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 DERRIFORD  
 Sustainable Neighbourhoods Development Plan 
Document Consultation 16/02/2011 – 30/03/2011

 
SUMMARY OF RESPONSES 
This is a summary of some of the key issues emerging from the consultation process. Full copies of 
the representations can be viewed at the following web site: 
Five representations were received from residents the majority of whom thought that the 
summary of the neighbourhood was a reasonable reflection of the situation. 

Shopping 

There was general dissatisfaction with the local shopping facilities.  Upland Drive is considered 
adequate in terms of meeting the needs of immediate community, but inadequate to serve the 
wider neighbourhood. There were concerns over the accessibility of the limited shopping facilities, 
particularly for the elderly and those who cannot drive. 

Local issues  

Most respondents referred to the lack of community facilities for young and old including a lack of 
cafes, pubs and places for people to meet. The community hall was referred to by a couple of 
respondents, who highlighted the need to improve this facility for the benefit of the local 
community. One comment related to improved accessibility for cyclists and pedestrians 
surrounding Derriford Roundabout and the A386. These comments have been referred to the 
Derriford and Seaton AAP for consideration. 

Important Greenspaces 

The green spaces DR05, DR04, DR03, and DR01 were described as vital in keeping the 
community in contact with nature. DR09 was referred to as an important greenspace, regularly 
used for recreation. Comments all related to the protection of these greenspaces, as well as 
improving access into them, particularly for DR01. One comment received, referred to proposals 
such as the Forder Valley Link Road which is contained within the Derriford Area Action Plan. 
These comments have therefore been referred to that document for consideration. 

Potential Development Sites 

No sites were highlighted as having potential for development within the neighbourhood; 
however, respondents did highlight facilities which they felt should be provided such as allotments 
and children’s play equipment. 

Other Comments 

 Derriford is a quiet residential area and more housing would have an adverse impact on 
traffic 

 Footpaths through the greenspaces and nature reserves should be improved 

 Allotments and children’s play equipment should be provided 

 Issues surrounding commuter parking along Looseleigh Close 

 Concerns over the condition of some footpaths, particularly between Looseleigh Close and 
Tavistock Road 

 Improvements to pedestrian and cyclist accessibility across the A386 



Q2 – How are you connected with this neighbourhood?  
Q3a – Do you generally agree with the summary of this neighbourhood? 
Q3b – If not, what would you like to change? 
Q4 – What do you think of the shopping facilities? 
Q5 – Briefly in order of importance, what do you think are the biggest issues in the neighbourhood? e.g. youth facilities, traffic, affordable homes etc. 
Q6a – Which green spaces/parks are important to you and why? (please identify them using the numbers on the map) 
Q6b – Are there any areas of green or open space that are not shown which you feel should be protected? Please explain why 
Q7 – Identify any sites you feel should or could be developed and for what purpose? 

 

Full Name 
 Q2  Q3a  3b  Q4 -  Q5 -  Q6 -  Q6b  Q7 -  Other comments   Upload   

Mrs  
Gwen  
MacPherson 
SNDPD23 

resident Yes  There is only one general 
store for the residents of 
Derriford to the north and 
west of the A386. The small 
shopping centre is safe and 
adequate However if a person 
has difficulty walking/doesn't 
drive then shopping can be a 
problem. This would be an 
issue even if more shops were 
built because of the hilly 
nature of the area. All 
residents are reliant on their 
cars to get to the other retail 
facilities e.g. the large 
supermarket 5 minutes away 
as well as the facilities at 
Glacis retail Park. However 
more shops in this 
neighbourhood would 
increase traffic in a highly 
residential area. 

Community Hall - facilities 
for the community to meet. 
The possibility of improving 
the use of the community hall 
associated the Church should 
be investigated. This would 
also benefit the relatively 
small number of 
children/young people in the 
area.  
 
This is a well established 
quiet residential area. More 
housing would have an 
adverse impact on traffic. 

The green spaces DR05, 
DR04, DR03, and DR01 are 
a 'green lung' through this 
part of Plymouth and are 
vital to keeping this part of 
Plymouth in touch with 
nature. The Southway Valley 
nature reserve must remain 
in tact. There are deer, 
foxes, pheasant and other 
wildlife that depend on this 
area. To encourage more 
people to use it the 
footpaths through the nature 
reserve should be improved. 
The possibility of setting up a 
group of volunteers to work 
in the nature reserve could 
be considered. 

 The possibility of 
using any spaces 
for allotments 
should be 
considered. 

 

 

Rev  
Stuart  
Nixon 
SNDPD28 

Local 
Minister and 
resident 

Yes  They are OK for a local 
parade of shops. Elderly 
residents and people without 
their own transport may find 
it difficult to get to the local 
larger supermarkets and into 
the city centre. 

Community meeting pace - 
We, at Derriford Church 
have recently done a 
community audit which 
suggests that there is need 
for a place for local residents, 
both Elderly and young 
people, to meet. (We have 
no cafes, pubs, social clubs 
etc, on the estate). We have 
a vision to use the well used 
church hall in this way but it 
needs serious upgrading to 
enable this to happen. (DDA, 
Kitchen, etc) 

DR09. It is right opposite my 
house and church. We use it 
regularly for playing games 
etc. The children's group and 
Youth Club use it during the 
summer for games and fun. 

 Derriford estate 
could do with a 
small children's 
play area with 
swings, slides, etc, 
particularly for 
toddlers. 

 

 



Mr  
R  
Sroka 
SNDPD77 

Resident Yes The leaflet gives 
a good summary 
of the Derriford 
neighbourhood 
outside that 
covered by the 
Area Action Plan 
on which I will 
be commenting 
separately. My 
comments are 
listed as follows. 

The local centre at Upland 
Drive is totally inadequate to 
serve the Derriford 
community and is usually 
bypassed except by those 
living in the immediate 
vicinity. This facility could be 
complemented by another 
local centre at the Crownhill 
Retail Park. This option 
obviously will be redundant if 
the AAP and its new district 
shopping centre is adopted. 

 The nature reserve DR01 
(and beyond) is not easily 
accessible to the Derriford 
community except by car. 
Could a small car parking 
area be introduced at one of 
its entry points, say, off 
Tamerton Foliot Rd close to 
Looseleigh Lane? In addition, 
could there be a public 
footpath linking the nature 
reserve with Quarry Wood 
thus creating a through route 
from Crownhill Fort to 
Whitleigh Valley? 

  1) Pedestrians and Cyclists at Derriford Roundabout  
 
I understand the AAP proposes a four-arm junction to replace 
Derriford roundabout if adopted. It is however worth 
considering the appalling mess it currently presents to 
pedestrians and cyclists alike to prevent mistakes next time 
round.  
 
For example:  
 
· The pedestrian (un)controlled light on the north side of 
Looseleigh Lane is always at red. It never changes and there is 
no pedestrian controlled light on the south side.  
 
· There is no pedestrian crossing over the A386 at the 
Looseleigh Lane junction.  
 
· Pedestrians on the west side of the A386 wishing to use the 
bus-stop on the east side of the A386 for southbound buses 
first have to cross into the central island of the roundabout 
before negotiating a way over involving another road.  
 
There are many other awkward combinations that tempt 
pedestrian/cyclists into making dangerous shortcuts across the 
roundabout and dual carriageways.  
 
Please ensure that, in future, Transport and Highways take 
into account the pedestrians’ viewpoint as well as the 
motorists’.  
 
2) Pedestrians and Cyclists along the A386  
 
On the west side of the A386 between Crownhill Fort and 
Derriford Roundabout, Transport and Highways department 
has thoughtfully placed the pedestrian way on the outside of 
the cycle way so that pedestrians are forced to walk nearest 
to the road. This is a very unpleasant experience being in close 
proximity to traffic, particularly in wet weather. It would also 
be a mistake to think that cyclists are sympathetic to those 
pedestrians who walk on the inside cycle way. They are 
subject to the same kind of abuse that cyclists receive 
themselves from some car drivers.  
 
Please ensure that Transport and Highways walk the routes 
they plan for pedestrians and cyclists.  
 
3) Advertising along the A386 and Derriford Roundabout  
 
There appears to be no control over advertising, particularly 
at the roundabout. There are always banners of varying size 
and quality tied to fences; sometimes free-standing trailers; 

 



always stickers on traffic signs advertising “one man and his 
van” or similar. From time to time, the Mercedes Showroom 
park their show cars on the strip of land between the 
Showroom and the A386 which has been reserved for road 
widening.  
 
Please could Transport and Highways take control of this 
situation to prevent such abuse?  
 
4) Commuter Parking along Looseleigh Close  
 
Since the introduction of staff car parking at Derriford 
Hospital, Looseleigh Close has been used for commuter 
parking by some hospital staff. Frequently, when both sides of 
the road are parked on, larger vehicles - such as delivery vans 
or emergency vehicles - are prevented from accessing the 
Franklyns area and the police have to be called to force their 
removal. Requests to Transport and Highways department to 
address this problem have been rejected in an inappropriate 
manner.  
 
Please make sure that Transport and Highways are actively 
involved in your consultation plans so that they understand 
customer issues and hopefully learn how to be less pompous 
and dismissive in the way they deal with the public.  
 
5) Unadopted Paths  
 
I’m not sure what can be done to force landowners to 
maintain paths over which the public appears to have 
established a right of way. For example, the path that links 
Looseleigh Close and Tavistock Road is in a dangerous 
condition and has been for several years.  
 
Please could you investigate who has responsibility for 
maintaining this path and thereby encourage them to do so. 
Likewise for other such unadopted paths in the 
neighbourhood. 

Mr  
David  
Bloy 
British Land 
Company 
PLC 
SNDPD136 

         

File 
Attached 

Mr H 
Grimshaw 
SNDPD248 
 

Frequent 
visitor (on 
foot) 

No  Not entirely - see my 
comments on the Forder 
Valley Link Road:  
 

Forder Valley LNR, Bircham 
Valley LNR in their entirety - 
designated as Local Nature 
Reserves and should remain 

All green spaces should be 
protected 

None the 
area is in 
danger of 
over 

  

 

www.plymouth.gov.uk/derriford_-_british_land.pdf


This road would destroy an 
ancient and active badger sett, 
and create a barrier against 
the movement of wildlife 
disregarding plans of a green 
corridor.  
 
I disagree and protest the plan 
to poach nature reserve land. 
During construction of bus 
lanes on B3413, nose to tail 
traffic chaos through Leigham 
Estate would be horrendous. 
Drainage from this link road 
would add to the threat of 
flooding downstream. Difficult 
to imagine a viaduct being a 
high quality landmark addition 
to the landscape.  
 
Better the money spent 
repairing existing road and 
network which is in a terrible 
state. 

as such for the wellbeing of 
flora and fauna as distinct 
from man. 

developm
ent! 

 


