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Higher Compton lies to the north east of the city centre on a distinctive ridge with residential development on the northern 
and southern sides. The neighbourhood benefits from good views of Derriford, Seaton Valley and Dartmoor. 

The neighbourhood is primarily residential however there is a local centre which provides a good range of services for the 
community including a petrol station, two small supermarkets, a chemist, bookies, a hairdresser and barber, bakery, post office 
and two pubs. There is also a church in the local centre.

The majority of development within the neighbourhood was built in the 1930s and has a high percentage of terraced and 
semi-detached houses, the majority of which are owner occupied. Lower Compton has a very different character which sets 
it apart from the rest of the neighbourhood with cottages and Victorian and Edwardian terraced houses. The population in 
Higher Compton is 3,462. 

WHaT WE HavE fOuNd OuT abOuT yOuR COMMuNITy
The employment rate within Higher Compton is  ■
above the national average.

68.8% of the population travel to work by car which  ■
suggests there is a need to increase opportunities to 
work locally.

The majority of housing within the neighbourhood is  ■
owner occupied and housing types are predominantly 
terraced and semi-detached. The combination of 
housing types and the steep hills throughout the 
neighbourhood have resulted in a low residential 
density. 

Higher Compton has one local centre providing a  ■
moderate range of shops however, the neighbourhood 
does not enough people live with walking distance to 
sustain its use. 

There are no schools within the neighbourhood  ■
boundary and limited nursery or crèche facilities. There 
are schools located in surrounding neighbourhoods 
within reasonable walking distance from parts of 
Higher Compton.

The hills make walking around Higher Compton  ■
difficult and it is not particularly easy to navigate. There 
are many cul-de-sacs which are linked by narrow 
pedestrian routes only. 

There are three open spaces within Higher Compton.  ■
each of them present issues in terms of quality and/or 
accessibility. There are no play areas or play equipment 
within the neighbourhood which is unfortunate 
considering approximately17% of the population is 
under the age of 15.

WHaT dO yOu THINk? 
Find out about events and make your comments at www.plymouth.gov.uk/ldf from 16 February to 31 March 2011



HC??
This symbol represents
the green spaces in the
neighbourhood.

Please identify which green spaces 
are of importance to you and why?

Have we missed any green spaces?
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Local Centre - Higher Compton

Leaves Yard, Windsor Road.  Site 
with planning permission for 37 
dwellings. 

LL??
Do you consider the shopping 
facilities in this neighbourhood are
adequate?  If not let us know what
needs to be changed.  
For example, do you feel that the
centres are safe and attractive?
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If you would like this leaflet in an alternative format please call 01752 305477

ObjECTIvEs WE THINk COuld 
GuIdE fuTuRE CHaNGEs

New development could boost local employment  ■
opportunities and could encourage people to work 
locally.

New housing development could provide a better mix  ■
of housing and create a more balanced community. 

Increasing the housing surrounding the local centre  ■
could provide better support for services.

Improvements could be made to routes through the  ■
neighbourhood for pedestrians, cyclists and motorists.

Improved public transport links from Higher Compton  ■
to key employment areas and a direct link to the 
A38 and the park and ride could encourage greater 
use of public transport. These options could also 
address the segregation caused by the hills and the 
A38 by providing better connections to adjacent 
neighbourhoods and citywide facilities.

Green spaces should be retained and enhanced. Which  ■
areas do you think should be protected?

a GlIMPsE Of WHaT THIs  
MIGHT MEaN

There are few opportunities within Higher Compton  ■
for new development and this could present difficulties 
in addressing some of the needs for improvement. 

Improve access throughout the neighbourhood and to  ■
other citywide destinations. 

Leaves Yard, Windsor Road has been identified as  ■
available for redevelopment. 

New developments should increase the critical mass,  ■
particularly around the centre and provide more 
choice in the type of housing available.

Retain existing employment provision and aim to  ■
increase opportunities to work locally.

Improve accessibility throughout the neighbourhood  ■
and encourage sustainable travel.

Provision of children’s and youth play facilities within  ■
improved open spaces.

No decisions have been made on any changes 
to the neighbourhood. We want to hear from 
communities about what they want in their 
areas.

GlOssaRy

local Centre - a small number of shops and facilities 
that are generally used by people living in walking 
distance.


