
Three Towns Amalgamation Centenary Stone
The granite monument nearby was unveiled on 1 November
2014 to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the
amalgamation of the Three Towns of Plymouth, Devonport and
East Stonehouse. Until 1914, each town was separate. The
Centenary Stone is located in the only position where the
historic boundaries of the Three Towns met.
On three faces, the Centenary Stone copies a style of historic
boundary stone used by each of the Three Towns. Plymouth’s
boundary stones and the later Devonport ones were inscribed
with the year of installation and the name or initials of the
mayor at that time. In case you are wondering, Stonehouse
never had Borough status, so there was no mayor.

The modern day City of Plymouth has largely
grown out of three separate but neighbouring
towns. Plymouth and East Stonehouse were
the two oldest settlements. Devonport was a
relatively new town; established in the 1690s
and growing around the purpose-built Royal
Naval Dockyard at Plymouth Dock. The name
change to Devonport took place in 1824.
Throughout the 1800s, the Three Towns had
steadily merged together on the ground and
there were growing practical and economic
reasons for them to unite as one. The idea of

amalgamation was discussed on a number of
occasions, but it was the threat of the Great War
that paved the way. Plymouth and Stonehouse
were in favour, but Devonport fought the plan.
Royal Assent was finally granted on 10 August
1914. This was just six days after Britain had
declared war on Germany and, understandably,
there was little celebration.
Formal amalgamation took place on 1November
1914. The local elections followed and the
new ‘Greater’ Plymouth Borough Council met
for the first time on 9 November 1914.

PLYMOUTH
Plymouth, the oldest of the Three
Towns, was originally known as

Sutton. It was granted Borough status in 1439
and there is mention of boundary stones being
erected in the sixteenth century. In 1896 and
1898, Plymouth extended its boundaries and took
in parts of Compton Gifford, Eggbuckland and
Weston Peverell.

The boundary stones that survive today were
all put up between 1812 and 1913. Although the
stone designs vary, each stone carries a simplified
Plymouth coat of arms, the year of erection and a
reference to the name of the mayor in that year.
At least 111 stones were erected but only 44
remain. Eight can be found in this Park.

STONEHOUSE
Stonehouse, or East Stonehouse,
remained a small settlement for

hundreds of years. It was though important
enough to have its own defences by 1540. A
period of rapid development in the late 1700s
and early 1800s led to the creation of a Local
Board. Control passed to the newly formed East
Stonehouse Urban District Council in 1894.

Six surviving boundary stones are inscribed
‘Manor of Stonehouse’, with one at Eastern Kings
dated 1813. The Local Board erected similar stones,
inscribed ‘East Stonehouse’ along with the year
of erection, commonly 1883 or 1892. It is thought
at least 31 boundary stones were erected but only
11 now remain. One can be found in this Park.

DEVONPORT
The town grew from nothing, but in
less than 100 years it was bigger than

Plymouth. Originally named Plymouth Dock,
Devonport became a Municipal Borough (DMB)
in 1837 and a County Borough (DCB) in 1891.
Boundary extensions in 1898 and 1900 took in
part of Weston Peverell and St Budeaux.

The oldest stones are inscribed ‘Stoke Damerel
Manor’. There are also a handful of small numbered
stones marked DMB. The late Victorian stones
bear the initials DCB, the year of erection and the
name of the mayor. Some also feature the
Devonport coat of arms. There may have been as
many as 27 stones but only 16 remain. One can
be seen in this Park.

Thanks
The ‘Three Towns Amalgamation Centenary Stone’ was
commissioned by the Old Plymouth Society (OPS) on behalf of
Plymouth City Council. The monument was made possible through
goodwill and particular thanks are owed to the following:
The Centenary Stone
Peter Hooper - Stone Mason
C.F.Piper & Son, Liskeard, Cornwall - Granite
Ryearch Ltd. - Pathway
Project
OPS ‘Plotting Plymouth’s Past’ Team
- a project supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund
Plymouth City Council Arts & Heritage
Plymouth City Council Street Scene Services
Friends of Victoria Park

Plotting Plymouth’s Past
Between 2012 and 2014, a survey of surviving boundary stones,
mileposts and markers was completed across the City of Plymouth.
The results, with details of over 550 surviving stones and markers,
and lots of additional information, are now available online.
www.plymouth.gov.uk/boundarystones
You can also find two boundary stone trails online:
Victoria Park - Three Towns Boundary Stones
Plymouth Hoe - Military & Municipal Stones

Three Towns and Amalgamation

Plymouth: The Cross of St Andrew,
to whom the Minster Church in
Plymouth is dedicated, and the
four turrets of the Castle Quadrate,
which once commanded the
entrance to Sutton Pool.

Stonehouse: The red medallions
on the shoulders of each supporting
lion each bear a silver boar’s head.
These are drawn from the arms of
the Earl of Mount Edgcumbe, long
time lord of the manor.

Devonport: The importance of the
Royal Navy is represented by a
blue naval crown with a red
anchor held in a lion’s paw. Two
more naval crowns form collars for
the lion supporters.

CITY OF PLYMOUTH
Plymouth became a City in
1928. The City’s armorial
bearings include elements
of the coats of arms of the
Three Towns.
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