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GUIDANCE ON MINIMUM 
TYRE TREAD DEPTH  
Hackney Carriages and Private Hire Vehicles

 

Recent roadside checks on hackney carriages and private hire vehicles have revealed an 
unacceptable number of vehicles being used with tyres having a tread depth below the legal 
minimum requirement. 

The Legal Minimum Tread Depth 

The legal limit for minimum depth of tread on your tyres is 1.6 millimetres, across the central 
¾ of the tread going around the complete circumference of the tyre. 

 

 
 

Recommended Limits 

For safety reasons it is recommended that you replace your tyres before the legal limit is reached. 
RoSPA recommend replacing your tyres when they reach 3mm, as braking distances are increased 
with the decrease in tread depth. 

Driver Responsibilities 

Whether you own or rent a vehicle, all drivers have a responsibility to ensure that the vehicle they 
are driving conforms with the law and is fit for purpose of transporting members of the public. 

How to check your tyres? 

The most effective method of visually checking your tyre is to put the wheel on a full lock so that 
the majority of the surface of the tyre is exposed for inspection. You should be able to see the 
entire breadth of the tyre including the shoulders and sidewalls which can be particularly prone to 
wear if the tyre is underinflated or has a tracking fault. Most tyres will have tread wear indicators 
(twi’s), usually six small ribs across the bottom of the main tread grooves, and when the tread 
surface becomes level with these ribs the tyre is at the legal limit and must be replaced. 

Examine the whole tyre and not just the groove surface. Check the sidewalls for cuts and bulges, 
and any part of the tyre showing cord. Tyres having a cut which is 25mm in length deep enough to 
reach the cords or any bulges or areas of cord showing will need to be changed before the vehicle 
can be used. 



 

 

Tyre inflation 

An area which is often overlooked is tyre pressures. To function correctly tyres must be at the 
recommended pressure, this not only ensures the tyres maintain good grip of the road surface, 
but will also improve fuel efficiency. The diagram below illustrates the point of having tyres at the 
correct pressure. 

 
Legal Penalties 

If you are caught by the police with tyres fitted to your vehicle which are below the legal minimum 
limit you can be fined up to £2500 and have your licence endorsed with 3 penalty points (per tyre) 
if convicted in a court of law. If you are given the option of a fixed penalty, then you will be fined 
£60 and have your licence endorsed with 3 penalty points. 

Licensing Penalties 

It is the responsibility of all drivers to ensure that their vehicles are roadworthy in every respect 
at all times. Tyres are one of the items which should be checked on a daily basis before 
commencing work as they play a major role in preventing accidents. 

Licensing officers will check vehicle tyres during all on road inspections, and will issue a prohibition 
notice to the vehicle if tyres on it are found to be below the lawful minimum limit. Repeat 
offenders will also be required to explain their lack of vehicle maintenance to Members of the 
Licensing Committee, who in light of the evidence of the drivers disregard for public safety, may 
determine that they are no longer fit and proper people to hold a licence. 
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