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The neighbourhood of Plympton St Maurice is made up of Plympton St Mary, Underwood and Plympton St Maurice itself. 
The latter two areas lie along the valley of the Longbrook, from which the ground rises steeply southwards. As one would 
expect in an area whose development spans hundreds of years, the development pattern and building form and designs 
show a wide variation, but development generally follows the east - west contours of the valley side. 

There is a strong sense of community in this neighbourhood, and a pride in its history. The historic character of Plympton St 
Maurice can still be seen in the ancient listed buildings and monuments as well as the medieval town plan.

WhAT WE hAvE fOUNd OUT AbOUT YOUR COMMUNITY
The neighbourhood is mostly residential but does  ■
have a broad mix of other uses, including a successful 
neighbourhood centre at the Ridgeway and a local 
centre at Underwood. There are employment estates 
and retail parks in addition to a good range of 
community facilities including schools, a health centre, 
swimming pool and a number of public parks. The 
Ridgeway District Centre serves a wider area than 
just the neighbourhood and has a good variety of uses 
reflecting its relatively distant location from the city 
centre. The centre contains approximately 100 shops 
including the Co-op and Iceland food stores as well 
as a significant number of other non-food retailers. At 
the time of the Local and District Centre Study 2010 
there were 12 vacant units in Plympton. The centre 
also has a mix of other uses including neighbourhood 
sports facilities, a community centre, library and a park. 

Both of the food stores in Plympton are relatively  ■
small and dated and there could be an opportunity 
to modernise and expand these stores to so they can 
better compete with larger supermarkets.

The overall density of development is quite low which  ■
reflects the large amounts of undeveloped land within 
the neighbourhood.

 The undeveloped land between the built up area,  ■
and the A38 is within the area covered by the North 
Plymstock Area Action Plan which has already been 
approved. One of the proposals in this plan (NP11) 
identifies this land, and an area of land to the south of 
the A38 as a Countryside Park, and green space.

Approximately 24% of the population in the  ■
neighbourhood is over the age of 65, compared to 
15% for the city. 

There are good local employment opportunities. ■

There are two important areas for sport and active  ■
recreation at Harewood Park and St Mary’s Park. In 
addition there are important open spaces at Pathfields 
and Plympton Castle. There is however a lack of 
equipped children’s play areas.

Whilst there are areas of good quality townscape  ■
around the historic cores much of the area is lacking in 
local identity.

85% of homes are owner occupied, well above the  ■
Plymouth (63%) and the national average (68%).There 
is a lack of affordable housing in the area.

Most of the area is well served by public transport but  ■
the narrow streets can be a cause of local congestion.

The area has low levels of deprivation and is a low  ■
crime area.

WhAT dO YOU ThINk? 
Find out about events and make your comments at www.plymouth.gov.uk/ldf from 16 February to 30 March 2011
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NOT REGISTRABLE

Improve Errill Retail Park. Potential to relocate school and
develop for mixed use.
Would you support this proposal?

Potential for limited enabling residential 
development to facilitate upgrading / 
repair of St Peters Convent.  Other 
considerations are improved public 
access, and Conservation Area 
enhancements. Would you support this
proposal?

Development for new library adjacent
to Harewood House.

Potential for residential development
at Plympton Hospital site.
Would you support this proposal?

Tavistock junction to 
be retained for potential 
inter model frieght facility.

PM??
This symbol represents
the green spaces in the
neighbourhood.

Please identify which green spaces 
are of importance to you and why?

Have we missed any green spaces?

This area is subject to provisions
of North Plymstock Area Action Plan.
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Do you consider the shopping 
facilities in this neighbourhood are
adequate?  If not let us know what
needs to be changed.  
For example, do you feel that the
centres are safe and attractive?

Local Centre - Underwood.

District Centre - Plympton Ridgeway.
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If you would like this leaflet in an alternative format please call 01752 305477

ObjECTIvES WE ThINk COULd 
gUIdE fUTURE ChANgES

Important green spaces should be retained. Let us  ■
know which areas you feel should be protected.

New housing development should help to address the  ■
imbalance in house type and tenure.

Look to opportunity to provide improved services and  ■
facilities at the Ridgeway.

A gLIMPSE Of WhAT ThIS  
MIghT MEAN.

There are few opportunities for new residential 
development in the neighbourhood however small 
unexpected sites may come forward.

Plympton Hospital site at Market Road may become 
available within the plan period and could accommodate in 
the region of 45 to 50 dwellings. 

 Another site that has been put forward is land adjacent 
to St Peter’s Convent site, which is in use as a nursing 
home. This house itself is a grade 1 listed building and the 
site is within the Plympton St Maurice Conservation Area. 
Any development would be expected to assist in the 
maintenance and improvement of the house and grounds. 

 The Ridgeway School is operating from a constrained site 
and buildings. There could be benefits from relocating the 
school to Chaddlewood, and the existing site could then 
be used for a mixed use development. Any development 
should also help to address the imbalance in housing 
provision as identified.

Land at Tavistock Junction has been identified for a freight 
facility in previous plans. This proposal could be taken 
forward in the Sustainable Neighbourhood DPD. 

Vacancies have come up at the Errill Retail Park. This area 
is still functioning as a retail park but pressure may arise 
to redevelop the site. Any proposal will need to be tested 
in relation to their impact upon other shopping centres 
and the Shopping Strategy set out in the Adopted Core 
Strategy.

No decisions have been made on any changes 
to the neighbourhood. We want to hear from 
communities about what they want in their 
areas.

gLOSSARY

Local Centre - a small number of shops and facilities 
that are generally used by people living in walking 
distance.

district Centre - a number of shops and facilities 
that people will travel for, for example it might include a 
larger supermarket.


