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Derriford is in the northern part of Plymouth, and is centred on Derriford roundabout on the A386. It includes a number 
of residential areas, retail parks, employment areas and other uses which are not well connected and do not have a lot in 
common. 

It is often difficult to move between these places because of the steep valleys which lie between them – most of the built up 
areas in Derriford are on hill tops. 

Most of the people who use the facilities in Derriford neighbourhood are workers at the business parks or hospital and 
people shopping at the retail outlets. 

The neighbourhood occupies a key location in the north of the city, on a main transport route. It is home to some of the 
most important employment areas in the city. It is for these reasons that most of the neighbourhood is covered by the 
Derriford and Seaton Area Action Plan (AAP) which aims to create a new heart for northern Plymouth. The remainder of 
the neighbourhood is covered by this pamphlet and is mostly concerned with the residential areas to the north and west of 
the A386.

What WE havE FOunD Out abOut yOuR cOmmunIty
The community has a small neighbourhood centre at  ■
Upland Drive, and contains the Notre Dame Roman 
Catholic Girls School.

In general, although there is good access to the  ■
hospital, shopping and employment along the A386, 
there is a lack of local facilities for the residential 
neighbourhoods.

A large proportion of the housing is owner-occupied,  ■
and densities are very low due to the large number 
of detached properties. Generally, this suggests that 
there is not a choice of house types and there is little 
affordable housing.

The neighbourhood is relatively well connected to  ■
the rest of Plymouth by public transport, with many 
good bus services running along the A386 into the 
city and the hospital. It is not, however, particularly 
easy to walk around, given the steep valleys and the 
A386 which forms a barrier between the residential 
neighbourhoods to the west and the hospital and 
other uses to the east. 

The neighbourhood does not have a clear identity or  ■
sense of place as a result of the disjointed ‘islands’ of 
development on hill tops that are not well connected 
and do not have a lot in common.

What DO yOu thInk? 
Find out about events and make your comments at www.plymouth.gov.uk/ldf from 16 February to 30 March 2011



Local Centre - Upland Drive.

Is there a need to improve access 
across the A386, so that it is less of a 
barrier to pedestrians and cyclists?

DR??
This symbol represents
the green spaces in the
neighbourhood.

Please identify which green spaces 
are of importance to you and why?

Have we missed any green spaces?

LL??
Do you consider the shopping 
facilities in this neighbourhood are
adequate?  If not let us know what
needs to be changed.  
For example, do you feel that the
centres are safe and attractive?

This area is excluded from this
Development Plan Document
as it is covered by the 
Derriford and Seaton
Area Action Plan.

Land off Blunts lane.
Potential for residential
development as part of the
wider development covered
by the Derriford and Seaton 
Area Action Plan.  Would you 
support this proposal?
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If you would like this leaflet in an alternative format please call 01752 305477

ObjEctIvEs WE thInk cOulD 
guIDE FutuRE changEs

A number of the issues raised through the work we have 
done with you in Derriford will be resolved through the 
detailed policies and proposals in the Derriford and Seaton 
AAP. In the remainder of the neighbourhood, the following 
principles could be used to set out your aspirations for the 
future. 

Access to community facilities should be improved  ■
where possible, particularly by creating more meeting 
places for the community and young people, and 
exploring whether there are sufficient schools in the 
neighbourhood.

New housing development could help to support  ■
local services, and could help to introduce a greater 
variety of houses and some affordable housing.

Make the neighbourhood easier to walk and cycle  ■
around, and investigate ways to improve links across 
the A386.

Investment in recreational facilities and open / green  ■
spaces. 

a glImpsE OF What thIs  
mIght mEan

Derriford neighbourhood as a whole will be changed 
in line with the Derriford and Seaton AAP to become 
the principal focus for northern Plymouth. This will have 
benefits for those parts of the neighbourhood not covered 
by the AAP including:

Improved range of facilities and shops within walking  ■
distance.

Improved connections across the A386. ■

Improved road infrastructure and bus services. ■

There are limited opportunities for new development in 
the neighbourhood. If there is scope for development, it 
could:

Provide a greater choice of houses in the  ■
neighbourhood by having smaller houses and 
apartments.

Include some affordable houses. ■

Create more green space and facilities for younger  ■
people which could help to reinforce the sense of 
community and identity in the neighbourhood.

Please note: The Derriford and Seaton Area Action Plan is 
also available for you to comment on at  
www.plymouth.gov.uk/ldf

no decisions have been made on any changes 
to the neighbourhood. We want to hear from 
communities about what they want in their 
areas.

glOssaRy

local centre - a small number of shops and facilities 
that are generally used by people living in walking 
distance.

housing density - the number of homes in an area 
e.g. flats are higher density than a detached house.


