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Area: 2.1 hectares 
 
Location: Plymouth’s 
waterfront at Devonport 
overlooking the River Tamar 
 
Habitats present: Limestone 
grassland and unimproved 
grassland. 
 
Reasons for designation: 
Calcareous grassland and the 
presence of 6 Devon Notable 
Species present: round leaved 
crane’s-bill, autumn ladies 
tresses, knotted hedge parsley, 
ivy broomrape, cowslip and 
hoary plantain. 
 
Ownership: Plymouth City Council 
 
Other information: The site is adjacent to Plymouth Sound and Estuaries European Marine 
Site designated for its estuaries, inlets, bays, reefs, atlantic salt meadows, sandbanks and 
wintering birds.  
 
Part of the CWS is also covered by a Geological SSSI (refer to map below). This site was 
notified for the exposure of Devonian Plymouth Limestone is rich with fossils and its best 
known feature is the Mount Wise Shell Bed with its shelly remains. Natural England is 
responsible for achieving favourable conservation status on SSSIs. 
 
The site is of also of historical importance, with military associations of various ages including 
WWII tunnels underneath the site. 
 
 
Introduction 
 
The site has been formally in positive management for wildlife but the site was declared by 
the Devon Biodiversity Record Centre in January 2013. This statement aims to formalise the 
management principles and actions with a view to maintaining positive wildlife management 
and should be reviewed on a biennial basis. 
 
Other i ndicator species include: 
Unimproved grassland [Zone 1]: quaking grass, common knapweed, great knapweed, ladies 
bedstraw, oxeye daisy, mouse-ear hawkweed, yellow rattle, cowslip, salad burnet, autumn 
ladies tresses, wild thyme, meadow vetchling and yellow oat-grass. 
 
Calcareous grassland [Zone 2]: quaking grass, great knapweed, ladies bedstraw, mouse-ear 
hawkweed, salad burnet, wild thyme and yellow oat-grass. 



Constraints to wildlife 
 
Recreational pressure on this site is moderate because of the spectacular views it affords 
over to the Royal William Yard, Mount Edgcumbe and beyond. As a consequence, some 
areas of the site are mostly intensively managed by frequent mowing.  
 
The site currently has a well managed litter collection regime. 
 
Management Principles 
 

 Vegetation removal to be conducted outside the bird nesting season 

 Herbicides and pesticides will not be used unless absolutely necessary  

 Specifying and using environmentally friendly products 

 Recycling the green waste products by composting and chipping 

 The Environment Agency’s Pollution Prevention Guidelines (PPG5) should be 
complied with at all times when working near water: http://publications.environment-
agency.gov.uk/pdf/PMHO1107BNKG-e-e.pdf?lang=_e 

 
Any proposed departures from the above should be discussed with the PCC Green 
Infrastructure Officer prior to implementation. 

Seeking Environmental Excellence 
This site is one in a network of sites across the city managed by Plymouth City Council which 
provide ecological connectivity, robustness and resilience against Climate Change. This 
network also contributes to flood attenuation, enhanced water and air quality and carbon 
sequestration.  
 

Actions 

 Zone 1 to be managed as a wildflower meadow with one annual cut and bail in 
September 

 On the far south western slopes red valerian should be pulled up to stop 
encroachment. 

 Zone 2 should be regularly mown, excepting July and August because of the 
presence of Autumn Ladies Tresses. 

 Maintain the two geological interest features free from vegetation outside of the bird 
nesting season. 

 Report notable species sightings to Devon Biodiversity Records Centre 

 Liaise with Natural England with regards to the maintenance of the SSSI site 
features. 

 Monitor the success of management by January 2014 

 Review this management statement in January 2015 
 

http://publications.environment-agency.gov.uk/pdf/PMHO1107BNKG-e-e.pdf?lang=_e
http://publications.environment-agency.gov.uk/pdf/PMHO1107BNKG-e-e.pdf?lang=_e
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