
HAM
Sustainable neighbourhood development plan

01752 304822 ldf@plymouth.gov.uk www.plymouth.gov.uk/ldf

Ham is mixed and varied neighbourhood, built across a sloping landscape. It comprises housing, employment premises, sports 
and community facilities, nature reserves, and Weston Mill cemetery. It is an attractive residential community with relatively 
good local facilities and ample green and open space. 

The main housing type in the neighbourhood is semi-detached properties, which account for two thirds of the housing stock, 
many of which are social housing.

However, there are several shortcomings related to its poor links (both internally and with other neighbourhoods), the 
quality of some of its streets and the relative uniformity of its housing stock. 

Levels of crime, anti social behaviour and fly tipping are high, but have been improving in certain sectors.

If these issues are addressed, Ham could achieve higher levels of growth, an improved street environment and higher social 
and residential satisfaction.

WHAt We HAve found out About your coMMunity
The neighbourhood has a high percentage of social  ■
housing. In addition, two out of every three residential 
units is a semi-detached house.

Educational attainment is low. ■

The proportion of residents who have not worked in  ■
a long time is higher than the Plymouth average.

There are a good number of jobs in the  ■
neighbourhood, particularly in the Burrington Industrial 
Estate and John Kitto Community College. However, 
the road links between the employment areas and the 
residential areas are poor. Public consultation revealed 
that there is a need to improve pedestrian links in the 
neighbourhood.

The neighbourhood’s public spaces and road  ■
network are unsatisfactory. Pedestrian links are 
inadequate and the road network is confusing. In 
some places connections between Ham and adjacent 
neighbourhoods is poor.

We found that the vast majority of people working in  ■
the neighbourhood arrive by car and only about one 
in twenty use public transport.

The Ham Green neighbourhood centre comprises  ■
community facilities, and a row of seven shops, some 
of which were vacant at the time of the survey. 
The former pub on the site is being redeveloped 
for housing. It was noted that a large proportion 
of residents have poor access to shopping and 
community facilities.

The adopted Core Strategy identifies the potential  ■
for a new district centre to be built in the Weston 
Mill area, which is in the western corner of the 
neighbourhood. This could improve the shopping 
facilities on the western side of the neighbourhood. 
Any developments in the neighbourhood need to take 
this into consideration.

We found that while the neighbourhood has ample  ■
green space, opportunities exist to improve its quality, 
especially at the Ham House playing fields and the 
Weston Mill sports ground. You said that accessibility, 
maintenance and management need to be improved.

WHAt do you tHink? 
Find out about events and make your comments at www.plymouth.gov.uk/ldf from 16 February to 31 March 2011



This is part of a larger site which extends
westwards into Kings Tamerton and Weston
Mill neighbourhood. Is there potential for 
a range of uses including - Park and Ride 
with refreshment/restaurant/cafe, mixed light
employment  and limited residential on higher
land?

The need for a new District Centre
has been identified. Would this be 
a suitable location?

Planning permission for 
residential development 
on former school site.

Are environmental improvements
required at existing Ham Green
Local Centre?

HA??
This symbol represents
the green spaces in the
neighbourhood.

Please identify which green spaces 
are of importance to you and why?

Have we missed any green spaces?
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LL??
Do you consider the shopping 
facilities in this neighbourhood are
adequate?  If not let us know what
needs to be changed.  
For example, do you feel that the
centres are safe and attractive?

Would this be a suitable 
alternative district centre site 
in Keyham neighbourhood? Reproduced from the Ordnance Surveys digital maps with the permission of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office.
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If you would like this leaflet in an alternative format please call 01752 305477

objectives We tHink could 
Help guide future cHAnges

Important parks should be retained. Let us know  ■
which areas you feel should be protected.

New housing could provide a broader range of  ■
housing options, including a greater proportion of flats 
and houses that make good use of a small amount of 
space. 

Better links between Ham’s residential areas and the  ■
industrial park to the north should be established to 
encourage the use of public transport, cycling and 
pedestrian movement. In addition, the residential area 
in the western part of the neighbourhood needs to 
be more effectively integrated with other parts of the 
neighbourhood. We also need to add more bus stops, 
in easy to use places, in the west of the area. 

Some green and open spaces should be made more  ■
accessible and better maintained. This is especially the 
case with the Ham House playing fields. 

Routes for pedestrians and cyclists should be improved  ■
in important areas, such as the streets around the local 
centre at Ham Green.

A gliMpse of WHAt tHis  
MigHt MeAn

Ham has a range of positives that make for a good quality 
of life. However, there is a need to address its issues.

Although much of the area appears to be undeveloped, 
there are few opportunities for new development to 
address some of the deficiencies in the neighbourhood. 

An opportunity exists at the closed South Trelawney  ■
primary school. It is centrally located and has the 
capacity to deliver a sizeable number of new homes. 
Any development here should ensure that it is well-
connected, especially with the local centre. The centre 
itself is in need of modernisation.

One of the sites put forward as a new district  ■
centre is located around Weston Mill playing fields. 
This would serve all neighbouring areas and not just 
Ham. Any redevelopment at this site would need to 
provide a quality mixed use development that delivers 
community benefits in addition to continuing provision 
of any existing community facilities.

The street environment is dominated by cars and  ■
people are less likely to walk, use their bike, or choose 
public transport. Development which improves 
the links within the neighbourhood will encourage 
residents to make choices which are more sustainable. 

New development that introduces a wider range  ■
of housing types and enhances the quality of the 
public space (including the road network) would also 
contribute to a more vibrant community.

no decisions have been made on any changes 
to the neighbourhood. We want to hear from 
communities about what they want in their 
areas.

glossAry

local centre - a small number of shops and facilities 
that are generally used by people living in walking 
distance.

district centre - a number of shops and facilities 
that people will travel for, for example it might include a  
larger supermarket.


