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Mount Gould is a mainly Victorian residential suburb. It has some hilly streets and attractive parks. The River Plym forms the 
eastern boundary and the land rises steeply, south to north, from the waters edge. East to west routes are generally much 
more level and easier to negotiate for pedestrians and cyclists. The A374 Embankment Road dual carriageway makes access 
to the river difficult. There is a lack of green spaces. Unemployment is higher than the national average and there is a lack of 
variety of house type and tenure.

The land to the south east of the A374 is covered by the East End Area Action Plan and will be subject to proposals set out 
in that document.

WhaT We have fOUND OUT abOUT yOUr cOMMUNiTy
The neighbourhood has a higher than average number  ■
of privately rented properties, possibly as it is near 
to the university. The amount of owner occupied 
properties and public housing is lower than average. 
There is a high proportion of terraced properties and 
flats and a lack of detached properties. 

There are only two publicly accessible open spaces  ■
within the Mount Gould neighbourhood, one of which 
falls within the remit of the East End Area Action Plan. 
The other is Tothill Park which has good facilities for 
sports and formal recreation but is in the south of the 
neighbourhood. Hills and long rows of housing can 
make access to the park difficult from the northwest.

The increase in the number of houses in multiple  ■
occupation (HMOs) is of concern in certain 
communities, particularly those close to the city centre 
and the university.

The employment rate is lower than average and  ■
unemployment is higher than average. The number of 
local jobs in the neighbourhood is small. Mount Gould 
Hospital is the only major employer in the area. 

The proportion of people travelling to work by public  ■
transport is below the national and city average, as 
is the number travelling by private car. This is most 
likely because walking or cycling to the city centre is 
relatively easy.

Mount Gould has two local centres, Beaumont Road  ■
and Salisbury Road. They appear to be operating 
adequately despite the fact that their catchment 
populations are low and overlap. There are also 
specialist shops and convenience stores across the 
neighbourhood.

Connections to the rest of the city are poor.  ■
Movement to the south is blocked by a railway 
embankment. Access is only possible through two 
small tunnels on foot or bike. Access to Lipson and 
Laira in the north is only possible along three streets in 
the extreme north west corner of the neighbourhood, 
or by a set of concrete steps.

WhaT DO yOU ThiNk? 
Find out about events and make your comments at www.plymouth.gov.uk/ldf from 16 February to 30 March 2011



(Site located in Lipson & Laira
neighbourhood)
Is there potential for mixed
use residential / community
development on former Astor 
Community Centre?

Is there potential to redevelop
Tothill Park Community Centre
and library, to re-provide and / or 
improve existing facilities as part of
a mixed use scheme possibly
including housing or a new primary
school if required, do you agree?
  

Existing local centres at Salisbury Road and
Beaumont Road.

Mt??        ??
This symbol represents
the green spaces in the
neighbourhood.

Please identify which green spaces 
are of  importance to you and why?

Have we missed any green spaces?

Mt01

This area is excluded from this 
Development Plan Document as
it will be covered by the East End
Area Action Plan.   

LL??
Should consideration be given to 
including the neighbourhood within 
an area of control for Houses in 
Multiple Occupation? 
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LL??
Do you consider the shopping 
facilities in this neighbourhood are
adequate?  If not let us know what
needs to be changed.  
For example, do you feel that the
centres are safe and attractive?

MOUNT GOULD



If you would like this leaflet in an alternative format please call 01752 305477

ObjecTives We ThiNk cOULD 
GUiDe fUTUre chaNGes iN 
MOUNT GOULD

Where opportunities arise new housing developments  ■
should contribute to achieving a more balanced 
housing mix.

Retain and increase local jobs. ■

Important green spaces should be retained. Let us  ■
know which areas you feel should be protected.

Improvements to existing public open spaces including  ■
access, boundaries,entrances and the quality and 
design.

New development should seek to support or provide  ■
new community facilities.

Investigate potential for improved access to the Plym  ■
Estuary.

The existing local centres should be retained and  ■
supported.

a GLiMpse Of WhaT This  
MiGhT MeaN

These are some of the changes which could happen:

The scope for new housing is limited. The former  ■
Astor Community Centre site may well provide an 
opportunity to provide a community resource with 
some residential units above. New housing could 
help support local services, provide new facilities and 
should help to increase the mix of housing types and 
tenure.

The importance of the university and the benefits  ■
from its student population are acknowledged. 
However the impact of high numbers of student 
properties on existing communities must be 
recognised. Consideration could be given to controlling 
the number of houses in multiple occupation.

Mount Gould has limited green space and this is found  ■
only in one part of the neighbourhood. Tothill Park 
should be protected and enhanced. 

The Tothill Park Community Centre and library may  ■
provide an opportunity for redevelopment. Any 
development opportunities should seek to re-provide 
and/or improve existing facilities if appropriate. The 
site may have potential for housing, or a new primary 
school.

Cycling could be promoted by introducing safe cycling  ■
routes possibly using shared spaces through Tothill Park 
and green spaces in the adjoining neighbourhoods. 

GLOssary

Local centre - a small number of shops and facilities 
that are generally used by people living in walking 
distance.

houses in multiple occupation - houses that are 
rented as separate rooms or flats, often for students.

Options to improve access to the rest of the city are  ■
restricted by the existing layout but could include a 
better range of public transport destinations.

The Eastern Corridor High Quality Public Transport  ■
Scheme will potentially include changes along 
Embankment Road such as giving buses priority, 
making them quicker than travelling by car. 

No decisions have been made on any changes 
to the neighbourhood. We want to hear from 
communities about what they want in their 
areas.


