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Leigham and Mainstone are in the north eastern area of the city. Leigham occupies the southern part of the neighbourhood 
and Mainstone the northern part. Both are distinct in terms of housing design and character. Leigham sits on a hill with 
valleys on either side. Mainstone is also set on a hill that slopes down towards the Plym Valley on the east side. Both parts of 
the neighbourhood benefit from panoramic views of the surrounding green valleys. Leigham in particular has scenic views of 
the Plym Valley and Dartmoor beyond.

Leigham and Mainstone are both post war low density housing areas. However, Leigham is dominated by terraced housing 
while Mainstone consists largely of detached and semi-detached housing. There are a range of facilities within and around 
the neighbourhood. However, the street layout and hills make it difficult to walk and cycle. There are more than sufficient 
opportunities to work locally as the neighbourhood sits between two significant employment estates/parks to the north and 
south. However, a higher than city average of residents travel to work by car.

WHAT WE HAvE fOuND OuT AbOuT yOur cOMMuNITy
Leigham is dominated by terraced housing, Mainstone  ■
has a higher proportion of detached properties when 
compared with the rest of the city. The neighbourhood 
as a whole has a low proportion of flats. 

There are a lot of detached and semi-detached houses  ■
in Mainstone and the landscape can account partly for 
the low density of housing. In addition the streets are 
poorly defined and houses are generally set back from 
the streets by green verges and/or front gardens. 

The centre in Leigham is inward looking and the  ■
buildings are not of the highest quality. Walking 
distances are short because it is very hilly, there is 
a difficult street layout and a large parking area so 
people are more likely to drive there than to walk.
Mainstone does not have a centre but is located 
close to Estover district centre on its western side. 
Novorossisk Road makes walking difficult. Pedestrian 
access to Estover is by subway. 

Leigham and Mainstone has a good jobs-to-residents  ■
ratio. Many of the jobs are likely to be located in the 
Longbridge/Marsh Mills area. Estover industrial estate 
to the north also offers significant job opportunities. 
There is however a high percentage of people who 
travel to work by car (70%). The Longbridge/Marsh 
Mills area is quite a long way from the residential area 
and both employment areas offer significant on-
site car parking. This could discourage use of public 
transport which is particularly low compared with the 
city average.

There is ample green space in the neighbourhood and  ■
a reasonable provision of accessible open space. Open 
space for formal recreation is however limited. Some 
of the open spaces/parks are not well overlooked and 
therefore may not feel very safe.

WHAT DO yOu THINk? 
Find out about events and make your comments at www.plymouth.gov.uk/ldf from 16 February to 30 March 2011



Are environmental and public realm
improvements required to Leigham 
Local Centre?

If opportunities arise, should
improved pedestrian access
to Estover District Centre be 
considered?

LM??
This symbol represents
the green spaces in the
neighbourhood.

Please identify which green spaces 
are of importance to you and why?

Have we missed any green spaces?
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This area is excluded from this Development Plan
Document as it is considered by the Derriford and
Seaton Area Action Plan (AAP).  This AAP proposes 
the creation of a major new community park, 
incorporating the Forder Valley Nature Reserve, as 
well as road improvements.

LL??
Do you consider the shopping 
facilities in this neighbourhood are
adequate?  If not let us know what
needs to be changed.  
For example, do you feel that the
centres are safe and attractive?

District Centre - Estover. 
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ObjEcTIvES WE THINk cOuLD 
GuIDE fuTurE cHANGES IN 
LEIGHAM AND MAINSTONE

Improving the mix of housing needs to be considered  ■
should development opportunities arise.

Enhancing or redeveloping the existing local centre  ■
and car park in Leigham should be considered if future 
development opportunities arise.

Encouraging the use of sustainable transport should be  ■
promoted, together with breaking down the existing 
barriers to pedestrian/cycle routes. This could include 
improving surveillance and lighting and improving 
pedestrian links between Estover, Leigham and 
Mainstone.

Improving the quality and accessibility of existing open  ■
spaces/parks.

If possible new parks should be provided in more  ■
prominent and accessible locations.

A GLIMpSE Of WHAT THIS MIGHT 
MEAN

These are some of the changes which could happen.

The land available for new development is limited,  ■
partly because of the hills, which makes development 
difficult. There is therefore little opportunity to 
improve the mix of housing at present. No sites 
have been identified in the Strategic Housing Land 
Availability Assessment. 

No opportunities have been identified to provide  ■
new open spaces or sports facilities. The focus should 
therefore be on improving existing green spaces, 
pedestrian routes and play spaces including natural 
surveillance and increased lighting measures.

Give pedestrians priority to access Estover District  ■
Centre from Leigham and Mainstone could help to 
improve residents’ access to local facilities.

Improvements to public transport serving the  ■
employment estates may reduce the high percentage 
of people who choose to travel to work by car. 

Further improvements to the Forder Valley Local  ■
Nature Reserve. (This is in the Derriford and Seaton 
Area Action Plan AAP area)

At present no opportunities have been identified to  ■
improve the local centre in Leigham. However, this 
could be considered should the opportunity arise in 
the future.

Please note: The Derriford and Seaton Area Action Plan is 
also available for you to comment on at  
www.plymouth.gov.uk/ldf

No decisions have been made on any changes 
to the neighbourhood. We want to hear from 
communities about what they want in their 
areas.

GLOSSAry

Housing density - the amount of homes in an area 
e.g flats are higher density than a detached house.

Local centre - a small number of shops and facilities 
that are generally used by people living in walking 
distance.

District centre - a number of shops and facilities that 
people will travel for, for example a large supermarket.


