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Stoke is one of the city’s historic neighbourhoods and is characterised by the variety in the size and type of its buildings. 
Stoke was developed on high ground overlooking adjacent neighbourhoods. 

This contributes to its character but it can mean that walking around parts of Stoke is more difficult for the elderly and 
those with mobility problems. 

The area has a high proportion of terraced properties and flats, many of which are owner occupied or privately rented. 
Social rented accommodation in the area is about half that of the average for Plymouth. 

Stoke has more shops and facilities than would normally be expected for a population of its size. Many of the shopping 
facilities are towards the edge of the neighbourhood and also serve surrounding neighbourhoods. There has been concern 
about the lack of community facilities and how well different communities get along.

WhaT WE havE fOund OuT abOuT yOur cOmmuniTy
The overall density of housing is lower than expected  ■
in a neighbourhood near the city centre however 
recent developments has increased this by providing 
more flats.

Stoke has a significantly higher percentage of flats  ■
compared to the rest of the city but also has less social 
housing.

The increase in the number of houses in multiple  ■
occupation (HMOs) is of concern in certain 
communities, particularly those neighbourhoods close 
to the city centre and the university.

Although Stoke is one of the best neighbourhoods for  ■
access to goods and services, commercial vacancies 
in the local centres have increased. This could be as a 
result of lack of custom or the economic downturn.

Concern was expressed with the availability and  ■
quality of local food shops.

The number of jobs in the local area is good, which  ■
might be reflected in the fact that fewer people 
commute by car compared to other neighbourhoods 
in the city. There is greater use of public transport, 
cycling and walking to work. Stoke has slightly 
higher numbers of employed people in professional, 
managerial and administrative positions than the 
average for Plymouth. Despite these facts, the overall 
level of local unemployment is slightly above the 
average for the city.

Stoke has a mixed and diverse community but concern  ■
about how well these different communities get along 
has been expressed in previous consultations.

Crime, and the fear of crime is a local issue, but overall  ■
crime rates are falling. 

Devonport station is the most well used of Plymouth’s  ■
five local stations.

Street trees, private green areas and open space  ■
contribute significantly to local character. However, in 
parts of Stoke public access to open green spaces, play 
and sports facilities is limited. There is little opportunity 
for creating new green spaces.

WhaT dO yOu ThinK? 
Find out about events and make your comments at www.plymouth.gov.uk/ldf from 16 February to 31 March 2011



Retain sports facilities

Should the opportunity
and access for sport / 
recreation be improved?

Stoke Village - Local Centre.
Are environmental improvements
required at existing local centre?

Are any improvements needed to public 
realm and play spaces?

Changes to traffic regulations to be considered
to reduce vehicle delays and vehicle emissions.

ST??
This symbol represents
the green spaces in the
neighbourhood.

Please identify which green spaces 
are of  importance to you and why?

Have we missed any green spaces?
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Local Centre - Milehouse
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LL??
Do you consider the shopping 
facilities in this neighbourhood are
adequate?  If not let us know what
needs to be changed.  
For example, do you feel that the
centres are safe and attractive?

LL??
Should consideration be given to 
including the neighbourhood within 
an area of control for Houses in 
Multiple Occupation? 

STOKE



If you would like this leaflet in an alternative format please call 01752 305477

ObjEcTivES WE ThinK cOuld 
guidE fuTurE changES  
in STOKE

New housing needs to contribute to achieving a more  ■
balanced housing mix.

Improvements to streets and public spaces should  ■
respect the historic character of the area.

The opportunity could be taken to convert some of  ■
the vacant premises in the shopping area to residential 
use to help to maintain and strengthen the remaining 
facilities.

Improvements to and better access to existing green  ■
spaces could be considered. This would include 
access to significant green spaces just outside of the 
neighbourhood such as Central Park, Victoria Park and 
Devonport Park.

Opportunities to improve facilities such as meeting  ■
places, youth facilities and recreational facilities could 
help to address the issue of community cohesion.

a glimpSE Of WhaT ThiS  
mighT mEan

No specific sites for new housing have been identified  ■
although it is likely that unexpected opportunities will 
arise. 

A limited amount of additional development,  ■
particularly affordable housing would help to support 
local services.

Opportunities to retain and provide more local jobs  ■
should be considered. 

The importance of the university and the benefits of  ■
its student population are acknowledged. However, 
the impact of high numbers of student properties 
on existing communities must be recognised. 
Consideration should be given to controlling houses in 
multiple occupation.

Stoke has a Conservation Area and is characterised  ■
by historic elements such as a variety of Victorian and 
Edwardian terraces and villas. The local stone walls, 
tree lined streets and cobbled back lanes are also 
local features which define the character of parts 
of Stoke. These features should be preserved and 
new developments should reflect the local character. 
Opportunities should also be taken in other areas to 
improve local streets and spaces where appropriate.

Existing public and private open spaces and sports  ■
facilities should be retained and enhanced.

Enhance public spaces at Stoke Village to improve  ■
environment and encourage investment.

Changes to traffic regulations at Ford Hill and  ■
Milehouse Road will reduce traffic jams and emissions 
in Stoke Village.

glOSSary

houses in multiple occupation - houses that are 
rented as separate rooms or flats, often for students.

natural surveillance - ways to make an area feel 
safer by increasing the chance that any crime will be 
seen.

local centre - a small number of shops and facilities 
that are generally used by people living in walking 
distance.

housing density - the amount of homes in an area 
e.g. flats are higher density than a detached house.

Improvements have been made to integrate bus and  ■
rail links at Devonport station. Consideration could 
be given to improve access, environment and natural 
surveillance at the station.

Investment in parks and open spaces would encourage  ■
more active use, social interaction and provide 
better facilities for young and old alike. This could be 
extended to creating better links to parks outside of 
the neighbourhood.

Improvement to the public streets and spaces would  ■
provide greater feelings of security and prosperity. 
Better pedestrian routes and signs could also help 
people move around the neighbourhood.

Cycle paths are proposed to improve links between  ■
Stoke, Devonport Park, Devonport and Torpoint to 
the west and with Stoke Damerell School, Central 
Park and the Life Centre to the east.

no decisions have been made on any changes 
to the neighbourhood. We want to hear from 
communities about what they want in their 
areas.


