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Summary Sheet 

 
Site Name:  Woodland Wood 
Area:   29.1 Hectares 
 
Vision Statement:  
Woodland Wood will be managed as a Local Nature Reserve (LNR) for benefit of 
wildlife and the community. This will be achieved through maintenance and 
enhancement of the mosaic of woodland, grassland and running water features 
that support a variety of flora and fauna. The Reserve is a key accessible green 
space for the community and access will be managed to facilitate the quiet 
enjoyment of the site by the local community. 
 
Wildlife and Management Summary: 
Woodland Wood is located in the north of Plymouth and occupies a steep-sided 
valley containing a stream that drains into Tamerton Creek on the Tamar Estuary. 
The site contains a mosaic of habitats including semi-natural broad-leaved 
woodland, scrub, hedgerows, grasslands and streams. 
 
The management objectives for the Nature Reserve are as follows: 

• To maintain the extent and enhance the structural and species diversity 
within the woodlands in all Units 

• To improve the current condition of the grasslands by restoring 1ha of 
grassland area 

• To improve the quality of the stream within the reserve 
• To promote an ‘access for all’ approach towards encouraging the   

communities use and enjoyment of the reserve 
• To deliver a high quality accessible green space that is a valued community 

asset, providing opportunities for quiet recreational activities and access to 
nature 

 
This management plan runs for a period of ten years but will be reviewed on an 
annual basis. 
 
Seeking Environmental Excellence  
This site is one in a network of sites across the city managed by Plymouth City 
Council which provide ecological connectivity, robustness and resilience against 
Climate Change. This network also contributes to flood attenuation, enhanced 
water and air quality and carbon sequestration. As such it contributes to the aims of 
Plymouth City Council’s Environment Policy and Forward Plan 2009-2012, Adopted 
on 11 August 2009 which seeks Environmental Excellence by 2012. 
 
The table below gives a brief overview of the wildlife records at Woodland Wood 
LNR. 
 
Species/habitats National status  UK BAP  Devon BAP  
Streams   Yes 
Flower-rich meadows   Yes 
Badger  WCA 6, Bern   
Bullfinch  WCA, Red List Yes Yes 
Bluebell  WCA 8   
Primrose Lower risk  Yes 

 
Table 1 Illustrates the rarity status of species and habitats recorded on the reserve. 
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1.  Site Details 
 
Site Name:   Woodland Wood Local Nature Reserve 
 
Ownership:   Freehold owned by Plymouth City Council 
 
Area:    29.1 Hectares 
 
Grid Reference:  SX 471 594 
 
Conservation Status: Local Nature Reserve  
 
Bylaws: The site is protected by a number of bylaws (refer to 

Appendix) 
 
Public Access: A comprehensive network of permissive footpaths 

and rides across the site.  Map 2 details all of the 
rides and paths that are maintained within the LNR. 

 
Vehicle Access: There are five vehicle access points for site 

maintenance and there are numerous opportunities 
for public car parking within the surrounding 
residential area (Map 2 – Site Features). 

 
Transport Links: The reserve is easily accessible using public 

transport. Buses 29, 44B, 53, 61, 62A and 152 
operate along Crownhill Road to the south of the 
Reserve, buses 44B, 46A and 47A operate along 
Budshead Road to the west of the Reserve whilst bus 
44B operates along Bodmin Road to the north of the 
Reserve (indicated on Map 1 – Location of site and 
transport links). There are no cycle paths through the 
LNR. 
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2.  Site Description 
 
Woodland Wood LNR provides a significant contribution to the woodland resource 
of northern Plymouth with ecological connectivity to the adjacent Budshead Woods 
LNR and Tamar Estuaries complex beyond. The reserve provides an invaluable 
resource to communities on all sides of the Reserve. 
 
The site contains a mosaic of habitats including semi-natural broad-leaved 
woodland, community woodland, mixed scrub, hedgerows, species-rich grasslands, 
semi-improved grasslands and streams (Map 3: Extended Phase 1 Habitat 
Survey). 
 
Semi-mature oak and sycamore woodland with an understorey of hazel exists in 
Unit 1 with numerous paths and some scrub areas in places where species such as 
bramble, hawthorn, bracken, St John’s wort and common grasses are present. 
 
A large area of woodland registered as Ancient Semi-Natural Woodland exists in 
Unit 3 with the western portion dominated more by beech and hornbeam and the 
eastern portion with oak and sycamore more prevalent. This Unit is bordered by a 
stream to the north and Woodland Fort to the south. These woodlands have a good 
fallen and standing deadwood resource which is beneficial for saproxylic 
invertebrates, fungi, mosses, liverworts and ferns. Whilst hazel is present, the 
understorey and ground layers are poor due to heavy use and lack of formal paths. 
Litter and fly-tipping is a problem throughout this Unit. 
 
A large community woodland planted approximately 10 years ago exists in Unit 5 
and consists of several species including cherry, ash, alder and birch. These 
species have established well but the deadwood resource in this Unit is very poor 
due to the recent planting. The northern edge of this Unit is bordered by a stream 
and the southern edge has a line of mature trees.  
 
The woodlands throughout the Reserve offer opportunities for foraging birds and 
small mammals whilst trees with features such as ivy cladding; knots, crevices and 
hollow bark within Unit 3 encourage bat activity within the Reserve.  
 
Unit 2 is a field of species-rich grassland including red bartsia, common knapweed, 
yellow rattle, common chickweed, bird’s foot trefoil, red clover, field buttercup, 
crested dog’s tail, sweet vernal grass and Yorkshire-fog. This habitat provides good 
foraging opportunities for a variety of insects including hoverflies, bees, moths, 
butterflies, spiders and ants. It is bordered by mature trees and scrub along the 
stream to the north and bracken and an unmanaged hedgerow to the west 
consisting of oak, holly, cherry, hawthorn, sycamore and beech.  
 
Unit 4 consists predominantly of amenity grassland with a play area present but 
there are areas of scrub on its southern and eastern borders adjacent to housing. 
There is also a small area of amenity grassland north of the stream in Unit 5.  
 
Unit 6 consists predominantly of amenity grassland but there is a small area of 
secondary woodland and large tree specimens including oak, horse-chestnut and 
ash give this area a parkland feel.  
 
A stream is present adjacent to Units 2, 3, 5 and 6 and beyond this it feeds 
Tamerton Creek and the River Tamar. 
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Almost 218 floral and 25 invertebrate species have been recorded on the Reserve. 
Additionally, notable records of bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta and Primrose 
Primula vulgaris have been recorded. 
 
Mammal species include badger and bats.  Pipistrelle and noctule bats have been 
recorded foraging over Unit 3 and there are records of pipistrelle and greater 
horseshoe bats at Woodland Fort immediately south of the Reserve. 
 
Approximately 10 bird species have been recorded, although this figure is likely to 
significantly under represent the number of species using the site.  It is highly likely 
that a variety of common resident and migratory bird species nest within the scrub 
and woodland cover across the site.   
 
The stream is likely to provide a significant riparian habitat for mammals, 
amphibians, reptiles and birds (e.g. bank vole, common frog, common toad and 
potentially grass snake). 
 
Woodland Wood was designated as a Local Nature Reserve on the 30th October 
1990 and is owned by Plymouth City Council (PCC). The site is currently managed 
by PCC Park Services with advice from the PCC Nature Conservation Officer. 
 
The main rides and pathways are regularly cleared of vegetation to maintain an 
open and attractive route through the site. Previous improvements to the site 
include general path improvements and new signage both internally and at access 
points. 
 
3.  Site Interest Features  
 
3.1 Woodland 
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Approximately 75% of Woodland LNR is comprises woodland, whether that be 
mature broad-leaved woodland, secondary woodland or community woodland.  
 
The woodlands have a good deadwood resource, both standing and on the ground, 
which is beneficial for saproxylic invertebrates, fungi, mosses, liverworts and ferns. 
The woodlands throughout the proposed reserve offer opportunities for foraging 
birds, bats and small mammals. Many mature trees that exhibit features such as ivy 
cladding knots, crevices and hollow bark encourage bat activity within the proposed 
reserve.  
 
It is a priority of the Management Plan to preserve and enhance these areas as 
woodland supports a diverse flora and fauna, which can be enjoyed by the 
community.   
 
3.2 Species-rich grassland 
 

 
Lowland unimproved grassland is a declining habitat in the British Isles with 97% 
lost between 1930 and 1984.  Unimproved neutral grassland is recognised in the 
UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) and flower-rich meadows and pastures are 
recognised in the Devon BAP.  By increasing the floristic value of the semi-
improved within the site, the Reserve can help towards meeting the local and 
national BAP targets for these habitats. 
 
Grasslands provide an attractive habitat for a diversity of species including 
invertebrates, birds and small mammals and a valuable habitat for reptiles such as 
slow worm and grass snake, with accompanying boundary scrub forming an ideal 
hibernation habitat during the cold winter months.  
 
3.3 Stream 
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Streams provide a habitat for a number of riparian mammals, amphibians, birds 
and invertebrates. The stream provides an attractive attribute within the Reserve, 
adding to the quality and enjoyment for the community. Streams are a Devon BAP 
Habitat. 
 
3.4 Community Access and Involvement 

 
Woodland Wood Local Nature Reserve is a place for people and wildlife. Ensuring 
that there are sufficient and appropriate opportunities for community access and 
involvement is a key feature of the reserve and priority for the management plan.  
The reserve currently includes a comprehensive path network. It is essential that 
these paths and the associated access infrastructure are improved and maintained 
to a standard that makes the reserve a welcoming place. Both the Co-operative 
Way and the Plymouth Cross City Link run through the Reserve. 
 
The involvement of the local community in the decision making process is 
fundamental in successfully managing the proposed reserve.  
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3.5 Status and Threats to the Sites Interest Features  

 
Interest Feature Status  Reason for Status Threats to Interest Features 
Woodland Poor The ground layer in Unit 3 suffers from intensive 

trampling whilst the structural diversity can be 
improved. The community woodlands require 
management and several areas of the woodlands 
contain areas of fly-tipping, which need to be 
cleared, removed and maintained. 

Inappropriate use of the site  
Trampling of ground layer species 
Lack of management 
Invasive species 

Species–rich 
Grassland 

Moderate The condition of the grasslands within Unit 2 is 
good and scrub, whilst present, is not 
encroaching on this area. The status of 
grasslands within Units 4-6 is poorer due to an 
intensive mowing regime.  

Intensive management (species-rich 
grassland) 
 

Stream Poor The stream can provide an attractive visual 
amenity and resource for wildlife however 
currently they suffer from erosion due to the lack 
of bridges linking the reserve with amenity areas 
to the north. Litter and fly-tipping are also serious 
issues. 

Erosion 
Litter / fly-tipping 

Community 
Access and 
Involvement 

Poor Paths and rides are maintained but are in a poor 
condition with numerous informal paths and 
uneven surfaces. Access to amenity areas to the 
north is poor with no bridges linking the two 
areas. Improvements can be made to make the 
Reserve more attractive to a wider range of users 
and improve local involvement.  

Inappropriate use of the site 
Lack of maintenance 

Management and 
Administration 

Moderate Further improvements to the management and 
administration procedures are required. 

N/A 

Table 2 - Status and Threats to the Sites Interest Features 

The operation objectives for the site have been designed with the aim of improving all of the interest features to a status of at least ‘good’ and to 
reduce the threats to the interest features.





4.  Objectives and Management Rationale 

 
4.1 – Woodlands 
 
Objective To maintain the extent and enhance the structural and species 

diversity within the woodlands in all Units.   
Target: To improve the condition of the woodland for a good structural and 

species diversity of canopy, shrub and ground flora species. and with 
areas of deadwood.   
 
To retain areas of deadwood in situ.  
 
To monitor for and remove invasive species. 

 
4.1.1 – Rationale and Management 
The woodlands are currently in poor condition with improvements necessary to their 
structure required. The current practise of minimal intervention in Unit 3 has resulted in 
a canopy comprising beech, hornbeam, oak and sycamore. 
 
Actively managing some of these areas to provide a more varied age structure and 
canopy diversity is desirable. This can be achieved by creating gaps, clearings and 
rides as well as managing regrowth after canopy specimens die. Creating gaps by 
felling oak should be avoided. 
 
The community woodlands in Unit 5 require significant thinning as they have become 
dense and shady. There are opportunities to create new rides to open up access 
opportunities. 
 
Areas of standing and fallen deadwood will be retained in situ throughout the 
woodland, as it provides a valuable habitat for woodland organisms, unless it causes a 
health and safety concern.  
 
Fly-tipping and litter is an issue within the woodlands and there is a need for clearance 
and maintenance regime to maintain the quality of the reserve. 
 
The invasive, non-native Japanese Knotweed Fallopia japonica has been recorded on 
land adjacent to the reserve not owned by Plymouth City Council (refer to Map 3; 
Phase 1 Habitat Map). Japanese Knotweed is native to eastern Asia, particularly 
Japan. It was brought to England in the 19th Century and has since become a frequent 
colonizer of riparian habitats and roadsides. It distributes rapidly by dispersal of the 
seed, nodes on the stem and rhizomes (underground stems) and through a high 
tolerance to varied soil pH it prevents native British species from growing and causes 
damage to buildings and hard surfaces. A monitoring and control regime (where 
necessary) is required to ensure the species does not spread to the reserve.  
 
4.1.2 - Management Tasks 
 

• Creation of gaps, clearings and rides and managed regrowth of canopy species 
to encourage species such as oak in Unit 3. 

 
• Thinning of the community woodland and ride creation in Unit 5. 
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• Removal of fly-tipping and litter in all Units. 
 
• Monitoring for and control (where necessary) of Japanese Knotweed and other 

invasive species. 
 

• Woodland monitoring to be conducted annually between April and June using 
the woodland monitoring form. 

 
• To inspect trees and woodland for damaged or diseased trees and remove 

from site if they are causing a health and safety concern. 
 

• Continue to monitor the woodland on sustainable principles for the English 
Woodland Grant Scheme. 

 
4.2 – Species-rich Grassland  
 
Objective To improve the current condition of the grasslands by restoring 1ha of 

grassland area 
Target: To maintain the current quality and extent of species-rich grassland 

within Unit 2. 
 
To restore or recreate 1 ha of species rich grassland in Units 4 and 6 
before 2014.  

 
4.2.1 – Rationale and Management 
The grasslands within Unit 2 are in a good condition and current management of an 
annual cut and bale between late July and the end of August should be continued. 
Scrub is present on the fringes of Unit 2 and complements rather than threatens the 
extent or the quality of the grassland. 
 
The grassland areas within Units 4-6 are in poor condition due to their intensive 
management for amenity purposes. Whilst these amenity areas must remain, their 
extent may be reduced after community consultation. A provisional aim of restoring an 
area of 1ha to species rich grassland is achievable and would include the planting of 
plugs and a single annual cut and bale between late July and the end of August. 
 
Monitoring will be required to determine if this regime is resulting in more diverse 
grassland and to ensure that scrub encroachment is not reducing the grassland habitat 
within the reserve.   
 
4.2.2 – Management Tasks 
 

• Incorporate a grassland regime, comprising of an annual single cut and bale 
between late July and the end of August in Unit 2 

 
• Restore 1ha of grassland including plug planting and an annual single cut and 

bale between late July and the end of August. Public consultation necessary to 
determine which areas of Units 4 and 6 are appropriate 

 
• The grasslands will be monitored annually between May and July to determine 

whether these management regimes are successful 
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4.3 – Stream 
 
Objective To improve the quality of the stream within the reserve 
Target: To decrease the amount of fly-tipping and erosion within the stream 

network.  
 
4.3.1 - Rationale and Management 
 
The streams create an attractive series of habitats and add to the quality and 
enjoyment for the community. They are also important as they provide a habitat for a 
number of riparian and reptile species, birds and invertebrates.  
 
The main pressure on the stream within the site relates to the poor way in which the 
site relates to the areas of amenity grassland to the north. There are no footbridges 
over from the reserve into this area. The result is that people either do not access the 
reserve or they cross the stream causing bank erosion.  
 
The stream contains fly-tipping which can cause the stream channel to be blocked and 
thus erosion with detrimental effects on the flora and fauna of the area.  These areas 
require regular clearance and monitoring to preserve the existing riparian habitat and 
encourage an attractive environment and to maintain biodiversity and water quality.  
 
4.3.2 – Management Tasks 

 
• Establish locations for two footbridges to reduce bank erosion through 

community consultation 
 
• All fly-tipping to be removed from site as and when required 
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4.4 – Community Access 
 
Objective To promote an ‘access for all’ approach towards encouraging the  

communities use and enjoyment of the reserve. To deliver a high 
quality accessible green space that is a valued community asset, 
providing opportunities for quiet recreational activities and access to 
nature.   

Target: To provide a high quality, accessible greenspace, giving the wider 
community the opportunity to undertake quiet recreational activities 
and enjoy the wildlife without causing conflict with the nature 
conservation objectives of the reserve. 
 
To maintain all paths shown on Map 2 free from obstructions. 
 
To employ a clearance regime to manage fly-tipping issue across the 
reserve and maintain the regime to combat future problems. 
 
To maintain all reserve entrances to a high standard so that they 
provide a welcoming shop front for the green space. All gates / access 
infrastructure should be ‘presentable’ and every access point shown 
on Map 2 should have signage that welcomes visitors into the reserve. 
 
To market, promote and interpret the access opportunities that the 
reserve provides, both to city wide and local audiences in surrounding 
neighbourhoods and places of work. 
 
To encourage and support development of a friends of groups, or 
similar, for the reserve. 

 
4.4.1 – Rationale and Management 
 
The reserve should be an attractive place to walk and spot wildlife and these activities 
are encouraged. At present the reserve is intensively used in places (Unit 3) but this is 
having a detrimental impact on the quality of the environment whilst other areas are 
under used (Unit 5). Signage and access routes are in a poor condition and can be 
greatly improved.   
 
It is essential that community access opportunities are brought up to a high standard to 
allow the cross-cutting benefits of better health and welfare that greenspace can afford 
local communities. Links between the reserve and the amenity areas to the north must 
be established through community consultation to allow better access and to reduce 
the erosion of the stream bank. 
 
Fly-tipping: Fly-tipping is a particular issue in Unit 3. A clearance project is required, 
whereby the local community is made aware of the situation and PCC’s actions to 
alleviate the issue are defined. This will be followed up by a ‘regular clearance regime’, 
including a monthly check of the reserve and any litter / fly-tipping removed. 
 
Path & Ride Vegetation Clearance: Paths within Units 1 and 5 require regular cutting 
on a six-weekly basis but for the remainder of the reserve, vegetation encroachment 
on to paths is not a significant issue. In these areas, path clearance should be 
restricted to outside the bird nesting season and conducted on an annual basis. It is 
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essential that these paths are kept open to prevent them from becoming too narrow 
and being perceived as threatening.  
 
The quality of access infrastructure such as bridges, paths and key gateways not only 
make the site safe and accessible, but also provide an important statement to users as 
to how much the reserve is valued and looked after. These visible signs of ownership 
and care are proven to have positive effect in combating site misuse, such as fly-
tipping and vandalism.  Regular upkeep of these elements of the sites infrastructure 
should be given high priority.  
 
Path & Ride Capital Improvements: Improvements are required to enhance 
community use and establish good maintenance of access opportunities across the 
site. Map 7 shows the locations of suggested improvements and has an associated 
list. These include capital improvements to the access infrastructure such as new 
steps, paths, gates, soak-aways, levelling of rides and vegetation clearance. In 
addition, access to amenity areas to the north should be provided by the installation of 
two footbridges and access to Unit 1 via Ringmore Way should be improved. 
 
All of the routes and access points are detailed on Map 2 - Site Features.  The quality, 
position and number of entrance signs can be improved to make the reserve more 
legible to visitors. Signage from access roads is not sufficient to make passers-by 
aware of the presence of the reserve. 
 
Marketing, Interpretation and Promotion: The community access opportunities are 
poorly publicised and understood, even by those that live near the reserve.  A 
programme of interpretation to promote the opportunities and express the pressures 
on the reserve is required in order to provide positive management and preservation of 
the reserve: 
 

1. Promotion: The reserve is a tranquil place, which is under-used by the public. 
Promotion of the reserve is required to encourage further use and enjoyment. 
This can also be marketed using an, ‘Information and Guide Leaflet’ and 
creating a webpage to provide an ‘offsite’ interpretation of Woodland Wood and 
other LNR’s within Plymouth. This can include features, species, habitats, and 
management progress, improvements, projects and community access. 

 
2. Education: The reserve also holds opportunities for schools, ‘friends of’ groups 

and voluntary associations, to get actively involved with the enjoyment and 
education of our local environment. The reserve can be used as a learning tool 
as part of the national curriculum in schools and it provides the means to teach 
methods of land management. Fact sheets for schools and groups can identify 
such features within the reserve in addition to the Information and Guide 
Leaflet as mentioned previously.  

 
 
4.4.2 – Management Tasks Summary 

 
• Maintain entrances, paths and rides free from vegetation encroachment in 

Units 1 and 5 on a six-weekly basis 
• Regular Site Inspection - All access routes, entrances and access 

infrastructure to be checked on a regular basis  
• Maintain and enhance signs and interpretation panels 
• Clear fly-tipping from all Units on a monthly basis 
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• Invasive species monitoring on an annual basis 
• The number of benches in the reserve is currently low and it is thought that all 

units would benefit from further installations 
• Enhance steps, drainage and sight lines of existing key access routes  (see 

Map 7, for detail of suggested access improvements)  
• Every access point should have signage to welcome visitors to the reserve 
• Signage from road access points can be improved 
• Investigation of the conversion of an informal access to Unit 1 via Ringmore 

Way into a formal access  
• Establish locations for two footbridges to across the stream to provide access 

between the reserve and the amenity areas to the north. This task requires 
community consultation 

• To encourage and support development of a ‘friends of’ groups, or similar for 
the reserve 

• Look into the Forest Education Initiative (FEI) with a view to setting up a Forest 
School 

• A webpage to provide an ‘offsite’ interpretation of Woodland Wood and 
additional LNR’s. This can include features, species, habitats, and 
management progress, improvements, projects and community access 
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4.5 – Management and Administration 
 
Objective To ensure the management and administration of the site supports the 

vision statement 
Targets: The Reserve’s management and administration will support the 

objectives of this plan and best practice 
 
To explore extensions to the reserve to enable a more holistic 
approach to green space management of Plymouth City Council land 
within the valley. 

 
4.5.1 - Rationale and Management 
 
The Nature Reserve will be managed in a wildlife friendly manner to include the 
following measures where possible: 
 

• Removal of vegetation outside the bird nesting season (March-August 
inclusive) 

• Any works to trees with suitability for bats should be checked by a professional 
ecologist prior to works commencing 

• Herbicides and pesticides will not be used unless absolutely necessary 
• Specifying and using environmentally friendly products 
• Recycling the green waste products by composting, chipping and offering logs 

and hay to farmers 
• The Environment Agency’s Pollution Prevention Guidelines (PPG5) should be 

complied with at all times when working near water 
 
Any proposed departures from the above should be discussed with the PCC Nature 
Conservation Officer prior to implementation. 
The administration of the site must ensure that all management activities are 
completed successfully in order that features will be moving towards ‘good’ status.  
The following procedures should be completed: 
 

• Explore extensions to the reserve to cover adjacent areas in Plymouth City 
Council ownership and to enable a more holistic approach to management of 
the valley (refer to Map 8). 

• Site risk assessments should be checked and updated if required. 
• All monitoring projects should be completed. 
• The maintenance monitoring sheet should be completed. 
• Notable species sightings should be reported to Devon Biodiversity Records 

Centre. 
• There is an aspiration to support detailed invertebrate, fungi, lichen, moss and 

protected species surveys to improve the understanding of the nature 
conservation interests on site. 

• The maintenance-monitoring sheet should be completed annually. 
• Any damage to site infrastructure should be reported and repaired as soon as 

is practicable. 
• The management plan should be fully reviewed every 5 years, with interim 

reviews if required 
 



5.  Management Actions 
 
A broad range of management actions, or tasks, are required to deliver the objectives set out in the previous chapter.  These are expressed 
below as Annual / Ongoing Maintenance Tasks, and Capital or Reserve Improvement Projects.   These are summarised on Maps 5 and 6. 
 
All tasks and projects have been designated as either Priority 1 or Priority 2.  All Priority 1 activities must be completed to ensure that the 
Council meets its statutory obligations to maintain the features for which the site was designated.  This is the do minimum list.    Priority 2 
activities will be delivered subject to available funding, and proactive work between the Council and the voluntary sector will be required to 
realise many of these aspirations.   
 
5.1 – Annual / Ongoing Maintenance Tasks 
 

Task Period of Work Units Period Priority Personnel 
Cut and Bale Annually 2 (& sections of 

4 & 6) 
Late July - August 1 PCC Parks Services 

Maintain access routes 
and entrances  

Every six 
weeks 

1 and 5 As required 1 PCC Parks Services 

Maintain access routes 
and entrances  

As required 2, 3, 4 and 6 September - 
February 

1 PCC Parks Services 

Site Inspections - access 
infrastructure and litter  

Annually and 
when required

All As required 1 PCC Parks Services / Volunteer 
Groups 

Health and safety check 
of trees and woodland 

As required 
after initial 
inspection 

All As required 1 PCC Parks Services 

Fly-tipping monitoring 
and removal 

Monthly All As required 1 PCC Parks Services 

Creation of gaps, 
clearings, rides and 
managed canopy 
regrowth 

Annually – 
Rolling 3 - 5 

Year Rotation 

1, 3 & 5 As required 1 PCC Parks Services / Volunteer 
Groups 

Grassland Monitoring Annually 2 May – July 1 PCC NCO / Volunteer Groups 
Invasive species 
monitoring and removal  

Annually All As required 1 PCC Parks Services 
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Woodland Monitoring As required 1, 3 & 5 April – June 2 PCC NCO / Volunteer Groups 
Administrative 
Requirements 
Site risk assessments 
should be checked and 
updated and collated. 
 
Notable species 
sightings/monitoring 
results should be 
reported to DBRC. 
 
The maintenance 
monitoring sheet should 
be completed. 
 
Damage to site 
infrastructure reported 
and repaired promptly. 
 
The management plan 
should be reviewed 
every 5 years with 
interim reviews if 
required. 
 
All monitoring projects 
results should be 
completed and collated. 

 
 
Annually 
 
 
 
Annually 
 
 
 
 
As required 
 
 
 
As required 
 
 
 
Reviews will 
be conducted 
yearly 
 
 
 

Annually 

 
 

All 
 
 
 

As appropriate 
 
 
 
 

All 
 
 
 

As appropriate 
 
 
 

All 
 
 
 
 

 
All 

 

 
 

April 
 
 
 

End of financial 
year 

 
 
 

As required 
 
 
 

End of financial 
year 

 
 

As required 
 
 
 
 
 

End of financial 
year 

 

 
 

1 
 
 
 

1 
 
 
 
 

1 
 

 
 

1 
 
 
 

1 
 
 
 
 
 

2 

 
 
PCC Parks Services 
 
 
 
PCC Nature Conservation Officer 
 
 
 
 
PCC Parks Services 
 
 
 
PCC Parks Services 
 
 
 
PCC Nature Conservation Officer / 
PCC Parks Services 
 
 
 
 
PCC Nature Conservation Officer 
 

 
 
 
5.2 Capital or Reserve Improvements Projects 
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Project Title Units Period Priority Personnel 
Designate additional 
areas of land as part of 
the Reserve 

n/a By 2011 1 PCC Nature Conservation Officer 

Thinning of community 
woodland and ride 
creation 

5 Winter 1 PCC Parks Services / Voluntary 
Groups 

Restore 1ha of grassland 
after public consultation 

4 and 6 By 2014 1 PCC Parks Services / Voluntary 
Groups 

Install two footbridges 
after public consultation 

3 and 5 As required 1 PCC Parks Services / Voluntary 
Groups 

Enhance access from 
Unit 1 to Ringmore Way 

1 As required 1 PCC Parks Services / Vountary 
Groups 

Maintain and enhance 
signage at access points  

All As required 1 PCC NCO / PCC Parks Services 

Interpretation panels to 
be enhanced  

All As required 1 PCC NCO / PCC Parks Services 

Installation of benches All As required 1 PCC Parks Services 
Community Access 
Improvements 

All As required 1 Voluntary Groups 

Set up FEI Forest School All As required  2 PCC NCO / Other / FEI 
Improved signage of 
reserve from road access 
points 

Off site As required 2 PCC NCO / PCC Parks Services 

Development of a 
‘friends of’ group 

N/a As required 2 PCC NCO / Voluntary Groups 

Creation of website 
interpretation 

N/a As required 2 PCC NCO 
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6.  Bibliography 
 
Shepley, C. J, ‘Southway Valley Local Nature Reserve Management Plan’ 
 
7.  Glossary 
 
BAP – Biodiversity Action Plan 
 
LNR – Local Nature Reserve 
 
WCA – Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 
Animals and plants are protected under the WCA under the following schedules: 
  

Schedule 5 – Protected animals other than birds 
 
Schedule 6 – Animals, which may not be killed or taken by certain methods 
 
Schedule 8 – Protected plants 
 
Schedule 9 – Animals and plants, which may not be released into or caused to 
grow in the wild 

 
Different species are afforded different levels of protected under this act.  The letter 
KIS next to a species name means that the species is only protected from Killing, 
Injury and Sale. 
 
SoCC – Species of Conservation Concern   

Amber List - Amber-list species are those with an unfavourable conservation status in 
Europe; those whose population or range has declined moderately in recent years; 
those whose population has declined historically but made a substantial recent 
recovery; rare breeders; and those with internationally important or localised 
populations. 
 
Red List - Red-list species are those that are, ‘Globally Threatened’, according to the 
IUCN criteria; those whose population or range has declined rapidly in recent years; 
and those that have declined historically and not shown a substantial recent recovery. 
 
(The population status of birds regularly found in the UK, Channel Islands and the Isle 
of Man is reviewed every five years to provide an up-to-date assessment of 
conservation priorities. Species are assessed and placed onto one of three lists – red, 
amber or green) 
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	MANAGEMENT PLAN
	August 2009

	Summary Sheet
	Task
	Period of Work
	Units
	Health and safety check of trees and woodland
	Fly-tipping monitoring and removal
	1, 3 & 5
	Annually
	As required




	Project Title
	Units


