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Honicknowle, including West Park, contains mainly semi-detached housing built across a rolling landscape. The area has a 
good amount of local green spaces, including two nature reserves (Woodland Wood, and Budshead Wood). 

Access to neighbouring areas to the south is restricted due to the A38 road corridor, but east-west movement is made easy 
by Crownhill Road which runs through the middle of the neighbourhood. There are a good range of local shops, facilities and 
services, with a district shopping centre at Transit Way and local facilities at Honicknowle Green and on Crownhill Road. 

Home ownership is lower than the Plymouth average (54 per cent as compared to 64 per cent) with a much higher 
proportion of the population renting than is found in other parts of the city.

WHat WE HavE fOuNd Out abOut yOur COmmuNIty
There is an imbalance in the types of housing in the  ■
area, with a large amount of social housing, some of 
which is in poor condition. There is very little private 
rental accommodation.

The neighbourhood has a low jobs-to-residents ratio  ■
and there is a high level of residents out of work. 
While the new jobs being created in the Derriford 
and Seaton Area Action Plan will provide residents 
with opportunities, we should also create jobs within 
the neighbourhood itself.

The area has higher than average levels of social  ■
deprivation, and long term illness. The skills and exam 
results of residents are also below average.

Residents are more reliant on public transport to  ■
commute to their job than the average for the city.

The neighbourhood is relatively well-served by shops.  ■
The neighbourhood’s district centre, Transit Way, is 
a key provider of shopping services. However, it is 
a source of congestion and its environment caters 
for cars but offers poor access for pedestrians. Any 
changes should address this issue.

Illegal parking is an issue at the West Park shops. ■

The neighbourhood has a good range of community  ■
facilities, but a lack of play facilities. Public consultation 
revealed a desire for more and better facilities 
for young people, childcare, and recreation. This is 
especially important given the number of young 
people and young families in the area.

While the quality of the neighbourhood’s green  ■
space is good, there are opportunities to make 
improvements through changes in the way we manage 
green areas. At some locations nuisance motorcycle 
riding causes problems. One idea is create a footpath 
across the A38 to the Ham Wood Nature Reserve so 
residents can enjoy this area. 

There are parts of the neighbourhood where the  ■
streets are undefined. The neighbourhood’s pedestrian 
and cycle routes need improving. 

WHat dO yOu tHINK? 
Find out about events and make your comments at www.plymouth.gov.uk/ldf from 16 February to 30 March 2011



Potential location for ambulance training
facility and dispatch, do you agree?

Is there a need for improved access
and management of green spaces?

Transit Way District Centre to be 
improved by Tesco, creating a 
better quality place, an enlarged 
superstore and a range of smaller 
shops, and improved pedestrian 
access.  
Would you support this proposal?

Potential for West Park 
Primary School, to be 
redeveloped for housing.
Would you support this
proposal?  Should the 
greenspace be retained
for community use?

HK??
This symbol represents
the green spaces in the
neighbourhood.

Please identify which green spaces 
are of importance to you and why?

Have we missed any green spaces?

Potential for redundant school and adjacent
office site to be redeveloped for housing.
Would you support this proposal?
Playing fields to be retained for community use,
do you agree?

Potential for former 
Honicknowle Tip site to be 
retained as informal open 
space/greenscape, with the
possibility of minor residential
infill if ground conditions and 
planning considerations allow,
do you agree?
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LL??
Do you consider the shopping 
facilities in this neighbourhood are
adequate?  If not let us know what
needs to be changed.  
For example, do you feel that the
centres are safe and attractive?

West Park Local Centre.

Congreve Gardens Local Centre.

Improve awareness of and
review improvement options
for historic fortifications.

Shakespeare Primary School.

HK07

Honicknowle Green
Local Centre.

Improve awareness of and
review improvement options
for historic fortifications.
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If you would like this leaflet in an alternative format please call 01752 305477

ObjECtIvEs WE tHINK COuLd 
guIdE futurE CHaNgEs

Housing which provides a wider range of tenancy  ■
options, including owner-occupancy, should be 
encouraged.

Important green spaces should be kept, let us know  ■
which areas you think should be protected.

Create more local jobs by increasing or enhancing  ■
business premises where appropriate.

Given the low level of skills and education attainment,  ■
facilities that provide residents with opportunities to 
learn new skills should be encouraged.

Given residents’ reliance on public transport and their  ■
relatively low level of employment, it is important that 
good links with new developments in the Derriford 
area are enhanced and maintained.

Pedestrian access should be enhanced in key areas  ■
of the neighbourhood. This should include the Transit 
Way district centre.

Areas where there are deficiencies in play provision  ■
should be improved. This could be done in a way that 
also enhances green space. An example of where this 
could happen is Honicknowle Green.

a gLImpsE Of WHat tHIs  
mIgHt mEaN.

Honicknowle has many positive attributes but there is a 
need to address the issues and improve its quality of life. 

Development opportunities have been proposed at a  ■
number of sites including the former Chaucer Primary 
School, Chaucer Way Social Services Offices, and West 
Park Primary School. In addition, there will be other 
infill and unexpected sites that may be developed.

When building new flats or houses, we should address  ■
the imbalance in types or property and ownership. 
This will increase opportunities for those wishing to 
privately rent or own homes which would contribute 
to a more diverse and vibrant community. 

The neighbourhood would also benefit from a  ■
higher level of economic activity. Enhancing local 
employment and providing opportunities for residents 
to improve their skills would contribute towards this. 
The proposed redevelopment of the Transit Way food 
store will provide additional job opportunities. 

Any further development of the Transit Way  ■
district centre should not compromise the future 
development of the proposed Derriford district 
centre. It should also improve pedestrian access to 
Transit Way.

gLOssary

Local Centre - a small number of shops and facilities 
that are generally used by people living in walking 
distance.

district Centre - a number of shops and facilities 
that people will travel for, for example it might include a  
larger supermarket.

A result of the street layout in Honicknowle is that the  ■
attractive, low-density residential areas have become 
less appealing for pedestrians and cyclists. Every 
opportunity should be taken to encourage public 
transport, increase pedestrian and bicycle activity and 
improve the neighbourhood’s connections with other 
areas. 

Where possible, improvements to public spaces would  ■
help contribute to a street environment that is less 
dominated by cars. This would also make centres more 
successful and attractive.

The former Honicknowle Tip site cannot be developed  ■
at the moment for a number of reasons, including 
methane, access difficulties, and sewer easements. 
There may be potential for minor development 
around the edge of the site, but it should largely 
remain as an area of green space for the life of this 
plan.

Honicknowle has plenty of green and open space.  ■
However, these places would benefit from better 
management and could be used to deliver more 
facilities for young persons.

No decisions have been made on any changes 
to the neighbourhood. We want to hear from 
communities about what they want in their 
areas.


