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Whitleigh sits on a long ridge between two wooded valleys with views over the Tamar Estuary. It is spread out, is difficult to 
reach and has limited facilities. This creates challenges for the neighbourhood. 

WHaT WE HavE found ouT abouT your communITy
The neighbourhood has a concentration of council  ■
social housing and with a low rate of residents owning 
their own home. You expressed concerns that some of 
the housing is in need of repair.

Few employment opportunities exist in the  ■
neighbourhood. There is a low percentage of residents 
in work and the rate of educational attainment is 
well below the Plymouth average. There is a desire 
for more employment opportunities within the 
neighbourhood.

The neighbourhood’s shopping facilities are  ■
inadequate. The neighbourhood is spread-out and 
only a few residents walk to the local centre at 
Whitleigh Green. This should be the focus for the 
community and provide more services. The future 
of the neighbourhood’s range of shops needs to be 
considered in light of this.

Although there are some local facilities the range  ■
is limited. Given the presence of a large number of 
young people in the neighbourhood there is a need 
for more facilities that cater for them.

There is potential to enhance the neighbourhood’s  ■
open and green space. The formal recreation space is 
part of the school and only has limited access.

The street network makes walking around the  ■
neighbourhood difficult for pedestrians and cyclists. 
Road and transport links to Derriford and its retail 
and employment opportunities are poor. Parking on 
pavements is a local concern and there is a desire for 
better transport links, especially to the city centre.

WHaT do you THInk? 
Find out about events and make your comments at www.plymouth.gov.uk/ldf from 16 February to 30 March 2011



Are environmental improvements
required at Whitleigh Green
local centre?

Is there potential for residential 
development on former Woodlands
School site?

Is there potential for residential 
development on this site?

WH??
This symbol represents
the green spaces in the
neighbourhood.

Please identify which green spaces 
are of importance to you and why?

Have we missed any green spaces?
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LL??
Do you consider the shopping 
facilities in this neighbourhood are
adequate?  If not let us know what
needs to be changed.  
For example, do you feel that the
centres are safe and attractive?

Site has been put forward as having
potential for residential development
do you agree?
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If you would like this leaflet in an alternative format please call 01752 305477

objEcTIvEs WE THInk couLd 
GuIdE cHanGEs In WHITLEIGH

New housing could provide a broader range of  ■
options and improve the neighbourhood’s overall 
quality. In addition, it could contribute to supporting 
shopping facilities in the centre by Whitleigh Green.

Employment opportunities should be improved for  ■
local residents perhaps by providing better links to 
job opportunities in Derriford and other areas of 
Plymouth.

Several large and important green and open spaces  ■
should be managed better. Nuisance motorcycle riding 
has been raised as an issue in woodland areas.

Pedestrian and cycle routes should be enhanced, for  ■
example, along Budshead Road. This would provide 
better links to Derriford. 

a GLImpsE of WHaT THIs  
mIGHT mEan

These are some of the changes which could happen:

The land available in Whitleigh for development  ■
is limited. Therefore, the focus should be on 
enhancement and where possible, increasing the 
density of residential areas.

While Whitleigh is next to Derriford, the links  ■
between the areas could be better. Since Whitleigh 
does not have a strong local employment base or 
shops, enhanced access to Derriford will provide 
new employment opportunities and services that are 
unavailable locally. This means that Budshead Road 
in particular should be made a more effective route 
between the two neighbourhoods by improving public 
transport and improving pedestrian and cycle routes. 

Consideration could be given to introducing a pilot  ■
scheme for trialling a 20mph zone.

Whitleigh could also be improved with better  ■
management and accessibility of green and open 
space. This should include more facilities for younger 
people.

In the few sites where development or redevelopment  ■
is possible, new housing that broadens the 
neighbourhood’s residential options and increases 
residential densities should be considered. On other 
sites, opportunities to deliver community facilities, even 
of a district nature should be considered. 

no decisions have been made on any changes 
to the neighbourhood. We want to hear from 
communities about what they want in their 
areas.

GLossary

Local centre - a small number of shops and facilities 
that are generally used by people living in walking 
distance.


