
 
 

 

Weston Peverell: see PPP series BSWP 
 

Like Compton Gifford, Weston Peverell was not a parish but had the ancient status of a tything. The 

Manor was the western holding of the Peverell family. There was an early Saxon settlement and a chapel 

dedicated to St Pancras. The name Pennycross was given to the village that grew up to the south of the 

chapel and this name ousted the formal Weston Peverell name by the end of the nineteenth century. In 

1840 the Tything comprised 1310 acres, just under half being in the ownership of the Lordship of the 

Manor of Manadon. Under the Plymouth Corporation Act 1896 a small portion of the south western 

area was incorporated into “Greater Plymouth” that year. In 1898, the larger western area, including 

the built up area of Pennycross, was taken in by the Devonport extension. Manadon House and 

demesne lands remained outside the Plymouth boundary until the extension of 1938. 
 

Three stones survive. Two are inscribed “Tything of Weston Peverell”.  

 

One is BSWP 1 near the bottom of Manadon Hill, alongside an Eggbuckland stone, repositioned after 

the dualling of the A386 up Manadon Hill. 

  

The second is the stone at Hartley, 

numbered BSWP 2 (pictured right), 

located outside 154 Mannamead Road 

(east side, between the junctions with 

Lockington Avenue and Tor Lane). It is 

set into the roadside wall alongside a 

granite cross head. Both it and the 

Compton Gifford stone BSCG 2 on  

the other side of the cross, currently 

suffer from a mistaken attempt to 

highlight the inscription in white paint, 

erroneously referring to “Plymouth” (as 

shown in the survey photographs). The 

photograph here is a digitally altered 

image with the true wording of  

“Tything” correctly picked out on both stones. 

 

The bottom line of the inscriptions is partly obscured by the tarmac level of the pavement. The granite 

cross-head between the two boundary stones is considered to be medieval and thought to mark the 

east/west route between Saltash and Plympton which crossed the north/south route of Sutton Pool to 

Tavistock in the area of Hartley, otherwise Torr. 

 

The third surviving Weston Peverell stone, listed as BSWP 5, can be found on Beacon Park Road. 

http://bit.ly/1byQglo

