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Mutley and Greenbank neighbourhood is just to the north of the city centre. Mutley Plain District Centre runs through the 
middle of the neighbourhood, whilst the railway line runs east to west and limits north to south movements.

The housing stock consists predominantly of terraced housing of Victorian/Edwardian age with tree-lined streets, cobbled 
back lanes and glimpsed views of the sea and coast. Mutley Plain provides the neighbourhood with a good range of facilities 
and services for the current population size, which includes the University of Plymouth and the College of Art. These 
are also major employers for the city. The population is youthful , reflecting the large number of students who live in this 
neighbourhood. The student population has a big influence on the character of this neighbourhood and accounts for the 
large amount of privately rented accommodation.

Part of Mutley and Greenbank neighbourhood (the University campus, College of Art and North Hill area) is covered 
by the City Centre and University Area Action Plan and is subject to proposals set out in that document. This Sustainable 
Neighbourhoods Development Plan Document covers the remainder of the neighbourhood.

WhAT WE hAvE foUND oUT ABoUT YoUR coMMUNiTY
The neighbourhood has a high residential density and  ■
a large proportion of the housing are flats or terraced 
housing. Rates of owner occupation are lower than the 
Plymouth average. The population is youthful, reflecting 
the presence of the University and College of Art, as 
well as proximity to the City Centre. 

There are concerns about the impact that student  ■
housing and other multiple occupancy properties are 
having on the residential character of the area.

There is a good provision of jobs within the  ■
neighbourhood relative to the economically active 
population.

Only 45 per cent of people in employment travel to  ■
work by car. The neighbourhood is therefore relatively 
sustainable for transport although the steep hills 
are difficult for walking and cycling, and the mainline 
railway cuts the neighbourhood in half. The city’s main 
railway station is a major gateway for the city and is 
subject to a proposal for development in the City 
Centre and University Area Action Plan.

The neighbourhood is well served by shops and  ■
services. However, there are concerns about the 
number of pubs and bars, parking problems, noise and 
air quality issues on Mutley Plain. Recently some shops 
have closed leading to concerns over the centre’s 
viability.

The neighbourhood has a small amount of green  ■
space for its population. It has three greenparks: 
Freedom Fields, at Houndiscombe Road and the 
newly-created Moor View Park. There is also a very 
small green space adjacent to the University and 
Drake’s Reservoir. 

There is just one children’s play area in Freedom Fields  ■
Park and no allotments. 

Central Park lies outside the neighbourhood, but  ■
the main rail line cuts through the neighbourhood 
reducing access to Central Park from the south. 
Beaumont Park also borders the neighbourhood. 

WhAT Do YoU ThiNK? 
Find out about events and make your comments at www.plymouth.gov.uk/ldf from 16 February to 31 March 2011



Would you support propsals to reduce
traffic impacts on Mutley Plain to minimise
noise, severence and pollution?

Are public realm and environmental 
improvements required at Mutley Plain
District Centre?

Potential redevelopment of 
former Longfield House site for 
residential.  Would you
support this proposal?

This area is covered by the 
Adopted City Centre and 
University Area Action Plan

Potential conversion of Royal 
Eye Infirmary to residential. 
Would you support this proposal?

MG??
This symbol represents
the green spaces in the
neighbourhood.

Please identify which green spaces 
are of importance to you and why?

Have we missed any green spaces?
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LL??
Do you consider the shopping 
facilities in this neighbourhood are
adequate?  If not let us know what
needs to be changed.  
For example, do you feel that the
centres are safe and attractive?

LL??

Should consideration be given to 
including this and surrounding 
neighbourhoods within an area of 
control for Houses in Multiple 
Occupation?

Dale Road - Local Centre.

MG07
The dotted area covers the
remaining part of the City 
Centre neighbourhood not 
covered by the Adopted City
Centre and University Area 
Action Plan, and will 
therefore be considered 
as part of Mutley & 
Greenbank
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If you would like this leaflet in an alternative format please call 01752 305477

oBjEcTivEs WE ThiNK coULD 
GUiDE fUTURE chANGEs iN 
MUTLEY AND GREENBANK 

Mutley Plain District Centre, and the local centres  ■
within the neighbourhood (Dale Road, North Hill, 
North Hill/University) need to be strengthened to 
maintain and improve their viability. For example, issues 
that have been identified with Mutley Plain district 
centre include: poor quality public spaces, imbalance 
of uses, and a high number of first-floor vacancies. 
Dale Road local centre extends along the road with 
retail units spread out, creating a disjointed and poorly 
linked centre.

A Community Centre is needed in an accessible  ■
location, for example near an existing centre. This 
could potentially host a crèche and sporting activities. 

Given the current low level of green space in the  ■
neighbourhood, and high density of development, 
the priority is to protect and improve existing green 
spaces/open spaces. A play/recreation space in the 
western side of the neighbourhood would help this. 

New development needs to respond to unique  ■
elements of the neighbourhood such as the Victorian/ 
Edwardian terraces, its distinctive geography, tree lined 
streets, cobbled back lanes and small open spaces. 
It should improve the neighbourhood by creating 
distinctive spaces and landmarks.

New housing developments need to contribute to  ■
achieving a more balanced housing mix. For example, 
family housing should be encouraged including 
affordable housing. 

GLossARY

Local centre - a small number of shops and facilities 
that are generally used by people living in walking 
distance.

District centre - a number of shops and facilities 
that people will travel for, for example it might include a  
larger supermarket.

houses in multiple occupation - houses that are 
rented as separate rooms or flats, often for students.

A GLiMpsE of WhAT This  
MiGhT MEAN

These are some of the changes which could happen.

There are limited opportunities for new residential  ■
development, but where they happen they should be 
encouraged to include local facilities.

The retail function of Mutley Plain should be  ■
safeguarded and the area improved.

Traffic management measures should be investigated,  ■
to reduce negative impacts of transport such as noise 
and pollution.

Existing open spaces should be kept and improved. ■

The importance of the University and the benefits  ■
from its student population is acknowledged. However 
the impact of high numbers of student properties on 
the life of existing communities must be recognised. 
Consideration should be given to including the 
neighbourhood within an area of control for houses in 
multiple occupation. 

No decisions have been made on any changes 
to the neighbourhood. We want to hear from 
communities about what they want in their 
areas.


