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Eggbuckland is one of the city’s historic neighbourhoods, located to the north west of the city centre.  There are steep 
green valleys to the west and north, and while this contributes to its character, it can mean that walking around parts of 
the neighbourhood is more difficult for the elderly, and those with mobility problems.  The neighbourhood is built on a high 
point, providing wide, panoramic views of the city and valley to the north and east.  Throughout the area, the church spire of 
St Edward (formerly St. Erasmus) within the historic hamlet of Eggbuckland creates a  landmark within the neighbourhood 
and a visual focus to the neighbourhood.  Other developments of historical significance include Bowden Battery (Crownhill 
Garden Centre) and Eggbuckland Keep, both of which are designated as Scheduled Ancient Monuments.  Austin Fort is 
also significant as part of the Palmerston fortifications, as well as the remains of the military roads which connected the 
‘Palmerston Ring’.  Development in the rest of the neighbourhood mainly consists of post-war housing estates.

Eggbuckland has a high level of owner-occupancy and a higher concentration of detached properties when compared with 
the city average.  There are very few flats in the neighbourhood.  There are a limited number of shops and community 
facilities and the steep hills reduce the number of people living within walking distance. 

WhAt WE hAvE foUND oUt ABoUt yoUr CommUNity

There is a lack of opportunities for people to work  ■
locally. The neighbourhood has one of the lowest job-
to-resident ratios in Plymouth.  This may account, in 
part, for the high percentage of people who commute 
to work by car.  For those working in Eggbuckland 
(both local residents and those that come from 
elsewhere), the neighbourhood’s poor accessibility 
means that most workers arrive by car and few use 
public transport.  Frequency of bus services and bus 
routes connections to other parts of the city maybe 
an issue.

The overall density of development is lower than  ■
might be expected given Eggbuckland’s central location 
within the city.  The neighbourhood has a lack of 
social housing and flats on offer. A limited amount of 
additional development of higher density, particularly 
affordable housing, would help to support local 
services.

There is a lack of community facilities, particularly for  ■
young people.  Existing facilities such as the library and 
adult education centre are difficult to get to by foot 
for residents of Eggbuckland, due to the steep hills

The average distance residents have to travel to  ■
access local food shops and GP premises is among the 
highest in Plymouth.  

The neighbourhood has an historic core that serves as  ■
a useful landmark that strengthens local identity. Most 
of the neighbourhood is car-oriented and not easy to 

get around for pedestrians.  The residential areas tend 
to be cul de sacs, and the pedestrian routes through 
them are not well overlooked and maybe perceived as 
unsafe and not accessible to all.  This, coupled with the 
steep hills may account for why there is not a higher 
use of public transport from residents going to other 
areas of the city as well as workers arriving in the 
neighbourhood.

There is a lack of open space for formal recreation,  ■
and few play areas. Development appears to turn its 
back on many of the green spaces. However, access to 
green space is good.  

Problems of traffic and speeding motorists trying to  ■
find alternative routes to the A38 from Derriford have 
been identified as a local issue.

WhAt Do yoU thiNK? 
Find out about events and make your comments at www.plymouth.gov.uk/ldf from 16 February to 30 March 2011



Should improved pedestrian 
access between Eggbuckland 
and Leigham be considered?

This area is excluded from this
Development Plan Document
as it is covered by the 
Derriford and Seaton Area 
Action Plan.

EG??
This symbol represents
the green spaces in the
neighbourhood.

Please identify which green spaces 
are of importance to you and why?

Have we missed any green spaces?

Delamere Road
Local Centre.

Frogmore Avenue
Local Centre.
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LL??
Do you consider the shopping 
facilities in this neighbourhood are
adequate?  If not let us know what
needs to be changed.  
For example, do you feel that the
centres are safe and attractive?

Improve awareness of and
review improvement options
for historic fortifications.

Improve awareness of and
review improvement options
for historic fortifications.
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If you would like this leaflet in an alternative format please call 01752 305477

oBjECtivEs WE thiNK CoULD 
GUiDE fUtUrE ChANGEs iN 
EGGBUCKLAND

The land available in Eggbuckland for new  ■
development is limited, due in part to its steep hills.  .

Should future opportunities arise, new development  ■
should aim to be sustainable in all respects.  Increasing 
density / population within Eggbuckland, with a range 
of type and tenure across the neighbourhood, would 
help to support and sustain the existing centres, 
providing a good range of facilities for the community 
which would aim to increase opportunities for local 
employment in the area.

Important green spaces should be retained.  Let us  ■
know which areas you feel should be protected.

Future development opportunities should seek to  ■
create a more accessible neighbourhood which is 
easier and quicker to find your way around with 
better public spaces including meeting places and 
improved links to open spaces.  Improvements should 
be made to pedestrian links within the neighbourhood, 
particularly to the local centres, and through and 
between green spaces.

Any future development opportunities should respect  ■
and improve the existing character around Church Hill.

The use of sustainable transport should be promoted,  ■
together with breaking down the existing barriers to 
pedestrian/cycle movement across the main routes 
which can be very busy and difficult to cross.

Improvement to the public streets and spaces would  ■
provide greater feeling of security and prosperity. 
Better paths  and  signage could also help people 
move around the neighbourhood.

GLossAry

Local Centre - a small number of shops and facilities 
that are generally used by people living in walking 
distance.

District Centre - a number of shops and facilities 
that people will travel for, for example it might include a  
larger supermarket.

A GLimpsE of WhAt this  
miGht mEAN

These are some of the changes which could happen.

There is little opportunity to improve the mix  ■
of dwelling type and tenure at present. No sites 
have been identified in the Strategic Housing Land 
Availability Assessment

Greenspace protection for the more important  ■
open spaces.  No opportunities have been identified 
to provide for new open spaces or sports facilities. 
The focus should therefore be on improvements to 
existing green spaces.  

Proposals being put forward within the Derriford  ■
and Seaton Area Action Plan which include providing 
better links between the Derriford and the A38 
may help to address the problems of traffic seeking 
alternative routes through Eggbuckland.

Opportunities to provide more local jobs should be a  ■
consideration.

No decisions have been made on any changes 
to the neighbourhood. We want to hear from 
communities about what they want in their 
areas.


