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Ford is a heavily developed, predominantly residential 
neighbourhood built along the steeply sloping sides of a 
valley. St Levan’s Road runs roughly west to east along the 
valley. This marks the boundary between areas of smaller 
terraced properties to the south and larger terraced 
properties with gardens and more mixed uses to the 
north.

There are a range of local services and facilities in the 
neighbourhood but it is lacking in open spaces. 

What We have FOunD Out 
abOut yOuR cOmmunity

Ford has one of the lowest levels of local employment  ■
opportunities in Plymouth. The area is almost 
all developed for housing and there is very little 
opportunity to improve this situation. 

Although neighbourhood employment levels are low,  ■
a higher than average percentage of the workforce 
walks or cycles to work, indicating that there are job 
opportunities nearby. 

Ford is one of Plymouth’s most densely populated  ■
areas at 68 dwellings per hectare. This is a reflection of 
the fact that 72% of the housing consists of terraced 
properties. Almost three quarters of properties are 
owner occupied which means that there is a very 
limited choice of house type and tenure.

The average distance residents have to travel to  ■
local food shops is amongst the lowest in Plymouth. 
However, because of the hills access may not always 
be easy. Neighbourhood populations appear to be too 
low to support local shops, but Wolseley Road shops 
on the eastern side also serve the North Prospect 
neighbourhood. 

There is a lack of local green space. There are two  ■
areas in the west of the neighbourhood at the junction 
of St Levan Road with Alexandra Terrace, and west of 
Brunel Avenue. The area is very built up and there is 
little opportunity for new green spaces.

Although there are local church halls there appears to  ■
be a shortage of meeting places and facilities for young 
people. Together with the access problems caused by 
the hills this may account for the lack of community 
groups or residents’ associations.

What DO yOu think? 
Find out about events and make your comments at www.plymouth.gov.uk/ldf from 16 February to 30 March 2011



Is there a need for public 
realm improvements.

Could the appearance of St. Levan’s 
Rd. be improved by tree planting?

Are any improvements needed to
enhance public open spaces?

Are any improvements needed 
to enhance public open spaces?

FD??
This symbol represents
the green spaces in the
neighbourhood.

Please identify which green spaces 
are of  importance to you and why?

Have we missed any green spaces?

FD01

FD02

LL??
Do you consider the shopping 
facilities in this neighbourhood are
adequate?  If not let us know what
needs to be changed.  
For example, do you feel that the
centres are safe and attractive?

Are environmental improvements required
to existing Local Centre - Wolseley Road?
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Objectives We think cOulD 
help guiDe FutuRe changes

No new development sites have been identified  ■
although in the future there could be small scale 
redevelopment sites. There is therefore little 
opportunity to improve the mix of housing types and 
tenure although a recent development at St Mark’s 
Vicarage is providing 22 flats.

No areas have been identified for new open spaces  ■
or sports facilities. The focus should therefore be on 
improving existing green spaces.

Existing halls and meeting places should be  ■
encouraged to provide a facility for children and young 
people.

a glimpse OF What this  
might mean

Within such a heavily developed area there are few  ■
opportunities to address issues like parks and local 
services. 

There can only be limited redevelopment of existing  ■
sites or through changes of use. 

The majority of shops are at the eastern end of  ■
the neighbourhood and are supported by nearby 
neighbourhoods. 

There will be a presumption that the small number  ■
of local shops that serve the remainder of the 
neighbourhood will be retained.

The public spaces around the existing neighbourhood  ■
centre should be enhanced.

Improvements could be made to existing green spaces.  ■
Environmental improvements could also be considered 
along St Levan Road such as tree planting.

no decisions have been made on any changes 
to the neighbourhood. We want to hear from 
communities about what they want in their 
areas.

glOssaRy

local centre - a small number of shops and facilities 
that are generally used by people living in walking 
distance.


