are no specific parts of the district where levels of unmet demand are sufficient to 

justify new AGP provision at the present time. 

 

• One AGP in South Hams (King Edward Sixth Community College) is estimated to be 

operating at 100% of estimated capacity. There is some spare capacity at other existing 

sites in the District.  

 

• However, any future increases in demand (either through increases in participation or as a 

result of projected increases in population, particularly at Sherford) are not taken into 

account in this FPM assessment. Therefore there is a need to consider further the likely 

implications of any future increases in demand for AGPs, and how these might best be met. 
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ANALYSIS FOR WEST DEVON 

3. Supply of Artificial Grass Pitches 

 

The 5 AGP’s included in this analysis for West Devon are: 

 

• Mount Kelly - sand filled, floodlit, 100m x 60m 

• OCRA Leisure Centre - sand dressed, floodlit, 100m x 60m 

• Tavistock College Sports Centre - 3G, floodlit, 100m x 60m 

 

All 3 AGPs in West Devon are in public sector ownership, and all are floodlit. 

 

2 of the 3 AGPs in West Devon have sand based playing surfaces, and one is 3G rubber crumb. 

 

The oldest pitch (OCRA Leisure Centre) was built in 1990 and refurbished in 2009. The newest is 

Tavistock, built in 2009.   

 

Taking into account the availability of the 3 AGPs in the peak period, the model estimates supply 

to be equivalent to the capacity of about 2.8 pitches. 

 

3. Demand for Artificial Grass Pitches 

The model estimates demand for AGPs in West Devon to be equivalent to the capacity of about 

1.3 AGPs.   

 

4. Overall level of provision per 100,000 population 

In terms of the overall level of provision, West Devon has 5.4 AGPs per 100,000 population. This 

represents a higher level of provision in relation to its population than England (3.5), the South West 

Region (4.5) and Devon (4.5). 

5. Supply / Demand Balance 

 

When looking at a very simplistic picture of the overall supply and demand in West Devon, the 

resident population is estimated to generate a demand for a minimum of about 1.3 AGPs. This 

compares to a current available supply of about 2.8, giving a supply/demand balance of +1.5 

AGPs. 

The model is also able to split the overall supply and demand figures between football and 

hockey use of AGPs, by making the following assumptions: 

• Football use - includes use of all 3G pitches (weekends and weekday evenings) and 

assumes that all sand based AGPs are used for football on weekday evenings. 

• Hockey use – includes all water based pitches (weekends and weekday evenings) and 

sand based pitches (weekend use only). 

In the case of football use of AGPs in West Devon, the resident population is estimated to generate 

a demand for a minimum of about 1.0 AGPs. This compares to a current available supply of about 

2.3, giving a supply/demand balance of +1.3 AGPs. 

In the case of hockey use of AGPs in West Devon, the resident population is estimated to generate 

a demand for a minimum of about 0.3 AGPs. This compares to a current available supply of about 

0.5, giving a supply/demand balance of +0.2 AGPs. 
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6. Satisfied Demand 

About 93% of demand for AGPs from West Devon residents is currently being met by existing 

supply – this is higher than the figures for Devon (88%), the South West Region (91%) and England 

(81%). 

7. Unmet Demand 

About 7% of demand for AGPs from West Devon residents is currently not being met by existing 

supply (unmet demand). Therefore the level of unmet demand for AGPs in West Devon is below 

the levels for Devon County (12%), the South West Region (10%) and England (19%). 

 

The model estimates that unmet demand for AGPs in West Devon is equivalent to the capacity 

of only 0.1 of an AGP. 

  

FPM mapping of unmet demand for AGPs in West Devon shows that this is spread thinly across the 

borough, with no particular ‘hotspots’ of unmet demand. 

8. Used Capacity 

The model estimates that, in overall terms, West Devon AGP’s are used at about 47% of their 

capacity at peak times. This figure is less than the figures for Devon (68%), the South West Region 

(77%) and England (91%). The model estimates that the used capacity figures for each of the 3 

AGPs are: 

 

• Mount Kelly: 35% 

• OCRA Leisure Centre: 64% 

• Tavistock College Sports Centre: 39% 

 
9. Conclusions of FPM Assessment for Artificial Grass Pitches (AGPs) in West Devon 

• The level of unmet demand for AGPs in West Devon (7%) is below the levels for Devon 

County (12%), the South West Region (10%) and England (19%). 

 

• There are no specific parts of the borough where levels of unmet demand are sufficient to 

justify new AGP provision at the present time. 

 

• None of the 3 AGPs in West Devon are estimated to be operating at 100% of capacity - 

there is spare capacity at all existing sites in the Borough.  

 

• However, any future increases in demand (either through increases in participation or as a 

result of projected increases in population) are not taken into account in this FPM 

assessment. Therefore there is a need to consider further the likely implications of any future 

increases in demand for AGPs, and whether these can be met by existing provision. 

 

 

 



 

 

Appendices 
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APPENDIX 2: PROGRAMMING OF AGPs in SOUTH HAMS AND WEST DEVON 

 Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs  Fri Sat Sun 

KINGSBRIDGE 

COLLEGE 

 
The floodlights 

go off no later 

than 9pm 

throughout the 

week.  

Weekends 

availability 

between 9am 

and 9pm. 

 

 

 

ATP 

Used daily 

3.30pm 

 

Tag rugby 

(Junior) 

Training/knocko

ut 

Usually runs in 

Summer term 

and 

Into school hols 

7-8.30pm 

Using whole 

pitch 

ATP 

 

to 5pm for 

 

 

 

Senior football 

Training 

 

Throughout the 

year including 

some holidays 

 

6.30-7.30pm 

 

 

Using whole 

pitch 

ATP 

 

School clubs 

 

 

 

Junior football 

Training 

 

October to May 

Not in hols 

 

6-7.30pm 

 

Using whole 

pitch 

 

Senior football 

Training 

Sept/oct to 

June 

7.30-8.30pm 

Using half pitch 

ATP 

 

Football/rugby/ 

 

 

 

Junior hockey 

6-7 

Whole pitch 

Followed by 

ladies hockey 

training 7-

8.30pm 

Using whole 

pitch 

throughout 

school year 

term time only 

Ladies on 

through summer 

hols 

ATP 

 

Athletics/ 

hockey 

 

 

Staff football 

(Adults) 

between 4-6pm 

dependant on 

whether training 

or match 

ATP 

 

 

 

Junior football 

training 9-10am 

full pitch 

 

 

Use through 

hockey season 

Sept to April for 

matches 

 

Whole pitch 2 

hour sessions for 

ladies (adults) 

Used most 

weekends by 2 

teams – 

Kingsbridge and 

Dartmouth 

ATP 

 

 

 

Dads footie 

(adults) 1 hour 

every Sunday 

morning 

throughout the 

year – varying 

numbers from 6 

up to 40 using 

half pitch 

 Notes:    General comments on how full pitch is – during winter season and summer, weekdays and weekends......Plus comments 

on any demands which cannot be met/other issues.    Also your aspirations for the future.  

Training sessions usually run with the season Sept/Oct to April/May. Mid- week nights most popular (Tues-Thurs). Saturdays used for 

matches for hockey teams x 2 most weekends and other events like tournaments or fund raisers as one offs. Sunday quieter day 

generally just the Dad’s footie unless match fixtures are arranged. 
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 Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs  Fri Sat Sun 

IVYBRIDGE 

COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE 
 

Times available 

for community 

use (please 

amend) 

 

 e.g. 

 

Weekdays  

5.00pm-10.00 

pm 

 

Weekends  

9.00am – 

4.00pm 

 

Pitch normally 

divided into 

1/3rds? 

 

 

AWP1:  

5.30-6.30 Ivy 

town 2/3s, Police 

1/3  

6.30-8.30 FA Girls 

Centre of 

Excellence whole 

8.30-9.30 1/3 Ivy 

town, 2/3 men’s 

group 

 AWP2:  

5.30-6.30 Ivy 

town 

6.30-7.30 

Manstow 

7.30-9.00 Truro 

AWP1:  

 

5.30-9.00 PAFC 

Youth whole  

 

 

 

 

 

AWP2:  

 

5.30-6.30 PAFC 

 

6.30-7.30 

Manstow 

 

7.30-8.30 St 

Blazey 

 

8.30-9.30 Free 

AWP1:  

 

5.30-6.30 Ivy town 

whole 

 

6.30-8.30 FA Girls 

Centre of 

Excellence whole 

 

8.30-9.30 1/3 Ivy 

Town, 1/3 casual 

group, 1/3 

Beesands 

 

AWP2:  

 

5.30-6.30 Ivy town 

 

6.30-7.30 Manstow 

 

7.30-9.30 Ivy town   

AWP1:  

 

5.30-9.00 PAFC 

Youth whole  

 

 

 

 

AWP2:  

 

5.30-6.30 PAFC 

 

6.30-7.30 

Manstow 

 

7.30-8.30 Ivy 

town  

 

8.30-9.30 Free 

AWP1:  

 

5.30-6.30 2/3 

FA skills, 1/3 

Ivy town 

 

6.30-8.30 Ivy 

Rugby whole 

 

8.30-9.30 2/3 

men’s group, 

1/3 men’s 

group  

 

AWP2:  

 

5.30-6.30 

Manstow 

 

6.30-8.30 Ivy 

Rugby  

 

8.30-9.30 free 

AWP1:  

 

9.30-11.00 

Ugborough  

 

11.00-1.30 

casual bookings 

usually 

 

AWP2:  

 

9.30-11.00 

Ugborough  

 

11.00-1.30 

casual bookings 

usually  

 

AWP1:  

 

10.00-11.00 2/3 

Ermington mens  

1/3 free  

 

11.00-1.30 

casual bookings 

usually  

 

AWP2:  

 

9.30-1.30 casual 

bookings usually  

 Notes:  General enquiries from teams such as Chaddlewood, Manstow for early evening weekday bookings. The 

centre closes at 1.30pm weekends as we currently do not have enough business to keep the centre open. A few 

teams such as RBL Chaddlewood have enquired about making it a home pitch but we would want another team to 

play whilst they are playing away fixtures. When pitches are out, we often have PAFC youth matches and friendlies 

played on Saturday/Sunday mornings.  
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TAVISTOCK AWP schedule for October - March 

TIMES AREA MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY AREA SATURDAY SUNDAY 

5.00 - 

6.00 

A   

MINI SOCCER 

TCFC U15 GIRLS 
MASH UP 

(GIRLS) 

STAFF 

FOOTBALL 

A 
Football 11am-

12noon 

  

B   
MINI SOCCER 

(GIRLS) 
TCFC U9 

C   

 

    

Football 

3.30-

5pm 

6.00 - 

7.00 

A THISTLES U13 TCFC U10 THISTLES U14   
Tavi Specials 

7 A Side 

League 

6-9pm B THISTLES U16 TCFC U11 TCFC U14   

C   TCFC U11     FFF 

B 
Princetown/AFC/  

TCFC Matches 

  

7.00 - 

8.00 

A Crick TCFC LADIES TCFC MENS 1ST TCFC U15 
FFF 

  B Watters Princetown FC TCFC MENS 2ND TRFC 

C Langsford  Bere Alston FC  TCFC U18 Milton Abbot FC TCFC U12 

8.00 - 

9.00 

A Langsford  Northey AFC 1ST TRFC Colts 
FFF 

  

B   Princetown FC AFC 2ND   

C   

  
C   Lamerton FC Football     

9.00 - 

10.00 

A     MCFC TRFC Colts     

B           7 A Side 

League 

6-9pm C           
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 Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs  Fri Sat Sun 

 

OKEHAMPTON 

COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE 

 
The floodlights 

go off 9.30 – 

10.00 pm 

 

USED BY 

COLLEGE  IN 

DAYTIME 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Chagford 

Football 

training in 

evening 

 

 

 

 

 

Okehampton 

Hockey Club 

Okehampton 

youth football 

– all age 

groups 

 

 

 

 

 

Okehampton 

Rugby 

 

Okehampton 

Football 

 

 

 

 

 

Okehampton 

Rugby juniors 

 

Youth night 

(various 

activities) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Okehampton 

Hockey Club  

junior training 

in am and 

matches in 

pm 

 

 

 

 

 

5v5 and other 

events 

Festivals 

NGB training 

courses  

 Notes:    Pitch is well used by local teams for football, hockey and rugby but there are some spare slots on 

weekday evenings and on Sundays 

 

 Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs  Fri Sat Sun 

 

KEVICC, 

TOTNES 

 
The floodlights 

go off 9.30 – 

10.00 pm 

 

USED BY 

COLLEGE  IN 

DAYTIME 

 

 

Dart Hockey 

Club training 

 

 

 

Ipplepen FC 

7-8pm (1/2 

pitch) 

 

Totnes Dodos 

FC 8 – 9pm 

 

 

 

 

Totnes & 

Dartington Jnr 

6-7pm 

Totnes & 

Dartington Jnr 

7 - 8pm 

Wrinkley 

Hockey 1 hr 

 

 

 

 

Totnes & 

Dartington Jnr 

6-7pm 

Meadowbroo

k 7-8pm (1/2 

pitch) 

Totnes Dodos 

FC 8 – 9pm 

 

 

 

 

Totnes & 

Dartington Jnr 

6-7pm (1/2 

pitch) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Previously Dart 

Hockey 

Matches 

 

 

 

Occasional 

fixtures and 

events 

  

 Notes:    Occasional use by the Rugby Club 
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APPENDIX 3: POSSIBLE PROVISION/LOCATIONS OF AGPS IN PLYMOUTH, SOUTH HAMS AND WEST DEVON 

  

Full size 3g FTP 

(football) 

Full size IRB22 

(rugby & football) 

Full size sand 

based AGP 

(hockey) 

9v9 3g FTP 

(football) 

Half size IRB22 

(rugby & football) 

Notes 

Plymouth Strategy           

1 1. New provision in 

north/central of city 

(Manadon) 

    Alternative to 1 

    

2 2. New provision in 

north west of city 

      

    

3 3. New provision in 

east of city: 

Plympton 

(Hele/Ridgeway) 

    Alternative to 3 

    

4   4.New provision in 

east of City/S.Hams: 

Horsham/Elburton/     

Staddiscombe  

    Alternative to 4 

  

5     5. Additional pitch 

at UCP Marjon 

(double site) 

(replacement for 

Manadon) 

  

    

6     6.New provision 

elsewhere in city  

  

    

  Commercial 

provision in 

Plymouth 

      

    

 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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Full size 3g FTP 

(football) 

Full size IRB22 

(rugby & football) 

Full size sand 

based AGP 

(hockey) 

9v9 3g FTP 

(football) 

Half size IRB22 

(rugby & football) 

Notes 

South Hams Strategy 

7 7. New provision in 

Totnes  

   Alternative to 7.     

8 8. New provision in 

Kingsbridge 

   Alternative to 8.     

9   

9. New provision in 

Ivybridge     

Alternative to 9 

  

10 10. New provision in 

Dartmouth 

  Alternative surface 

to 10.   

  

  

11 

    11. New provision in 

Sherford    

  

  

12 

  

  12. Replace KEVICC 

AGP or new 

provision on 

alternative site 
  

  

  

13   

  13. New provision 

along A38 corridor   

  

  

West Devon Strategy 
14   14.New provision in  

Okehampton 

    Alternative to 14   

15      15. Upgrade Mount 

Kelly & secure 

satisfactory 

community access 

or new provision 

elsewhere with full 

community access 
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