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Efford is an attractive residential community with a good provision of green space and stunning views from parts of the 
neighbourhood across to the Plym Estuary. 

A great deal of work has been done locally by the Council through the Efford Building Communities Initiative in conjunction 
with the Heart of Efford Community Partnership. A new policy framework for Efford neighbourhood was devised based on 
a master plan in 2007. This was commissioned by Plymouth City Council and the South West Regional Development Agency 
and undertaken by consultants Shillam and Smith.

Further improvements have been identified, for example, there is an imbalance in the type of housing with most of the 
homes being mainly social housing. Over 40% of homes are semi detached and house prices are significantly lower in the 
neighbourhood compared to the average for the city. 

There is a confusing network of roads and pathways and limited community facilities and retail services. Addressing these 
issues could help further revitalise the area and create better links with other neighbourhoods.

There has been a fall in reported crime, an improvement in life expectancy and a reduction in youth unemployment 
although they are still an issue in comparison to other areas. 

What WE havE FOunD Out abOut yOuR cOmmunity
Efford has a high level of social housing and has lots of  ■
semi-detached, low-density housing.

There is a low level of employment in the area with a  ■
low ratio of jobs to residents. 

There are parts of the neighbourhood that are well  ■
outside of walking distance to the local centres. 
The neighbourhood’s steep hills make access for 
pedestrians difficult. In addition, public consultation 
revealed dissatisfaction with the current shopping 
facilities.

The age and household profile of the neighbourhood  ■
is younger than the city average and there are lots of 
families with dependent children. However, there are 
a limited number of community facilities to meet their 
needs.

The neighbourhood has low educational attainment  ■
compared to other parts of the city. The new school 
should help to improve this situation by providing an 
improved learning environment.

There is a lack of community space for socialising,  ■
holding local events and activities. Residents would like 
a community centre.

Public consultation revealed concern about anti-social  ■
behaviour. in parts of the neighbourhood, but the 
overall crime rates are falling.

The neighbourhood is well served by accessible green  ■
spaces but there is a lack of quality space for all year 
sport and recreation.

The public realm lacks a sense of place and there is a  ■
poorly defined network of roads and pathways. This is 
compounded by the steep hills.

Public consultation revealed that residents find the  ■
road network confusing and also revealed the need for 
possible traffic calming measures.

Residents are highly reliant on private cars to  ■
commute. However, public transport is also quite 
critical for many people given the neighbourhood’s 
isolation.

What DO yOu think? 
Find out about events and make your comments at www.plymouth.gov.uk/ldf from 16 February to 31 March 2011



Are further public realm and 
environmental improvements 
required at Torridge Way Local
Centre?

Sports pitches should be retained
and enhanced, do you agree?

Potential for possible mixed 
commercial/residential 
development on old school site, 
would you support this proposal?  
Playing field to be retained for 
community use, do you agree?

Planning Permission granted for residential 
development with mitigation for loss of 
sports pitches and retention of bowling green.

EF??
This symbol represents
the green spaces in the
neighbourhood.

Please identify which green spaces 
are of  importance to you and why?

Have we missed any green spaces?

New school building with 
potential for enhanced 
community use.
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LL??
Do you consider the shopping 
facilities in this neighbourhood are
adequate?  If not let us know what
needs to be changed.  
For example, do you feel that the
centres are safe and attractive?

Improve awareness of and
review improvement options
for historic fortifications.
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If you would like this leaflet in an alternative format please call 01752 305477

ObjEctivEs WE think cOulD 
guiDE FutuRE changEs

The neighbourhood would benefit from more  ■
diverse housing. This could be done by limiting social 
housing and increasing opportunities for private rental 
properties and owner occupation. New development 
also needs to contribute to improving roads and paths 
to make moving around the neighbourhood quicker, 
clearer and easier.

New development should be mixed use when  ■
possible in order to introduce new employment and 
community facilities to the neighbourhood. Where 
possible, better connections should be made with 
Marsh Mills and the employment area in neighbouring 
Leigham and Mainstone.

Reinforcing the existing centres in Efford through  ■
mixed used development should help to provide 
the neighbourhood with increased economic 
opportunities and a greater variety of housing. 

Enhancing the role of the historic fortifications could  ■
create a neighbourhood landmark that increases the 
sense of place.

Opportunities for new neighbourhood facilities  ■
could help to meet the needs of all sectors of the 
community. These should also be educational to raise 
the skill level, particularly of younger residents.

Strategic interventions that improve the road network,  ■
make it more appealing to pedestrians and cyclists and 
enhance accessibility to adjoining areas such as the 
Marsh Mills employment area should be pursued.

Important areas of green space should be protected.  ■
Let us know which areas you consider important 
and where there are opportunities for improving the 
quality of existing space.

glOssaRy

local centre - a small number of shops and facilities 
that are generally used by people living in walking 
distance.

mixed use development - a development that has a 
number of uses, for example housing, offices and shops.

sense of place - features that make the area feel 
special.

landmark - something that is distinctive and can often 
be seen from a distance to help people find where they 
are.

a glimpsE OF What this  
might mEan

Efford has many positive attributes but there is a need to 
address its deficiencies and improve quality of life. Recent 
developments including the new school and new housing 
have gone some way towards addressing some of these 
issues. 

New development should address this by ensuring  ■
that it provides new opportunities for residents 
whether through employment opportunities, training/
education or community facilities.

Several sites in Efford have been put forward as having the 
potential for new development including Unity Park and 
part of the vacated Plym View school site. In addition there 
is the potential for smaller infill or unplanned sites to come 
forward. These sites could form a new and vital spine 
through the neighbourhood and should be developed so 
that there is a mix of homes and uses that bring greater 
vitality and activity to the neighbourhood. 

New development should also help to make the 
neighbourhood easier to get around by enhancing roads 
and pathways so they provide pedestrians and cyclists with 
a better environment. 

Improvements to public spaces and the existing centre 
at Torridge Way should be considered so it has a more 
central role in the community. 

Better connections between Efford and the employment 
area at Marsh Mills could help to improve employment 
prospects.

no decisions have been made on any changes 
to the neighbourhood. We want to hear from 
communities about what they want in their 
areas.


