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Summary Sheet 

 
Site Name:  Radford Woods 
Area:   38.9 Hectares 
 
Vision Statement:  
Radford Woods will be designated and managed as a Local Nature Reserve (LNR) 
for benefit of wildlife and the community. This will be achieved through 
maintenance and enhancement of the mosaic of habitats that support a variety of 
flora and fauna. Radford Woods is a key accessible green space for the community 
and access will be managed to facilitate the quiet enjoyment of the site by the local 
community. 
 
Wildlife and Management Summary: 
Radford Woods is located on the south-east fringes of the City of Plymouth in the 
district of Plymstock. The Woods comprise several interconnected and steep sided 
slopes and valleys with streams that drain into the River Plym at Hooe Lake. The 
site contains a mosaic of habitats including ancient semi-natural woodland 
(ASNW), Plantation on Ancient Woodland Site (PAWS), wet woodland, an orchard, 
mixed scrub, species-rich hedgerows, neutral grasslands, marshland, two quarries 
and several streams. The site is designated as a County Wildlife Site (CWS) and 
also has an education / interpretation centre converted from one of the former fuel 
depot buildings. 
 
The management objectives for the Nature Reserve are as follows: 

 To enhance species diversity within woodlands, marshland and grasslands 

 To establish a mature and valued community orchard 

 To increase the population of Depford Pink 

 To improve the quality of the streams 

 To deliver quality accessible green space and a valued community asset 

 To promote the health and welfare benefits of access to nature 

 To manage the woods in partnership with the local community  
 
This management plan runs for a period of ten years but will be reviewed on a five-
yearly basis. 
 

Seeking Environmental Excellence  
This site is one in a network of sites across the city managed by Plymouth City 
Council which provide ecological connectivity, robustness and resilience against 
Climate Change. This network also contributes to flood attenuation, enhanced 
water and air quality and carbon sequestration.  
 

The table below gives a brief overview of the wildlife recorded at Radford Woods. 
 

Species/habitat National status  UK BAP  Devon BAP  

Ancient woodland  Yes  

Wet woodland  Yes  

Neutral grassland  Yes Yes 

Streams   Yes 

Quarries   Yes 

Ponds  Yes  

Badger  WCA 6, Bern III   

Slow-worm WCA 5   

Great green bush cricket   Yes 

Deptford Pink WCA 8 Yes  

Bluebell  WCA 8   

Primrose Lower risk  Yes 
 

Table 1 Illustrates the rarity status of species and habitats recorded at the site. 
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1.  Site Details 

 
Site Name:   Radford Wood (proposed Local Nature Reserve) 
 
Ownership:   Freehold owned by Plymouth City Council 
 
Area:    38 Hectares 
 
Grid Reference:  SX 510 519 
 
Conservation Status: Proposed Local Nature Reserve (LNR) 
 
Community: The Friends of Radford Woods (FORW) play an 

active role in the management of the site and holding 
community events in close partnership with Plymouth 
City Council. 

 
Public Access: A comprehensive network of permissive footpaths 

and public footpaths including the Erme-Plym Trail.  
Map 2 details all of the paths that are maintained 
within the proposed LNR. 

 
Vehicle Access: There are six vehicle access points for site 

maintenance only and there are public car parking 
facilities within the surrounding residential areas (Map 
2 – Site Features). 

 
Transport Links: The proposed reserve is easily accessible using 

public transport. Bus services run along Hooe Road 
to the north of the site, Holmwood Avenue to the east 
of the site and Redcliff Close which borders the site 
to the north, east and south. There are no cycle paths 
through the site. 

http://www.radfordwoods.co.uk/
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2.  Site Description 
 
Radford Woods is the largest area of publicly accessible semi-natural greenspace 
in the the city. Plymouth’s Greenscape Assessment in 2000 shows that Radford 
Woods is of Regional importance both as a visual amenity and as a buffer and of 
city importance for biodiversity and access corridors. As such, the site along with its 
education/interpretation centre offers many opportunities to promote the health and 
welfare benefits of access to nature. 
 
Radford Woods proposed LNR provides a significant contribution to both the 
Ancient Woodland resource and the overall woodland resource of the City of 
Plymouth. The site allows ecological connectivity from the River Plym via Hooe 
Lake to the River Yealm within the South Hams Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty and presents an invaluable resource to communities on all sides. The site is 
designated as a County Wildlife Site (CWS) with 18 species of Ancient Woodland 
Indicators recorded and the presence of Wet Woodland and Lowland Broadleaved 
Woodland, both UKBAP Habitats. 
 
The site lies predominantly over Devonian slates and contains a mosaic of habitats 
including ancient semi-natural woodland, broad-leaved plantation woodland, wet 
woodland, an orchard, mixed scrub, species-rich hedgerows, neutral grasslands, 
marshland, two quarries and streams (Map 3: Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey). 
 
The proposed reserve is dominated by woodlands with an abundance of bluebells 
in spring. Whilst the proposed Reserve as a whole is known as Radford Woods, 
several areas have more localized names associated (Jennyscombe Woods, Unit 
4; Buddle Wood, Unit 5; Brixtonhall Plantation, Unit 7 and Basinghall Plantation, 
Units 8 and 9). Ancient Semi-Natural Woodlands exist in Units 4, 8 and 9 and much 
of the canopy in these areas is dominated by beech but includes sweet chestnut, 
sycamore and oak in Units 8 and 9 (Map 1: Site Location). Broadleaf Plantation 
Woodlands exist in Units 1, 3, 4, 5 and 7; here canopy species include beech, 
sweet chestnut, sycamore and oak. Unit 5 is classed as a Plantation on Ancient 
Woodland Site (PAWS). There are two former slate quarries within the woodlands 
(Units 7 and 8) where access should not be encouraged. Given the access 
constraints these quarries can be considered havens for wildlife with good 
deadwood and scrub resource and suitability for a wide range of species. 
 
Wet woodland, marshlands and a pond exist in the far north of the proposed 
Reserve along the valley bottom which was formerly used by the MOD as part of 
their fuel storage facility (Unit 6). Species present in the marshland area include 
yellow flag iris, meadow sweet, horsetail species, cuckooflower, hemlock water-
dropwort, smooth rush, marsh orchid, water figwort, water mint and bulrush. Wet 
woodland also exists in Units 1 and 3 in the far west of the proposed reserve. 
 
Neutral grasslands are located within Units 3 and 6 and have become rank with 
many weeds present such as ragwort, bindweed, dock species, creeping thistle, 
dandelion, hogweed and bramble. Nevertheless, there are also several species of 
greater botanical interest such as common melilot, black medick, common 
knapweed, meadow vetchling, yarrow, creeping cinquefoil, red clover and cut-
leaved crane’s-bill. 
 
Scrub is scarce within the proposed Reserve as a whole but is the only habitat 
within Unit 10 consisting of immature oak, sycamore, blackthorn, hawthorn and 
bracken.  
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A small population of Deptford Pink was located at the eastern end of Unit 6. In 
2000, clearance of the former fuel tanks immediately to the north of Unit 6 
produced a large increase in the local population size but this had reduced to zero 
by 2009. In 2013, a joint project between Plantlife, the FORW and Plymouth City 
Council was started to reintroduce Deptford Pink to the site. 
 
Streams are present within Unit 8 and adjacent to Units 5 and 6. These streams 
drain into the marshes in the north of the proposed Reserve and then continue on 
to Radford Lake from where they drain into the River Plym. 

 
Notable plant records within the proposed LNR include bluebell Hyacinthoides non-
scripta, Primrose Primula vulgaris and Deptford Pink Dianthus armeria. There are 
also numerous records of the great green bush cricket Tettigonia viridissima 
amongst the grasslands in Unit 6. 

 
Mammal species include numerous badger setts and records of common 
pipistrelle, lesser horseshoe and greater horseshoe bats in the near vicinity. 

 
Approximately 10 bird species have been recorded, although this figure is likely to 
significantly under represent the number of species using the site.   
 
The site has records of slow-worm, common toad and common frog. These species 
are most likely to be present in areas of scrub, grassland, marshland and 
associated with streams. The streams and marshlands are also likely to provide a 
significant riparian habitat for other species such as bank vole and grass snake. 
 
Radford Woods is owned by Plymouth City Council (PCC) and the site is currently 
managed by PCC Street Scene Services with advice from the PCC Green 
Infrastructure Team. 
 
Access has been improved with major improvements carried out in 2009 and 2013 
through a sustained investment in pathways, signage and interpretation. Facilities 
and access to the education/interpretation centre have been improved since 2009. 
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3.  Site Interest Features  

 
3.1 Woodland 
 

 
Large sections of the site are recorded as being Ancient Woodlands. Ancient 
Woodlands contain species that can only survive where genetic continuity has 
maintained over a long period of time. The relative scarcity of Ancient Woodlands 
in Plymouth increases the importance of this site in a local context.  
 
The woodlands have a good deadwood resource, both standing and on the ground, 
which is beneficial for saproxylic invertebrates, fungi, mosses, liverworts and ferns. 
The woodlands throughout the proposed reserve offer opportunities for foraging 
birds, bats and small mammals. Many mature trees that exhibit features such as ivy 
cladding knots, crevices and hollow bark encourage bat activity within the proposed 
reserve.  
 
There are two small areas of wet woodland, a UKBAP priority habitat, within the 
site. Species such as alder and willows are able to withstand highly waterlogged 
soils and hence play an important role in attenuating flood risk. They also host a 
wide variety of invertebrates and species such as mosses and ferns. 
 
Two quarries exist within the proposed reserve in Units 7 and 8. Quarries are a 
Devon BAP habitat and often provide a refuge for wildlife including bats due to their 
inaccessibility. 



 
8 

 
3.2 Marshland 
 

 
An area of marshland exists to the east of the education / interpretation centre 
along the valley bottom and includes a small pond. Ponds are a UKBAP Priority 
Habitat and are especially rich habitats for amphibians, wetland plant species and 
aquatic invertebrates. Marshland forms an invaluable habitat for a variety of 
species including invertebrates, amphibians and riparian mammals. 
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3.3 Neutral Grassland/Scrub 
 

 
Lowland unimproved grassland is a declining habitat in the British Isles with 97% 
lost between 1930 and 1984.  Unimproved neutral grassland is recognised in the 
UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) and flower-rich meadows and pastures are 
recognised in the Devon BAP.  By increasing the floristic value of the semi-
improved grassland within the site, the proposed reserve can help towards meeting 
the local and national BAP targets for these habitats. 
 
Grasslands provide an attractive habitat for a diversity of species including 
invertebrates, birds and small mammals and a valuable habitat for reptiles such as 
slow worm and grass snake. The great green bush cricket, a Devon BAP species, 
has been recorded in this area in the past. This species prefers rough grassland / 
scrub edge habitats. 
 
Scrub areas provide an important habitat for a wide range of wildlife including 
higher plants, insects, birds, amphibians, reptiles and small mammals.  
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3.4 Orchard 
 

 
 
The orchard was established outside the education/interpretation centre in 2012 on 
an area of former scrub. It was a joint project between the FORW and the Plymouth 
City Council. 12 trees were planted and the FORW look after the trees. Local 
varieties of trees were chosen (refer to inset below). In 2014, a further three trees 
were planted.  
 

The orchard is at a very 
early phase but it is 
hoped that it will develop 
into a mature habitat with 
value for wildlife. 
Traditional orchards 
were in dramatic decline 
in the last Century and 
are now a priority 
UKBAP habitat. 
Traditional orchards are 
groups of fruit and nut 
trees planted on 
vigorous rootstocks at 
low densities in 
permanent grassland; 
and managed in a low 
intensity way. 
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3.5 Depford Pink 
 

 
Deptford Pink Dianthus armeria has undergone one of the most rapid declines of 
any British plant species in recent years. Having been previously widespread 
through southern England and Wales it is now thought to be restricted to 
approximately 20 sites. Deptford Pink is a UKBAP priority species and it is listed on 
the Red Data Book and on Schedule 8 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act, which 
makes it illegal to pick, uproot or destroy this species. In 2013, a joint project 
between Plantlife, the FORW and Plymouth City Council reintroduced the species 
to an area outside the interpretation centre. 
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3.6 Streams 
 

 
Streams are a Devon BAP habitat and provide a resource for a number of riparian 
mammals, amphibians, birds and invertebrates. They are an attractive attribute 
within the site, adding to the quality and enjoyment for the community.  
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3.6 Community Access and Involvement 
 

 
Radford Woods proposed Local Nature Reserve is a place for people and wildlife 
managed by Plymouth City Council and the collaboration of FORW. It is managed 
to ensure that there are opportunities for community access and involvement. The 
reserve currently includes a comprehensive path network including three Public 
Rights of Way and the Erme-Plym Trail. Other features of note include the orchard, 
the pond-dipping platform, the hexagonal platform and the education/interpretation 
centre. 
 
It is essential that these features, paths and the associated access infrastructure 
are maintained to a standard that makes the reserve a welcoming place.  
 
The involvement of the local community in the decision making process is 
fundamental in successfully managing the proposed reserve.  
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3.7 Status and Threats to the Sites Interest Features  

Interest Feature Status  Reason for Status Threats to Interest Features 

Woodland 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moderate In areas where beech is dominant, the shrub layer 
is impoverished and hence structural and species 
diversity is limited. The deadwood resource is 
good. The woodlands contain areas of fly-tipping, 
which need to be cleared, removed and 
maintained. Mountain bikers have an impact on 
the ground flora and cause significant erosion in 
places. Japanese Knotweed is present in Unit 1. 
The quarries in Units 7 and 8 have access 
constraints and health and safety concerns 
associated with them. 

Lack of structural diversity/ground flora 
through lack of canopy management (eg. 
Beech) 
Inappropriate use of the site (fly-tipping, 
mountain bikers, health and safety in 
quarries), vandalism and/or destruction of the 
trees.   
Non-native species (Japanese Knotweed) 
Trampling and compaction of the soil around 
the roots of trees. 
 

Wet woodland Good Structurally this habitat is good and fly-tipping has 
decreased since community involvement in the 
site has increased. 

Succession to drier woodland. 
Inappropriate use of the site (fly-tipping) 

Marshland Moderate - 
improving 

A good variety of wetland plants. This habitat has 
been managed since 2013 and continued 
appropriate management will encourage a greater 
diversity of wildlife. 

Lack of management 
Pollution events upstream 

Neutral 
Grassland/Scrub 

Moderate - 
improving 

Grasslands in Unit 3 have been allowed to scrub 
up and will form woodland in the coming years. 
Scrub in Unit 6 has been removed and the 
grasslands have been correctly managed since 
2011 however the quality of the grassland is still 
only moderate. 

Succession to scrub through lack of 
management 

Orchard Moderate The orchard was established in 2012 and will 
hopefully mature. 

Lack of management 

Deptford Pink Poor - 
improving 

This species prefers disturbed soil and through 
lack of management it had disappeared from the 
site by 2009. Reintroduction in 2013 will hopefully 
be a success. 

Lack of management 

Streams Moderate The streams provide an attractive visual amenity 
and resource for wildlife although there are 
concerns over fly-tipping adjacent to Unit 5 and 
pollution events through misconnections 
upstream. 

Inappropriate use of the site (fly-tipping) 
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Community 
Access and 
Involvement 

Good Paths and rides are well maintained and are in a 
much improved condition. Use of the 
education/interpretation centre has increased 
enormously since 2009 and the FORW have been 
regularly involved in management and community 
events since 2012. 

Inappropriate use of the site / lack of 
maintenance. 

Management and 
Administration 

Good Improvements to management and administration 
procedures have been achieved. Revenue 
finances have been secured to enable 
designation of the Local Nature Reserve. Both 
FORW and Plymouth City Council continue to 
work together for the benefit of people and 
wildlife. 

N/A 

Table 2 - Status and Threats to the Sites Interest Features 

The operation objectives for the site have been designed with the aim of improving all of the interest features to a status of at least ‘good’ and to 
reduce the threats to the interest features.
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4.  Objectives and Management Rationale 

 
4.1 – Woodlands 
 

Objective To maintain the extent and enhance the structural and species 
diversity within the woodlands in all Units.   

Target: To improve the condition of the woodland for a good structural and 
species diversity of canopy, shrub and ground flora species. 
 
To retain areas of deadwood in situ.  
 
To remove invasive species. 
 
To seek a policy of minimum intervention within the quarries. 
 
To ensure that users are aware of the risks associated with entering 
the quarries. 

 
4.1.1 – Rationale and Management 
The woodlands are currently in moderate condition and the current management 
practice of minimal intervention has resulted in most of the canopy being dominated by 
species such as beech, sycamore and sweet chestnut.  
 
Actively managing some of these areas to provide a more varied age structure and 
canopy diversity is desirable. This can be achieved by creating gaps, clearings and 
rides as well as managing regrowth after canopy specimens die. Creating gaps by 
felling oak should be avoided but beech, hornbeam and sycamore should be targeted.  
 
Areas of standing and fallen deadwood will be retained in situ throughout the 
woodland, as it provides a valuable habitat for woodland organisms, unless it causes a 
health and safety concern.  
 
There are risks associated with access to both the quarries within the proposed 
reserve (Units 7 and 8) and there are opportunities to apply a principle of minimal 
intervention in their management so as to create safe havens for wildlife. Suitable 
signage and protective fencing (if necessary) should be provided. 
 
Fly-tipping is an issue within the woodlands and there is a need for clearance and 
maintenance.  
 
The invasive, non-native Japanese Knotweed Fallopia japonica has been recorded 
within Unit 1. It distributes by nodes on the stem and rhizomes (underground stems) 
and through a high tolerance to varied soil pH it prevents native British species from 
growing and causes damage to buildings and hard surfaces. Control measures are 
required to treat and eradicate the species; this can be carried out using varied 
methods including herbicide treatment or a combined treatment. 
 
4.1.2 - Management Tasks 
 

 Creation of gaps, clearings and rides and managed regrowth of canopy species 
to encourage species such as oak. 
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 Removal of fly-tipping in all Units. 
 

 Eradication of Japanese Knotweed in Unit 1. 
 

 Minimal intervention to create safe havens for wildlife in quarries. 
 

 Signage adjacent to the quarries to state that users enter at their own risk and 
protective fencing (if necessary). 

 

 To inspect trees and woodland for damaged or diseased trees and remove 
from site if they are causing a health and safety concern. 

 
 
4.2 – Marshland 
 

Objective To enhance the species diversity within areas of marshland 

Target: To maintain the area of diverse marshland and open water and 
prevent this from succeeding to wet woodland.     

 
4.2.1 – Rationale and Management 
 
Whilst a variety of plant species exists in this area the diversity can be improved 
further by annual cutting of the vegetation in September for hay and removal off-site. 
This should prevent any woody species establishing themselves but it may be 
necessary to selectively remove these species from time to time.  
 
4.2.2 – Management Tasks 
 

 Annual cut and rake between late July and August. 
 

 Selective removal of woody species such as willow.  
 

 Ongoing pond management. 
 
 
4.3 – Neutral Grassland/Scrub 
 

Objectives To improve the current condition of the grassland by restoring 1.5ha of 
grassland area 

Targets: To restore or recreate 1.5 ha of species rich grassland in Unit 6 
 
To provide a habitat for great green bush cicket (a Devon BAP 
species)  

 
4.3.1 – Rationale and Management 
In 2009, the grassland area (Unit 6) was in poor condition and had become rank 
because of a lack of management. In Spring 2009 this area was cut back and has 
been cut back every year since between late July and the end of August. Whilst 
appropriate management is now in place, many rank species are still present and it will 
take time for the nutrient status to decrease and allow less vigorous species to survive.  
 
The grassland area in Unit 3 will be left to scrub up. 
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4.3.2 – Management Tasks 
 

 A single cut and bale between late July and the end of August in Unit 6 
 

 The grasslands will be monitored annually to assess the success of the 
management for great green bush cricket. 

 
4.4 – Orchard 
 

Objective To establish a mature and valued community resource 

 
4.4.1 - Rationale and Management 
 
The orchard will develop into a valuable habitat for wildlife with mature trees providing 
resources for a variety of invertebrates. A working orchard will also add to the quality 
and enjoyment of the woods for the local community.  
 
The orchard is managed by the FORW and requires regular clearance and monitoring 
to prevent scrub from smothering the young trees. 
 
4.4.2 – Management Tasks 

 

 Replace dead or vandalised trees where necessary 

 Clear scrub within the orchard to prevent it out-competing fruit trees. 
 
 
4.5 – Deptford Pink 
 

Objective To increase the population of Depford Pink 

 
4.5.1 - Rationale and Management 
 
Deptford Pink Dianthus armeria is represented in the seed bank of the neutral 
grassland area (Unit 6) but population numbers have dropped to zero due to 
competition from rank vegetation. Areas of disturbed ground should be maintained for 
this species to thrive and to ensure a stable population. 
 
4.5.2 – Management Tasks 

 

 Maintain an area of 2 x 2m established in 2013 in Unit 6 free from rank 
vegetation to allow Deptford Pink to flourish. 

 Maintain an area established  in 2013 next to the bench in Unit 6 free from rank 
vegetation to allow Deptford Pink to flourish. 

 
4.6 – Streams 
 

Objective To improve the quality of the streams within the site 

Target: To decrease the amount of fly-tipping within the stream network.  

 
4.6.1 - Rationale and Management 
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The streams create an attractive series of habitats and add to the quality and 
enjoyment for the community. They are also important as they provide a habitat for a 
number of amphibian, bird, mammal and invertebrate species.  

 
The stream alongside Unit 5 contains fly-tipping which can cause the stream channel 
to be blocked and thus alter the hydrology of certain areas with detrimental effects on 
the flora and fauna of the area.  These areas require regular clearance and monitoring 
to preserve the existing riparian habitat and encourage an attractive environment and 
to maintain biodiversity and water quality.  
 
4.6.2 – Management Tasks 

 

 All fly-tipping to be removed from site as and when required 
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4.7 – Community Access 
 

Objective To maintain a high quality accessible green space that is a valued 
community asset, providing opportunities for quiet recreational 
activities and access to nature.   
 
To promote the health and welfare benefits of accessing the site. 

Target: To provide a high quality, accessible greenspace, giving the wider 
community of Plymstock the opportunity to undertake quiet 
recreational activities and enjoy the wildlife without causing conflict 
with the nature conservation objectives of the proposed LNR. 
 
To designate the proposed Reserve as a Local Nature Reserve by 
April 2014.  
 
To maintain all paths shown on Map 2 free from obstructions. 
 
To employ a clearance regime to manage fly-tipping issue across the 
site and maintain the regime to combat future problems. 
 
To maintain all reserve entrances to a high standard so that they 
provide an attractive welcome for the green space. All gates / access 
infrastructure should be ‘presentable’ and every access point shown 
on Map 2 should have signage that welcomes visitors into the reserve. 
 
To market, promote and interpret the access and educational 
opportunities that the site provides, both to city wide and local 
audiences in surrounding neighbourhoods and places of work in 
collaboration with the community. 
 
To work with the Friends of Radford Woods for the good of the woods. 
 
To monitor deadwood in conjunction with FORW and the University of 
Plymouth. 

 
4.7.1 – Rationale and Management 
 
The site is an attractive place to walk and spot wildlife and these activities are 
encouraged. Increased numbers of people are now booking the 
education/interpretation centre and using the paths following improvement works in 
2013. 
 
It is essential that community access opportunities are sought and infrastructure 
maintained to a high standard to allow the cross-cutting benefits of better health and 
welfare that greenspace can provide. 
 
Path & Ride Vegetation Clearance 
Vegetation encroachment around paths will quickly limit access opportunities for the 
community unless they are proactively managed.  It is essential that paths are kept 
free from obstructions. Map 2 shows all the paths that should be cleared as required 
outside of the bird-nesting season.  
  
Fly-tipping 
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Fly-tipping is a particular issue in Unit 5. A clearance project is required to encourage 
the local community to change their behaviour, followed up by a regular clearance 
regime. 
 
Mountain biking 
The use of the proposed Reserve by mountain bikers is an issue in Units 4 and 5 
because it impacts the ground flora of the woodlands, creates erosion and interferes 
with the enjoyment of the area for other users. An agreement with regards to location 
and times of use by mountain bikers is desirable. 
 
Marketing, Interpretation and Promotion 
A programme of events carried out by the active ‘Friends of Radford Woods’ group 
and supported by PCC will continue to highlight the opportunities that this site offers to 
the locals residents.  
 
PCC Street Scene Services will continue to offer the education/interpretation centre for 
use by the community. 
 
There is a website for the site, a programme of events in natural spaces across the city 
and the Friends Group have a website: 
www.plymouth.gov.uk/radfordwoodslnr  
www.plymouth.gov.uk/parksnatureevents 
www.radfordwoods.co.uk 
 
4.7.2 – Management Tasks Summary 

 

 Designate the proposed Reserve as a Local Nature Reserve by April 2014 

 Maintain entrances, paths and rides free from vegetation encroachment  

 Regular Site Inspection - All access routes, entrances, bridges and access 
infrastructure to be checked on a regular basis  

 Signage from road access points can be improved 

 Maintain and enhance signs and interpretation panels, every access point 
should have signage to welcome visitors to the site 

 Clear fly-tipping from all Units regularly 

 Invasive species monitoring on an annual basis 

 Seek a local agreement with regards to the location and times of use by 
mountain bikers. 

http://www.plymouth.gov.uk/radfordwoodslnr
http://www.plymouth.gov.uk/parksnatureevents
http://www.radfordwoods.co.uk/
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4.8 – Management and Administration 
 

Objective To manage the woods in partnership with the local community and 
other stakeholders  

Target: The Reserve’s management and administration will support the 
objectives of this plan  

 
4.8.1 - Rationale and Management 
 
The Nature Reserve will be managed in a wildlife friendly manner to include the 
following measures where possible: 
 

 Removal of vegetation outside the bird nesting season (March-August 
inclusive) 

 Any works to trees with suitability for bats should be checked by a professional 
ecologist prior to works commencing 

 Herbicides and pesticides will not be used unless absolutely necessary 

 Specifying and using environmentally friendly products 

 The Environment Agency’s Pollution Prevention Guidelines (PPG5) should be 
complied with at all times when working near water 

 
Any proposed departures from the above should be discussed with the PCC Green 
Infrastructure Officer prior to implementation. 

The administration of the site must ensure that all management activities are 
completed successfully in order that features will be moving towards ‘good’ status.  
The following procedures should be completed: 
 

 Site risk assessments should be checked and updated if required. 

 All monitoring projects should be completed. 

 Notable species sightings should be reported to Devon Biodiversity Records 
Centre. 

 There is an aspiration to support detailed invertebrate, fungi, lichen, moss and 
protected species surveys to improve the understanding of the nature 
conservation interests on site. 

 Any damage to site infrastructure should be reported and repaired as soon as 
is practicable. 

 The management plan should be fully reviewed every 5 years, with interim 
reviews if required 
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5.  Management Actions 
 
A broad range of management actions, or tasks, are required to deliver the objectives set out in the previous chapter.  These are expressed 
below as Annual / Ongoing Maintenance Tasks and Improvement Projects.    
 
5.1 – Annual / Ongoing Maintenance Tasks 
 

Task Period of Work Units Period Personnel 

Cut and bale Annually 6 Late July - August PCC Street Scene Services 

Creation of disturbed areas for Deptford 
Pink and assisted seed dispersal 

Annually 6 As necessary FORW 

Orchard management As required 3 As required FORW 

Maintain all access routes and entrances  As required All As required PCC Street Scene Services 

Maintain signage at access points  As required All As required PCC Street Scene Services 

Maintain interpretation panels and 
benches 

As required All As required PCC Street Scene Services 

Site Inspections - Access Infrastructure 
and Litter Checks 

Annually and 
when required 

All As required PCC Parks Services / FORW 

Health and safety check of trees and 
woodland 

After initial 
assessment 
and then as 
necessary 

All As required PCC Street Scene Services 

Invasive species monitoring and removal  Annually All As required PCC Street Scene Services 

Fly-tipping monitoring and removal Monthly All As required PCC Street Scene Services 

Grassland Monitoring Annually 6 May – July Green Infrastructure Team/FORW 

Creation of gaps, clearings, rides and 
managed canopy regrowth 

Annually – 
Rolling 3 - 5 

Year Rotation 

All As required PCC Street Scene Services 

Woodland Monitoring As required All April – June Plymouth Woodland Project/FORW 

Selective removal of willow in marshland Annually  6 As required PCC Street Scene Services 

Ongoing pond management Annually 6 As required  PCC Street Scene Services/FORW 
Groups 
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Administrative Requirements 
Work with the community and 
stakeholders to improve management 
 
 
Site risk assessments should be 
checked and updated and collated. 
 
Notable species sightings/monitoring 
results should be reported to DBRC. 
 
Damage to site infrastructure reported 
and repaired promptly. 
 
The management plan should be 
reviewed every 5 years with interim 
reviews if required. 
 
All monitoring projects results should be 
completed and collated. 

 
 
As required 
 

 
Annually 
 
 
Annually 
 
 
As required 
 
 
Reviews will 
be conducted 
yearly 
 

Annually 

 
 

All 
 
 

All 
 
 

As 
appropriate 

 
As 

appropriate 
 

All 
 
 
 

All 
 

 
 

As required 
 
 

April 
 
 

End of financial 
year 

 
As required 

 
 

As required 
 
 
 

End of financial 
year 

 
 
FORW, PCC Green Infrastructure 
Team, PCC Street Scene Services 
 
PCC Parks Services 
 
 
PCC Green Infrastructure Officer 
 
 
PCC Street Scene Services  
 
 
PCC Green Infrastructure Officer / 
PCC Street Scene Services/ FORW 
  
 
PCC Green Infrastructure Team/ 
FORW 

 
 
 
5.2 Improvements Projects 
 

Project Title Units Period Personnel 

Designate as Local 
Nature Reserve 

All By April 2014 PCC Green Infrastructure Officer 

Signage and protective 
fencing (if necessary) 
associated with quarries 

7 and 8 As required PCC Street Scene Services 

Improved signage of 
reserve from road access 

Off site As required PCC Green Infrastructure Team 
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points 

Seek local agreement 
with regards to mountain 
biking 

All As required FORW 
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6.  Bibliography 
 
Countryside Associates (2005) Phase 1 Habitat Survey of Proposed Radford Woods 
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Countryside Associates (2005) Radford Woodlands Draft Management Plan 

 
7.  Glossary 

 
BAP – Biodiversity Action Plan 
 
FORW – Friends of Radford Woods 
 
LNR – Local Nature Reserve 
 
WCA – Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 
Animals and plants are protected under the WCA under the following schedules: 
  

Schedule 5 – Protected animals other than birds 
 
Schedule 6 – Animals, which may not be killed or taken by certain methods 
 
Schedule 8 – Protected plants 
 
Schedule 9 – Animals and plants, which may not be released into or caused to 
grow in the wild 

 
 
 


