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Barne Barton enjoys an enviable location overlooking the River Tamar. It is the first view of the city for many river, road and 
rail users, especially from the Tamar Bridge. It has a good amount of green spaces, although there is limited public access. In 
addition, access to the waterfront is presently limited by Ministry of Defence (MoD) ownership.

The area suffers from a number of social and environmental problems, some of which can be traced back to its former 
role as a military housing site. This means there are a lot of similar housing and a lack of facilities that would normally have 
developed alongside the housing to service such a neighbourhood. 

New developments will help to support existing facilities and to make the new ones more viable. The priority should be on 
developments which help to address these issues and will help to make Barne Barton a more sustainable neighbourhood. It 
is important that new development addresses local concerns, and does not simply exacerbate existing ones. If its potential 
can be realised, Barne Barton could become one of Plymouth’s most successful neighbourhoods. The area has high levels of 
deprivation, but there is a good community spirit with strong local leadership.

WhAT WE hAvE fOuNd OuT ABOuT yOuR cOmmuNiTy
Provision of shopping facilities does not meet the  ■
needs of the local population. According to Census 
data, the average distance to a food store for Barne 
Barton residents is 940 metres. This is not considered 
sustainable. However, the Sustainable Neighbourhood 
Assessment found that local shops are vulnerable due 
to the small number of people living within walking 
distance. Increasing local population would help to 
support the local services.

The area is let down by the poor condition of open  ■
spaces and the public areas. Improvements to these 
areas would help to strengthen local community 
identity and improve the general perception of the 
area.

The steep slopes in parts of the neighbourhood, and  ■
existing street patterns limit pedestrian and cyclists 
movements. Ways to improve getting around within 
the neighbourhood and links to other areas should be 
explored.

Barne Barton Accessibility Action Plan has improved  ■
accessibility. 

Although there is considerable open and green  ■
space in the neighbourhood, access to much of it is 
controlled by the MoD and is not made available to 
residents. The neighbourhood also has inadequate 
access to the Tamar River on its western border. 

Barne Barton is high on the list of areas with social  ■
deprivation nationally. It is an area of concern in terms 
of crime.

Its residents experience problems with poor health. ■

There is a lack of local employment opportunities.  ■
The neighbourhood has one of the lowest job-to-
resident ratios in Plymouth. The relative isolation of the 
neighbourhood and the lack of local jobs may partially 
explain the relatively high level of residents that do not 
work. 

Barne Barton workers journey to work is further than  ■
most other residents in the city. Given the lack of jobs 
in the neighbourhood, fewer residents are able to walk 
or cycle to work (13% vs 17% for Plymouth). This is 
reflected in the fact that public transport usage is at 
a significantly higher rate (19 % compared to 13% for 
Plymouth) than in other parts of the city.

The area is not easy to move around in for  ■
pedestrians because of the steep slopes and difficult 
street network.

The neighbourhood has a very low rate of owner- ■
occupancy, significantly below the Plymouth average 
(37% compared to 64%). The rate of residents in social 
housing is over twice the average for Plymouth (53% 
21%).

WhAT dO yOu ThiNk? 
Find out about events and make your comments at www.plymouth.gov.uk/ldf from 16 February to 30 March 2011
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Does the Barracks site represent 
opportunities for development such
as a children’s centre, training, employment
or community uses etc.?
 

St Budeaux District Centre - 
outside of neighbourhood, but
important provider of facilities

Planning permission for residential 
development on former school site    

Should former school field be developed 
for open space and residential development
improved links to the local centre?

Are there opportunities 
for limited residential 
development to support 
the management of 
Blackie Woods?

Planning permission for residential 
development at Kinterbury Square

Should MOD Sports Pitches be retained
for sport / open space?

Should greenspace be retained 
with particular reference to nature 
conservation?

Should there be better access 
to the waterfront?

BB??
This symbol represents
the green spaces in the
neighbourhood.

Please identify which green spaces 
are of importance to you and why?

Have we missed any green spaces?

Combined energy from waste
facility has been put forward for
this site.  

Should new facilities and improvements
to public realm be focused around the 
Community Centre?

LL?? 
Do you consider the shopping 
facilities in this neighbourhood are
adequate?  If not let us know what
needs to be changed.  
For example, do you feel that the
centres are safe and attractive?
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OBjEcTivEs WE ThiNk cOuld 
hElp guidE fuTuRE chANgEs

Important greenspaces should be retained. Let us  ■
know which areas you feel should be protected.

Possible future development opportunities, including  ■
releases of MoD land, and vacated school sites. These 
offer the option to consider sites for a range of uses 
to address some of the deficiencies identified in the 
neighbourhood. 

The residential redevelopment opportunities should  ■
be used to provide a better mix of housing type and 
particularly tenure.

Additional health and medical facilities would provide  ■
a valuable local facility, helping to reduce the need to 
travel and improve local levels of health.

Locating community facilities close to the existing  ■
shops will help to strengthen the local centres.

The barracks site is an opportunity to provide space  ■
for a children’s centre, training, employment or 
community uses. 

The area has some excellent views over the River  ■
Tamar. Opportunities should be taken to improve 
public access to the waterfront and open spaces.

Despite facilities provided in recent years there is still  ■
a lack of important community facilities e.g. religious 
meeting places, pub, sports and health facilities. This is 
made worse by the isolated location. 

A glimpsE Of WhAT This  
mighT mEAN

There is potential for change and new development  ■
within the neighbourhood. New development 
should help to address some of the concerns in the 
community that have been identified. 

The most recent development proposal is for a  ■
proposed waste to energy plant on part of Her 
Majesty’s Naval Base North Yard. MVV Umwelt has 
been selected as the South West Devon Waste 
Partnership’s preferred bidder. Although MVV is 
the preferred bidder, the company needs to apply 
for planning consent. It intends to submit a planning 
application in the spring.

No decisions have been made on any changes 
to the neighbourhood. We want to hear from 
communities about what they want in their 
areas.

glOssARy

local centre - a small number of shops and facilities 
that are generally used by people living in walking 
distance.

district centre - a number of shops and facilities 
that people will travel for, for example it might include a 
larger supermarket.


