
968 
jobs* that are directly employed by HMS 
Albion and Bulwark, including military and 
Babcock engineering support personnel. 

8%
of the total Naval Base employment, 
which is provided by the two ships.

1,045 
direct and indirect jobs*, which are 
supported in Plymouth through spend 
related to the ships in the Plymouth 
supply chain and the impact of wages.

£52 million
which is contributed in GVA from the 
jobs* directly employed to work on 
these ships, rising to £56m when indirect 
impacts are included.

£61 million  
and 1,176 jobs, which is contributed by 
the ships to the GVA within Devon and 
Cornwall through the supply chain lying 
outside the city boundaries.

over 250 
suppliers across the SW region support 
HMS Albion and HMS Bulwark.

*Full Time Equivalent

WHY WE NEED TO FIGHT 
FOR DEVONPORT
Leaks have revealed that proposals for potential defence cuts 
include decommissioning two Devonport-based assault ships 
and cutting the number of Royal Marines nationally.  

This threat to the UK’s defence capability has led to deep 
concern within the Royal Navy and a significant amount of 
debate in Parliament.

So far, there have been no assurances from Government that 
the cuts won’t happen.

As a city we need to take these threats very seriously.  The 
City Council has agreed to work cross-party to protect the 
ships and Royal Marines and the Devonport Task Group, 
which includes the city’s MPs, has been reconvened.

We are deeply concerned for the UK’s defence capability as 
HMS Albion and HMS Bulwark are able to deliver the punch 
of the Royal Marines around the world, as well as deliver 
humanitarian aid in times of crisis.

However, the impact on Plymouth and the regional economy 
would also be very serious. If the ships are cut, the case for 
Plymouth being the centre of the Navy’s amphibious capability 
could be severely weakened and potentially lead to the 
Marines moving out of the city.

A Council commissioned economic study shows the loss of 
the ships alone would impact on 1,176 jobs and remove £61 
million GVA from the Devon and Cornwall economy.

Around 250 additional jobs, which would have been supported 
by the two planned upkeep periods to keep the ships 
operational into the 2030s, would also be lost.  

We need to act now to protect our ships and Marines. 

WHAT WE COULD LOSE...

Devonport 
Naval 
Base and 
Dockyard 
supports:

£770m 
in GVA (£839m 
within Devon and 
Cornwall)

10.1%
of Plymouth’s total 
employment*

14,384
jobs in Plymouth, 

14.1%
of the city’s 
economic output, 
i.e. Gross Value 
Added (GVA) in 
2017

and16,185 in Devon 
and Cornwall 

(direct and
indirect)
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PLEASE ACT NOW

 SIGN the online petition at: https://petition.parliament.uk/

 TELL the Prime Minister why this must not happen.

   Email her at: https://email.number10.gov.uk

   Or write to her at: 

    Theresa May MP,  Prime Minister,10 Downing Street, London  SW1A 2AA

(Search for ‘Devonport’)

https://petition.parliament.uk/
https://email.number10.gov.uk

