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If you have concerns about a child under the age of 18 

please contact the Children’s Serviced Gateway 

on 01752 307160



Purpose of Training

 Understand what children have said they need

 Provide an overview of the role of elected members 

in relation to Safeguarding

 Understand the terms Safeguarding and Child 

Protection

 Brief overview of key considerations in Child 

Safeguarding

 Where to go next for more information



Children have said that they need

 vigilance: to have adults notice when things are troubling them

 understanding and action: to understand what is happening; to be 

heard and understood; and to have that understanding acted 

upon

 stability: to be able to develop an ongoing stable relationship of 

trust with those helping them

 respect: to be treated with the expectation that they are 

competent rather than not



Children have said that they need

 information and engagement: to be informed about and involved 

in procedures, decisions, concerns and plans

 explanation: to be informed of the outcome of assessments and 

decisions and reasons when their views have not met with a 

positive response

 support: to be provided with support in their own right as well as 

a member of their family

 advocacy: to be provided with advocacy to assist them in putting 

forward their views

 Protection: to be protected against all forms of abuse and 

discrimination and the right to special protection and help if a 

refugee



ROLES, RESPONSIBLITIES & 

GOOD PRACTICE

Elected Members



Local Authority Duties 
Working Together to Safeguard Children 2018

 Local authorities have duties to children in need and children 

suffering, or likely to suffer, significant harm, under sections 17 

and 47 of the Children Act 1989. 

 The Director of Children’s Services and Lead Member for 

Children’s Services are the key points of professional and political 

accountability

 Local agencies, including the police and health services, have a 

duty under section 11 of the Children Act 2004 to ensure that 

they consider the need to safeguard and promote the welfare of 

children when carrying out their functions.



Duties for others to work 

together

 Under section 10 , CA 2004, a range of agencies are required 

to co-operate with local authorities to promote the wellbeing 

of children in each local authority area 

 The 2017 Children and Social Work Act sets out how agencies 

must work together by placing new duties on the police, 

clinical commissioning groups and the local authority to make 

arrangements to work together and with other partners locally 

to safeguard and promote the welfare of all children in their 

area.



Strong Leadership

 WTSC 2018 states that it is essential that these arrangements 

are strongly led and promoted at a local level, specifically by:

 Strong lead from local authority members, including Council 

Leaders or Mayors, and

 The commitment of chief officers in all agencies, in particular 

the Director of Children’s Services and Lead Member for 

Children’s Services in each local authority, the Chief Constable 

and the CCG



Corporate Safeguarding Policy 

2018

 The aim of this policy is to ensure that all Plymouth City 

Council employees and Elected Members are able to recognise 

where there is a safeguarding concern for a child and take 

appropriate action. 

 It will be the responsibility of all Council employees and elected 

members to ensure that they have a good understanding of 

safeguarding concerns, including potential abuse and neglect of 

children and young people. 

 It is recommended that all elected members undertake the 

Child Protection Foundation Course with Plymouth 

Safeguarding Children Board and refresh every three years. 



Role / Responsibilities  of Elected 

Members in Safeguarding

Councillors have a responsibility to:

 report concerns about a child to the appropriate body

 avoid situations that may be misinterpreted and lead to 

allegations of inappropriate behaviour.

 inform the relevant officers if they have a concern and 

need advice on reporting abuse, or if they are 

concerned about a colleague potentially perpetrating 

abuse

 Immediate danger - If a child or vulnerable adult is in 

immediate danger then contact the police



Good Practice for Councillors

 Not all councillors will have direct contact with 

children as part of their roles.

 However some will as part of their ward councillor 

role or for civic duties 

 It is important that councillors operate within a safe 

working environment for children and vulnerable 

adults. 



Performing Councillor Duties

 Councillors should ensure that they do not have 

contact with vulnerable children on their own in their 

role as a councillor. 

 Some councillors may have this level of contact in their 

employment or in a voluntary capacity, and will have 

been required to have a disclosure and barring service 

check to undertake this.

 It is important that members avoid unsupervised 

contact with a vulnerable person.  



Whistle-blowing (institutional 

abuse)

 Serious concerns about poor practice in the 

organisation or the council’s approach to safeguarding 

should be addressed by referring using the Council’s 

Whistleblowing Policy.

 Councillors may represent the council on outside 

bodies. If a councillor has a safeguarding concern that 

relates to the behaviour of officers or trustees within 

these organisations, these concerns should be reported 

to the organisation.

 They should also make the relevant senior officer for 

each outside body aware of their concerns.



WHAT IS SAFEGUARDING 

AND CHILD PROTECTION

Definitions



Difference between Safeguarding 

and Child Protection

 Safeguarding, and promoting the welfare of children, is 

a broader term than child protection.

 It encompasses protecting children from 

maltreatment, preventing impairment of children's 

health or development, and ensures children grow up 

in safe circumstances.

 Child protection is part of this definition and refers to 

activities undertaken to prevent children suffering, or 

likely to suffer, significant harm.



Defining Abuse and Neglect

 Abuse and neglect are forms of maltreatment of a child. 

Somebody may abuse or neglect a child by inflicting harm, or by 

failing to act to prevent harm.  

 As well as threats to the welfare of children from within their 

families, children may be vulnerable to abuse or exploitation from 

outside their families. 

 These extra-familial threats can take a variety of different forms 

from online safety, sexual exploitation, exploitation by criminal 

gangs and organised crime groups, to the influences of extremism 

leading to radicalisation and trafficking.



Physical Abuse

A form of abuse which may involve hitting, shaking, 

throwing, poisoning, burning or scalding, drowning, 

suffocating or otherwise causing physical harm to a 

child. 

Physical harm may also be caused when a parent or 

carer fabricates the symptoms of, or deliberately 

induces, illness in a child. 



Female Genital Mutilation - FGM

 FGM, or female circumcision, is when a girl's genitals are altered 

or removed. 

 It can cause long-lasting damage as well as ongoing emotional 

distress. 

 The operation is usually done by someone who doesn’t have 

any medical training. Girls are often given no anaesthetic, no 

antiseptic treatment and are often forced to keep still.

 The cutting is made using tools such as a knife, pair of scissors, 

scalpel, glass or razor blade.

 FGM can be extremely painful and dangerous.



FGM Prevalence (March 2018)
Childline and DfE experimental dataset 2017

 Between April 2016 and March 2017 there were 9,179 

attendances reported at NHS trusts and GP practices where FGM 

was identified or a procedure for FGM was undertaken

 87 per cent of these attendances were in midwifery or obstetrics 

 The average age at attendance was 31 years. 

 95 per cent of the women and girls had undergone FGM before 

they were 18 years old. 

 FGM is practiced in more than 29 countries across Africa, parts of 

the Middle East, South East Asia and countries where migrants 

from FGM affected communities live. It can also happen in the UK

 I36 referrals of alleged FGM to the CPS since 2010.  At March 18 

only 3 FGM prosecutions brought to court in UK, all led to 

acquittals. The maximum sentence is 14 years in prison



Sexual Abuse

Involves forcing or enticing a child to take part in sexual activities, 

not necessarily involving a high level of violence, whether or not the 

child is aware of what is happening. 

The activities may involve physical contact, including assault 

They may also include non-contact activities, such as involving 

children in looking at, or in the production of, sexual images, 

watching sexual activities, encouraging children to behave in sexually 

inappropriate ways, or grooming a child in preparation for abuse 

(including via the internet). 



Grooming Breck Brednar

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ScxaXn1xri4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ScxaXn1xri4


Child Sexual Exploitation – CSE

 A form of child sexual abuse. It occurs where an individual or 

group takes advantage of an imbalance of power to coerce, 

manipulate or deceive a child under the age of 18 into sexual 

activity 

 (a) in exchange for something the victim needs or wants, 

and/or 

 (b) for the financial advantage or increased status of the 

perpetrator or facilitator. 

 The victim may have been sexually exploited even if the sexual 

activity appears consensual. Child sexual exploitation does not 

always involve physical contact; it can also occur through the 

use of technology.



Neglect

 The persistent failure to meet a child’s basic physical and/or 

psychological needs, likely to result in the serious impairment of 

the child’s health or development. 

 Neglect may occur during pregnancy as a result of maternal 

substance abuse. Once a child is born, neglect may involve a 

parent or carer failing to:

 provide adequate food, clothing and shelter (including exclusion 

from home & abandonment)

 protect a child from physical and emotional harm or danger

 ensure adequate supervision 

 ensure access to appropriate medical care or treatment

 It may also include neglect of, or unresponsiveness to, a child’s 

basic emotional needs.



Emotional Abuse ( One of 2)

 The persistent emotional maltreatment of a child such as to 

cause severe and persistent adverse effects on the child’s 

emotional development. 

 It may involve conveying to a child that they are worthless or 

unloved, inadequate, or valued only insofar as they meet the 

needs of another person. 

 It may include not giving the child opportunities to express 

their views, deliberately silencing them or ‘making fun’ of what 

they say or how they communicate.



Emotional Abuse (2 of 2)

 It may feature age or developmentally inappropriate 

expectations being imposed on children. 

 Such as things that are too difficult for a child’s developmental 

stage, as overprotection and limitation of exploration and 

learning, or preventing the child participating in normal social 

interaction.

 It may involve seeing or hearing the ill-treatment of another. 

Such as domestic abuse.

 It may involve serious bullying (including cyber bullying), 

causing children frequently to feel frightened or in danger, or 

the exploitation or corruption of children. Some level of 

emotional abuse is involved in all types of maltreatment of a 

child, though it may occur alone.



Extremism 

 Extremism goes beyond terrorism and includes people who target 

the vulnerable – including the young – by seeking to:

 sow division between communities on the basis of race, faith or 

denomination; justify discrimination towards women and girls; 

 persuade others that minorities are inferior; or argue against the 

primacy of democracy and the rule of law in our society. 

 Extremism is defined in the Counter Extremism Strategy 2015 as 

the vocal or active opposition to our fundamental values, including 

the rule of law, individual liberty and the mutual respect and 

tolerance of different faiths and beliefs. 

 We also regard calls for the death of members of our armed 

forces as extremist.



‘Safeguarding 

vulnerable people 

from radicalisation 

is no different from 

safeguarding them 

from other 

forms of harm’

Home Office; The Prevent Strategy



Prevent Duty Guidance: 
for England and Wales

Guidance for specified authorities 
in England and Wales on the duty 
in the Counter-Terrorism and 
Security Act 2015 to have due 
regard to the need to prevent people 
from being drawn into terrorism.

Effective Leadership
• Establish or use existing mechanisms 

to understand the risk of radicalisation

• Ensure staff understand the risk

• Communicate and promote the 

importance of the duty

• Ensure it is implemented

Working in Partnership
• Productive co-operation, in particular 

with Prevent co-odinators, police and 

LAs

Appropriate Capabilities
• Frontline staff know what radicalisation

means and the vulnerabilities of being 

drawn into terrorism as a result of it.

• Understand terms, ‘extremism’, 

‘terrorism’

• Understand how to get support



Prevent and Channel Panel

• CHANNEL is the multi-agency safeguarding programme 

available in every local authority in England and Wales. 

• It works to protect vulnerable people from being drawn 

into terrorism and provides a range of support, including 

mentoring, counselling, assistance with employment etc. 

• It is a confidential and voluntary process - it is up to an 

individual, or their parents where appropriate, to decide 

whether to take advantage of the support it offers. It is not 

any form of criminal or civil sanction.

• Channel is about early intervention to protect vulnerable 

people from being drawn into committing terrorist-related 

activity and addresses all forms of extremism. 



Where PREVENT sits with CONTEST

http://course.ncalt.com/Chann

el_General_Awareness/01/ind

ex.html

http://course.ncalt.com/Channel_General_Awareness/01/index.html


Channel & Prevent

• Channel has received referrals from a range of people 

concerned about an individual’s wellbeing, including from 

schools, health and social services and communities.

• If you have concerns about a child under the age of 18 

please contact the Children’s Gateway on 01752 307160 

or email Gateway@plymouth.gov.uk.

• Guidance can be found at:

• https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/crimepreventionandantisocia

lbehaviour/preventingterrorism

mailto:Gateway@plymouth.gov.uk
https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/crimepreventionandantisocialbehaviour/preventingterrorism


Long term effects of abuse 

include

 emotional difficulties such as anger, anxiety, low self-worth

 mental health problems such as depression, eating 

disorders, post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), self harm, 

 problems with drugs or alcohol

 disturbing thoughts, emotions and memories that cause 

distress or confusion

 poor physical health 

 struggling with parenting or relationships

 learning difficulties, lower educational attainment, difficulties 

in communicating

 behavioural problems  and  criminal behaviour



The LADO

 Local Authority Designated Officer:

 Statutory requires every Council to manage allegations and 

concerns about any person who works with children, including 

staff and volunteers. 

 The LADO is the lead officer in Plymouth for this duty managing 

all child protection allegations in this context and coordinating a 

multi-agency response (where necessary) 

 and providing advice, guidance and direction



Where can I get further 

Training?

 Plymouth Safeguarding Childrens Board (PSCB) 

run multiple courses.

 The training reflects lessons from Serious Case 

reviews and the outcomes of national enquiries to 

present contemporary thinking and best practice. 

 All training is multi -agency. 

 How do I access the training?

 For further information email 

safeguardingtraining@plymouth.gov.uk

 or telephone 01752 307535

mailto:safeguardingtraining@plymouth.gov.uk

